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42. In 1867, Congress Decided That Southern States That Had Not Yet Been Readmitted To
The Union Would undergo a series of significant political and constitutional changes as part of the
broader Reconstruction efforts following the Civil War. This pivotal decision marked a turning point
in American history, shaping the nation's path toward reunification, civil rights, and the redefinition
of federal and state relationships. In this comprehensive article, we will explore the context leading
up to this decision, the specific measures enacted by Congress, and the lasting impact of these
policies on the United States.

Background: The Post-Civil War Landscape

The End of the Civil War and the Need for Reconstruction

The American Civil War (1861-1865) resulted in the defeat of the Confederate States and the
abolition of slavery. However, reunifying the nation proved complex, especially concerning the
reintegration of the Southern states that had seceded. The initial approach, known as Presidential
Reconstruction under Andrew Johnson, aimed to restore Southern states quickly, often with
leniency. This process, however, faced criticism for being too lenient and allowing former
Confederate leaders to regain political power.

The Rise of Radical Reconstruction

In response, Radical Republicans in Congress sought a more stringent approach to rebuilding the
South and securing rights for newly freed African Americans. They believed that Southern states
should meet specific requirements before being fully readmitted to the Union, including ensuring
civil rights protections and preventing former Confederates from regaining power.

The Key Decisions of 1867

Reconstruction Acts of 1867

In 1867, Congress passed a series of Reconstruction Acts, fundamentally altering the process for
Southern states to reenter the Union. These laws laid out explicit procedures and conditions for
readmission, emphasizing military oversight and constitutional reforms.



The Main Provisions of the 1867 Reconstruction Acts

The acts, collectively known as the Reconstruction Acts, included:

 Division of the South into Military Districts: The Southern states that had not yet been
readmitted were divided into five military districts, each governed by a Union general. This
military governance aimed to enforce new laws and protect civil rights.

e Requirements for State Constitutions: Southern states were required to create new
constitutions guaranteeing universal male suffrage, including rights for African Americans,
and ratify the 14th Amendment, which granted citizenship and equal protection under the law.

e Voter Registration and Constituent Assemblies: States had to hold conventions to draft
new constitutions, which had to be approved by Congress.

¢ Disenfranchisement of Certain Confederates: Many former Confederates were
temporarily barred from voting or holding office, ensuring that Radical Republicans could
influence the political landscape.

Readmission Criteria and Timeline

The process for Southern states to be readmitted involved:

1. Formulating new state constitutions that met the outlined requirements.
2. Ratifying the 14th Amendment to secure civil rights protections.

3. Gaining approval from Congress, which could veto or accept the new state governments.

States that complied with these measures could petition Congress for readmission. The timeline
varied, but most Southern states achieved readmission between 1868 and 1870.

States That Were Readmitted After the 1867 Decision

Following the enactment of the Reconstruction Acts, several Southern states successfully rejoined
the Union:

e Arkansas (1868)

e Tennessee (1866, but fully reintegrated under new laws)



¢ North Carolina (1868)
¢ South Carolina (1868)
e Alabama (1868)

* Florida (1868)

¢ Georgia (1870)

* Louisiana (1868)

e Mississippi (1870)

e Texas (1870)

e Virginia (1870)

These states adopted new constitutions, ratified the 14th Amendment, and established governments
aligned with the Union's objectives.

Impacts of the 1867 Decisions on Reconstruction

Political Changes

The 1867 Reconstruction Acts shifted political power in the South:

- Empowered Radical Republicans and African Americans in the political process.

- Led to the election of the first African American legislators, including Hiram Revels and Blanche K.
Bruce.

- Created tensions with white Southern Democrats who opposed Reconstruction policies.

Social and Civil Rights Advancements

The measures aimed to protect the civil rights of formerly enslaved individuals:

- Enforced the 14th Amendment, granting citizenship and equal protection.
- Paved the way for the 15th Amendment, prohibiting voting restrictions based on race.
- Established federal oversight to prevent violence and intimidation against Black citizens.



Resistance and Backlash

Despite these advancements, Reconstruction faced significant resistance:

- White supremacist groups like the Ku Klux Klan emerged, using violence to intimidate Black voters
and politicians.

- Many Southern whites attempted to undermine Reconstruction through legal and extralegal means.
- Eventually, these tensions contributed to the end of Reconstruction in 1877.

Legacy of the 1867 Reconstruction Decisions

Long-term Effects on American Society

The policies established in 1867 had enduring consequences:

- Laid the constitutional foundation for civil rights laws.
- Enabled the brief period of African American political participation during Reconstruction.
- Highlighted the federal government's role in enforcing civil rights.

Challenges and Limitations

However, the Reconstruction era also faced limitations:

- Many of the gains for African Americans were rolled back during the Jim Crow era.
- The end of Reconstruction led to disenfranchisement and segregation.
- The struggle for racial equality persisted for more than a century.

