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All Of The Following Songs Are About Space Travel Except:a. "39"b. "Rocket Man"c. "(Bang A Gong)
Get"—this intriguing statement invites music enthusiasts and space fans alike to explore the fascinating
stories behind these iconic tracks. While "39" by Queen and "Rocket Man" by Elton John are celebrated for their
lyrical themes centered around space exploration and astronauts, "(Bang A Gong) Get" by T. Rex deviates
from this celestial motif. In this article, we will analyze each song's background, lyrical content, and
cultural significance to understand why only one of these tracks is not about space travel.

---

Understanding the Songs: A Brief Overview

"39" by Queen

"39" is a song from Queen's 1975 album A Night at the Opera. Written by guitarist Brian May, the song tells
a science fiction story involving space travelers who embark on a year-long journey to a distant planet. Upon
their return, they discover that many years have passed on Earth, leaving their loved ones behind. The lyrics
evoke themes of adventure, sacrifice, and the passage of time, all set within a futuristic space context.

"Rocket Man" by Elton John

Released in 1972 and written by Elton John and Bernie Taupin, "Rocket Man" is a poignant ballad that captures
the lonely experience of an astronaut traveling through space. The lyrics metaphorically explore feelings of
isolation, the pressures of fame, and the human desire for connection. While it employs space travel imagery, the
song is more a reflection on personal alienation than a literal narrative about space missions.

"(Bang A Gong) Get It On" by T. Rex

Released in 1971, "(Bang A Gong) Get It On" is a glam rock anthem characterized by its energetic rhythm and
catchy chorus. The song's lyrics focus on themes of love, desire, and partying. Despite the evocative title and
rhythmic "bang" sounds, it does not reference space travel or celestial themes. Its lyrics are rooted in earthly
pleasures and rebellious youth culture.

---

Analyzing the Space Themes in "39" and "Rocket Man"

The Celestial Narrative in "39"

Storytelling Aspect: "39" narrates a science fiction tale of space explorers who leave Earth on a long
voyage, only to find upon return that many years have passed.

Lyrical Symbols: The song uses imagery such as stars, planets, and cosmic journeys to evoke adventure



and the unknown.

Cultural Impact: The track has become an emblem of science fiction-inspired music, inspiring fans with its
imaginative storytelling.

The Metaphorical Space in "Rocket Man"

Personal Reflection: The song uses space travel as a metaphor for feelings of alienation, loneliness, and
the pressures faced by individuals in the modern world.

Imagery and Mood: Lyrics like "And I think it's gonna be a long long time" evoke a sense of distance—not
just physical but emotional.

Legacy: "Rocket Man" has become synonymous with themes of existential solitude, often interpreted
beyond literal space travel.

---

"(Bang A Gong) Get It On": The Earthly Theme

Lyrics and Themes

Focus on Earthly Pleasure: The song emphasizes partying, love, and rebellious youth rather than space
or cosmic phenomena.

Title and Sound: The energetic "bang" sounds and the phrase "Get It On" suggest physical excitement
rather than celestial exploration.

Absence of Space Imagery: Unlike "39" and "Rocket Man," there are no references to stars, planets, or
space journeys.

Why It Is Not About Space Travel

The song's lyrics and themes are rooted in earthly experiences, emphasizing nightlife and human
relationships.

Musically, it is a glam rock anthem without any cosmic or sci-fi elements.

Its cultural significance lies in its celebration of rock and roll rebellion, not space exploration.

---



Why Understanding Song Themes Matters for Listeners and Music
Historians

The Role of Lyric Analysis

Analyzing the lyrical content of songs helps listeners appreciate the depth of songwriting and thematic
intentions. Recognizing space travel themes in "39" and "Rocket Man" enriches the listening experience, revealing
stories of adventure, loneliness, and exploration.

Cultural Significance of Space-Themed Songs

They reflect societal fascination with space during the Cold War era and beyond.

They serve as metaphors for human emotion, existential questions, and societal commentary.

Iconic songs like these have inspired generations of musicians and fans to envision the universe differently.

Distinguishing Earthly from Celestial Themes

Understanding that not all songs with space-related titles or imagery are about literal space travel is
crucial. As exemplified by "(Bang A Gong) Get It On," some tracks use space as a metaphor or simply employ
cosmic-sounding words for stylistic effect.

