.Which Area Does Not Have A CDA
Credential? Preschool Home Child Care
School Age Infant And Toddler

Which Area Does Not Have A CDA Credential? Preschool Home Child Care School
Age Infant And Toddler

Understanding the Child Development Associate (CDA) Credential is crucial for early
childhood educators, caregivers, and providers aiming to enhance their professional
qualifications. The CDA credential, established by the Council for Professional
Recognition, is a widely recognized certification that demonstrates a caregiver’s
competence in fostering a safe, healthy, and nurturing environment for young children.
However, one common question arises: which areas of early childhood care do not have a
CDA credential? This article explores the different sectors within early childhood
education—specifically preschool, home child care, school age programs, infants, and
toddlers—and clarifies where the CDA credential applies and where it does not.

Understanding the CDA Credential

Before diving into which areas lack the CDA credential, it’s essential to understand what
the CDA credential entails. The CDA certification is designed to validate a caregiver’s
knowledge and skills in early childhood development, including planning developmentally
appropriate activities, ensuring safety, and supporting social-emotional growth.

Key aspects of the CDA credential include:

- Eligibility requirements: At least 120 hours of formal education in early childhood
education and 480 hours of work experience in the chosen age group.

- Assessment process: Submission of a professional portfolio, a competency standard
assessment, and a formal observation.

- Validity and renewal: The credential is valid for three years and requires renewal
through professional development.

The CDA credential is typically awarded for specific age groups or settings, including
preschool, infants and toddlers, and family child care.

Areas Covered by the CDA Credential

The CDA credential is primarily focused on early childhood environments that serve



specific age groups. The main areas include:

1. Preschool

- Programs serving children aged 3 to 5 years old.
- Emphasizes school readiness, social skills, and early literacy.

2. Infant and Toddler

- Focuses on children from birth to age 3.
- Prioritizes attachment, language development, and physical growth.

3. Family Child Care/Home Child Care

- Care provided in a caregiver’s home setting.
- Can serve various age groups, but often aligned with the CDA’s designated ages.

4. School Age Programs

- Programs for children aged 5 to 12 years old.
- Focuses on after-school care, extracurricular activities, and supervision.

Important note: The CDA credential is designed mainly for early childhood and preschool
settings, with specific credentials available for different age groups.

Which Area Does Not Have A CDA Credential? An
In-Depth Look

While the CDA credential is comprehensive within early childhood education, it does not
extend to all types of childcare or educational settings. Notably, school age
care—particularly for children aged 5 and above—does not have a dedicated CDA
credential.

Let’s explore this in detail:

1. School Age Child Care

Why doesn’t the CDA credential cover school age programs?

- The CDA was primarily developed to serve early childhood settings—birth to age
5—where foundational developmental skills are nurtured.



- The competencies and standards established by the CDA focus on early childhood
development, which differ significantly from those required for school-age children.
- There is no specific “School Age CDA” credential recognized by the Council for
Professional Recognition.

What credentials exist for school age care?

- School Age Credential (SAC): Some states or organizations may offer certifications or
specialized training for school age providers.

- National Afterschool Association (NAA) Certification: Provides professional recognition in
afterschool settings.

- State-specific certifications: Many states have licensing or certification standards for
school age programs, but these are not equivalent or directly related to the CDA.

Implications:

- If you work exclusively in school age programs, obtaining a CDA credential may not be
applicable or necessary.

- Instead, professionals often pursue certifications like the NAA School Age Credential or
other state-specific licenses.

2. Adult and Higher Education Settings

- The CDA credential is not applicable for teachers or caregivers working solely in adult
education, higher education, or university settings.

- These roles typically require different qualifications, such as degrees in education or
specialized certifications.

3. Special Education and Therapeutic Settings

- Settings involving special needs, therapy, or specialized interventions often require
specific credentials or licenses beyond the CDA.

- For example, paraprofessionals in special education might pursue paraprofessional
certification or licensure specific to their state.

4. Healthcare and Medical Childcare

- Childcare providers working within healthcare settings, such as hospital-based childcare
or therapeutic nursery programs, may need medical or health-related certifications.
- The CDA does not cover medical or healthcare-specific qualifications.



Why Is There No CDA Credential for Certain
Areas?

The absence of a CDA credential for certain areas stems from the original purpose and
scope of the certification:

- Focus on Early Childhood Development: The CDA emphasizes foundational skills needed
for children from birth to age 5, aligning with early childhood education standards.

- Developmental Differences: School age children (ages 5-12) have different developmental
needs, requiring different training and standards.

- Specialized Settings: Healthcare, special education, and adult learning environments
require specialized credentials tailored to their unique requirements.

In summary, the CDA was designed with a specific focus on early childhood environments.

As a result, it does not extend to all types of childcare or educational settings, especially
those serving older children or involving specialized care.

