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The eighteenth century was a period of significant social, political, and cultural transformation across

Europe. Among these shifts was a profound change in how society viewed musicians and their role

within the cultural landscape. Historically, musicians were often regarded as mere entertainers or

servants to the aristocracy. However, by the end of this century, their status had evolved into that of

respected artists and creative professionals. This transformation was driven by various factors,

including the rise of the Enlightenment ideals, changes in patronage systems, the emergence of public

concerts, and the development of a music-loving middle class. In this article, we will explore the

context of this change, the factors that contributed to it, and its implications for the development of

Western music and society.

Historical Context: The Status of Musicians Before the Eighteenth Century

Medieval and Renaissance Views

During medieval times, musicians were often associated with the church or the court. They were

typically seen as servants or craftsmen who provided entertainment rather than as artists with

individual creativity. Their social standing was generally low, and their work was considered a

functional part of religious or royal ceremonies.

Baroque Period Perceptions



In the Baroque era (roughly 1600-1750), musicians began to gain some recognition as composers and

performers. However, their status was still largely dependent on patronage from aristocratic courts.

Musicians were viewed as skilled artisans whose talents served their patrons’ interests, rather than as

independent artistic creators.

The Shift in Attitudes Toward Musicians by the End of the Eighteenth Century

The Rise of the Public Concerts and Commercial Music

One of the most significant developments that changed societal attitudes was the emergence of public

concerts. Previously, music performances were primarily private affairs, accessible only to the

aristocracy or church officials. The late eighteenth century saw the rise of concert halls and

subscription concerts, which made music accessible to a broader audience.

- Impact on Musicians: Musicians began to perform for the paying public, gaining recognition and

financial independence.

- Societal Perception: Musicians transitioned from being mere servants or court employees to figures

of public admiration.

The Enlightenment and Artistic Recognition

The Enlightenment (roughly 1685–1815) emphasized reason, individualism, and the pursuit of

knowledge. These ideals influenced how society valued creative arts, including music.

- Musicians as Intellectuals: Composers like Mozart and Beethoven were seen as geniuses and

thinkers, elevating their status beyond mere entertainers.

- Recognition of Artistic Genius: The concept of the artist as a creative genius gained popularity,

leading society to regard musicians as innovative and original creators.

The Development of the Composer-Performer Identity



Previously, many musicians were primarily performers working under patronage. By the end of the

eighteenth century, a new model emerged where composers gained fame as independent artists.

- Notable Examples: Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and Ludwig van Beethoven became household

names, their compositions celebrated globally.

- Effect on Society: This shift fostered admiration for musicians’ individual talents and contributions,

elevating their social standing.

Patronage to Commercialism: Changing Economic Models

The economic model for musicians also evolved during this period.

- From Patronage to Public Revenue: While aristocratic patronage remained, musicians increasingly

relied on ticket sales, subscriptions, and published music for income.

- Implication: Musicians became more autonomous and motivated to innovate, further enhancing their

artistic reputation.

Factors Contributing to the Changing Attitudes

The Enlightenment Ideals

The intellectual movement championed individual talent and the pursuit of excellence, which translated

into increased respect for artistic achievement.

The Growth of the Middle Class

- Increased Patronage: The expanding middle class became patrons of music, attending concerts and

purchasing music.

- Cultural Appreciation: A broader segment of society developed a taste for sophisticated music,

leading to greater societal respect for musicians.



Technological and Cultural Innovations

- Printing Press: The proliferation of music printing allowed compositions to reach wider audiences.

- Music Education: Formalized music education and conservatories promoted professionalism and

recognition for musicians.

Notable Personalities and Their Influence

- Mozart: Embodied the idea of the creative genius and gained fame beyond aristocratic circles.

- Beethoven: His independence and innovative compositions made him a symbol of artistic integrity

and societal respect.

Implications of the Changed Attitudes Toward Musicians

Elevation of Musicians’ Social Status

Musicians began to be viewed as artists and intellectuals rather than mere entertainers. This shift

opened doors for more formal recognition, awards, and societal respect.

The Development of the Professional Musician

- Institutional Support: Music academies and conservatories emerged, providing formal training.

