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After Abraham Lincoln Became President, Southern States Left The United
States In Order To: Prevent the expansion of slavery, uphold their economic
interests, and preserve their way of life, leading to the outbreak of the
Civil War. This article explores the complex reasons behind the secession of
Southern states, the context of Lincoln’s presidency, and the profound
consequences that followed.

The Context Leading to Southern Secession

The Political and Economic Landscape Before
Lincoln’s Presidency
Before Abraham Lincoln’s election in 1860, the United States was already
deeply divided over the issue of slavery. The Southern economy heavily
depended on slavery-based agriculture, particularly cotton, tobacco, and
sugar plantations. Conversely, the North was rapidly industrializing and
increasingly opposed the expansion of slavery into new territories and
states.

The political landscape was fragmented among multiple parties, with the
Democratic Party split into Northern and Southern factions. The newly formed
Republican Party, with Lincoln as its candidate, was founded on opposition to
the spread of slavery into the western territories.

The Election of 1860 and Its Significance
Lincoln’s election in 1860 was a catalyst for Southern secession. His victory
was perceived by Southerners as a direct threat to their economic interests
and social order, especially since he and the Republican Party opposed the
expansion of slavery.

Southern states feared that Lincoln’s presidency would lead to the abolition
of slavery entirely, which they considered vital for their economy and social
hierarchy. As a result, several Southern states began contemplating secession
even before Lincoln took office.



Reasons Why Southern States Left the Union

1. To Prevent the Abolition of Slavery
The primary motivation for secession was the desire to protect the
institution of slavery. Southern states saw Lincoln’s election as an attempt
by the North to abolish slavery altogether. They believed that their economic
prosperity and social order depended on maintaining slavery, and they sought
to prevent federal interference.

2. To Uphold States’ Rights and Sovereignty
Many Southerners argued that states had the right to secede from the Union if
they disagreed with federal policies. They believed that the Union was a
voluntary compact among sovereign states, and that they retained the right to
withdraw from it to preserve their autonomy.

3. To Protect Economic Interests
The Southern economy was intricately linked to slavery. With secession,
Southern states aimed to preserve the economic benefits derived from slave
labor, including land ownership, plantation profitability, and trade
advantages.

4. To Preserve Their Social and Cultural Identity
The social hierarchy in the South was built around slavery and a plantation
aristocracy. Many Southerners viewed secession as a way to defend their
cultural identity and way of life against what they perceived as Northern
aggression and interference.

The Process of Secession

Secession Declarations and Formation of the
Confederacy
Starting with South Carolina in December 1860, several Southern states
seceded from the Union. They formed the Confederate States of America, with
Jefferson Davis as their president.

The states that seceded included:

South Carolina



Mississippi

Florida

Alabama

Georgia

Louisiana

Texas

Later, other states like Virginia, Arkansas, Tennessee, and North Carolina
joined the Confederacy.

Legal and Political Reactions
The federal government, under President Lincoln, refused to recognize the
legitimacy of secession, viewing it as unconstitutional. The Union considered
the seceded states as states in rebellion, leading to military engagement to
restore the Union.

The Impact of Secession on the United States

The Outbreak of the Civil War
Secession directly led to the Civil War, which began in April 1861 with the
attack on Fort Sumter in South Carolina. The conflict was rooted in the
divisions over slavery, states’ rights, and regional economic interests.

Long-Term Consequences
The Civil War resulted in the abolition of slavery, the preservation of the
Union, and significant social and political changes in America. The
repercussions of the Southern states’ decision to secede continue to
influence American history.

Summary: Why Did Southern States Leave The
Union?
In essence, Southern states seceded from the United States to prevent the
abolition of slavery, protect their economic interests, uphold states’
rights, and defend their social and cultural identity. Lincoln’s election



became the immediate catalyst, but underlying issues rooted in economic
disparity, political disagreements, and social structures fueled their
decision.

The Legacy of the Secession
The secession and subsequent Civil War reshaped the United States, leading to
the abolition of slavery through the 13th Amendment and redefining the
federal government’s authority over the states. Understanding these causes
helps in comprehending the profound transformation of American society in the
19th century.

Additional Resources for Further Study
- The Civil War Trust: Causes of the Civil War
- National Park Service: Secession and the Civil War
- History.com: Lincoln and the Civil War
- Books:
- “Battle Cry of Freedom” by James M. McPherson
- “A People’s History of the Civil War” by David Williams

In conclusion, the secession of Southern states was driven by a complex
interplay of economic, political, and social factors, all centered around the
preservation of slavery and Southern identity. Lincoln’s election served as a
catalyst, but the roots of secession extended deep into the fabric of
American society, ultimately leading to a transformative and tumultuous
period in U.S. history.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why did Southern states decide to leave the United
States after Abraham Lincoln became president?
Southern states left the United States to preserve their rights to maintain
slavery and to oppose Lincoln's anti-slavery policies, leading to secession
and the formation of the Confederate States.

