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Effective communication in business reports hinges on precision and clarity, especially when it
comes to describing changes, trends, or results. One common area where writers often encounter
confusion is deciding whether to use an adjective like "significant" or an adverb like "significantly" to
modify a noun or verb. In the phrase "There was a significant/significantly increase," choosing the
correct word impacts the accuracy and professionalism of the report. This article explores the
differences between "significant" and "significantly," providing guidance on their correct usage and
offering tips to enhance your writing clarity.

Understanding the Difference Between "Significant"
and "Significantly"

Before diving into specific examples, it's essential to understand the grammatical roles of
"significant" and "significantly."

What is "Significant"?

- Part of Speech: Adjective

- Usage: Describes a noun, indicating that something is important, notable, or meaningful.

- Example:

- "There was a significant increase in sales."

- Here, "significant" describes the noun "increase," implying that the increase was substantial or
noteworthy.

What is "Significantly"?

- Part of Speech: Adverb

- Usage: Modifies verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs, indicating the extent or manner of an action.
- Example:

- "Sales increased significantly after the campaign."

- "Significantly" modifies the verb "increased," emphasizing the degree of increase.



Applying "Significant" and "Significantly” Correctly in
Reports

Choosing between "significant" and "significantly" depends on what you intend to describe—whether
it's the importance of a change or the manner/degree of that change.

Using "Significant" Correctly

- When you want to highlight that a particular change or result is important or notable, use
"significant" to modify the noun.

- Example:

- "The report shows a significant reduction in operational costs."

- This indicates that the reduction is important or meaningful.

Using "Significantly" Correctly

- When describing how much or to what extent something has changed, use "significantly" to modify
the verb.

- Example:

- "Operational costs decreased significantly over the last quarter."

- This emphasizes the degree or magnitude of the decrease.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Misusing "significant" and "significantly" can lead to ambiguity or grammatical errors. Here are
some common pitfalls:

Incorrect Usage Examples

- "There was a significantly increase in revenue." (Incorrect because "significantly" is an adverb
modifying a noun)
- "The results were significantly different from expectations." (Incorrect spelling and usage)

Correct Usage Examples

- "There was a significant increase in revenue." (Correct;
"significant" modifies "increase")

- "The results differed significantly from previous data."



(Correct; "significantly" modifies "differed")

Tips to Avoid Mistakes

- Always identify whether you want to describe the importance
of a noun or the extent of an action.

- Remember, adjectives like "significant" modify nouns, while
adverbs like "significantly" modify verbs, adjectives, or other
adverbs.

- Proofread reports carefully to ensure grammatical
consistency.

Practical Examples in Business Reports

To solidify understanding, here are several examples of
correct usage in common report scenarios:

Example 1: Financial Performance

- Correct: "This quarter, the company experienced a
significant increase in net profit."

- Explanation: "Significant" describes the increase,
emphasizing its importance.

Example 2: Market Analysis

- Correct: "Customer engagement levels increased



significantly following the new marketing strategy."
- Explanation: "Significantly" modifies "increased," indicating
the degree of change.

Example 3: Project Results

- Correct: "The project completion time was significantly
shorter than the initial estimate."

- Explanation: "Significantly" emphasizes how much shorter
the time was.

Additional Tips for Clear and Effective Reporting

Beyond choosing the correct word, consider these general tips
to improve your report writing:

1. Be Precise: Use "significant" when highlighting
importance, "significantly" when quantifying or
emphasizing the extent.

2. Avoid Overuse: Use these words judiciously to maintain
impact and avoid redundancy.

3. Use Data to Support Claims: When claiming something is
"significant," back it up with statistical or factual

evidence.

4. Maintain Consistency: Keep the same terminology



throughout your report to ensure clarity.

Conclusion: Making the Right Choice for Effective
Reporting

In summary, the decision between "significant" and
"significantly" depends on what aspect of your statement you
wish to emphasize. Use "significant" as an adjective to
describe nouns, highlighting importance or noteworthy
qualities. Conversely, employ "significantly" as an adverb to
modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs, emphasizing the
degree or extent of a change or action. Mastery of these
distinctions will enhance your report writing, making your
findings clearer, more professional, and impactful.

