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When examining the legislative process in the United States government,
understanding how a bill becomes law is essential. The journey from an idea
to a law involves multiple steps and key players, primarily the Congress
(composed of the House of Representatives and the Senate) and the President.
While many are familiar with the general process, certain aspects often lead
to confusion. This article explores the specific sequence of events in

passing a bill, focusing on common misconceptions and clarifying which
actions or steps are NOT part of the standard legislative process.

The Legislative Process: An Overview

Before diving into the details, it’s helpful to understand the broad stages a
bill undergoes:

1. Introduction of the bill

2. Committee review and markup

3. Floor debate and voting in the originating chamber

4. Transmission to the other chamber for consideration

5. Conference committee reconciliation (if needed)

6. Final approval in both chambers

7. Submission to the President for signature or veto

At each stage, specific procedures are followed, and different players have
roles and responsibilities.

Passage of a Bill in Both the House and Senate



The initial statement-"Both the House and the Senate pass a bill. The bill is
then submitted to the President"—captures the core process for most
legislation. For a bill to become law, it generally needs to be approved by
both chambers of Congress in identical form. Only then can it be sent to the
President for final action.

How a Bill Moves Through Congress

Step 1: Introduction and Committee Review

- A member of either chamber introduces a bill.

- The bill is assigned to relevant committees, which review, amend, and hold
hearings.

- Committees may pass, amend, or reject the bill.

Step 2: Floor Debate and Voting

- After committee approval, the bill moves to the floor of the chamber.
- Members debate and may propose further amendments.
- A vote is taken; if approved, the bill moves to the other chamber.

Step 3: Consideration by the Other Chamber

- The second chamber repeats a similar process.
- If both chambers pass different versions, a conference committee may
reconcile differences.

Step 4: Final Approval and Presidential Action

- Both chambers must approve the identical final version.
- The bill is then sent to the President.

The Role of the President

Once a bill reaches the President, several options are available:

e Sign the bill: The bill becomes law.
e Veto the bill: Return it to Congress with reasons for rejection.

e Take no action: If Congress is in session, the bill automatically
becomes law after 10 days.



e Pocket veto: If Congress adjourns during the 10-day period, the
President's inaction effectively vetoes the bill.

Note: The process of submitting the bill to the President is a critical step
after both chambers pass it, but certain actions are NOT involved in this
process.

Common Misconceptions and Clarifications

This section discusses actions or steps that are NOT part of the process once
both the House and Senate pass a bill and it is submitted to the President.

Actions That Are NOT Part of the Standard
Legislative Process

e Sending the bill directly to the Supreme Court for approval.
The judiciary, including the Supreme Court, does not have a role in
approving or vetoing legislation. The courts only interpret laws after
they are enacted.

e Allowing the Vice President to unilaterally approve the bill.
The Vice President does not have a formal role in the legislative
process or in approving bills unless acting as President of the Senate
during certain procedures, which is unrelated to bill approval.

e Requiring a national referendum or popular vote before the President
signs the bill.
While some states have referendums, federal law does not require a
direct vote by the public before a bill becomes law.

e Having the bill go back to Congress for a second vote after the
President signs it.
Once signed into law, the bill cannot be sent back for a second
congressional vote to reverse it; this would require another legislative
process.

e Submitting the bill to the Cabinet for approval.
The President’s Cabinet does not approve legislation; their role is
advisory, not legislative approval.

e Allowing individual states to veto federal legislation.
State governments do not have a veto power over federal laws, which are
enacted uniformly across the country.



Understanding the Limits of the Process

It's important to recognize that the legislative process follows
constitutional procedures detailed in Article I of the U.S. Constitution. Any
action outside these procedures—like direct judicial review, state vetoes, or
executive bypass—does not occur during the standard process of passing
federal legislation.

Summary of the Correct Process

To summarize, the key steps after both the House and Senate pass a bill are:

1. The bill is sent to the President.

2. The President reviews the bill.

3. The President either signs, vetoes, or takes no action.
4. If signed, the bill becomes law.

5. If vetoed, Congress may override with a two-thirds vote in both
chambers.

Any steps outside this chain—such as judicial approval or direct public
voting—are NOT part of the process.