Alternatives and Additional Certifications for
Non-Covered Areas

For caregivers and educators working outside the scope of the CDA, several other
certifications and qualifications are available:

For School Age Care:

- National AfterSchool Association (NAA) School Age Credential

- State-specific afterschool or youth development certifications

- Relevant coursework or degrees in youth development or recreation

For Special Education and Therapeutic Care:

- Special Education Paraprofessional Certification

- Therapeutic Childcare Certification

- Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) or Registered Nurse (RN) credentials for healthcare
settings

For Adult and Higher Education:

- Bachelor’s or Master’s degrees in education or related fields
- Adult Education Certifications

For Healthcare Childcare:

- Medical certifications, CPR/First Aid, and health-related licenses



Conclusion

The Child Development Associate (CDA) credential is a vital certification for many early
childhood educators, especially those working in preschool, infant and toddler, and family
child care settings. However, it does not encompass all areas of childcare and education.
Notably, school age programs—children aged 5 and above—do not have a dedicated CDA
credential. Instead, professionals in these areas often pursue alternative certifications like
the NAA School Age Credential or state-specific licenses.

Understanding which areas are covered by the CDA and which are not helps caregivers,
educators, and administrators make informed decisions about their professional
development and certification pathways. For those working outside the CDA’s scope,
numerous specialized certifications and qualifications are available to ensure competence,
compliance, and quality in diverse childcare and educational settings.

In conclusion, while the CDA is a cornerstone credential for early childhood education, it
does not serve all childcare sectors. Recognizing these distinctions allows professionals to
seek appropriate credentials that align with their specific roles and the needs of the
children they serve.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which child care setting typically does not require a
CDA credential?

Preschool settings often do not require a CDA credential, especially if other qualifications
or state-specific licenses are in place.

Is a CDA credential necessary for home child care
providers?

While not always mandatory, many home child care providers pursue CDA credentials to
enhance their qualifications and credibility.

Do school age care programs require a CDA credential?

School age care programs may not require a CDA credential, but they often prefer or
require other certifications or qualifications specific to school age children.

Are infant and toddler care providers required to have a



CDA credential?

Infant and toddler care providers are often encouraged to obtain a CDA credential, but it
is not universally required across all settings.

Which area among preschool, home child care, school
age, infant, and toddler does not typically mandate a
CDA credential?

Preschool care and some home child care settings may not always mandate a CDA
credential, depending on state regulations and licensing requirements.

Can a school age caregiver work without a CDA
credential?

Yes, school age caregivers can work without a CDA credential, though additional
qualifications or certifications may be required by employers or state laws.

Why might certain child care areas not require a CDA
credential?

Certain areas like some preschool or home care settings may not require a CDA credential
due to different licensing standards, age groups served, or alternative qualification routes.

Additional Resources

Which Area Does Not Have A CDA Credential? Preschool Home Child Care School Age
Infant And Toddler

Understanding the landscape of child care credentials is essential for parents, providers,
and policymakers alike. The Child Development Associate (CDA) credential is one of the
most recognized qualifications in early childhood education in the United States, aimed at
ensuring quality care and education for young children. However, the CDA credential is
not universally applicable across all age groups and care settings. In this comprehensive
review, we will explore which areas do not have a CDA credential, providing an in-depth
analysis of each.

Overview of the CDA Credential

Before delving into specific areas lacking a CDA credential, it’s important to understand
what the CDA credential entails.



What is the CDA Credential?

- Definition: The Child Development Associate (CDA) credential is a nationally recognized
certification awarded by the Council for Professional Recognition.

- Purpose: It demonstrates that a caregiver has the necessary skills and knowledge to
provide quality care for young children.

- Requirements: Includes minimum education, relevant experience, a written competency
portfolio, and a demonstration of skills via an oral exam.

Significance of the CDA Credential

- Recognized across states as a standard for early childhood professionals.

- Often required or preferred by employers in licensed child care centers.

- Serves as a stepping stone toward higher education and advanced certifications in early
childhood education.

Areas Covered by the CDA Credential

The CDA credential primarily targets early childhood settings involving specific age
groups and care types. These include:

- Preschool (ages 3-5)
- Infants and Toddlers (ages 0-3)
- Family Child Care Homes

In these settings, CDA credentials are either required or highly valued, and many states
incorporate CDA certification into licensing and quality rating systems.

Areas Not Covered by the CDA Credential

Despite its broad recognition, the CDA credential does not extend to all areas of child
care. The following are key care environments and age groups where the CDA credential
is not applicable:

1. School Age Child Care

2. Preschool Home Settings (Family Child Care) for Older Children
3. Specialized or Therapeutic Child Care Settings

4. Extended or Overnight Care Settings

Below, we analyze each of these in detail.



1. School Age Child Care

Overview of School Age Child Care

- Serves children typically aged 5-12 years.

- Focuses on after-school programs, summer camps, recreational activities, and
enrichment programs.

- Emphasizes social, emotional, and academic development outside of the traditional
preschool setting.

Why the CDA Credential Does Not Cover School Age
Care

- The CDA is tailored specifically for early childhood development, primarily focusing on
children from birth to age 5.

- The competencies outlined in the CDA are centered on early childhood learning
milestones, developmental stages, and caregiving techniques suitable for infants through
preschoolers.