By paying close attention to context and grammatical roles,
you ensure that your reports convey the intended message
with precision. Whether you are reporting on financial results,
market trends, or project outcomes, choosing the correct word
will make your analysis more credible and your
communication more effective.

Remember: Clarity and accuracy are the cornerstones of
effective business reporting. Making the right choice between



"significant" and "significantly" is a small but vital step toward
achieving that goal.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which word correctly completes the sentence: 'There was a
significant/significantly increase in sales last quarter?’

The correct word is 'significant' because it functions as an
adjective describing the increase.

Why is 'significant' the appropriate choice over 'significantly’
in the sentence about increase?

'Significant' is an adjective that describes the noun 'increase,
whereas 'significantly' is an adverb that would modify a verb
or adjective but is incorrect here.

Can 'significantly' be used instead of 'significant’ in the
sentence?

No, because 'significantly' would need to modify a verb or
adjective, not a noun like 'increase.' The correct form is
'significant increase.’

What is the difference between 'significant' and 'significantly'?

'Significant' is an adjective used to describe a noun, while



'significantly' is an adverb that modifies verbs, adjectives, or
other adverbs.

How can I remember to choose 'significant' over 'significantly'
in reports?

Remember that 'significant' describes a noun directly, and
always check whether the word is modifying a noun (use
'significant’) or an action/description (use 'significantly’).

Additional Resources

Understanding the Choice: “There Was A
Significant/significantly Increase”

When constructing reports—be they business reports,
academic papers, or data analysis summaries—the precision of
language plays a pivotal role in conveying information
accurately and professionally. One common area where clarity
is crucial is in describing trends or changes, particularly
increases or decreases in data points. The phrase “There was a
significant/significantly increase” exemplifies this, but
choosing the correct form—adjective or adverb—is essential
for grammatical correctness, clarity, and stylistic consistency.

This detailed review explores the nuances of this phrase,
dissecting the differences between “significant” and



“significantly,” their grammatical roles, proper usage
contexts, and implications for report writing. We also consider
common pitfalls, stylistic recommendations, and best
practices to ensure your reports communicate data changes
effectively.

Grammatical Foundations of “Significant” vs.
“Significantly”

Before delving into usage, it’s vital to understand the
grammatical categories of “significant” and “significantly,” as
this influences their placement and function within sentences.

“Significant” as an Adjective

- Definition: “Significant” describes a noun, indicating that
something is important, meaningful, or noteworthy.

- Part of speech: Adjective.

- Usage in sentences: It modifies nouns, e.g., “a significant
increase,” “a significant difference,” “a significant result.”

n o

“Significantly” as an Adverb

- Definition: “Significantly” modifies verbs, adjectives, or
other adverbs, indicating the manner or degree of an action or



quality.

- Part of speech: Adverb.

- Usage in sentences: It modifies verbs or adjectives, e.g.,
“increased significantly,” “changed significantly,” “more
significantly.”

n u

Summary:

| Word | Part of Speech | Function | Typical Usage Example |

| Significant | Adjective | Describes a noun (e.g., increase) | “a
significant increase” |

| Significantly | Adverb | Modifies a verb or adjective |
“increased significantly” |

Contextual Usage: When to Use “Significant” vs.
“Significantly”

Choosing between “significant” and “significantly” depends on
what the sentence aims to express—whether describing the
nature of the increase or the manner in which it occurred.

Using “Significant” to Describe a Noun

- Purpose: To qualify a noun, emphasizing its importance or
magnitude.



- Typical sentences:

- “The report revealed a significant increase in sales.”

- “There was a significant difference between the control and
experimental groups.”

- “The findings indicate a significant impact on the company's
revenue.”

- Implication: The increase itself is noteworthy, possibly
statistically significant or practically meaningful.

Using “Significantly” to Modify Verbs or Adjectives

- Purpose: To describe how or to what extent an action
occurred.
- Typical sentences:

- “Sales increased significantly after the marketing
campaign.”

- “The new policy significantly improved employee
productivity.”

- “The results significantly differ from previous studies.”

- Implication: The degree or manner of change is emphasized,
often implying statistical significance in data analysis.