Conclusion: The Significance of the 1867 Decision

The decision by Congress in 1867 to impose military governance and strict requirements for
readmission was a bold step towards rebuilding a fractured nation. It underscored the federal
government's commitment to civil rights and national unity but also revealed the deep divisions
within American society. While Reconstruction ultimately faced setbacks, the policies enacted during
this period set important precedents for civil rights and the ongoing effort to define equality under
the law.

Understanding this critical moment in 1867 helps us appreciate the complexities of American history
and the ongoing journey toward justice and reconciliation. The Reconstruction Acts and the
decisions surrounding the readmission of Southern states exemplify the federal government’s role in
shaping the nation’s constitutional and social fabric—a legacy that continues to influence the United
States today.



Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main decision made by Congress in 1867
regarding Southern states?

In 1867, Congress decided that Southern states that had not yet been readmitted to the Union would
be placed under military reconstruction and required to fulfill certain conditions before regaining
full statehood.

Which congressional act in 1867 outlined the process for
readmitting Southern states?

The Reconstruction Act of 1867 outlined the process for readmitting Southern states that had not yet
been readmitted to the Union.

How did the 1867 congressional decision impact the
Reconstruction era?

It marked a shift toward a more rigorous federal oversight of Southern states, enforcing new
requirements for political and civil rights, and ensuring states ratified the 14th Amendment before
rejoining the Union.

Which Southern states were affected by the 1867
congressional decisions regarding readmission?

States like Texas, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas,
and Florida were affected, as they were under military control until meeting the requirements for
readmission.

What were the key conditions Southern states had to meet
according to the 1867 Reconstruction Acts?

States had to ratify the 14th Amendment, establish new state governments with African American
voting rights, and rewrite their constitutions to be acceptable under federal standards.

Why did Congress take a hardline approach in 1867 towards
Southern states?

Congress aimed to protect the rights of newly freed African Americans, ensure loyalty to the Union,
and prevent former Confederate leaders from regaining power without meeting specific criteria.

What was the significance of Congress's 1867 decision for the
future of Reconstruction?

It established federal authority over Southern states, laid the groundwork for civil rights



advancements, and set conditions that Southern states had to satisfy to rejoin the Union, shaping
Reconstruction policies.

Additional Resources

Reconstruction and Reintegration: The 1867 Congressional Decision on Southern States

The year 1867 marked a pivotal juncture in United States history, particularly concerning the
process of reunification after the Civil War. The question of how to reintegrate the seceded Southern
states into the Union was both complex and contentious. Central to this process was the decisive
action taken by Congress regarding those Southern states that had not yet been readmitted
following the Confederacy's defeat. This decision significantly shaped the trajectory of
Reconstruction, civil rights, and the political landscape of the post-war South.

The Context Leading Up to 1867

The End of the Civil War and Initial Plans for Reconstruction

- Appomattox and the Collapse of the Confederacy: In April 1865, Confederate General Robert E. Lee
surrendered at Appomattox Court House, effectively ending the Civil War. This victory for the Union
set the stage for reconstructing the fractured nation.

- Lincoln’s Ten Percent Plan (1863): President Abraham Lincoln proposed a lenient approach,
allowing states to rejoin the Union once 10% of their voters swore an oath of loyalty. This plan aimed
to facilitate rapid reconciliation but faced opposition from Radical Republicans.

- Radical Republican Opposition: Radicals believed Lincoln’s plan was too lenient and insufficiently
protected the rights of freed slaves and Unionists in the South. They advocated for stricter measures
to reshape Southern society.

The Rise of Radical Reconstruction and the Wade-Davis Bill

- The Wade-Davis Bill (1864): Proposed by Radical Republicans, it required a majority of white male
citizens to take an oath of loyalty before readmission, and demanded stronger guarantees for civil
rights.

- Lincoln’s Pocket Veto: Lincoln refused to sign the Wade-Davis Bill, favoring a more moderate
approach.

- Johnson’s Presidential Reconstruction (1865-1867): After Lincoln's assassination in April 1865,
President Andrew Johnson implemented a lenient plan similar to Lincoln’s, which allowed Southern



states to reestablish governments with minimal requirements.

The 1867 Congressional Actions: A Turning Point

The Shift Toward Radical Reconstruction

By 1867, it was evident that Johnson’s approach was insufficient in ensuring rights for freed slaves
and in curbing Southern resistance to Reconstruction policies. Radical Republicans in Congress
sought to take control of the process.

Congressional Reconstruction Acts of 1867

- Overview: The Reconstruction Acts of 1867, passed over Johnson’s vetoes, divided the South into
five military districts controlled by Union generals, with strict requirements for readmission.

