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The history of Christian missions in China is a complex and multifaceted
narrative, marked by significant cultural interactions, societal
transformations, and conflicts. The phrase "What Were The Goals And
Consequences Of Christian Missions In China Why Did The Boxers Object?"
encapsulates a pivotal chapter in Chinese history that highlights the
ambitions of foreign missionaries, the profound impacts—both positive and
negative—and the fierce resistance from native groups such as the Boxers.
This article explores these themes in depth, providing an understanding of
the motivations behind Christian missions, their societal repercussions, and
the reasons for Boxer opposition.

Understanding Christian Missions in China

Christian missions in China began in the early 17th century and expanded
significantly during the 19th and early 20th centuries, coinciding with
Western imperialism and the decline of Qing Dynasty authority. Missionaries
aimed to spread Christianity, introduce Western education, medicine, and
technological advancements, and ultimately, influence Chinese society
according to Christian principles.

Goals of Christian Missions in China

The objectives of Christian missionaries in China can be categorized into
several key aims:

Spreading Christianity: The primary goal was to evangelize Chinese
populations, convert them to Christianity, and establish churches and
religious communities.

Educational Outreach: Missionaries set up schools, colleges, and
seminaries to educate Chinese youth, often introducing Western
curricula.

Medical Missions: Establishing hospitals and clinics aimed at improving
health standards and demonstrating Christian charity.



Cultural and Social Transformation: Missionaries sought to modernize
Chinese society by promoting Western sciences, arts, and social values.

Political and Economic Influence: While not officially political,
missionaries often found themselves entangled in broader imperialist
agendas, which sometimes facilitated Western influence in China.

Strategies Employed by Missionaries

Missionaries employed various approaches to achieve their goals, including:

Language and cultural adaptation to make Christianity more accessible.1.

Building schools, hospitals, and orphanages to serve communities and2.
gain goodwill.

Publishing literature in Chinese to spread Christian teachings and3.
Western ideas.

Engaging in dialogues with local leaders and integrating Christian4.
values with Chinese social norms where possible.

Consequences of Christian Missions in China

The influx of Christian missionaries had profound and lasting effects on
Chinese society, politics, and culture. These consequences can be viewed
through both beneficial and problematic lenses.

Positive Consequences

Educational Advancements: Missionary schools contributed to literacy and
introduced modern scientific and technological knowledge.

Medical Improvements: Hospitals and clinics improved health standards
and reduced mortality from various diseases.

Cultural Exchanges: The introduction of Western ideas fostered dialogue
and cultural understanding.

Social Services: Missionaries provided aid to the poor, orphans, and



marginalized groups, often filling gaps left by the Qing government.

Foundation for Modern Institutions: Many of China's modern universities
and hospitals trace their origins to missionary establishments.

Negative Consequences

Despite these contributions, Christian missions also generated significant
tensions and issues:

Cultural and Religious Conflicts: Missionaries' efforts to convert
Chinese citizens often clashed with traditional beliefs, leading to
accusations of cultural imperialism.

Western Imperialism and Nationalism: The association of missionary
activities with Western imperialist expansion fueled anti-foreign
sentiments.

Social Disruption: Rapid societal changes sometimes undermined
traditional social structures and customs.

Conflict with Local Authorities: Missionary activities occasionally
challenged Qing authority or were perceived as meddling in Chinese
affairs.

Violence and Anti-Foreign Movements: The presence of missionaries and
foreign influence became a rallying point for anti-foreign and anti-
Christian sentiments, culminating in violent uprisings.

The Boxer Rebellion: Why Did The Boxers Object?

The Boxer Rebellion (1899–1901) was a significant anti-foreign, anti-
Christian uprising that directly stemmed from the tensions caused by foreign
influence, including Christian missions, and the resentment towards Western
imperialism. The Boxers, a secret society officially known as the "Righteous
and Harmonious Fists," aimed to eradicate foreign influence and restore
Chinese sovereignty.