Key Distinction Summary

| Aspect | “Significant” | “Significantly” |



| Function | Describes a noun (e.g., increase, difference) |
Modifies a verb, adjective, or other adverb |

| Emphasis | The importance or magnitude of the noun | The
manner, degree, or extent of the action |

| Example in context | “A significant increase” | “The sales
increased significantly” |

Implications for Report Writing

In formal and technical writing, especially in reports that
involve data analysis, the choice between “significant” and
“significantly” often hinges on the intended emphasis and
clarity.

Statistical Significance vs. Practical Significance

- Statistical significance: Refers to the likelihood that an
observed effect is not due to chance, commonly determined
through p-values in statistical tests.

- Practical significance: Concerns whether the magnitude of
change is meaningful in real-world terms.

In reports:

- When stating that an observed increase is statistically



significant, it is common to write:

- “The increase was statistically significant (p < 0.05).”

- When describing the extent of change:

- “There was a significant increase in sales.”

- To describe how the increase occurred:

- “Sales increased significantly after the intervention.”

Note: In many scientific contexts, “significant” as an adjective

is often associated with statistical significance, whereas
“significantly” as an adverb emphasizes the degree or manner.

Using “Significant” in Descriptive Statements

- When emphasizing the importance or impact:

- “The report highlights a significant growth in customer
engagement.”

- When discussing data:

- “The data indicates a significant difference between the two
groups.”

Using “Significantly” to Convey Manner or Degree



- When emphasizing how much or how markedly something
has changed:

- “Revenue increased significantly over the quarter.”
- When pointing out the extent of a change:

- “The new strategy significantly outperformed previous
approaches.”

Common Pitfalls and Misuses

Misusing “significant” and “significantly” can lead to
ambiguity, weaken the professionalism of a report, or even
lead to misinterpretation of data.

1. Confusing Adjective and Adverb Usage

- Mistake: “The results increased significant.” (Incorrect)
- Correct: “The results increased significantly.” (Adverb
modifying the verb)

- Mistake: “There was a significantly increase in revenue.”
(Incorrect)

- Correct: “There was a significant increase in revenue.”
(Adjective describing the noun “increase”)



2. Overusing “Significant” Without Clarification

- Problem: Using “significant” to mean “large” or “big”
without statistical backing can be misleading.

- Solution: Be clear whether “significant” refers to importance
or statistical significance, and provide context or data to
support the claim.

3. Ignoring Statistical Context

- Mistake: Claiming an increase is “significant” without
indicating statistical testing or evidence.

- Solution: Specify whether the significance is statistical and
mention relevant p-values or confidence intervals.

4. Inconsistent Usage

- Maintaining consistency in your report ensures clarity.

- Example: If you describe the increase as “significant,” avoid
switching to “significantly” in subsequent sentences unless
intentionally emphasizing manner or degree.

Stylistic Recommendations for Report Writers



To craft clear, concise, and professional reports, consider the
following guidelines:

1. Use “significant” when describing the importance or
magnitude of a noun.

- Example: “The team observed a significant increase in
customer retention.”

2. Use “significantly” when describing how an action or
change occurred.

- Example: “Customer retention increased significantly after
the new onboarding process.”

3. Clarify statistical significance explicitly when relevant.

- Example: “The increase was statistically significant (p <
0.05).”

4. Be consistent in your terminology throughout the report.

- Avoid switching between “significant” and “significantly”
unless for stylistic variation or emphasis.



5. Support claims of significance with data or references.

- Example: “The observed rise was significant, with a p-value
of 0.03.”

Practical Examples and Application Scenarios

To further elucidate the proper application, here are scenarios
demonstrating correct usage:

Scenario 1: Business Sales Report

- Correct: “There was a significant increase in sales during
Q2.”

- Explanation: The increase in sales is notable and worth
highlighting.

Scenario 2: Data Analysis in Scientific Research

- Correct: “The experimental group showed an increase
significantly greater than the control group.”

- Explanation: The manner or degree of the increase is
emphasized.



Scenario 3: Marketing Campaign Effectiveness

- Correct: “Customer engagement increased significantly after
the campaign launch.”

- Explanation: The change is statistically or practically
meaningful, and the adverb emphasizes this.

Scenario 4: Clarification with Statistical Data

- Correct: “The increase in revenue was significant (p = 0.02).”
- Explanation: Explicitly states the statistical context
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