What was the primary goal of Southern states in
leaving the Union after Lincoln's election?
Their primary goal was to prevent the abolition of slavery and to protect
their economic and social system based on slavery.



How did Abraham Lincoln's election influence the
Southern states' decision to secede?
Lincoln's election was viewed by Southern states as a threat to their way of
life, prompting them to secede to safeguard their interests and oppose his
policies.

What action did Southern states take to prevent
federal interference with slavery after Lincoln's
presidency began?
Southern states seceded from the Union, forming the Confederate States of
America, to prevent federal interference with slavery and uphold states'
rights.

In what way did the secession of Southern states
impact the unity of the United States?
The secession led to the Civil War, challenging the nation's unity and
raising questions about states' rights and the federal government's
authority.

Additional Resources
After Abraham Lincoln Became President, Southern States Left The United
States In Order To: Prevent

The election of Abraham Lincoln as the 16th President of the United States in
November 1860 marked a pivotal turning point in American history. His
victory, without a single electoral vote from the Southern states, signaled a
stark shift in the nation’s political landscape. For many in the South,
Lincoln’s ascent represented an existential threat to their social, economic,
and political way of life—particularly their system of slavery. As a result,
a significant number of Southern states responded by seceding from the Union,
aiming to prevent what they perceived as the imminent destruction of their
institutions and values. This article explores the motivations behind the
Southern states' decision to leave the United States, the context of their
actions, and the broader implications for the nation.

Context Before Lincoln’s Election: A Nation
Divided

To understand why Southern states chose to secede, it’s crucial to grasp the
political and social climate of the United States leading up to Lincoln’s



presidency.

The Growing Divide Over Slavery
The mid-19th century was characterized by increasing tensions over slavery,
which was integral to the Southern economy and social hierarchy. The North,
meanwhile, was gradually moving toward abolition and greater restrictions on
slavery. Debates over the expansion of slavery into new territories and
states intensified sectional divides.

Key points include:
- The Missouri Compromise (1820) and the Compromise of 1850 attempted to
balance free and slave states.
- The Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854) allowed territories to decide on slavery via
popular sovereignty, leading to violent conflict in "Bleeding Kansas."
- The Dred Scott decision (1857) by the Supreme Court declared that African
Americans could not be citizens, further polarizing opinions.

Political Fragmentation
The political landscape was also fractured:
- The Whig Party collapsed largely over sectional issues.
- The newly formed Republican Party, founded in 1854, opposed the expansion
of slavery.
- The Democratic Party split into Northern and Southern factions, weakening
national unity.

This fragmentation meant that Lincoln’s Republican platform was seen as a
direct challenge to Southern interests and sovereignty.

Lincoln’s Election and the Immediate Response

Lincoln’s victory in the 1860 election was unprecedented and unsettling for
many Southerners.

Why Lincoln’s Election Triggered Secession
- Lincoln was perceived as an anti-slavery candidate, committed to halting
the spread of slavery into new territories.
- His election was achieved without support from Southern states,
underscoring their political marginalization.
- Southern leaders believed that Lincoln’s presidency threatened their
economic interests and social order.

In response, Southern states began to consider secession as a means of
protecting their rights.



The Secession Begins
Following Lincoln’s election:
- South Carolina became the first state to secede on December 20, 1860.
- Other states such as Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, and
Texas followed suit.
- These states formed the Confederate States of America, asserting their
independence from the Union.

Their main justification was the belief that they had the constitutional
right to withdraw from the Union if it no longer protected their interests.

Primary Motivations for Secession: Preventing
the Loss of Southern Institutions

The Southern states’ decision to leave was driven by multiple intertwined
factors, but the central theme was the desire to prevent the perceived
destruction of their societal fabric.

Protection of Slavery
The most critical motivation was the desire to preserve slavery, which was
foundational to Southern economic prosperity and social hierarchy.
- Slavery was integral to plantation agriculture, especially cotton, tobacco,
and sugar.
- Many Southern leaders feared abolition or restrictions on slavery would
lead to economic ruin and social upheaval.
- The Republican platform explicitly opposed the expansion of slavery,
threatening the status quo.

Secession was viewed as a way to safeguard their "peculiar institution" from
federal interference.

Preservation of States’ Rights and Sovereignty
Many Southerners believed that the Union was a compact of sovereign states,
not an all-powerful entity.
- They argued that states had the right to secede if the federal government
overstepped its constitutional bounds.
- Lincoln’s election was seen as a federal overreach that could threaten
state sovereignty.

