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Are you feeling anxious about your APUSH Long Essay Question (LEQ) and seeking feedback from
teachers or peers? You're not alone. Many students grapple with the challenge of crafting high-quality
LEQs that meet College Board standards. If you're wondering whether your essay is on the right track,
asking for a grade or critique can be a helpful step toward improvement. However, it's essential to
recognize that peer or teacher feedback varies in quality, and sometimes, you might feel your work
isn't at its best. Despite that, seeking constructive critique is invaluable for growth. In this article, we'll
explore strategies to get meaningful feedback, how to interpret and use it effectively, and tips to
improve your APUSH LEQ writing skills, even if your initial draft isn't perfect.

---

Understanding the APUSH LEQ and Its Grading Criteria

Before requesting someone to grade your LEQ, it's crucial to understand what graders look for. The
College Board's APUSH rubric emphasizes several key components:

Thoroughly Address the Prompt
- Your essay must respond directly to the question posed.
- Address all parts of the prompt thoroughly.

Develop a Clear Thesis
- Present a nuanced argument that guides your essay.
- Your thesis should establish your main argument explicitly.

Use Evidence Effectively
- Incorporate relevant historical facts, examples, and data.
- Analyze the significance of your evidence within the context.

Maintain Coherence and Organization
- Structure your essay logically with clear paragraphs.
- Use topic sentences to guide the reader.



Demonstrate Historical Thinking Skills
- Show understanding of causation, comparison, continuity and change over time, and
contextualization.

Conclude Effectively
- Summarize your argument and reinforce your thesis.

---

Why Asking for a Grade Can Be Beneficial

Getting your LEQ graded or critiqued offers several advantages:

Identify Strengths and Weaknesses
- Recognize what parts of your essay work well.
- Pinpoint areas needing improvement.

Clarify Expectations
- Understand how your writing aligns with AP standards.
- Learn what graders prioritize.

Motivate Improvement
- Constructive feedback can inspire targeted practice.
- Building confidence through positive reinforcement.

Develop Critical Thinking
- Evaluating feedback enhances your analytical skills.
- Recognizing common pitfalls helps avoid them in future essays.

---

Strategies for Getting Effective Feedback on Your LEQ

To maximize the benefit of others grading or reviewing your LEQ, follow these strategies:



Choose the Right Reviewer
- Select teachers familiar with APUSH grading standards.
- Seek peers whose writing you respect or who excel in history.

Provide Clear Instructions
- Specify the aspects you'd like feedback on (thesis strength, evidence, organization, etc.).
- Share the grading rubric if available.

Share Your Draft Early
- Early feedback allows time for revisions.
- Don't wait until the last minute.

Ask Specific Questions
- For example: "Does my thesis clearly respond to the prompt?" or "Is my evidence relevant and well-
analyzed?"

Use a Feedback Form or Checklist
- Create a simple rubric or checklist aligned with AP criteria.
- Mark areas that need improvement.

Be Open to Criticism
- Embrace constructive criticism as a learning opportunity.
- Separate personal feelings from the objective evaluation.

---

Interpreting and Utilizing Feedback Effectively

Receiving feedback is only part of the process; knowing how to interpret and act on it is equally
important.

Distinguish Between Content and Style Issues
- Content: accuracy of facts, relevance of evidence, clarity of argument.
- Style: grammar, sentence structure, transitions.



Prioritize Major Revisions
- Focus on improving your thesis, argument development, and evidence first.
- Fine-tune grammar and style after.

Ask Clarifying Questions
- If feedback isn't clear, seek clarification.
- For example: "Can you suggest how I might better connect my evidence to my thesis?"

Revise Strategically
- Incorporate feedback systematically.
- Use a revision checklist to ensure all points are addressed.

Seek Additional Feedback
- After revising, get another review to confirm improvements.

---

Tips to Improve Your APUSH LEQ Writing Skills

Even if your current work isn't your best, practicing and applying these tips can lead to significant
progress:

Master the Historical Content
- Develop a solid understanding of U.S. history periods.
- Use timelines, flashcards, and primary sources for context.

Practice Crafting Strong Theses
- Make your thesis specific, nuanced, and directly answer the prompt.
- Avoid vague or overly broad statements.

Develop Evidence-Based Arguments
- Use specific examples from different time periods.
- Analyze the significance of each piece of evidence.



Organize Your Essays Effectively
- Use clear topic sentences.
- Follow a logical progression of ideas.

Work on Clarity and Conciseness
- Avoid unnecessary words.
- Be precise in your language.

Practice Under Exam Conditions
- Time your essays.
- Mimic the test environment to build confidence.

Review Past LEQs and Sample Essays
- Analyze high-scoring examples to understand what works.
- Identify common features of strong essays.

---

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Many students face similar issues when writing LEQs. Recognizing and addressing these challenges
can improve your writing:

Struggling with Time Management
- Tip: Allocate specific time blocks for planning, writing, and revising.

Difficulty Developing a Clear Thesis
- Tip: Spend extra time brainstorming and outlining your main argument.

Including Irrelevant Evidence
- Tip: Always relate evidence back to your thesis and the prompt.