---

Conclusion: The Cosmic and the Earthly in Music

While "39" and "Rocket Man" are clear examples of songs about space travel—one narrating a sci-fi story,
the other reflecting personal alienation—the song "(Bang A Gong) Get It On" stands apart as a terrestrial
celebration of love and nightlife. Recognizing the differences between literal and metaphorical space themes in
music enhances our appreciation for songwriting artistry and the diverse ways artists explore human experience
through their lyrics.

Final Thoughts

Next time you listen to these tracks, consider their lyrical content and thematic context. Whether you're
gazing at the stars or dancing on Earth, music offers a universe of stories—some about celestial adventures,
others about human passions. Understanding which songs are about space travel and which are not allows us
to appreciate the rich tapestry of themes that music weaves through our lives.

Frequently Asked Questions



Which song is NOT about space travel among the options: '39', 'Rocket
Man', '(Bang A Gong) Get'?

(Bang A Gong) Get

What is the main theme of the song 'Rocket Man'?

The song explores themes of loneliness and longing associated with space travel and being away from home.

Why is '39' by Queen considered a song about space or sci-fi themes?

Because it tells a story involving space travelers and extraterrestrial themes, fitting within science fiction
narratives.

Is '(Bang A Gong) Get' related to space travel?

No, '(Bang A Gong) Get' is a rock song by T. Rex and is not about space travel.

Which of these songs was inspired by science fiction and space themes?

'39' by Queen and 'Rocket Man' by Elton John are inspired by space themes.

Are all the songs listed in the question about space travel?

No, only '39' and 'Rocket Man' are about space travel; '(Bang A Gong) Get' is not.

What genre is the song '(Bang A Gong) Get' by T. Rex?

It is classified as glam rock or proto-glam rock.

Additional Resources
Space Travel in Music: An In-Depth Exploration of Songs About the Cosmos – Except One

Music has long served as a vessel for human imagination, exploration, and the longing to reach beyond our
earthly confines. From the romanticized visions of celestial bodies to the gritty realities of space missions,
countless songs have been inspired by the cosmos. However, not every track that mentions space or uses space-
related themes is actually about space travel. This article delves into three iconic songs—"39" by Queen,
"Rocket Man" by Elton John, and "(Bang A Gong) Get It On" by T. Rex—analyzing their themes, lyrics, and
cultural significance, and explaining why one of them is not truly about space travel.

---

Understanding the Context of Space-Themed Songs

Before diving into individual tracks, it’s essential to understand what constitutes a song about space travel.
Such songs typically feature:

- Literal references to space, rockets, astronauts, or planets
- Metaphorical use of space imagery to convey emotional or philosophical themes
- Narratives involving journeys beyond Earth or exploration of the universe



Conversely, some songs incorporate space imagery more loosely or metaphorically, without intending to depict
actual space travel. Recognizing the lyrical context and intent is crucial for accurate classification.

---

Analyzing the Songs: A Closer Look

"39" by Queen

Background & Theme:
Released in 1975 on Queen’s album A Night at the Opera, "39" is often lauded as a science fiction-inspired
narrative. Written by guitarist Brian May, the song is a storytelling piece set in a future where humans
undertake a space voyage and return to find many years have passed on Earth.

Lyrics & Interpretation:
The song’s lyrics describe space explorers who leave Earth on a voyage lasting "a year" for the travelers, but
due to relativistic effects (time dilation), many years pass on Earth during their absence. When they return,
they find that Earth has aged significantly, and their loved ones are gone.

Key lyric excerpt:
“In the year of 39, assembled here the volunteers / In the days when lands were few / And the ships were made of
wood...”

Why It’s About Space Travel:
- The narrative explicitly involves space voyages and the passage of time during interstellar travel.
- The song explores themes of sacrifice, the passage of time, and the emotional toll of space exploration.
- The science-fiction setting and the depiction of astronauts’ journeys make it a quintessential space travel
song.

Conclusion:
"39" is a clear example of a song directly about space travel, blending science fiction storytelling with poetic
lyricism.

---

"Rocket Man" by Elton John

Background & Theme:
Released in 1972, "Rocket Man" became one of Elton John’s most iconic hits. Written by Elton John and Bernie
Taupin, the song encapsulates the loneliness and alienation of a space traveler, symbolizing the emotional
distance and societal detachment.

Lyrics & Interpretation:
The lyrics narrate the life of an astronaut, describing his feelings of isolation and the mundane reality of space
travel. While it uses space imagery—"Rocket man," "high as a kite," "burning out his fuse"—the song is widely
interpreted as an allegory for feelings of alienation, addiction, or the struggles of fame.