- Career Opportunities: Musicians could pursue careers as composers, performers, and educators with

greater legitimacy.

Influence on Western Music

- Innovation and Creativity: The respect accorded to musicians stimulated artistic innovation.

- Diverse Repertoire: Increased appreciation led to the development of new musical styles and genres.

Broader Cultural Impact



- Music as a Reflection of Society: Society's appreciation for musicians paralleled wider cultural trends

emphasizing individual achievement.

- Cultural Identity: Musicians became cultural icons, contributing to national identities, especially in

Europe.

Conclusion

The transformation in societal attitudes towards musicians by the end of the eighteenth century was a

complex process driven by intellectual, economic, and cultural changes. Moving away from viewing

musicians as mere servants or artisans, society began to recognize them as creative geniuses and

cultural icons. This shift not only elevated the social standing of individual musicians but also fostered

a richer and more diverse musical landscape that continues to influence Western culture today. The

eighteenth century thus marked a pivotal turning point, establishing a legacy of respect and admiration

for musicians as pivotal contributors to societal and artistic progress.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

How did attitudes towards musicians change by the end of the

eighteenth century?

By the end of the eighteenth century, musicians were increasingly recognized as artists and

professionals rather than mere entertainers, leading to greater respect and appreciation for their craft.

What social factors contributed to the changing perception of

musicians in the eighteenth century?

The rise of the bourgeoisie, the growth of public concerts, and the increasing importance of music in

cultural life contributed to elevating the status of musicians during this period.

How did the role of musicians evolve in society by the late eighteenth

century?

Musicians transitioned from being mainly servants or performers for aristocrats to celebrated artists

performing in public venues, gaining recognition and social status.

In what ways did the development of public concerts influence the

attitude towards musicians?

Public concerts made music more accessible to the general populace, which helped elevate musicians'

status as artists and professionals rather than mere entertainers for the elite.

Did the perception of musicians as artists instead of craftsmen emerge

in the eighteenth century?

Yes, during this period, musicians began to be viewed more as creative artists whose work required

skill, training, and talent, shifting away from the perception of them as mere craftsmen.



What impact did famous composers like Mozart have on societal

attitudes towards musicians?

Famous composers like Mozart helped elevate the status of musicians by showcasing their artistic

genius, leading society to regard musicians as creative contributors to cultural and intellectual life.

Additional Resources

By the End Of The Eighteenth Century, The Attitude Towards Musicians Had Changed dramatically,

reflecting broader social, economic, and cultural transformations that reshaped the perception and

status of musicians in society. This shift marked a significant departure from earlier times when

musicians often occupied marginal or subordinate roles, to a period where they began to be

recognized as artists, professionals, and even celebrities in their own right. Understanding this change

requires exploring the historical context, the factors that contributed to it, and the implications it had for

musicians and society as a whole.

---

Historical Background: Attitudes Toward Musicians Before the

Eighteenth Century

Before delving into the transformation that occurred by the late 1700s, it is essential to understand the

prevailing attitudes towards musicians during earlier periods. Historically, musicians were often viewed

as craftsmen or servants rather than artists. Their roles were primarily functional—providing

entertainment or accompaniment rather than intellectual or artistic expression.

- Social Status: Musicians were generally considered lower in social hierarchy, often employed by

courts, churches, or wealthy patrons. Their work was seen as a trade rather than a form of high art.



- Economic Conditions: Many musicians depended on patronage or employment by religious

institutions, which limited their independence and recognition.

- Cultural Perception: Artistic merit was often secondary to the functional role of music; musicians

lacked the elevated status granted to poets, painters, or writers.

This baseline helps to appreciate the extent of change that occurred by the end of the eighteenth

century.

---

Factors Contributing to the Change in Attitudes Toward

Musicians

Several intertwined factors contributed to the evolving perception of musicians during this period:

1. The Rise of the Public Concerts and Commercial Music

By the late 1700s, music was increasingly performed in public venues rather than solely within noble

courts or religious settings.

- Pros:

- Broadened audiences beyond aristocracy.

- Allowed musicians to reach a wider public, gaining fame and financial independence.

- Cons:

- Commercialization sometimes compromised artistic integrity.

