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According To Kohlberg, At This Stage Of Moral Reasoning, Adherence To Moral
Codes Or To Codes Of Law represents a pivotal point in moral development
where individuals prioritize maintaining social order and respecting
established authority. This stage, often associated with the conventional
level of moral reasoning, reflects a person's commitment to conforming to
societal norms, laws, and moral standards to uphold social harmony.
Understanding this stage is crucial for comprehending how individuals
navigate complex moral dilemmas and the societal expectations that shape
their behavior. In this article, we explore the characteristics of this
stage, its significance in moral development, and how it influences ethical
decision-making.

Understanding Kohlberg’s Stages of Moral
Development

Overview of Kohlberg’s Theory

Lawrence Kohlberg, a renowned psychologist, developed a theory of moral
development that outlines how individuals evolve morally through a series of
stages. His model comprises three main levels:

- Pre-conventional Level: Focused on self-interest and avoiding punishment.

- Conventional Level: Emphasizes conformity to social norms, laws, and
authority.

- Post-conventional Level: Centers on internal moral principles and universal
ethical rules.

Within these levels, Kohlberg identified specific stages, with adherence to
moral codes or laws primarily associated with the Conventional Level.

The Conventional Level and Its Significance

This level generally appears during adolescence and early adulthood, where
individuals internalize societal standards. The primary concern at this stage
is maintaining social order and gaining approval from others. The focus is on



conforming to the expectations of family, community, and society at large.

Stage 4: The Stage of Authority and Social
Order

Characteristics of Stage 4

Stage 4 is often called the "Law and Order" stage, marking the highest point
of conventional moral reasoning. Key features include:

- Respect for Authority: Individuals believe in upholding laws and authority
figures.

- Moral Duty: There is a sense of obligation to maintain social order.

- Adherence to Rules: Rules are seen as essential to societal stability.

- Impersonal Morality: Decisions are made based on societal rules rather than
personal feelings.

In this stage, morality is rooted in the belief that laws are necessary for a
functioning society. People at this stage see rules as fixed and must be
followed to preserve social harmony.

Examples of Moral Reasoning at Stage 4

- "I must obey the law because it keeps society organized."
- "Breaking the law undermines social stability."
- "It's my moral duty to pay taxes and follow traffic laws."

Implications of Stage 4 Moral Reasoning

Individuals operating at this stage tend to:

- Respect authority figures such as police, teachers, and government
officials.

- Uphold societal laws even if they conflict with personal beliefs.

- View disobedience as morally wrong because it threatens social order.

This stage is essential for the functioning of societal institutions,
ensuring that laws are respected and maintained.



The Role of Moral Codes and Laws in Stage 4

Adherence to Moral Codes

At this stage, moral codes are viewed as external standards that must be
followed. These codes can be formal laws or informal societal norms. The
individual's motivation to adhere stems from:

- A sense of duty.
- Fear of punishment or social sanctions.
- Desire to be perceived as moral and responsible.

Respect for Laws and Authority

The respect for laws is rooted in the belief that laws serve the greater good
of society. Individuals at this stage:

- Follow laws because they are established rules for societal welfare.
- Believe that breaking laws is morally wrong, regardless of personal
circumstances.

- Support the authority of law enforcement and legal institutions.

Maintaining Social Order

The ultimate goal at this stage is to preserve social stability. Actions are
judged based on whether they conform to societal rules, and disobedience is
viewed negatively.

Advantages and Limitations of Stage 4 Moral
Reasoning

Advantages

- Promotes social cohesion and stability.
- Ensures laws are respected and enforced.
- Encourages individuals to act responsibly within societal frameworks.



Limitations

- May lead to rigid adherence to rules without critical evaluation.

- Can suppress personal moral judgments that conflict with laws.

- Not sufficient for addressing complex moral dilemmas requiring nuanced
reasoning.

Transition to Post-Conventional Morality

While Stage 4 emphasizes adherence to laws and societal norms, moral
development continues beyond this point. The next stage, Stage 5, involves
understanding that laws are social contracts that can be changed if they
conflict with higher principles of justice and human rights.

Individuals at this advanced stage evaluate laws critically and consider

universal ethical principles, such as fairness, equality, and justice, over
mere obedience.

Implications for Education and Society

Educational Approaches

Understanding that many individuals operate at the Stage 4 level can help
educators tailor moral education by:

- Reinforcing the importance of laws and social order.
- Encouraging critical thinking about laws and social norms.
- Promoting civic responsibility and ethical reasoning.

