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‘When it comes to academic writing and research, proper citation is essential to lend credibility to your
work, avoid plagiarism, and allow readers to locate your sources easily. The Modern Language Association
(MLA) style provides a standardized format for citing sources within the humanities, especially in
literature, language, and cultural studies. One of the most crucial components of MLA formatting is the
‘Works-Cited list, which compiles all sources referenced in your paper. Correctly formatting this list ensures

clarity, professionalism, and adherence to academic standards.

This guide offers a comprehensive overview of how to format a Works-Cited list using MLA style,
including key elements such as publication year, the first word of entries, and city of publication. Whether
you're a student, researcher, or writer, understanding these details will help you produce a polished,

correctly formatted bibliography that aligns with MLA guidelines.

Understanding the Basics of MLA Works-Cited Formatting

What Is the MLA Works-Cited List?

The Works-Cited list is a list of all sources referenced directly in your paper. Unlike a bibliography, which
may include sources you consulted but did not cite, the ML A Works-Cited list only contains entries that
are cited within the text. It appears at the end of your document on a new page, titled "Works Cited,"

centered at the top.

Key Principles of MLA Style for Works-Cited Entries

¢ Alphabetical order: Entries are organized alphabetically by the author's last name or, if no author, by
the first significant word of the title.



¢ Hanging indent: Each entry uses a hanging indent, where the first line is flush left, and subsequent

lines are indented one-half inch.
¢ Double spacing: The entire list is double-spaced, with no extra spaces between entries.

¢ Consistent formatting: Follow the specific MLA guidelines for each source type, including

punctuation, italics, and capitalization.

Core Elements of ML A Citation for Works-Cited Entries

Basic Format Structure

Most MLA citations follow a core format that includes the following elements, in order:

1. Author: Last name, First name.

2. Title of Source: Title of the book, article, or webpage, italicized or in quotation marks depending on

the source type.
3. Title of Container: The larger source that contains the source (e.g., journal, website), italicized.
4. Other Contributors: Editors, translators, etc., if relevant.
5. Version: Edition or version, if applicable.
6. Number: Volume, issue number, or other numbering.
7. Publisher: Name of publisher, followed by a comma.
8. Publication Year: Year of publication.

9. Location: Page numbers, DOI, URL, or other locator.

Handling Publication Year and City of Publication

In MLA format, the publication year is a vital component of a citation, especially for books, journals, and



articles. It appears after the publisher's name. Additionally, for printed works, including the city of
publication was traditionally standard, but recent MLA guidelines have de-emphasized this for well-known
publishers and digital sources. However, if required or for less-known publishers, including the city

remains a good practice.

Step-by-Step Guide to Formatting a Works-Cited List in MLA
Style

1. Start with the Correct Title and Layout

¢ Center the title "Works Cited" at the top of the page.
¢ Use double spacing throughout.

e Apply a hanging indent for each entry (first line flush left; subsequent lines indented by 0.5 inches).

2. Organize Entries Alphabetically

Arrange all entries alphabetically by the last name of the first author or, if no author, by the first word of

the title (ignoring articles like "a," "an," or "the").

3. Format Individual Entries

Each entry should follow the core elements in the correct order, paying attention to punctuation and italics.

Here are examples illustrating how to include the publication year and city of publication.

4. Include the Publication Year

o Place the publication year immediately after the publisher's name.

e For example:



Smith, John. Understanding MLA Style. 2nd ed., Oxford UP, 2018.

In this example, "2018" is the publication year.

5. Include the City of Publication (if necessary)

¢ Traditionally, the city of publication is included before the publisher's name, especially for books
published before 2019.

e Format:

Doe, Jane. Literary Analysis. New York: HarperCollins, 2015.

Note: MLA 9th edition recommends omitting the city for well-known publishers and digital sources unless

the city is necessary for identification.

Examples of Works-Cited Entries in MLA Style

Book with Author, Publication Year, and City

Austen, Jane. Pride and Prejudice. London: T. Egerton, 1813.

This entry includes the author's name, book title in italics, city of publication, publisher, and publication

year.

Journal Article

Brown, Lisa. "The Impact of Digital Media." Journal of Media Studies, vol.
12, no. 3, 2020, pp. 45-67.

Note the inclusion of volume, issue, year, and page numbers.

Website Source

Johnson, Mark. "MLA Citation Guide." Academic Writing Resources, 15 June



2021, www.example.com/mla-guide.

For online sources, include the publication date (if available) and URL. MLA also recommends including

the date you accessed the source if the content is likely to change.

Special Considerations for Formatting the Works-Cited List

Handling Multiple Works by the Same Author

If you have multiple entries by the same author, list them alphabetically by title and replace the author's
name with three hyphens after the first entry:

Johnson, Mark. MLA Citation Guide. New York: Academic Press, 2019.

---. "Understanding MLA Style." Writing Tips, 2020,
www.writingtips.com/mla-style.