Conclusion

Understanding which actions are NOT involved in the process of turning a bill
into law helps clarify the legislative process and dispel misconceptions.
When both the House and Senate pass a bill, the subsequent steps involve the
President’s decision, not judicial review, state vetoes, or public
referendums. Recognizing these distinctions ensures a clearer comprehension
of how the U.S. government functions in enacting legislation.

In essence, the process is a constitutional procedure designed to balance
legislative authority and executive oversight, with clear roles for each
branch. Actions such as sending the bill to the Supreme Court for approval,
requiring a national referendum, or involving state governments in vetoing
federal legislation are NOT part of this process.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the process called when both the House and
the Senate pass a bill before submitting it to the
President?

It is called the passage of a bill through both chambers of Congress before
presidential approval.

Which step occurs after both the House and the
Senate pass a bill?

The bill is submitted to the President for approval or veto.

Is submitting a bill to the President a part of the
legislative process after passing both chambers?

Yes, submitting the bill to the President is the final step after passage in
both chambers.

Does the President have the power to amend a bill
after it has been passed by Congress?

No, the President cannot amend a bill; they can only sign it into law or veto
it.

Can the House and Senate pass a bill without
submitting it to the President?

No, the formal process requires the bill to be submitted to the President
after passing both chambers.

Is the President involved in the initial drafting
and debate of a bill?

No, the President is not involved in the initial drafting or debate; that
occurs in Congress.

Which of the following is NOT a step in the process
of a bill becoming law: (a) Both chambers pass the
bill, (b) The President signs the bill, (c) The bill
is debated in the Supreme Court, (d) The bill is



submitted to the President?

(c) The bill is debated in the Supreme Court is NOT a step in the legislative
process.

Additional Resources
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In the complex machinery of the United States government, the legislative
process is a carefully orchestrated sequence that ensures thorough scrutiny,
debate, and consensus before a bill becomes law. At the core of this process
lies a series of critical steps—most notably, the passage of a bill through
both chambers of Congress and subsequent approval or veto by the President.
While this procedure appears straightforward on the surface, the nuances and
procedural intricacies reveal a landscape that is far more complex than it
might first seem.

This article delves deeply into the legislative process, focusing on the step
where both the House of Representatives and the Senate pass a bill, and it is
then submitted to the President. We will explore what this stage entails,
common misconceptions, and clarify what actions or scenarios are NOT part of
this process, providing a comprehensive understanding of this pivotal phase.

The Path from Bill Introduction to Presidential
Submission: An Overview

The journey of a bill from conception to becoming law involves multiple
stages:

1. Drafting and Introduction: A bill is drafted and introduced in either the
House or the Senate.

2. Committee Review: It is assigned to relevant committees for detailed
examination, hearings, and amendments.

3. Floor Debate and Vote: Both chambers debate the bill and vote on its
passage.

4. Conference Committee (if necessary): To reconcile differences between
House and Senate versions.

5. Final Approval: Both chambers approve the reconciled bill.

6. Submission to the President: The bill is then sent to the President for
signature or veto.

The focus of this article is primarily on the critical step of the bill
passing both chambers and its subsequent submission to the executive branch.



Passing the Bill in Both Chambers

The process of passing a bill in the House and Senate involves several
procedural steps:

- Majority Vote: A bill must secure a simple majority (more than 50%) of
votes in each chamber.

- Voting Methods: Votes can be conducted via voice vote, division vote, or
roll call vote.

- Bill's Passage: Once both chambers pass the bill, it proceeds to the next
phase, often involving reconciliation if there are differences.

Important Clarification: Passing in the House and Senate does not mean the
bill automatically becomes law. It only signifies that both chambers agree on
the bill's language, and it is now ready for submission to the President.

Common Misconceptions About Passing the Bill

Many assume that once both chambers pass a bill, the process is complete.
However, this is a misconception. Several key points clarify what does not
happen immediately after passage:

- The bill does not automatically become law.