Poor Organization
- Tip: Use outlines to structure your essay before writing.



Weak Analysis
- Tip: Explain why evidence matters; avoid just listing facts.

---

Final Advice: Keep Practicing and Seeking Feedback

Achieving a high score on your APUSH LEQ requires consistent practice, active seeking of feedback,
and a willingness to improve. Remember, even if your initial draft isn't your best work, each revision
and critique brings you closer to mastery. Embrace the learning process, stay motivated, and use
every opportunity to hone your skills. Over time, you'll develop a more nuanced understanding of U.S.
history and become a more confident essay writer.

---

Conclusion

Asking someone to grade your APUSH LEQ can be an invaluable step in your academic journey. While
your current draft may not be perfect, the feedback you receive—if approached thoughtfully—can
guide your revisions and deepen your understanding of effective historical writing. Focus on
understanding the grading criteria, seeking detailed and constructive critiques, and applying the
insights gained to future essays. With dedication and practice, you'll improve your skills, craft
compelling arguments, and excel on the APUSH exam. Remember, every great historian started with
imperfect drafts; what matters is your commitment to learning and growth.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is it okay to ask someone to grade my APUSH LEQ if I know
it's not my best work?
Yes, reaching out for feedback can help you improve, but be honest about your work's quality and be
respectful when requesting assistance.

What are some effective ways to get feedback on my APUSH
LEQ?
You can ask teachers, classmates, or online APUSH communities to review your essay and provide
constructive criticism to identify areas for improvement.

How can I improve my LEQ if I feel it's not my best work?
Focus on clarifying your thesis, supporting your argument with specific evidence, and practicing timed



writing to enhance clarity and coherence.

Should I submit a 'not my best work' LEQ for grading or
feedback?
It's okay to seek feedback on a weaker essay, but ensure you view it as a learning opportunity to
improve your future essays rather than a final submission.

Are there online resources where I can get my APUSH LEQ
graded or reviewed?
Yes, websites like AP Classroom, forums like Reddit’s r/APStudents, and online tutoring services often
offer feedback on practice essays.

What common mistakes should I avoid when asking someone
to grade my LEQ?
Avoid being overly self-critical, expecting perfect feedback, or asking for a grade without
understanding that constructive criticism is key for improvement.

How do I interpret feedback on my LEQ to make meaningful
improvements?
Look for recurring themes in the feedback, focus on areas like thesis clarity, factual accuracy, and
organization, and revise accordingly.

Is it better to seek feedback before or after submitting my
LEQ on exam day?
Seeking feedback beforehand is ideal for practice and improvement, but avoid submitting unreviewed
work on exam day—use practice essays as preparation.

What mindset should I have when asking someone to grade
my LEQ, especially if I think it’s not my best work?
Approach it with an open mind and a growth mindset, viewing feedback as a valuable step toward
mastery rather than a judgment of your abilities.

Additional Resources
Evaluation
Can Someone Please Grade My APUSH LEQ? Disclaimer: This Is Definitely Not My Best Work, But I
Want To
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Introduction

In the world of Advanced Placement United States History (APUSH), the Long Essay Question (LEQ) is
often regarded as one of the most challenging components of the exam. It requires students to craft a
coherent, evidence-based argument within a limited timeframe—an intimidating task even for
seasoned test-takers. For many students, submitting their first or even subsequent LEQs can evoke
feelings of uncertainty, hesitation, and a desire for external validation.

This article explores the common scenario: a student asking, “Can someone please grade my APUSH
LEQ? Disclaimer: This is definitely not my best work, but I want to understand where I stand.” Is this
quest for feedback a sign of genuine growth, or simply a plea for reassurance? How can students
leverage external input to improve, and what should they realistically expect from such feedback? We
will delve into the importance of peer and expert review, the key elements of a strong LEQ, and
practical strategies for students seeking constructive critique—whether from teachers, peers, or
online communities.

---

Understanding the Significance of LEQ Feedback

Why Is Grading or Reviewing the LEQ Important?

The LEQ is designed to assess a student's ability to develop a thesis, analyze historical evidence, and
construct a well-organized argument—skills central to success in APUSH. Receiving constructive
feedback serves multiple purposes:

- Identifying Strengths and Weaknesses: Recognizing what parts of your essay excel and which areas
need improvement helps target future efforts.
- Developing Critical Thinking: Engaging with feedback encourages deeper analysis of your writing
process and historical reasoning.
- Building Confidence: Positive reinforcement can motivate students to refine their skills, especially
when they feel unsure about their performance.
- Preparing for the Exam: External critique simulates the grading process and provides insight into
how real AP graders might perceive your work.

The Limitations of Self-Grading

While self-assessment is valuable, it often falls short due to subjectivity and limited perspective.
Students may overlook errors or overestimate their strengths. Therefore, seeking an external
opinion—be it from a teacher, peer, or online forum—is widely recommended for a more balanced
evaluation.