- School-age care involves different skills, including facilitating recreational activities,
managing larger groups, and supporting academic enrichment, which are not covered by
the CDA standards.

Alternatives for School Age Care Providers

- Many states and organizations offer specialized certifications for school-age care, such
as:

- School Age Care Credential (SACC)

- National AfterSchool Association (NAA) Certification

- State-specific certifications or licensing requirements

Implications for Parents and Providers

- While a CDA credential can enhance credibility, school-age care providers often pursue
certifications specific to their age group.

- Licensing agencies typically have their own requirements for school-age programs, which
may not include CDA certification.

2. Preschool Home Child Care (Family Child Care
Homes for Older Children)



Understanding Preschool Home Child Care

- Family Child Care Homes (FCCHs) are home-based child care settings serving children
from infancy through preschool age.

- When these settings serve children beyond preschool age, they may be considered for
different certifications.

Why the CDA Does Not Cover All Family Child Care
Settings

- The CDA is designed primarily for center-based or group care environments, not for
home-based settings.

- Although some home-based providers pursue CDA credentials, the certification itself is
traditionally associated with center-based care.

- For family child care providers, especially those caring for children outside the preschool
age range, alternative certifications or licensing standards are often in place.

Certification and Licensing for Family Child Care
Providers

- Many states require family child care providers to have:

- State-specific Family Child Care License

- Early Childhood Education (ECE) certificates tailored for home settings

- Additional credentials for caring for infants, school-age children, or children with special
needs

Specialized Training for Older Children

- Providers caring for children outside the preschool age group may seek:
- Universal Precautions and Health & Safety Certifications

- Behavior Management Training

- First Aid and CPR certifications

Summary

- While some family child care providers may hold a CDA, it is not a universal or required
credential in this setting, especially for caring for children outside the preschool age.

3. Infant and Toddler Care



Infant and Toddler Care Specifics

- Focuses on children from birth to age 3.
- Emphasizes attachment, sensory development, language acquisition, and motor skills.

Is the CDA Credential Available for Infant and Toddler
Care?

- Yes, the CDA credential does have a specific Infant and Toddler (I/T) credential option.
- The Infant Toddler CDA is a specialized credential designed to address the unique
developmental needs of this age group.

Differences Between the General CDA and Infant &
Toddler CDA

- The Infant & Toddler CDA requires a separate application process, including:

- Specific coursework focused on early attachment, language development, and caregiving
strategies for infants and toddlers.

- Portfolio components tailored to this age group.

- Demonstration of skills related to infant and toddler care.

What Areas Are Not Covered?

- While the CDA credential does exist for infants and toddlers, it does not cover care for
children beyond age 3.

- For example, the general CDA in preschool is not applicable to infants and toddlers
unless specifically obtained as an Infant & Toddler CDA.

Implication for Care Providers and Parents

- When selecting caregivers for infants and toddlers, look for the Infant & Toddler CDA
credential.

- Providers caring for children in multiple age groups may hold both credentials to
demonstrate versatility.

4. Specialized and Therapeutic Child Care
Settings



Overview of Specialized Settings

- Environments such as:

- Special needs care (children with disabilities or developmental delays)
- Therapeutic foster care

- Behavioral intervention programs

- Respite care for children with medical or psychological needs

Why the CDA Credential Is Not Standard Here

- These settings often require specialized training beyond the CDA scope, including:

- Behavioral management techniques

- Medical training

- Therapeutic intervention strategies

- Certifications and credentials for these settings are typically specific to the child's needs
and may include:

- Behavior Analysis Certification (BCBA)

- Special Education Certifications

- Medical or Nursing credentials

Alternatives for Professionals in These Settings

- Pursue specialized certifications such as:

- Behavior Analyst Certification Board (BACB) certifications
- Therapeutic intervention training

- State-specific licensing for special needs care

Summary

- The CDA credential does not encompass the specialized skills required for therapeutic or
medical child care environments.

Extended or Overnight Care Settings

Characteristics of Extended or Overnight Care

- Care that spans longer periods, including overnight stays.
- Often found in residential care facilities, foster homes, or specialized overnight
programs.



Why the CDA Does Not Apply

- The CDA is primarily focused on daytime, early childhood education and caregiving.
- Overnight care settings demand different skills, including:

- Medical monitoring

- Sleep safety protocols

- Behavioral management during extended hours

Relevant Certifications

- Certifications for overnight or extended care include:
- First Aid and CPR

- Medical training certifications

- Foster care licensing and training

Summary and Key Takeaways

- The CDA credential is a vital and highly respected qualification in early childhood
education, especially for infants, toddlers, and preschool-aged children.

- It does not apply to:

- School age care programs (ages 5-12), which have their own certifications.

- Family child care homes serving children outside preschool age, unless specific
additional credentials are obtained.

- Specialized and therapeutic care settings requiring advanced or specific training beyond
CDA standards.

- Extended or overnight care environments, which involve different skill sets and
certifications.

- For professionals seeking to
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