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Understanding the political landscape before 1960 is essential for grasping
the origins of many modern political movements in the United States. This
activity involves matching historical descriptions or characteristics to the
political parties that existed during that era. By carefully analyzing each
description, you can gain insights into the ideologies, policies, and
demographics that defined parties such as the Republican Party, Democratic
Party, and other significant political groups of the time. This guide will
help you navigate this matching activity with detailed explanations of each
party's profile before 1960, ensuring a comprehensive understanding of the
political dynamics of that period.

Overview of Major Political Parties Before 1960

Before 1960, the American political scene was predominantly characterized by
two major parties: the Republican Party and the Democratic Party. However,
within these broad categories, there were various factions and regional
differences that influenced their policies and constituencies.

The Republican Party

Founded in the 1850s, primarily as an anti-slavery party.

Initially attracted abolitionists, former Whigs, and Free Soilers.

In the early 20th century, became associated with business interests,
industrial growth, and modernization.

Key figures include Abraham Lincoln, Theodore Roosevelt, and Dwight D.
Eisenhower.

The Democratic Party

e Older than the Republican Party, with roots tracing back to the



Democratic-Republican Party of Jefferson and Madison.

e Often represented agrarian interests, states' rights, and a limited
federal government in the 19th century.

e By the early 20th century, faced internal divisions between urban,
industrial, and Southern factions.

e Notable figures include William Jennings Bryan, Franklin D. Roosevelt
(later), and Harry S. Truman.

Matching Descriptions to Political Parties
Before 1960

This activity involves connecting specific descriptions or characteristics to
the appropriate political party. Below, each description is explained with
contextual details to aid in accurate matching.

Description 1: "Supported the abolition of slavery
and was founded as an anti-slavery party."

e Correct Party: Republican Party

e Details: The Republican Party was established in the 1850s explicitly to
oppose the expansion of slavery into new territories. Abraham Lincoln,
the party’s first successful presidential candidate, exemplifies this
stance. The party’s anti-slavery platform attracted abolitionists and
those opposed to slavery's spread.

Description 2: "Favored states' rights and limited
federal government, especially in the 19th century."

e Correct Party: Democratic Party (particularly Southern Democrats)

e Details: Historically, Democrats, especially from the South, championed
states' rights, limited federal intervention, and maintained a strong
hold on agricultural interests. This stance persisted into the early
20th century, aligning with their support base in rural and Southern
regions.



Description 3: "Initially attracted abolitionists,
free-soilers, and those opposed to slavery."

e Correct Party: Republican Party

e Details: The party's formation was driven by opposition to slavery's
expansion, uniting various anti-slavery factions. This coalition was
instrumental in its early successes and defining identity.

Description 4: "Supported industrial growth,
business interests, and modernization in the early
20th century.™

e Correct Party: Republican Party

e Details: The Republicans became associated with pro-business policies,
protective tariffs, and promoting industrialization. Presidents like
Theodore Roosevelt championed progressive reforms within this framework.

Description 5: "In the 1930s and 1940s, increasingly
associated with urban voters, labor unions, and
progressive reforms."

e Correct Party: Democratic Party

e Details: Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal coalition redefined the
Democratic Party, drawing urban workers, minorities, and progressive
reformers into its base, especially during and after the Great
Depression.

Description 6: "Founded in the 1850s, mainly as a
party opposing slavery and supporting free labor."

e Correct Party: Republican Party

e Details: This description echoes the origins of the Republican Party,
emphasizing its anti-slavery stance and support for free labor



principles.

Description 7: "Supported segregation and maintained
Jim Crow laws in the South."

e Correct Party: Democratic Party (particularly Southern Democrats)
e Details: Before the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s, many Southern

Democrats upheld segregationist policies and resisted federal civil
rights initiatives, aligning with this description.

Description 8: "Underwent significant ideological
shifts during the 1930s and 1940s, embracing more
progressive policies."

e Correct Party: Democratic Party
e Details: The New Deal era marked a shift for the Democrats, who adopted

more active government intervention in the economy and social welfare
programs, transforming their ideological stance.

Description 9: "Mainly represented rural,
conservative, and Southern interests before 1960."

e Correct Party: Democratic Party (Southern Democrats)
e Details: The Democratic Party’s Southern wing was conservative,

supporting segregation and states’ rights, and was dominant in rural
Southern states.

Description 10: "Supported civil rights and
desegregation policies after World War II."

e Correct Party: Democratic Party (notably the more progressive wing)



e Details: While many Southern Democrats resisted civil rights, the more
progressive faction of the Democrats began supporting civil rights
initiatives, leading to political realignments in the 1960s.