Societal Impact

A society where most individuals function at Stage 4 tends to:

Have strong legal institutions.
Experience stability and order.
Face challenges when laws are unjust or outdated.

Promoting moral development beyond Stage 4 is vital for fostering a more just



and equitable society.

Conclusion

In summary, According To Kohlberg, At This Stage Of Moral Reasoning,
Adherence To Moral Codes Or To Codes Of Law signifies a stage where
individuals prioritize maintaining social order through obedience to laws and
authority. This stage, central to the conventional level of moral
development, underscores the importance of societal norms, rules, and legal
frameworks in guiding moral behavior. While this stage fosters social
stability and responsibility, advancing beyond it involves critical
evaluation of laws and moral principles, paving the way for more autonomous
and principled moral reasoning. Recognizing this stage's role in moral
development is essential for educators, policymakers, and society at large to
nurture morally responsible citizens capable of upholding social order while
also advocating for justice and fairness.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the stage in Kohlberg's moral development
where individuals adhere strictly to moral codes or
laws?

This stage is known as the Conventional Level, specifically the Stage 4:
Authority and Social Order Maintaining Morality.

How does Kohlberg define adherence to moral codes or
laws at this stage?

At this stage, individuals follow rules and laws to maintain social order and
gain approval, emphasizing duty and social responsibility.

Why is adherence to laws and moral codes significant
in Kohlberg's theory?

Because it reflects a moral reasoning stage where individuals prioritize
societal stability and uphold laws as essential for social cohesion.

At what age or developmental phase do people



typically operate at this stage of moral reasoning?

Individuals generally operate at this stage during adolescence and early
adulthood, as they internalize societal norms and legal standards.

What are some examples of moral behavior at this
stage according to Kohlberg?

Examples include obeying laws even when inconvenient, respecting authority
figures, and following societal rules to maintain order.

How does this stage differ from earlier or later
stages in Kohlberg's moral development?

It differs from earlier stages where moral reasoning is based on obedience
and self-interest, and from later stages where reasoning involves abstract
principles and universal ethics.

Is adherence to moral codes or laws at this stage
universally considered morally appropriate?

While considered appropriate within Kohlberg's framework, some critics argue
that strict adherence without moral reasoning can lead to unjust outcomes in
certain contexts.

What influences an individual's adherence to laws
and moral codes at this stage?

Factors include societal expectations, authority figures, cultural norms, and
internalized values learned through socialization.

How can understanding this stage help in promoting
moral development?

It helps educators and policymakers foster environments that emphasize the
importance of laws and moral codes for responsible citizenship and social
harmony.

Additional Resources

According To Kohlberg, At This Stage Of Moral Reasoning, Adherence To Moral
Codes Or To Codes Of Law

Introduction



Moral development has long been a subject of profound interest within
psychology, philosophy, and education. Among the most influential theorists
in this field is Lawrence Kohlberg, whose stages of moral reasoning provide a
comprehensive framework for understanding how individuals develop their sense
of right and wrong. Central to Kohlberg’s theory is the progression through
distinct stages, each characterized by specific cognitive and moral
capabilities.

A pivotal stage in Kohlberg’s model-often considered the third or fourth
level—is distinguished by a focus on adherence to moral codes or legal rules.
This stage represents a critical transition from self-centered reasoning to a
broader understanding of societal expectations. This article explores this
specific stage of moral reasoning according to Kohlberg, examining its
characteristics, implications, and relevance in contemporary ethical
discourse.

Overview of Kohlberg’s Stages of Moral
Development

Before delving into the specifics of the stage in question, it is essential
to contextualize it within Kohlberg’'s overall framework. Kohlberg identified
six stages, grouped into three levels:

1. Pre-conventional Level (Stages 1 and 2): Focused on obedience, punishment,
and individual interests.

2. Conventional Level (Stages 3 and 4): Emphasizing social harmony, law, and
authority.

3. Post-conventional Level (Stages 5 and 6): Centered on universal ethical
principles and individual conscience.

The stage most pertinent to this discussion falls within the Conventional

Level, especially Stage 4, where adherence to laws and societal rules takes
precedence.

Stage 4: The Authority and Social Order
Orientation

Defining the Stage



According to Kohlberg, Stage 4, often termed the "Law and Order" stage, 1is
characterized by a moral reasoning that emphasizes maintaining social order.
At this point, individuals recognize the importance of law, authority, and
duty as fundamental to societal functioning. Moral judgments are based on a
collective understanding that laws are necessary for the stability and well-
being of society.

