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Understanding the responsibilities of derivative classifiers is crucial for
maintaining the integrity and security of classified information within
government and military contexts. Derivative classifiers play a vital role in
protecting sensitive data by ensuring that information originating from
classified sources remains protected when disseminated or incorporated into
new documents. However, despite their importance, there are specific
responsibilities that do not fall under their purview. This article explores
the duties associated with derivative classifiers, highlighting what they are
responsible for and clarifying what responsibilities they do not hold.

Overview of Derivative Classifiers

Definition and Role
A derivative classifier is an individual who incorporates, paraphrases,
restates, or generates in new form information that is already classified.
Their primary role is to ensure that the classification markings are properly
applied to documents and information derived from original classified
sources.

Importance in Information Security
Derivative classifiers serve as a critical link in the chain of information
security. They prevent inadvertent disclosures of classified information by
correctly marking and handling derivative materials, thereby maintaining the
integrity of national security protocols.

Core Responsibilities of Derivative Classifiers

Proper Application of Classification Markings
One of the fundamental duties of derivative classifiers is to correctly
identify and apply classification markings based on the source information.
This involves:

Reviewing original classified documents to understand the classification
level.

Marking the derivative document with the appropriate classification



labels, such as Top Secret, Secret, or Confidential.

Including any necessary dissemination controls or caveats.

Ensuring Accurate Attribution and Citation of Source
Material
Derivative classifiers must accurately cite the source of the classified
information they incorporate to maintain transparency and accountability.
Proper attribution helps in tracing the origin of classified data and ensures
compliance with security protocols.

Maintaining Document Integrity and Security
They are responsible for safeguarding the classified information they handle,
including:

Ensuring that the material remains protected from unauthorized access.

Using approved handling procedures.

Preventing unauthorized disclosure or dissemination.

Training and Awareness
Derivative classifiers are expected to be knowledgeable about classification
policies and procedures. They should:

Participate in ongoing security training.

Stay updated on classification guides and directives.

Responsibilities That Do Not Fall Under
Derivative Classifiers

While derivative classifiers have specific duties, certain responsibilities
are outside their scope. Understanding these exceptions helps clarify their
role and prevent overreach.

Original Classification Decisions
Derivative classifiers do not have the authority to determine whether
information should be classified or unclassified. The decision to classify
information originates with original classifiers, who assess the sensitivity
and decide on the classification level.



Declassification Authority
They do not hold the authority to declassify information. Declassification
decisions are made by authorized officials or through established
declassification procedures, not by derivative classifiers.

Designing or Developing Classification Policies
Creating policies or guidelines regarding classification levels, procedures,
or security measures is outside the scope of derivative classifiers. These
tasks are typically reserved for security managers or designated authorities.

Authorization for Access
Derivative classifiers do not control access permissions or determine who can
view classified information. Managing access rights is a separate
responsibility handled by security managers or clearance authorities.

Handling Unclassified Information
Their responsibilities are specific to classified information. They are not
responsible for handling or managing unclassified or public domain data
unless it is derived from classified sources.

Additional Clarifications on Responsibilities

Review and Verification
While derivative classifiers must ensure accurate markings, they are not
responsible for verifying the accuracy or validity of the source information.
Such assessments are the responsibility of original classifiers.

Dissemination Decisions
Deciding whether or not to disseminate classified information is beyond their
scope. These decisions are made based on security clearances and
dissemination controls established by authorized officials.

Security Violations and Breaches
Although derivative classifiers must follow security protocols, handling
violations or breaches is managed by security officers or designated security
personnel.

Summary

To summarize, derivative classifiers are essential to the chain of
safeguarding classified information, primarily focusing on proper marking,



attribution, and handling of derivative materials. Their responsibilities do
not include original classification decisions, declassification authority,
policy development, access control, or verifying the source content's
accuracy.

Conclusion

In the realm of classified information, roles and responsibilities are
clearly delineated to protect national security. Derivative classifiers serve
a specialized function, ensuring that derived information retains proper
classification markings and handling procedures. Recognizing their
responsibilities and understanding what falls outside their scope—such as
making original classification decisions or declassification—is vital for
maintaining a secure and compliant information environment. Proper training
and adherence to security protocols ensure that derivative classifiers
effectively contribute to safeguarding sensitive information without
overstepping their authorized responsibilities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary responsibility of a derivative
classifier?

