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Understanding the intricacies of English grammar is essential for effective
communication, especially when it comes to constructing clear and meaningful sentences.
One fundamental concept within this realm is the noun clause—a group of words that
functions as a noun within a sentence. Recognizing noun clauses and understanding their
components can significantly enhance your writing and comprehension skills. In this
article, we will explore what a noun clause is, identify the words that introduce and form
these clauses, and analyze how they operate within sentences to serve grammatical
functions.

---

What Is a Noun Clause?

Definition and Basic Explanation
A noun clause is a dependent clause that acts as a noun in a sentence. This means it can
serve as a subject, an object, or a complement within a sentence structure. Unlike simple
nouns, noun clauses are longer groups of words that contain a subject and a predicate, yet
they function collectively as a single noun.

Examples of Noun Clauses
To illustrate, consider the following sentences:

What you said surprised everyone.

She believes that he is innocent.

That he failed the test was unexpected.

In each case, the clause starting with "What," "that," or "that" functions as a noun, serving
as the subject or object of the sentence.

---



Words That Introduce Noun Clauses

Common Introductory Words for Noun Clauses
The words that lead into noun clauses are called relative words or introducers. These
words set the stage for the clause to function as a noun. The most common words include:

Wh- words: what, who, whom, which, whose1.

Conjunctions: that, whether, if2.

Details of Each Introductory Word

What: Used to introduce questions or statements about things or actions. Example:
What you said is true.

Who / Whom / Whose: Used for people. Example: Who called you?

Which: Used to specify choices or options. Example: Which book you want to read is
up to you.

That: Often used in statements and can be omitted in some cases. Example: I know
that she is coming.

Whether / If: Used to introduce indirect yes/no questions. Examples: He asked
whether I was free.

---

Structure of a Noun Clause

Components of a Noun Clause
A typical noun clause contains the following parts:

Introductory word: The word that begins the clause (e.g., what, who, that).1.

Subject: The noun or pronoun performing the action or being described.2.



Predicate: The verb or verb phrase that provides information about the subject.3.

Optional modifiers: Words that add detail or description within the clause.4.

Example Breakdown
Consider: What she said surprised everyone.

Introductory word: What

Subject: she

Predicate: said

Entire clause: What she said

This clause acts as the subject of the main sentence.

---

Functions of Noun Clauses in Sentences

As a Subject
When a noun clause functions as a subject, it appears at the beginning of the sentence.
For example:

What you decide will affect everyone.

Here, "What you decide" is the subject.

As an Object
Noun clauses can serve as direct or indirect objects. Examples:

Direct object: I believe that he is honest.1.

Indirect object: She told me that she was leaving.2.



As a Subject Complement
A noun clause can also act as a subject complement, completing the meaning of a linking
verb:

The question is whether we can trust him.

As an Object of a Preposition
Noun clauses can function as objects of prepositions:

We are interested in what they have to say.

---

Identifying Noun Clauses in Sentences

Tips for Recognition
To identify a noun clause, look for the following clues:

It begins with words like what, who, whom, which, whose, that, whether, or if.

It contains a subject and a verb, forming a complete thought within the clause.

It functions grammatically as a noun—subject, object, or complement.

Practice Examples
Analyze these sentences:

Can you tell me where she went?1.

I don't know whether he will come.2.



What I need is a vacation.3.

In each, the underlined parts are noun clauses, introduced by words like where, whether,
and what.

---

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Mistakes to Watch Out For

Confusing noun clauses with relative clauses.

Omitting the introductory word when necessary, leading to ambiguity.

Using incorrect punctuation, especially in complex sentences.

Tips to Improve Accuracy

Identify the introductory word first; if the clause contains a subject and verb and
functions as a noun, it's likely a noun clause.

Check the sentence structure to see if the clause is acting as a subject, object, or
complement.

Practice with exercises and analyze sentence patterns regularly.

---

Conclusion
Understanding noun clauses and the words that introduce them is vital for mastering
English grammar. Recognizing the roles these clauses play within sentences can improve
both your writing clarity and your comprehension skills. Remember that words like what,
who, whom, which, whose, that, whether, and if are key to forming and identifying noun
clauses. By practicing their identification and usage, you'll develop a stronger command
over complex sentence structures, making your language more precise and expressive.

---



In summary:

- Noun clauses are groups of words functioning as nouns.
- They are introduced by words such as what, who, whom, which, whose, that, whether,
and if.
- They can serve as subjects, objects, or complements.
- Recognizing their structure and function enhances sentence clarity.

Master these concepts, and you'll be well on your way to becoming a more confident and
effective communicator in English!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a noun clause?
A noun clause is a group of words that functions as a noun within a sentence.

Which words typically introduce a noun clause?
Words like 'what,' 'who,' 'whom,' 'whose,' 'which,' 'that,' and 'why' often introduce noun
clauses.

In the sentence 'I know what you did,' which part is the
noun clause?
The phrase 'what you did' is the noun clause functioning as the object of the verb 'know.'

How can you identify a noun clause in a sentence?
A noun clause can be identified by its ability to act as a noun, often introduced by words
like 'what' or 'that,' and can serve as a subject, object, or complement.

What is the function of the words in the sentence 'That
he is honest is obvious'?
The phrase 'That he is honest' is a noun clause functioning as the subject of the sentence.

Can a noun clause serve as the object of a preposition?
Yes, a noun clause can serve as the object of a preposition, such as in 'I'm interested in
what you have to say.'

Why is understanding noun clauses important in



grammar?
Understanding noun clauses helps in constructing complex sentences correctly and
enhances clarity in writing and speaking.