Origins and Causes of the Boxer Rebellion

Several factors contributed to the rise of the Boxers and their opposition to



Christian missions:

Anti-Foreign Sentiment: China's humiliating defeat in the Opium Wars and
subsequent unequal treaties fostered deep resentment towards Western
powers and their influence.

Religious Tensions: Christian missionaries' conversion efforts
threatened traditional Chinese religious practices, which the Boxers
viewed as undermining cultural identity.

Economic Hardship: Foreign economic dominance and land grabs caused
economic instability, fueling nationalist anger.

Political Instability: Weak Qing Dynasty governance created a power
vacuum and social unrest, which the Boxers sought to exploit.

Objectives of the Boxers

The Boxers' primary goals included:

Expelling all foreign influence, including diplomatic presence,
missionaries, and traders.

Restoring traditional Chinese values and religious practices.

Overthrowing the Qing government if deemed insufficiently nationalist or
anti-foreign.

Protecting Chinese sovereignty and cultural integrity from Western
encroachment.

Methods and Actions

The Boxers engaged in violent attacks against foreign nationals, Chinese
Christians, and symbols of foreign influence. Their actions included:

Sieges of foreign diplomatic compounds, notably in Beijing during the1.
Boxer Rebellion.

Attacks on Christian churches, missionaries, and Chinese converts.2.



Use of martial arts and traditional weapons to intimidate and fight3.
foreign and Christian influence.

Impact of the Boxer Rebellion

The rebellion had significant consequences for China and its relationship
with foreign powers:

Immediate Consequences

Foreign military intervention led by an Eight-Nation Alliance suppressed
the uprising.

China was forced to sign the Boxer Protocol in 1901, which imposed
severe penalties, including indemnities, military occupation, and
restrictions on Chinese sovereignty.

Increased anti-foreign and anti-Christian sentiments persisted, fueling
further conflicts and reforms.

Long-Term Effects

Strengthening of Chinese nationalism and anti-foreign sentiments, which
fueled revolutionary movements.

Reforms in the Qing government aimed at modernization and strengthening
national sovereignty.

Growth of Chinese Christian communities and the eventual rise of
indigenous Christian leadership.

Recognition of the need for social and political reform to address
causes of unrest.



Conclusion: A Complex Legacy

The goals of Christian missions in China were multifaceted, combining
religious evangelism, education, health care, and cultural exchange. Their
consequences were equally diverse, fostering modernization and social
progress but also provoking resentment, cultural conflict, and anti-foreign
violence. The Boxer Rebellion epitomizes the intense resistance to foreign
influence, particularly Christian missions, rooted in fears of cultural
erosion and loss of sovereignty.

Understanding this history is essential to appreciating the nuanced legacy of
Christian missions in China. It highlights the importance of cultural
sensitivity, respect for local traditions, and the recognition that societal
change often breeds resistance. The tensions between foreign influence and
indigenous sovereignty continue to influence China's internal and external
relations today, making the study of this period vital for a comprehensive
grasp of modern Chinese history.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main goals of Christian missions in
China during the 19th and early 20th centuries?
The primary goals of Christian missions in China were to spread Christianity,
establish churches and schools, promote Western values, and influence Chinese
society culturally and morally.



How did Christian missions impact Chinese society
and culture?
Christian missions introduced Western education, healthcare, and new
religious ideas, which sometimes conflicted with traditional Chinese values,
leading to social changes and cultural tensions.

What were the economic consequences of Christian
missions in China?
Missions often contributed to local economies through the establishment of
schools, hospitals, and enterprises, but they also fostered economic
dependence on Western aid and influence.

Why did the Boxers object to Christian missions and
foreign influence?
The Boxers objected to Christian missions because they viewed them as symbols
of foreign domination, cultural erosion, and economic exploitation, and
because Christian converts were seen as undermining traditional Chinese
beliefs.