- Key Provisions:
1. Military Oversight: Southern states were placed under martial law.

2. Constitutional Conventions: States were required to hold conventions to draft new constitutions
guaranteeing black male suffrage.

3. Ratification of the 14th Amendment: States needed to ratify this amendment, which guaranteed
equal protection under the law.

4. Disenfranchisement of Former Confederates: Many leaders and officials who had participated in
the Confederacy were temporarily barred from holding office.

The Specific Question: What Would Congress Decide
for Unreadmitted Southern States?

The Core Issue

Before the passage of the Reconstruction Acts, several Southern states—most notably Texas,
Mississippi, and Virginia—had not been readmitted to the Union following the original end of
hostilities. Their status was uncertain, and Congress faced the challenge of deciding how to handle
these states.



Initial Stance and Legislative Actions

- Suspended Readmission: Congress set a firm stance that certain states would not be readmitted
until they met specific conditions—most importantly, ratifying the 14th Amendment and establishing
new, fair constitutions.

- Military Control as a Prerequisite: The Acts stipulated that these states would be governed under
military rule until they satisfied the criteria for readmission.

Congress’s Decision in 1867

- Deciding to Withhold Readmission: Congress explicitly
determined that states which had not yet been readmitted
would remain under military control and would need to fulfill
the Reconstruction requirements.

- Rejection of Johnson’s Leniency: This move marked a clear
rejection of Johnson’s more lenient policies, emphasizing that
Southern states had to meet specific conditions to rejoin the
Union fully.

- Implication for the Southern States: States like Texas,
Mississippi, and Virginia were effectively suspended from
representation in Congress until they complied with the new
standards.

Impacts of the 1867 Decision

Political and Social Ramifications

- Reassertion of Congressional Authority: The decision



signified that Congress, particularly Radical Republicans,
would control the Reconstruction process, diminishing
Johnson’s influence.

- Protection of Civil Rights: The requirement for ratification of
the 14th Amendment was a pivotal step in safeguarding the
civil rights of freed slaves and establishing constitutional
protections.

- Disenfranchisement of Ex-Confederates: By barring
Confederate leaders from holding office, Congress aimed to
reshape Southern political institutions.

The Effect on Southern States

- Delayed Readmission: States like Texas, Mississippi, and
Virginia remained under military rule for extended periods,
delaying their reentry into the Union.

- Reconstruction Governments: Under military oversight, new
state governments were formed, often with significant
participation from African Americans and Radical
Republicans.

- Tensions and Resistance: These measures provoked

resistance from Southern whites who opposed the changes,
leading to the rise of groups like the Ku Klux Klan.

Legal and Constitutional Significance



The 14th Amendment’s Role

- Guarantee of Equal Protection: Ratification of the 14th
Amendment was essential for states seeking readmission,
ensuring equal rights under the law.

- Federal Enforcement: The amendment empowered Congress
to enforce civil rights legislation and oversee state
compliance.

The Military Reconstruction Acts’ Legacy

- Military Enforcement: The use of military districts enabled
the federal government to enforce new laws and protect the
rights of newly freed slaves.

- Foundation for Future Rights: These measures laid the

groundwork for subsequent civil rights advancements,
although challenges persisted.

Criticism and Support for the 1867 Decision

Support from Radical Republicans

- Ensuring Full Reconstruction: Radicals believed that strict
conditions were necessary to rebuild a fair and just Southern
society.



- Protection of Freedmen: They viewed military oversight and
constitutional guarantees as essential for protecting African
Americans’ rights.

Criticism from Southern Whites and Moderates

- Perception of Punishment: Many Southerners saw the
military control and conditions as punitive and unjust.

- Concerns about Federal Overreach: Some argued that
Congress was overstepping constitutional bounds by imposing
such measures.

Legacy of the 1867 Decision

- Long-term Impact: The policies enacted in 1867 set the stage
for the Reconstruction era's successes and failures,
influencing civil rights movements for generations.

- Reconstruction’s End and Reversal: With the Compromise of
1877 and the withdrawal of federal troops, many of these
measures were rolled back, leading to the rise of Jim Crow
laws.

- Historical Significance: The 1867 decision exemplifies the
federal government’s commitment to shaping a new social
order in the South and the ongoing struggle for civil rights.



In conclusion, the 1867 decision by Congress to govern
unreadmitted Southern states through military authority and
strict reconstruction requirements was a defining moment in
American history. It reflected a shift toward a more active
federal role in shaping post-war Southern society,
emphasizing civil rights, constitutional guarantees, and
political restructuring. While controversial and resisted by
many Southern whites, these measures ultimately aimed to
create a more equitable and unified nation. The legacy of
these policies continues to influence debates over federal
authority, civil rights, and the process of national
reunification.
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