Key lyric excerpt:
“And I think it's gonna be a long, long time / 'Til touchdown brings me 'round again to find / I'm not the man they
think I am at home.”

Why It’s About Space Travel:
- The protagonist is explicitly a "Rocket Man," traveling in space.



- Descriptions of space journeys and the physical act of flying in a rocket are central to the lyrics.
- The song captures the emotional experience of being an astronaut—loneliness, detachment, and longing.

Why It’s Not Just About Space:
Despite its literal references, many interpret the song metaphorically—using space travel as a symbol for
personal alienation or societal disconnection. Nonetheless, its primary theme revolves around the astronaut’s
experience, making it a song about space travel, albeit with deeper layers.

"(Bang A Gong) Get It On" by T. Rex

Background & Theme:
Released in 1971, "(Bang A Gong) Get It On" is a glam rock anthem by T. Rex, famous for its infectious groove
and provocative lyrics. The song is often seen as a celebration of nightlife, sexuality, and rock ’n’ roll energy.

Lyrics & Interpretation:
The lyrics mention "gongs," "stars," and "spaceships," but these references are largely metaphorical or
stylistic rather than literal. The song’s chorus urges listeners to "get it on," emphasizing excitement and
sensuality.

Key lyric excerpt:
“Well, I think it's bound to be / Because I’d been to a star and back.”

Why It’s Not About Space Travel:
- The mention of "stars" and "spaceships" is poetic, not literal.
- The lyrics focus on partying, love, and rock ’n’ roll lifestyle, with space imagery serving as metaphor rather
than a narrative about actual space missions.
- The phrase "been to a star and back" is metaphorical, implying a wild experience rather than literal travel.

Conclusion:
While the song contains space-related imagery, it is not about space travel. Instead, it uses cosmic metaphors
to evoke excitement and rebellion.

---

Why Is "(Bang A Gong) Get It On" Not About Space Travel?

Having examined the lyrics and themes, it's clear that "(Bang A Gong) Get It On" is primarily a song about
human experiences—passion, partying, and rebellion—using space imagery as poetic embellishment. The references
to "stars" and "spaceships" serve as metaphors for a dazzling lifestyle or intense experiences, not literal
journeys through space.

In contrast, "39" and "Rocket Man" explicitly depict space travel, astronauts, and the emotional and
physical toll of venturing beyond Earth. Their narratives revolve around journeys, exploration, and the
science-fiction elements of space.

---

Summarizing the Distinction

| Song | About Space Travel | Use of Space Imagery | Main Theme |
|---------|------------------------|------------------------|--------------|
| "39" (Queen) | Yes | Explicit, narrative-driven | Space voyage, time dilation, emotional impact |



| "Rocket Man" (Elton John) | Yes | Literal references to rockets and space | Alienation, longing, personal
struggles |
| "(Bang A Gong) Get It On" (T. Rex) | No | Metaphorical, stylistic | Partying, rebellion, sensuality |

This table clarifies why "(Bang A Gong) Get It On" is the odd one out, as its space references are figurative
rather than literal.

---

Broader Implications and Cultural Impact

The inclusion of space in popular music highlights humanity’s fascination with the cosmos. Songs like "39" and
"Rocket Man" contribute to our cultural narrative of exploration, adventure, and the emotional experiences
associated with venturing into the unknown. They reflect our hopes, fears, and philosophical musings about
what lies beyond our planet.

Meanwhile, songs that use space imagery metaphorically, such as "(Bang A Gong) Get It On," demonstrate how
cosmic themes can be woven into human stories for stylistic or expressive purposes, enriching the lyrical
landscape of popular music.

---

Conclusion

In conclusion, when asked "All Of The Following Songs Are About Space Travel Except," the answer is
clearly "(Bang A Gong) Get It On" by T. Rex. While it employs space-related imagery, its core themes revolve
around human experiences and cultural rebellion, not literal space journeys. In contrast, "39" and "Rocket
Man" are celebrated examples of songs that explore the reality and emotional depth of space travel.

Understanding the lyrical intent and thematic depth behind each song enhances our appreciation of how artists
interpret the cosmos—either as literal frontiers or poetic metaphors—further enriching the tapestry of music
inspired by the universe.

---

Note: For enthusiasts and casual listeners alike, recognizing the difference between literal and metaphorical use
of space imagery in music offers a deeper insight into songwriting, cultural symbolism, and human imagination.
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