What was the Boxer Rebellion, and how was it related
to Christian missions?
The Boxer Rebellion (1899-1901) was an anti-foreigner, anti-Christian
uprising aimed at ending foreign influence and Christian missionary activity
in China, resulting in violent attacks on missionaries and converts.

What were the consequences of the Boxer Rebellion
for Christian missions in China?
The rebellion led to increased restrictions on missionary activities,
heightened tensions between Chinese nationalists and foreigners, and
eventually prompted reforms aimed at protecting foreign interests and
Christian institutions.

How did Christian missions influence Chinese
nationalism?
Christian missions contributed to Chinese nationalism by exposing Chinese to
Western ideas of reform and modernity, but also became targets of nationalist
resentment due to their association with foreign powers.



What role did Christian missions play in education
and healthcare in China?
Missions established schools, universities, and hospitals that provided
modern education and medical care, which had lasting impacts on Chinese
society and helped produce a new educated elite.

In what ways did the goals of Christian missions
align or conflict with Chinese traditional values?
While some missions aimed to respect Chinese culture, many goals conflicted
with traditional values by promoting Western religious beliefs, social norms,
and political ideas, leading to resistance and tensions.

How did the consequences of Christian missions shape
modern China's relationship with religion and
foreign influence?
The legacy of Christian missions contributed to ongoing debates about
cultural identity, sovereignty, and the role of religion, influencing China's
cautious approach to foreign influence and religious activities today.

Additional Resources
Christian missions in China have played a pivotal role in shaping the
country's modern history, influencing its cultural, social, and political
landscape. The complex interplay of religious aspirations, cultural
exchanges, and geopolitical interests created both opportunities and
tensions. This article delves into the core goals and far-reaching
consequences of Christian missions in China, analyzing why the Boxers, a
nationalist and anti-foreign movement, vehemently objected to these efforts.
Through a detailed exploration, we aim to provide a comprehensive
understanding of this critical historical episode.

---

Goals of Christian Missions in China

Christian missions in China emerged as a multifaceted endeavor characterized
by religious, cultural, educational, and socio-political objectives.
Missionaries sought to introduce Christianity as a new faith, but their
influence extended well beyond spiritual matters, impacting various aspects
of Chinese society.



1. Religious Evangelism and Conversion
The primary goal of Christian missions was the spiritual salvation of Chinese
people through the dissemination of Christian teachings. Missionaries aimed
to convert Chinese populations from traditional beliefs such as Confucianism,
Taoism, and Buddhism to Christianity. This involved establishing churches,
distributing religious literature, and conducting evangelistic campaigns.

2. Education and Social Services
Missionaries believed that education was a vital tool for both cultural
exchange and moral reform. They set up schools, hospitals, orphanages, and
clinics with the dual purpose of serving societal needs and promoting
Christian values. These institutions often became centers of Western
learning, fostering literacy and scientific knowledge.

3. Cultural and Civilizational Influence
Missionaries sought to introduce Western ideas, technology, and
administrative practices, believing that their efforts could help modernize
China. This included promoting science, medicine, and Western-style
education, which sometimes clashed with traditional Chinese values.

4. Political and Diplomatic Goals
While not the primary aim, some missionaries and their home countries hoped
that the spread of Christianity would foster closer diplomatic ties and
influence China’s political landscape, aligning it more with Western powers.

Consequences of Christian Missions in China

The impact of Christian missions in China has been profound, with both
positive and negative consequences that continue to resonate today.

1. Cultural Transformation and Conflict
The introduction of Christianity and Western customs led to significant
cultural shifts. While some Chinese embraced these changes, many perceived
them as threats to traditional Chinese values and social structures. This
cultural friction often resulted in suspicion and hostility toward foreign
influence.



2. Educational and Medical Advancements
Missionary-established schools and hospitals contributed significantly to
modernization efforts. Many Chinese elites and intellectuals benefited from
Western education, which later influenced reform movements. Missionaries also
helped introduce modern medicine, reducing mortality rates and improving
public health.