To incorporate, paraphrase, or compile classified information from existing
classified sources while maintaining the original classification level.

Which of the following is NOT a responsibility of
derivative classifiers?

Creating original classified content without referencing existing sources.

Why is proper training important for derivative
classifiers?

To ensure they accurately apply classification markings and adhere to
security protocols when handling sensitive information.

How does a derivative classifier mark information?

By adding appropriate classification markings, such as 'Confidential,'
'Secret,' or 'Top Secret,' to the derived information.

What is a common mistake derivative classifiers
should avoid?

Misclassifying information or failing to apply proper markings, which can
lead to security breaches.



Are derivative classifiers responsible for
determining the classification level of information?

No, they apply the classification based on the source information but do not
determine the original classification level.

Can derivative classifiers create new classified
content independently?

No, their role is to handle and mark existing classified information, not to
generate new classified content.

What is the significance of documenting the source of
derived information?

It ensures traceability and accountability, maintaining the integrity of
classified information.

Which of the following is an exception to the
responsibilities of derivative classifiers?

Creating original classifications without referencing existing classified
sources.

Additional Resources
Derivative Classifiers: An In-Depth Examination of Responsibilities and
Exceptions

Understanding the roles and responsibilities of derivative classifiers is
essential within the realm of information security and classification
management. These professionals play a critical part in safeguarding
sensitive information, ensuring that classified data remains protected and
appropriately handled. This article explores the responsibilities assigned to
derivative classifiers, clarifies common misconceptions, and emphasizes what
is not their duty—particularly focusing on the question: All of the Following
Are Responsibilities of Derivative Classifiers Except: 0 Derivative
Classifiers.

---

Understanding Derivative Classification

Before delving into responsibilities, it’s crucial to define what derivative
classification entails. Derivative classification involves incorporating,
paraphrasing, or restating classified information from existing sources into
new documents or materials. This process must adhere to strict guidelines to
maintain the integrity of the original classification decisions.

Derivative classifiers are typically personnel who work with classified
information regularly—such as security officers, intelligence analysts, or
contractors—who are tasked with creating or handling derivative documents



that contain sensitive data.

---

Core Responsibilities of Derivative Classifiers

The responsibilities of derivative classifiers are well-defined within
security policies and standards, notably outlined in directives such as the
National Industrial Security Program Operating Manual (NISPOM) and related
security classification guides. Their duties focus on ensuring that
classification markings are correctly applied, sources are appropriately
cited, and the classified status of information is preserved throughout the
lifecycle of a document.

Below are the primary responsibilities:

1. Proper Application of Classification Markings

One of the fundamental roles of a derivative classifier is to accurately
apply classification markings to new documents derived from classified
sources. This process involves:

- Identifying the classification level (Confidential, Secret, Top Secret)
based on the source information.
- Marking the document appropriately with headers, footers, or watermarking
to indicate its classification status.
- Ensuring markings are consistent with the original source and adhere to
established standards.

Incorrect or inconsistent markings can lead to unauthorized disclosures or
improper handling, undermining national security.

2. Citation of Sources

Derivative classifiers are responsible for clearly citing the sources of the
classified information they incorporate. Proper citation accomplishes several
objectives:

- Maintains accountability, allowing reviewers to trace the origin of the
classified content.
- Prevents unauthorized dissemination by ensuring that the derivation process
is documented.
- Supports declassification processes, as sources can be verified or reviewed
as needed.

The citation process involves referencing the original classified documents
or data sources according to established protocols.

3. Preservation of Original Classification Decisions

Derivative classifiers must respect the original classification decisions



made by original classifiers. This responsibility includes:

- Understanding the classification guidance associated with sources.
- Ensuring that the derivative document’s classification level reflects the
source classification.
- Not downgrading or upgrading information unless explicitly authorized
through proper procedures.