---

Who Can Grade My APUSH LEQ? Exploring the Options



1. Your APUSH Teacher

Pros:
- Familiarity with the AP grading rubric and scoring guidelines
- Ability to provide detailed, subject-specific feedback
- Knowledge of your overall performance in class

Cons:
- Limited time and workload constraints may reduce thoroughness
- Possible bias or leniency, depending on the relationship

2. Peers or Study Groups

Pros:
- Peer feedback can be less intimidating and more relatable
- Encourages collaborative learning and discussion of ideas
- Can help identify clarity or coherence issues

Cons:
- Peers may lack detailed understanding of grading criteria
- Risk of inconsistent or overly lenient assessments

3. Online Forums and Communities

Examples include Reddit’s r/APStudents, College Confidential, or specialized AP prep sites.

Pros:
- Access to a broader range of perspectives, including experienced students and educators
- Exposure to multiple grading styles and feedback points
- Anonymity can reduce anxiety

Cons:
- Variable quality of feedback
- Potential for misinformation or unhelpful critiques

4. Professional Tutors or AP Coaches

Pros:
- Expert guidance on exam strategies and essay writing
- Likely to provide detailed, constructive feedback aligned with scoring rubrics

Cons:
- Costly and may not be accessible for all students

---

What to Expect When Asking for a Grade or Feedback

Setting Realistic Expectations



When requesting someone to review your LEQ, it’s crucial to clarify your goals:

- Are you seeking a rough grade or score estimate?
- Do you want specific feedback on thesis, evidence, or organization?
- Are you trying to understand how to improve overall writing skills?

Remember:
- No single review guarantees a perfect score.
- Feedback is subjective; multiple opinions help create a balanced view.
- The goal is to learn and improve, not just to get a high mark.

How to Present Your LEQ for Review

To maximize the usefulness of feedback:

- Include the Prompt: Clarify which LEQ prompt you answered, so reviewers understand the context.
- Share the Full Text: Avoid snippets; complete essays allow for comprehensive assessment.
- Specify Focus Areas: Highlight particular concerns—e.g., thesis clarity, evidence use, or organization.
- Be Open to Criticism: Approach reviews with a growth mindset.

---

Analyzing a Sample LEQ: What to Look For

Suppose you upload an LEQ to a peer review forum. Here’s what an experienced reviewer might
evaluate:

1. Thesis Statement

- Clear and specific? Does it directly address the prompt?
- Does it set up the argument effectively?

2. Use of Evidence

- Are relevant historical examples incorporated?
- Do they support the thesis?
- Is there a balance of specific details and broader context?

3. Analysis and Reasoning

- Does the essay explain why the evidence supports the argument?
- Are connections between facts made explicit?
- Is there critical thinking involved?

4. Organization and Structure

- Is the essay logically organized?
- Are paragraphs focused and cohesive?
- Does the introduction set up the essay well?



- Is there a clear conclusion summing up the argument?

5. Writing Quality

- Is the prose clear and concise?
- Are there grammatical or stylistic issues?
- Is the tone appropriate for an academic essay?

6. Adherence to the Rubric

- Does the essay meet the criteria for point allocation?
- Are all parts of the prompt addressed?

---

Practical Tips for Students Seeking Feedback

1. Join Study Groups or Online Communities

Platforms like Reddit’s r/APStudents or AP Classroom forums can be invaluable for peer review. When
posting:

- Be respectful and specific about what you need.
- Review others’ essays constructively to foster reciprocal feedback.
- Use feedback to identify common weaknesses and patterns.

2. Utilize Teacher Office Hours or Feedback Sessions

If possible, ask your teacher for feedback on a practice LEQ. Even brief comments can guide
improvement. Be proactive:

- Submit drafts early.
- Ask targeted questions (e.g., “Is my thesis clear?”).

3. Practice with Past Prompts

Regularly writing LEQs under timed conditions develops confidence. Afterward, seek feedback:

- Compare your essays over time to track progress.
- Reflect on recurring issues.

4. Use Rubrics as Self-Assessment Tools

Familiarize yourself with the AP rubric (scoring guidelines) and grade your essays accordingly. This
helps identify gaps before seeking external feedback.

5. Be Open to Revision

Receiving critique isn’t about criticism but about growth. Use feedback to revise and improve your



essay, which is an essential part of mastering APUSH skills.

---

Conclusion: The Value of External Grading and Honest
Self-Assessment

In the high-stakes realm of APUSH, asking “Can someone please grade my LEQ?” is a natural step
toward mastery. While external feedback—whether from teachers, peers, or online communities—can
provide invaluable insights, it’s important to approach this process with realistic expectations and a
growth-oriented mindset. Remember, no single review will determine your final score; instead, it’s a
continuous cycle of practice, feedback, reflection, and revision.

If you’re seeking feedback, do so thoughtfully: share your work in appropriate forums, specify your
concerns, and be receptive to constructive criticism. Over time, this iterative process will sharpen
your skills, bolster your confidence, and ultimately bring you closer to achieving your best possible
APUSH score. Embrace the journey of learning, and view external grading not as an endpoint but as a
vital tool in your academic development.

---

Final Thought:
While your LEQ might not be “perfect,” every draft, critique, and revision is a step forward. Keep
practicing, seeking feedback, and refining your skills—you’re capable of great progress.
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