Using Italics and Quotation Marks

o Ttalicize titles of longer works like books, movies, and albums.

¢ Use quotation marks for shorter works like articles, essays, and webpages.

Capitalization Rules

In MLA, capitalize the first and last words of titles and subtitles, as well as all principal words in titles. Do

not capitalize articles, conjunctions, or prepositions unless they are the first or last words.

Final Tips for Properly Formatting Your ML A Works-Cited List

o Always double-check your entries against the latest ML A Handbook or official MLA resources.

o Use a citation generator or reference management tool for accuracy, but always review for

correctness.



e Maintain consistency throughout your list in terms of punctuation, capitalization, and spacing.

e Ensure that every source cited in the text appears in the Works-Cited list and vice versa.

Conclusion

Mastering how to format a Works-Cited list in MLA style is vital for producing professional and credible
academic work. Paying attention to details such as publication year, the first word of entries, city of
publication, and proper punctuation helps ensure your citations are accurate and conform to MLA standards.
Remember, the key to an excellent Works-Cited list is consistency, clarity, and thoroughness. By following
these guidelines, you can confidently compile a comprehensive bibliography that enhances your research

and writing projects.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key components to include when formatting a Works-Cited
list in MLA style?

In MLA style, a Works-Cited list should include the author's name, the title of the source, publisher
information, publication date, and the medium of publication, all formatted with proper indentation and

punctuation.

How should the publication year be formatted in an ML A Works-Cited
entry?

The publication year should be placed after the publisher information and enclosed within the citation,

typically in the format: Year. For example, 'New York: Penguin, 2020.'

‘What is the correct way to list the city of publication in an MLLA Works-
Cited entry?

In MLA style, the city of publication is included before the publisher's name, usually abbreviated if

necessary, and followed by a colon. For example, 'Boston: Beacon Press.’

How do you format multiple authors in an ML A Works-Cited entry?

List the first author's name with the last name first, followed by a comma and 'et al." if there are more than



three authors. For up to three authors, list all names, separated by commas, with 'and' before the last author.

‘What is the significance of the first word in a Works-Cited entry in MLA
style?

The first word of the entry, typically the author's last name or the title if no author is listed, is capitalized
according to MLA guidelines. Proper formatting ensures consistency and helps readers locate sources

efficiently.

Additional Resources

MLA Works-Cited Formatting: An Expert Guide to Mastering the Style

In the realm of academic writing, the Modern Language Association (MLA) style stands as a cornerstone for
citing sources and ensuring clarity, consistency, and scholarly integrity. One of its fundamental components
is the Works-cited list, a comprehensive directory of all sources referenced within a paper. Properly
formatting this list is crucial—not only to uphold academic standards but also to lend credibility and
professionalism to your work. This guide provides an in-depth, expert overview of how to format a
Works-cited list using MLA style, emphasizing key elements such as publication year, author name, city of

publication, and more.

Understanding the Foundations of MLLA Works-Cited Format

Before delving into specific formatting rules, it’s essential to comprehend the core principles that underpin
the MLA Works-cited list.

What is a Works-Cited List?

The Works-cited list is an alphabetized compilation of all sources cited directly in your paper. It allows
readers to locate the original sources if they wish to explore further. Unlike a bibliography, which may
include sources not directly cited, the Works-cited list strictly contains only references referenced in your

text.

Key Objectives:
- Provide clear, precise citations for each source
- Enable easy source retrieval

- Maintain consistency throughout the document

General Formatting Principles:



- Use a hanging indent (the first line flush left, subsequent lines indented)
- Double-space entire list

- Alphabetize entries by the author's last name

- Use italics for titles of larger works (e.g., books, films)

- Use quotation marks for shorter works (e.g., articles, essays)

Core Components of an ML A Citation

A typical MLA citation includes several essential elements, which can vary depending on the source type.

Understanding these components is crucial for accurate formatting.
1. Author’s Name

Format:
- Last name, First name
- For multiple authors, list as: Last name, First name, and First name Last name (for two authors), or Last

name, First name, et al. (for three or more).

Example:
Smith, Jane A.

2. Title of the Source

Format:
- Italicize titles of books, films, websites, and other large works.

- Use quotation marks for articles, essays, chapters, and shorter works.

Example:
The Great Gatsby
or

"Understanding MLA Style"
3. Publication Details

Includes:

- Publisher's name

- Publication year

- City of publication (less emphasized in modern MLA but still relevant for older sources)

- Volume and issue numbers (for journals)



- Page numbers

Note:
In the latest MLA guidelines (9th edition), the city of publication is generally omitted unless necessary for

clarity, especially with well-known publishers.