Additional Tips for Successful Matching

1. Identify Key Characteristics: Focus on the party's core ideologies,
regional support base, and historical actions.

2. Remember Historical Context: Consider the time period before 1960-issues
like slavery, Reconstruction, the Great Depression, and Civil Rights
movement shaped party platforms.

3. Use Process of Elimination: If a description clearly aligns with one
party, eliminate inconsistent options to narrow choices.

4. Review Major Political Figures: Recognize notable leaders who embody the
party's ideology during the period, such as Abraham Lincoln for the
Republican Party or Franklin D. Roosevelt for the Democrats.

Conclusion

Matching descriptions to political parties before 1960 offers valuable
insight into the historical development of American political ideologies. The
Republican Party’s origins as an anti-slavery party and its later association
with business and modernization contrast with the Democratic Party’s regional
bases, support for segregation in the South, and later embrace of progressive
reforms. Recognizing these distinctions helps in understanding the evolution
of the political landscape and the roots of current party ideologies.

By mastering this activity, students and enthusiasts can deepen their
understanding of American political history, appreciate the shifts in party
platforms over time, and better analyze contemporary political developments
through a historical lens.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Abraham Lincoln and which political party
did he belong to before 19607?

Abraham Lincoln was the 16th President of the United States and he belonged



to the Republican Party before 1960.

What was the main political stance of Abraham
Lincoln's party prior to 19607

Lincoln's Republican Party was primarily known for opposing the expansion of
slavery and promoting economic modernization.

Match the description: Led the United States during
the Civil War and fought to end slavery. Which party
does this description belong to?

This description matches the Republican Party, which Abraham Lincoln was a
part of.

Before 1960, which party was Abraham Lincoln
associated with that was considered more progressive
on civil rights?

Abraham Lincoln was associated with the Republican Party, which was
considered more progressive on civil rights before 1960.

Identify the political party: Originated in the
1850s, opposed the spread of slavery, and Abraham
Lincoln was its first successful presidential
candidate.

The Republican Party.

Which political party did Abraham Lincoln help to
establish and lead before 19607

He helped lead the Republican Party.

Match the description: Abraham Lincoln's political
party that stood for national unity and anti-slavery
policies before 1960.

The Republican Party.



Additional Resources
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Understanding the political landscape prior to 1960 requires a nuanced
exploration of the major parties that shaped the United States' domestic and
foreign policies during this pivotal era. The activity of matching
descriptions to political parties, exemplified in the “Drag Each Tile”
exercise, serves as an educational tool to deepen awareness of the
ideological divides, key figures, and historical contexts that defined
pre-1960 American politics. In this comprehensive review, we will analyze the
major political parties of the period, focusing on their core principles,
leadership, and influence, with particular attention to the Democratic and
Republican parties, as well as the emergence of third parties and significant
political movements.

Overview of the Political Landscape Before 1960

The political environment before 1960 was characterized by a dynamic
interplay of ideologies, regional interests, and social movements. The two
dominant parties, Democrats and Republicans, each embodied distinct visions
for America’s future, often reflecting regional and racial divisions.

The Democratic Party: The Party of the South and the Working Class

Historically rooted in agrarian interests and Southern support, the
Democratic Party before 1960 was associated with conservative social
policies, states’ rights, and limited federal government intervention.
However, it also housed progressive elements, especially in urban centers and
among labor groups.

The Republican Party: The Party of Business and Modernization

Founded in the 1850s, initially as an anti-slavery party, Republicans
positioned themselves as advocates of economic modernization,
industrialization, and a strong federal government. By the mid-20th century,
they attracted business interests, northern voters, and those advocating for
a more active foreign policy.

The Rise of Third Parties and Movements

While Democrats and Republicans dominated the political arena, third parties
like the Progressive Party and various reform movements occasionally
influenced policy debates, especially concerning civil rights, labor rights,
and anti-corruption efforts.



Matching Descriptions to Political Parties: An
Analytical Breakdown

This section delves into specific descriptions commonly associated with
political parties before 1960, providing detailed explanations for each to
foster a comprehensive understanding.

1. Advocated for Limited Federal Government and
States’ Rights

- Associated With: Democratic Party, especially in the South

- Explanation: Many Southern Democrats championed states’ rights, opposing
federal intervention in racial segregation and other social issues. This
ideology was rooted in maintaining local control and resisting federal
mandates, especially on civil rights.