Secession was thus framed as a defense of constitutional rights, not merely
an act of rebellion.



Economic Concerns
The Southern economy relied heavily on agriculture and slave labor, making it
vulnerable to federal policies that might threaten slavery and tariffs.
- High tariffs favored Northern industrial interests but increased costs for
Southern planters.
- The loss of political influence meant Southern states feared economic
marginalization.

By seceding, they aimed to retain control over their economic policies and
protect their investments.

Fear of Political Marginalization
Southern leaders believed they would lose political power in the federal
government:
- The rise of the Republican Party threatened to impose anti-slavery
policies.
- The electoral success of Lincoln and others signaled a shift away from
Southern dominance.

Secession was seen as a way to maintain political influence and prevent what
they considered unjust interference.

Legal and Constitutional Arguments for
Secession

The Southern states justified their secession through various legal and
constitutional claims.

States’ Rights Doctrine
- Many believed that states retained sovereignty under the Constitution.
- They argued that since states ratified the Constitution, they retained the
right to withdraw from the Union.

Consent and Compact Theory
- The Union was viewed as a voluntary agreement among states.
- If the federal government violated the terms of the compact (e.g., by
threatening slavery), states had the right to secede.



Rejection of Federal Authority
- Southern leaders rejected the notion that the federal government could
force states to remain in the Union against their will.
- They viewed Lincoln’s election and potential policies as unconstitutional
overreach.

Despite these claims, the Union maintained that secession was illegal and
unconstitutional, leading to the Civil War.

The Broader Implications of Secession

Secession was not just a response to Lincoln’s election but a profound
challenge to the American constitutional order.

Beginning of the Civil War
- The conflict officially started in April 1861 with the attack on Fort
Sumter, South Carolina.
- The Union fought to preserve the nation, while the Confederacy fought for
independence and the continuation of slavery.

Long-Term Impact on American Society
- The Civil War resulted in the abolition of slavery (13th Amendment) and
significant social change.
- The Union’s victory reaffirmed the permanence of the United States as a
single nation.
- The conflict also laid the groundwork for civil rights struggles that would
follow.

Lessons on Federalism and Secession
- The debate over secession continues to influence discussions on states’
rights and federal authority.
- The Civil War remains a defining moment illustrating the limits of
secession and the importance of national unity.

Conclusion: The Legacy of Lincoln’s Election
and Secession

The secession of Southern states following Abraham Lincoln's election was
driven by a complex mixture of economic, social, political, and



constitutional factors. Central to their decision was the desire to prevent
the abolition of slavery, preserve their economic interests, and protect
their notion of state sovereignty. While their legal arguments emphasized
states’ rights, the resulting conflict led to a devastating Civil War that
would reshape the nation. Lincoln’s victory, therefore, was not merely a
political milestone but a catalyst that exposed the deep divisions within
American society—divisions that would only be healed through years of
conflict and transformation. Understanding this history underscores the
importance of unity, the perils of sectionalism, and the enduring struggle to
reconcile differing visions of freedom and governance in the United States.

After Abraham Lincoln Became President Southern States Left
The Unitedstates In Order To A Prevent

After Abraham Lincoln Became President Southern States Left The Unitedstates In Order To A
Prevent

Related Articles
A Transformation Of Rectangle ABCD Results In Rectangle A'B'C'D'.A Smaller Rectangle Is
Shown Inside
According To The Equation Q=16+0.1P, Where Q Is The Quantity Supplied And P Is The Price
Of The Good
Andrew Jackson And His Supporters Responded To The Corrupt Bargain Of 1824 Byquitting
The Federalist

Back to Home

https://sip.evo9x.com/ma11/after-abraham-lincoln-became-president-southern-states-left-the-unitedstates-in-order-to-a-prevent.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma11/after-abraham-lincoln-became-president-southern-states-left-the-unitedstates-in-order-to-a-prevent.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma11/a-transformation-of-rectangle-abcd-results-in-rectangle-a-b-c-d-a-smaller-rectangle-is-shown-inside.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma11/a-transformation-of-rectangle-abcd-results-in-rectangle-a-b-c-d-a-smaller-rectangle-is-shown-inside.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma11/according-to-the-equation-q-16-0-1p-where-q-is-the-quantity-supplied-and-p-is-the-price-of-the-good.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma11/according-to-the-equation-q-16-0-1p-where-q-is-the-quantity-supplied-and-p-is-the-price-of-the-good.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma11/andrew-jackson-and-his-supporters-responded-to-the-corrupt-bargain-of-1824-byquitting-the-federalist.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma11/andrew-jackson-and-his-supporters-responded-to-the-corrupt-bargain-of-1824-byquitting-the-federalist.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com