Individuals at this stage:

- Believe that moral actions are those that uphold social order.
- View laws as moral imperatives that must be obeyed.
- Establish their moral reasoning on the principles of authority and duty.

This stage typically emerges during adolescence and continues into adulthood,
especially in societies with strong legal and social institutions.

Adherence to Moral Codes Versus Codes of Law

While the stage emphasizes adherence to codes of law, it also encompasses
broader moral codes—shared societal norms, customs, and ethical standards
that guide behavior beyond formal laws. The distinction is significant:

- Moral Codes: These are societal or cultural norms that dictate what is
considered right or wrong within a community, such as honesty, respect, or
fairness.

- Codes of Law: Formal statutes and regulations enacted by governing bodies
to regulate behavior and maintain order.

At Stage 4, an individual’s moral reasoning involves:
- Recognizing the importance of both moral and legal codes.

- Believing that following these codes is essential for societal harmony.
- Viewing laws as expressions of social contracts that must be upheld.

Characteristics of Moral Reasoning at Stage 4

Understanding the cognitive and ethical features of individuals operating at
this stage provides insight into their decision-making process.

Obedience and Authority

- The primary motivation is to avoid punishment and gain approval from
authority figures.



- Moral judgments are based on the belief that laws and rules are in place
because they are necessary for societal order.

- Disobedience is viewed as morally wrong because it threatens social
stability.

Duty and Social Responsibility

- Individuals see themselves as duty-bound to obey laws and uphold social
order.

- They understand that maintaining societal norms benefits everyone.

- Moral reasoning is rooted in a sense of obligation rather than personal
conviction.

Respect for Authority

- Authority figures, such as law enforcement or government officials, are
viewed as legitimate sources of moral authority.
- Respect for authority is central to moral judgments.

Examples of Moral Decisions

- Paying taxes because it supports public services.
- Following traffic laws to ensure safety.
- Reporting violations to maintain order.

Implications and Critiques of Stage 4 Moral
Reasoning

While Kohlberg'’s Stage 4 reasoning is essential for societal cohesion, it
invites several discussions regarding its strengths, limitations, and
relevance.

Strengths

- Promotes social stability by encouraging obedience to laws.

- Recognizes the importance of social institutions and collective
responsibility.

- Serves as a foundation upon which higher stages of moral reasoning can
develop.



Limitations and Critiques

- Rigidity: Some argue that strict adherence to laws can lead to moral
rigidity, where individuals follow rules without questioning their justice.

- Legal vs. Ethical Tensions: Laws are not always just; at this stage,
individuals may obey unjust laws simply because they are laws.

- Cultural Bias: The emphasis on law and order aligns more with Western
legalistic societies, potentially neglecting cultural differences in moral
reasoning.

- Moral Autonomy: Critics suggest that reliance on external rules can inhibit
moral autonomy and critical thinking about ethical principles.

Relevance in Modern Society

In contemporary contexts, Stage 4 reasoning underpins many societal
functions—justice systems, governance, and civic responsibilities. However,
it also raises questions about civil disobedience, the role of moral
conscience, and the capacity for moral critique beyond existing laws.

Transition to Post-Conventional Reasoning

Kohlberg posited that individuals could progress beyond Stage 4 to higher
levels of moral reasoning, where laws are seen as social contracts that can
be challenged or reinterpreted based on universal ethical principles.

- In Stage 5, moral reasoning recognizes that laws are fallible and may need
reform.

- In Stage 6, moral judgments are guided by abstract principles of justice,
human rights, and equality.

This progression underscores the dynamic nature of moral development and the
importance of critical engagement with societal norms.

Conclusion

According to Kohlberg, at the Stage 4 of moral reasoning, adherence to moral
codes and codes of law forms the cornerstone of moral judgment. Individuals
operating at this level uphold societal order through obedience to laws and
respect for authority, viewing these as vital for social cohesion and
stability.



While this stage provides a necessary foundation for functioning within
society, it also highlights the importance of fostering moral autonomy and
critical thinking. As societies evolve and face complex ethical dilemmas—such
as civil rights, justice reform, and global ethics—the capacity to move
beyond mere adherence to laws towards principled reasoning becomes
increasingly vital.

Understanding this stage not only illuminates individual moral development
but also informs educational strategies, legal frameworks, and civic
engagement initiatives aimed at nurturing morally responsible citizens.

In essence, Kohlberg’s Stage 4 underscores the societal importance of laws
and moral codes while inviting ongoing dialogue about their ethical
foundations and the pathways toward higher moral reasoning.
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