2. Supported Progressive Reforms, Anti-Trust
Policies, and Social Welfare

- Associated With: Republican Party, particularly during the early 20th
century

- Explanation: Under leaders like Theodore Roosevelt, the Republican Party
embraced progressive reforms, including anti-trust legislation, conservation
efforts, and social reforms aimed at curbing corporate excesses and promoting
fairness.

3. Favored Segregation and Opposed Civil Rights
Legislation

- Associated With: Southern Democrats

- Explanation: Many Southern Democrats resisted civil rights advances,
supporting segregationist policies and voting against federal efforts to
promote racial equality. Their political stance was driven by preserving the
racial hierarchy.

4. Promoted Business Interests and Economic Growth

- Associated With: Republican Party, especially during the 1920s

- Explanation: The GOP often aligned with industrialists and business
leaders, advocating for policies that favored economic expansion, tax cuts,
and minimal regulation to stimulate growth.



5. Supported New Deal Policies and Government
Intervention in the Economy

- Associated With: Democratic Party, especially during Franklin D.
Roosevelt’s presidency (1933-1945)

- Explanation: Democrats under Roosevelt championed extensive government
programs to combat the Great Depression, including Social Security,
unemployment insurance, and public works projects.

6. Emphasized Anti-Communism and Strong Foreign
Policy

- Associated With: Republican Party, particularly during the Cold War era

- Explanation: Post-World War II, Republicans promoted a robust foreign
policy to contain communism, advocating for increased military spending and
alliances like NATO.

7. Supported Social Justice Movements and Civil
Rights

- Associated With: Evolving Democratic Party, especially in the 1950s

- Explanation: While initial resistance existed, the Democratic Party began
to shift towards supporting civil rights, culminating in the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, but this shift was still in its early stages before 1960.

8. Focused on Rural and Agrarian Interests

- Associated With: Democratic Party, especially in the South and West
- Explanation: Many Democrats represented rural constituencies, advocating
for policies like agricultural subsidies and opposing urban-centric reforms.

9. Emphasized Anti-Immigration and Preservation of
American Identity

- Associated With: Various parties and factions, including some Republican
segments

- Explanation: Immigration restrictions, such as the Johnson-Reed Immigration
Act of 1924, reflected nativist sentiments prevalent among some political
groups.

10. Experienced Internal Divisions Over Civil Rights
and Economic Policies

- Associated With: Both major parties
- Explanation: Both parties faced internal conflicts over civil rights,



economic regulation, and foreign policy, foreshadowing shifts that would
occur in subsequent decades.

Key Figures and Movements Before 1960

The political narrative of the period was shaped by influential leaders and
movements that left lasting legacies.

Franklin D. Roosevelt (FDR)

- Role: The quintessential Democratic president (1933-1945)

- Impact: His New Deal transformed the role of federal government in economic
and social welfare, solidifying Democratic support among urban workers and
minorities.

Herbert Hoover

- Role: Republican president (1929-1933)

- Impact: His presidency was marked by the onset of the Great Depression, and
his policies were often viewed as insufficient, leading to a shift in public
opinion.

Harry S. Truman

- Role: Democratic president after FDR

- Impact: Led post-war transition, supported civil rights initiatives, and
took a firm stance against communism during the early Cold War.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

- Role: Republican president (1953-1961)

- Impact: Promoted modernization, infrastructure projects like the Interstate
Highway System, and a cautious approach to civil rights.

Civil Rights Movement

- Beginnings: While the movement gained momentum after 1960, foundational
efforts like the Brown v. Board of Education decision of 1954 and the
Montgomery Bus Boycott laid groundwork for future activism.

Concluding Analysis: The Pre-1960 Political
Climate

The pre-1960 American political landscape was a tapestry woven with
ideological divides, regional loyalties, and evolving social norms. The
Democratic and Republican parties, while dominant, contained within them
factions that often conflicted over civil rights, economic policies, and



foreign affairs. This era set the stage for transformative changes in the
1960s, including the civil rights revolution, shifts in party coalitions, and
the emergence of new political issues that would redefine American politics.

Understanding these dynamics is crucial for grasping the historical context
of modern American political debates. The “Drag Each Tile” activity serves as
an effective pedagogical approach to reinforce this knowledge, encouraging
learners to connect descriptions with historical parties and figures, thereby
fostering a more nuanced appreciation of the nation’s political evolution up
to the mid-20th century.

In summary, the political parties before 1960 were complex entities shaped by
regional interests, social movements, and leadership. Recognizing the core
principles and key figures associated with each description helps illuminate
the enduring themes and conflicts that continue to influence American
politics today.
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