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This presentation raises significant concern for a potentially serious underlying condition. An 18-month-old
child with a week-long history of cough and rhinorrhea who now exhibits diffuse cyanosis suggests a
progression from a benign viral illness to a more critical respiratory compromise. Prompt recognition,
thorough assessment, and appropriate management are essential to optimize outcomes. This article explores
the differential diagnosis, clinical features, diagnostic approach, and management strategies for such a

patient.