Step-by-Step Guide to Formatting Your Works-Cited List

Let’s walk through the process of formatting a Works-cited list from the ground up, focusing on key

elements like publication year, author, city of publication, and more.
Step 1: Gather Complete Source Information
Before formatting, collect all necessary data for each source:

- Author’s full name

- Title of the work

- Title of container (if applicable)
- Publisher’s name

- Year of publication

- City of publication (if relevant)
- Volume/issue (for periodicals)

- Page range

- DOI or URL (for online sources)

Step 2: Determine Source Type and Corresponding Format
Different source types necessitate different citation structures:

| Source Type | Basic Format Highlights | Example |

S ——— S [ ——— |

| Book | Author. Title of Book. Publisher, Year. | Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird. J.B. Lippincott & Co.,
1960. |

| Journal Article | Author. "Title of Article." Title of Journal, vol. , no., Year, pages. | Smith, John. "MLA
Formatting.” Journal of Style, vol. 10, no. 2, 2020, pp. 45-67. |

| Website | Author. "Title of Webpage." Website Name, Publisher (if different), Publication date, URL. |
Doe, Jane. "MLA Citation Guide." Academic Resources, 15 Mar. 2022,

www.academicresources.com/mla-guide. |



Step 3: Format Each Element Accurately

Author Names:
- Last name, First name.
- For multiple authors, list all in order, using "and" before the last one or comma-separated with "et al." if

three or more.

Titles:

- Italicize large works.

- Use quotation marks for shorter works.

Publication Year and City:

- Include publication year immediately after publisher details.

- City of publication is now often omitted unless necessary to distinguish between publishers with similar

names or for older sources.

Volume, Issue, Pages:

- Use abbreviations: vol., no., pp.

Online Sources:

- Include DOI or URL at the end.

- Omit "http://" or "https://" in URLs if desired for simplicity.

Step 4: Assemble and Alphabetize

Arrange your entries alphabetically by the last name of the first author. For sources without an author,

alphabetize by the title, ignoring "A," "An," or "The" at the beginning.
Step 5: Apply Hanging Indent and Formatting
- Use a hanging indent of 0.5 inches for subsequent lines.

- Double-space the entire list.

- Maintain consistent font (e.g., Times New Roman 12 pt).

Special Considerations in MLLA Formatting

Publication Year

The publication year is a vital element, indicating when the source was published. Its placement varies



depending on source type:

- Books: Usually after the publisher’s name.
- Articles and Webpages: Often included at the end of the citation, following volume, issue, and pages, or

publication date for web content.

Example:

Johnson, Mark. Modern Style Guide. Style Press, 2018.

City of Publication

‘While historically significant, the city of publication is now generally omitted in MLA 9th edition unless
the publisher has multiple locations or the city helps identify the publisher:

- Older sources: Include city, followed by a colon or comma, before the publisher’s name.

- Modern sources: Usually, only publisher and year suffice.

Example (Older):
Davis, Laura. History of Art. New York: Art Publishers, 2005.

Handling Multiple Authors

- Two authors: List as Last name, First name, and First name Last name.

- Three or more authors: List the first author followed by "et al."

Example:
Miller, Susan, and Thomas Green. Educational Strategies. Learning Publishers, 2019.
or

Miller, Susan, et al. Educational Strategies. Learning Publishers, 2019.

Online Sources and URLs

- Provide the most direct link, preferably a DOI if available.
- Omit "http://" or "https://" for cleaner presentation.

- Include access date if the content is likely to change.

Example:
Williams, Robert. "The Future of AL" Tech Today, 10 June 2023, www.techtoday.com/future-ai.



Sample MLA Works-Cited Entries

Here are comprehensive examples demonstrating the proper formatting for various sources:

Book with Single Author
Harper, Jane. The Art of Writing. Fiction House, 2017.

Journal Article
Nguyen, Linh. "Digital Citation Tools." Journal of Academic Writing, vol. 25, no. 3, 2021, pp. 112-127.

Website
Johnson, Emily. "MLA Style Basics." Citation Help, 2 Feb. 2022, www citationhelp.com/mla-basics.

Online News Article
Smith, David. "New Policies in Education." Daily News, 15 Mar. 2023,

www.dailynews.com/education-policies.

Film

Spielberg, Steven, director. Jurassic Park. Universal Pictures, 1993.

Final Tips for Perfect MLA Works-Cited Formatting

- Consistency Is Key: Use the same font, size, and style throughout the list.

- Check Source Details: Ensure all elements are accurate and complete.

- Use Citation Tools Wisely: While tools like Zotero or EndNote help, always verify citations manually for
compliance with MLA standards.

- Follow the Latest MLA Guidelines: Refer to the official MLA Handbook (9th edition) for updates and

nuances.

Conclusion

Mastering the art of formatting a Works-cited list in MLA style elevates your academic writing,

demonstrating meticulousness and adherence to scholarly standards. By understanding the importance of
elements like publication year, author name, city of publication, and how they fit into the larger citation
structure, you ensure clarity and credibility in your work. Whether you're citing a classic novel, a peer-

reviewed journal, or an online article, following these detailed guidelines will help you craft a professional,



accurate, and polished Works-cited
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