This ensures consistency and prevents misclassification, which can have
serious security implications.

4. Protecting and Handling Classified Information
Properly

Derivative classifiers are tasked with safeguarding classified information
throughout their work process, including:

- Storing documents securely in approved facilities or systems.
- Controlling access to classified materials.
- Following procedures for transmitting or sharing classified information,
including using secure communication channels.

Proper handling minimizes the risk of accidental disclosure.

5. Maintaining Documentation for Derivative
Classifications

Documentation of the classification decisions made during the derivation
process is essential for accountability and future review. Responsibilities
include:

- Recording the classification rationale in annotations or classification
guides.
- Ensuring that documentation is accessible to authorized personnel.
- Updating classification markings if the classification status changes.

Such records are vital for audits, reviews, or declassification decisions.

---

What Derivative Classifiers Are Not Responsible
For

While the responsibilities listed above are integral to derivative
classification, there are several functions that are explicitly not within
their scope. Understanding these exceptions is vital to delineate their role
and prevent overreach.



1. Making Original Classification Decisions

Original classification refers to the initial decision to designate
information as classified based on its sensitivity and potential impact. This
decision rests with authorized original classifiers, usually senior personnel
or designated officials.

Derivative classifiers are not responsible for:

- Deciding whether information should be classified initially.
- Determining the classification level based on classification guides.
- Conducting risk assessments or evaluating the sensitivity of new
information for classification purposes.

Their role is to interpret and apply existing classifications rather than
establish new ones.

2. Declassification Authority

Declassification involves the process of removing the classified status from
information, either permanently or temporarily. This authority is typically
vested in designated officials or through established procedures.

Derivative classifiers do not have the authority to:

- Declassify information.
- Alter or downgrade classification levels.
- Make decisions regarding the timing or scope of declassification.

Declassification processes are governed by policies such as Executive Order
13526 or agency-specific directives.

3. Creating Original Content or Analyzing Classified
Data Independently

Derivative classifiers work from existing classified sources, not by
generating new classified content or conducting independent analysis that
results in a new classification decision.

Their responsibilities do not include:

- Conducting original research or analysis to determine classification.
- Generating new classified information without referencing source material.
- Making risk assessments independent of original classification guidance.

4. Enforcing Security Policies or Conducting Security
Clearances

While derivative classifiers must adhere to security protocols, they are not
responsible for:



- Granting or denying security clearances.
- Conducting security investigations.
- Enforcing security policies beyond their scope of document classification.

These functions are handled by designated security officials or security
officers.

5. Auditing or Oversight of Classification Decisions

Although documentation and adherence to procedures are part of their
responsibilities, derivative classifiers do not typically conduct audits or
oversight activities related to classification.

Oversight functions involve:

- Audits conducted by security or oversight bodies.
- Reviews of classification decisions by authorized officials.
- Corrective actions or reclassification decisions.

---

Summary and Final Thoughts

In summary, the responsibilities of derivative classifiers center around the
proper handling, marking, and citing of classified information derived from
existing sources. Their role is vital in maintaining the integrity and
security of sensitive data, ensuring that classification standards are upheld
throughout the document lifecycle.

Importantly, derivative classifiers are not responsible for:

- Making original classification decisions.
- Declassifying information.
- Creating original classified content independently.
- Conducting security clearance processes.
- Performing oversight or audit functions related to classification
decisions.

Recognizing these distinctions helps maintain a clear separation of duties
within security protocols, preventing role confusion and enhancing overall
security posture.

---

Conclusion

Understanding the nuanced responsibilities of derivative classifiers is
essential for maintaining an effective security framework. While these
professionals have a significant role in applying, citing, and protecting
classified information, their scope is bounded by established policies and
procedures. Clarifying what responsibilities they do not hold—such as
original classification or declassification authority—ensures that security



processes remain robust, consistent, and compliant with national standards.

As organizations continue to handle increasing volumes of sensitive
information, the importance of well-defined roles like those of derivative
classifiers cannot be overstated. Proper training, clear guidelines, and
adherence to established responsibilities safeguard not only classified data
but also the integrity of national security efforts.

---
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