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vital part of American history and economic recovery? The New Deal, initiated by President Franklin D.
Roosevelt during the Great Depression, introduced a series of programs aimed at providing relief, recovery, and
reform. While many of these initiatives faced legal challenges and were declared unconstitutional by the
courts, some have endured and continue to influence American policy and society today. In this article, we
explore the programs created by FDR, the controversies surrounding their constitutionality, and identify which
program remains a lasting legacy of his administration.

The Context of FDR’s New Deal and Constitutional Challenges

Background of the New Deal
Franklin D. Roosevelt took office in 1933 amidst the economic devastation of the Great Depression. His
administration launched the New Deal—a comprehensive series of federal programs, public work projects,
financial reforms, and regulations aimed at alleviating economic hardship and preventing future depressions.

Key objectives of the New Deal included:

Providing immediate relief to the unemployed and impoverished1.

Stimulating economic recovery through public works and employment programs2.

Implementing reforms to stabilize the financial system and prevent future crises3.

Legal Controversies and Unconstitutional Challenges
Despite its intentions, several New Deal programs faced opposition from the judiciary. The Supreme Court and
lower courts scrutinized the constitutionality of various initiatives, leading to a series of landmark rulings.

Some programs were struck down because they:

Exceeded the federal government's constitutional powers