3. Political Tensions and Nationalism
The presence of foreign missionaries and their associated institutions was
perceived by many as a form of imperialism. This fostered resentment among
Chinese nationalists, who saw these efforts as a vector of foreign
dominance—culminating in anti-foreign violence and movements like the Boxer
Rebellion.

4. Social Reforms and Humanitarian Efforts
Christian missions often promoted social reforms such as the abolition of
opium trade, advocating for women's rights, and combating practices like
foot-binding. These efforts contributed to social change but also drew
opposition from conservative factions.

5. Long-term Religious Influence
Christianity took root in some regions, leading to the growth of indigenous
Christian communities. These groups often became platforms for social
activism and played roles in China's modernization.

---

Why Did the Boxers Object?

The Boxer Rebellion (1899-1901) was a violent anti-foreign, anti-Christian
uprising that targeted foreign influence and Chinese converts to
Christianity. To understand why the Boxers objected, it is essential to
analyze the socio-economic, cultural, and political context that fueled their
hostility.

1. Cultural and Religious Resistance
The Boxers, officially known as the "Society of Righteous and Harmonious
Fists," believed that Western religious practices, especially Christianity,
were eroding Chinese cultural identity. They viewed Christianity as a foreign
religion that undermined Chinese traditions, Confucian values, and ancestral



worship. The conversion of Chinese to Christianity was perceived as a
betrayal of Chinese identity, leading to fierce opposition.

2. Economic Discontent and Social Instability
Many rural Chinese faced economic hardship due to unfair foreign trade
practices, land dispossession, and taxation. The presence of foreign
missionaries and their institutions was often associated with economic
exploitation, such as land acquisition and commercial interests that
disadvantaged local communities. The Boxers exploited these grievances to
rally support against all foreign influence, including Christian missions.

3. Anti-Imperialist Sentiment
The late 19th and early 20th centuries were marked by a series of
humiliations for China, including the Opium Wars and the unequal treaties
that favored Western powers. The Boxers saw Christian missions as symbols of
foreign domination and imperialism, representing the cultural and political
encroachment of Western powers into Chinese sovereignty.

4. Religious Opposition
Many Chinese traditionalists and Confucian scholars viewed Christianity as a
disruptive force that challenged the moral fabric of Chinese society. The
conversion of local elites and common folk to Christianity threatened the
dominance of traditional religious practices, causing alarm among
conservative factions.

5. Fear of Loss of Social Cohesion
The Boxer movement emphasized unity and strength through martial arts and
traditional Chinese practices. The spread of Christianity, often associated
with Western military and political power, was seen as a divisive influence
that could fracture Chinese social cohesion.

Summary: The Clash of Cultures and Power

The goals of Christian missions in China were driven by genuine religious
conviction, humanitarian ideals, and a desire to modernize Chinese society.
However, their consequences were complex, often provoking resentment,
cultural conflict, and nationalist resistance. The Boxer Rebellion epitomized
the intense opposition to foreign influence, especially Christianity, which
was perceived as a direct threat to Chinese sovereignty, culture, and social
stability.



Understanding this historical episode requires recognizing the multifaceted
nature of both the missionary efforts and the Boxer uprising. While
missionaries aimed to foster spiritual and social progress, their presence
inadvertently contributed to anti-foreign sentiments, culminating in violent
resistance. The Boxer Movement remains a potent symbol of China's struggle to
reconcile its traditions with the forces of modernization and foreign
influence—a tension that continues to shape China's national identity today.

---

Conclusion
The legacy of Christian missions in China is a testament to the profound and
often contradictory impacts of cultural exchange. While they facilitated
advancements in education, medicine, and social reform, they also ignited
fears of cultural erosion and political domination. The Boxer Rebellion
stands as a stark reminder of the resistance that such foreign influence can
provoke when perceived as a threat to national sovereignty and cultural
integrity. As China continues to evolve on the global stage, reflecting on
this complex history offers valuable insights into the enduring tension
between tradition and modernity, foreign influence and national independence.
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