- The President does not automatically sign the bill.

- The bill is not yet registered as law; it remains a pending piece of
legislation.

Understanding these misconceptions is essential to grasp the nuances of the
legislative process.

The Submission of the Bill to the President:
The Final Step Before Enactment

Once both chambers pass the same version of a bill, the next step is to send
it to the President. This submission involves specific actions and protocols:

- Transmission: The bill, along with all accompanying documentation, 1is
physically or electronically transmitted to the President.



- Presidential Action: The President has several options upon receipt:

- Sign the bill into law.

- Veto the bill and return it to Congress with objections.

- Take no action, leading to a pocket veto (if Congress adjourns) or the bill
becoming law without signature (if Congress is in session).

Note: The process of submitting the bill is formal and procedural. It is not
an automatic or informal step.

What the Submission Is NOT

In clarifying the procedural landscape, it’s equally important to understand
what does NOT happen during this stage:

- It is NOT the same as the bill becoming law. Submission to the President is
a prerequisite for law but does not guarantee enactment.

- It is NOT an automatic process. The President does not receive bills
automatically; they are transmitted through designated channels.

- It is NOT the final step in the legislative process. The President’s
decision determines the bill’s fate afterward.

- It is NOT a formality without implications. The submission is a critical
step that triggers the President's constitutional powers.

Presidential Options and Their Implications

Once the bill reaches the President, several scenarios can unfold:

1. Signing the Bill into Law

- The President signs the bill, and it becomes law.
- The signing often includes ceremonial or formal acknowledgment.
- The law is then codified in the United States Code.

2. Veto and Return to Congress

- The President vetoes the bill, returning it with objections.

- Congress can attempt to override the veto with a two-thirds vote in both
chambers.

- If overridden, the bill becomes law despite the veto.



3. Pocket Veto

- If the President does not sign or veto within 10 days and Congress is in
session, the bill automatically becomes law.

- If Congress adjourns during this period, the bill does not become law
(pocket veto).

4. No Action (Automatically Becomes Law or Vetoed)

- As mentioned above, the timing and congressional session influence whether
the bill becomes law without signature or is vetoed via pocket veto.

Procedural Nuances and Less Obvious Aspects

While the basic flow appears straightforward, several procedural nuances
influence the process:

- Bill Types and Their Specific Procedures: Certain bills, like budget
resolutions or constitutional amendments, may follow different procedures.

- Timing and Congressional Schedule: The timing of submission and action can
be influenced by legislative calendars.

- Presidential Signatures and Formalities: The actual act of signing may
involve formal ceremonies, especially for significant legislation.

- Administrative Transmissions: Bills are transmitted through official
channels, often with accompanying reports or statements.

Summary: Clarifying the Key Point

In summary, the critical understanding is that:

- Once both the House and Senate pass a bill, the next procedural step is its
submission to the President.

- This submission is a formal, procedural act that triggers the President’s
constitutional powers to approve or veto the legislation.

- The process does not include the bill automatically becoming law, nor does
it happen without the bill having been passed and prepared for transmission.
- Several actions, such as the President’s signing, vetoing, or taking no
action, follow the submission.



Conclusion: The Significance of the Submission
Stage

Understanding the submission of a bill to the President after passage in both
chambers illuminates the delicate balance of legislative and executive powers
enshrined in the U.S. Constitution. It underscores that passage in Congress,
while crucial, is only part of the broader process of lawmaking. The
submission to the President is a formal step that brings the legislative
process into the executive branch's realm, where the ultimate
decision-signing or vetoing—determines the fate of the legislation.

Recognizing what is NOT part of this stage helps clarify misconceptions and
highlights the procedural rigor involved in transforming legislative
proposals into enforceable laws. This clarity is essential for scholars,
students, policymakers, and citizens alike to appreciate the intricate
workings of American governance.

In essence, the act of both chambers passing a bill and then submitting it to
the President is a formal, procedural step—not an automatic or final
step—making it clear that the journey from legislation to law involves
multiple, deliberate stages governed by constitutional provisions and
parliamentary procedures.
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