Additional Resources
Understanding Noun Clauses: A Comprehensive Guide to Recognizing and Analyzing Their
Role in Sentences

A noun clause is a group of words that function as a noun within a sentence, often serving
as the subject, object, or complement. Recognizing noun clauses is essential for mastering
complex sentence structures, improving both your writing clarity and comprehension
skills. In this article, we will explore what noun clauses are, how they function, and
analyze specific examples to help you identify them in various contexts.

---

What Is a Noun Clause?

A noun clause is a dependent clause that behaves like a noun. It can replace a noun or
noun phrase in a sentence, acting as the subject, object, or complement. Unlike simple
nouns, noun clauses are more complex because they contain a subject and a predicate
(verb) within the clause itself.

Characteristics of a Noun Clause

- It begins with a relative pronoun (such as what, who, whom, whose, which) or a
subordinating conjunction (such as that, whether, how, why, when, where).
- It contains a subject and a predicate but cannot stand alone as a complete sentence.
- It functions as a noun in the sentence, meaning it can be replaced with a pronoun like it
or that for testing.

Examples of Noun Clauses

- What she said surprised everyone.
- I don’t know where he went.
- Can you tell me why they left?

---

The Role of Noun Clauses in Sentences

Noun clauses can serve various grammatical functions, including:

1. Subject of a Sentence

The noun clause acts as the subject performing the action.

Example:



What you decided is final.

2. Object of a Verb

The noun clause receives the action of the verb.

Example:
She believes that he is innocent.

3. Object of a Preposition

The noun clause follows a preposition.

Example:
He is interested in what she has to say.

4. Complement of a Subject or Object

The noun clause provides additional information, completing the meaning.

Example:
The problem is that we don’t have enough time.

---

Recognizing Words in a Sentence That Make a Noun Clause

Identifying the words that introduce noun clauses is key to understanding their function.
Typically, these words include:

Common Introductory Words for Noun Clauses

- That (most common, especially in indirect statements)
- What
- Who
- Whom
- Whose
- Which
- When
- Where
- Why
- How
- Whether

Examples of Words in Sentences That Make Noun Clauses

Let's analyze a sample sentence for the words that create a noun clause:

"I wonder whether he will come to the party."

- The word whether introduces the noun clause whether he will come.



- The clause functions as the object of the verb wonder.

---

Analyzing a Sample Sentence: "A Noun Clause Is A Group Of Words That Function As A
Noun. Which Words in The Following Sentence Make?"

Now, let's break down the sentence:

"A Noun Clause Is A Group Of Words That Function As A Noun. Which Words in The
Following Sentence Make?"

Step 1: Identify the Main Clauses

- First clause:
A Noun Clause Is A Group Of Words That Function As A Noun.

- Second clause (question):
Which Words in The Following Sentence Make?

Step 2: Recognize the Noun Clause

The sentence contains a question at the end: "Which Words in The Following Sentence
Make?" The phrase "Which Words in The Following Sentence Make" is incomplete as a
standalone sentence but functions as an interrogative phrase. It’s part of a question asking
about the words that perform a certain function.

Step 3: Determine the Function of the Noun Clause

In the question, the phrase "Which Words in The Following Sentence Make" is a noun
clause acting as the object of the verb "Make". It is asking for specific words that fulfill a
grammatical role.

Step 4: Identify the Words That Make the Noun Clause

The words "Which Words in The Following Sentence" are a noun phrase acting as the
subject of the verb "Make". The entire phrase "Which Words in The Following Sentence
Make" is part of the question, which is a type of noun clause functioning as the object of
implied understanding.

In this context, the key words that introduce the noun clause are:

- Which — a relative/interrogative pronoun used to inquire about specific items.
- Words — the subject of the clause.
- in The Following Sentence — a prepositional phrase modifying Words.
- Make — the verb, concluding the clause.

Therefore, the words that make the noun clause in the question are:
"Which Words in The Following Sentence Make"

---



How to Identify Noun Clauses in Your Own Reading and Writing

Step-by-Step Approach

1. Look for introductory words: Words like what, who, which, that, when, where, why,
how, or whether at the beginning of a group of words.
2. Check if the group has a subject and verb: The group should contain both, indicating it’s
a clause.
3. Determine its function: Does it act as the subject, object, or complement? Replace it
with a pronoun like it or that to see if the sentence still makes sense.
4. Look for subordinate clauses: They cannot stand alone and are dependent on the main
clause.
5. Practice with examples: Analyzing sentences will help you recognize patterns.

---

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Identifying Noun Clauses

- Confusing noun clauses with relative clauses: Relative clauses modify nouns and begin
with who, whom, whose, which, that, but they do not function as a noun themselves.
- Ignoring the introductory words: Noticing words like what or whether is key.
- Misidentifying incomplete groups of words as clauses: Ensure the group has both a
subject and a verb.

---

Summary: Key Takeaways

- A noun clause is a dependent clause that functions as a noun.
- It generally begins with words like what, who, whose, which, that, when, where, why,
how, whether.
- Noun clauses can serve as subjects, objects, or complements within sentences.
- Recognizing the introductory words and the internal structure of the clause helps in
identifying them.
- In complex sentences, understanding noun clauses enhances clarity and grammatical
correctness.

---

Final Thoughts

Mastering the recognition and understanding of noun clauses enriches your grammatical
toolkit, allowing you to craft more sophisticated sentences and comprehend complex
structures in reading. Whether you’re analyzing literature, writing essays, or engaging in
daily communication, knowing which words in a sentence make a noun clause is
invaluable. Practice by dissecting sentences, identifying the clause starters, and
understanding their functions—soon, recognizing noun clauses will become second nature.

---

Remember: The key to mastering noun clauses is understanding their role as the "noun" in



the sentence and paying attention to the words that introduce them. Keep practicing, and
you'll become adept at spotting these versatile grammatical structures in no time.
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