- Audience tastes could influence the repertoire, potentially limiting artistic innovation.



2. The Enlightenment and Appreciation of Artistic Genius

The Enlightenment fostered new ideals about individual talent, creativity, and the importance of the

arts.

- Features:

- Musicians began to be viewed as creative geniuses rather than mere craftsmen.

- Composers like Mozart epitomized the idea of the artist as an inspired figure.

- Impact:

- Elevated the status of musicians in society.

- Inspired a new respect for their intellectual and artistic contributions.

3. The Development of Music as an Independent Art Form

Musicians and composers shifted focus from functional music to art for art’s sake.

- Features:

- Increased emphasis on original composition and innovation.

- Emergence of music as a subject of scholarly study and critical appreciation.

- Pros:

- Fostered artistic excellence.

- Led to the creation of enduring masterpieces.

- Cons:

- Could alienate audiences seeking more accessible entertainment.

4. The Patronage System Transformed into Public Support

While earlier musicians depended heavily on aristocratic patronage, the late eighteenth century saw a



shift toward independent careers.

- Features:

- Rise of music publishing and ticket sales.

- Musicians became freelance artists or employed by civic institutions.

- Impact:

- Greater professional autonomy.

- Increased recognition of musicians as skilled professionals.

5. Cultural Romanticism and the Celebrity Effect

The Romantic movement celebrated individual genius, emotional expression, and personality.

- Features:

- Musicians became celebrities, admired for their personality as well as their talent.

- Public fascination with their personal lives and compositions grew.

- Impact:

- Elevated societal respect.

- Created new avenues for income and fame.

---

The Changing Perception of Musicians: From Servants to

Artists

By the end of the eighteenth century, the societal view of musicians had undergone a profound

transformation.



1. Recognition as Artists and Creatives

The idea of the composer or performer as a creative genius gained ground.

- Features:

- Compositions viewed as original works of art.

- Musicians celebrated for their skill, innovation, and emotional expression.

- Pros:

- Raised the artistic standards.

- Encouraged innovation and experimentation.

- Cons:

- Increased pressure and expectations placed on musicians.

2. Elevated Social Status

Musicians began to gain respect and recognition that transcended their functional roles.

- Features:

- Some musicians achieved celebrity status.

- Societies and salons valued musical contributions highly.

- Impact:

- Musicians could command higher fees and social prestige.

- Their work was appreciated as culturally significant.

3. Professionalism and Education

The period saw the rise of formal music education and institutions.



- Features:

- Development of conservatories and formal training programs.

- Musicians viewed as skilled professionals with expertise.

- Pros:

- Ensured higher quality and standards.

- Provided a clear career pathway.

- Cons:

- Could create elitism, limiting access for some talented individuals.

---

Implications of the Change in Attitudes Toward Musicians

This transformation had wide-ranging effects on the musical world and society at large.

1. Artistic Innovation and Cultural Enrichment

- The recognition of musicians as artists spurred innovation.

- Led to the creation of symphonies, operas, and chamber music that remain central to classical

repertoire.

2. Economic and Social Opportunities

- Musicians could pursue careers with greater independence.

- Increased income potential and social mobility.



3. Challenges and Criticisms

- Commercialization sometimes diluted artistic purity.

- The rise of celebrity culture could overshadow artistic integrity.

4. Legacy and Modern Perception

- The modern conception of musicians as artists, celebrities, and cultural icons owes much to this

eighteenth-century shift.

- It paved the way for contemporary music industries, including pop, jazz, and other genres.

---

Conclusion

The change in attitudes towards musicians by the end of the eighteenth century was a complex

process driven by social, cultural, and technological developments. From being seen as mere

craftsmen or servants, musicians gradually gained recognition as creative geniuses, cultural

ambassadors, and celebrities. This evolution reflected broader societal values emphasizing individual

talent, artistic expression, and cultural contribution. While it brought many benefits, including increased

respect, professional opportunities, and artistic achievements, it also introduced new challenges related

to commercialization and celebrity culture. Ultimately, this shift laid the foundation for the modern

understanding and appreciation of musicians as vital figures in cultural life, a legacy that continues to

influence the arts today.
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