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In the realm of English grammar, mastering the transformation of sentences
from active to passive voice is an essential skill that enhances clarity and
versatility in communication. Whether you're drafting formal reports,
academic essays, or engaging in everyday conversation, understanding how to
effectively convert sentences into passive voice can significantly improve
your writing style. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore the process
of changing specific active sentences into passive voice, focusing on the
examples: "We would receive him with open arms" and "The international
community is." We will delve into the rules, structures, and nuances involved
in this grammatical transformation, providing you with practical insights and
step-by-step instructions to confidently apply passive voice in various
contexts.

Understanding Active and Passive Voice

What Is Active Voice?
Active voice is a grammatical construction where the subject performs the
action expressed by the verb. It is direct, concise, and often preferred for
clarity. For example:
- "We would receive him with open arms."
Here, "We" is the subject performing the action of receiving.

What Is Passive Voice?
Passive voice shifts the focus from the doer to the receiver of the action.
The object of the active sentence becomes the subject of the passive
sentence. For example:
- "He would be received by us with open arms."
In this case, "He" is the focus, and "us" is included as the agent performing
the action, introduced by "by."

Why Use Passive Voice?
Passive voice is useful when the emphasis is on the action or the recipient
rather than the doer. It is common in scientific writing, formal reports, and
situations where the agent is unknown or less important.

Transforming "We Would Receive Him With Open



Arms" into Passive Voice

Step-by-Step Conversion Process
Transforming an active sentence into passive involves several key steps:

1. Identify the object of the active sentence
- In "We would receive him with open arms," the object is "him."
2. Make the object the new subject of the sentence
- "Him" becomes the subject in passive construction.
3. Use the correct form of the verb "to be" corresponding to the tense
- The original sentence is in the conditional mood ("would receive"), which
corresponds to "would be received" in passive.
4. Use the past participle of the main verb
- "Receive" becomes "received."
5. Include the original subject as the agent, introduced by "by"
- "by us."

Passive Voice Version of the Sentence
Based on these steps, the sentence in passive voice is:
- "He would be received by us with open arms."

Additional Variations and Contexts
Depending on the context, you can adjust the sentence for nuance or
formality:
- "He would be warmly received by us."
- "We would receive him with open arms" (active) vs. "He would be welcomed
with open arms by us" (passive).

Transforming "The International Community Is"
into Passive Voice

Analyzing the Sentence
The phrase "The international community is" is incomplete as a standalone
sentence; it typically requires additional information or context. For the
purpose of transformation, let's consider a complete active sentence starting
with this phrase, such as:
- "The international community is supporting the initiative."

Step-by-Step Conversion
Applying the same process:

1. Identify the object
- "The initiative" in this example.
2. Make the object the new subject
- "The initiative."



3. Use the correct form of "to be"
- Present tense "is supporting" becomes "is supported."
4. Use the past participle of the main verb
- "Supporting" becomes "supported."
5. Include the original subject as the agent
- "by the international community."

Passive Voice Version
- "The initiative is supported by the international community."

Alternative Sentences and Contexts
If the original sentence is just "The international community is," and no
further information is provided, it's not possible to convert it into passive
voice without additional context. However, the structure of the passive
sentence remains similar once the main verb and object are known.

Additional Tips for Changing Sentences to
Passive Voice

Identify the main verb: The key to converting is recognizing the verb
and its tense.

Maintain the tense: Use the correct form of "to be" that corresponds to
the original tense (present, past, future, etc.).

Use the past participle: Always change the main verb to its past
participle form.

Include the agent if necessary: When the doer of the action is
important, include it after "by." Otherwise, it can be omitted.

Adjust the sentence for clarity: Passive sentences can sometimes become
wordy or awkward; revise for clarity and conciseness.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

1. Confusing Tenses
Ensure you understand the tense of the original verb. For example:
- Present simple ("supports") becomes "is supported."
- Past simple ("supported") becomes "was supported."



2. Incorrect Past Participles
Verify the correct past participle forms of irregular verbs (e.g., "go" →
"gone," "write" → "written").

3. Omitting the Agent
In passive voice, the agent (the doer) is optional. Use it only when it adds
clarity or is necessary.

Practice Exercises

1. Convert the following active sentences to passive voice:
a) "They will complete the project."
b) "She is writing a letter."
c) "The teacher explained the lesson."

2. Create passive voice sentences from the following prompts:
a) "The company is launching a new product."
b) "The scientists have discovered a new element."
c) "The government will announce the policy."

Conclusion

Mastering the art of changing sentences from active to passive voice is a
vital component of advanced English proficiency. By understanding the
structure, rules, and nuances involved, you can craft sentences that
emphasize the action or the recipient, enhancing your communicative
effectiveness. Remember to identify the main verb and object, maintain proper
tense, and use the correct past participle. With practice, transforming
sentences like "We would receive him with open arms" into "He would be
received by us with open arms," and similarly for complex sentences involving
the international community, will become second nature. Whether for academic
writing, professional communication, or everyday use, these skills will
undoubtedly enrich your command of the English language.
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Frequently Asked Questions

How can the sentence 'We would receive him with open
arms' be rewritten in passive voice?

'He would be received by us with open arms.'



What is the passive voice form of 'The international
community is helping the refugees'?

'The refugees are being helped by the international community.'

Why is it important to learn how to change sentences
from active to passive voice?

It helps improve understanding of sentence structure and enhances writing
versatility and clarity.

Can all sentences be converted to passive voice?

No, only sentences with a direct object can be converted to passive voice.

What is the passive voice version of 'The
international community is providing aid'?

'Aid is being provided by the international community.'

When should you prefer active voice over passive
voice?

Use active voice when you want to emphasize the doer of the action or make
sentences more direct and lively.

How does changing to passive voice affect the focus
of a sentence?

It shifts the focus from the subject performing the action to the object
receiving the action.

What are common mistakes to avoid when converting
sentences to passive voice?

Misplacing the verb form, omitting necessary words, or changing the meaning
of the original sentence.

Additional Resources
Change To Passive Voice is an essential topic in the realm of English grammar
that often challenges learners and writers alike. Mastering the ability to
convert active sentences into passive form not only enriches one's
grammatical versatility but also enhances clarity, emphasis, and stylistic
variety in writing. Whether in academic essays, journalism, or creative
writing, understanding how to effectively change sentences from active to
passive voice can significantly impact the tone and focus of the message.
This article explores this concept through specific examples—"We Would
Receive Him With Open Arms" and "The International Community Is"—while
providing insights into the mechanics, advantages, and disadvantages of
passive constructions.



---

Understanding the Concept of Change To Passive
Voice

Before delving into the specific examples, it is crucial to understand what
passive voice entails. In English, sentences generally follow an active
structure: the subject performs the action expressed by the verb. In
contrast, the passive voice shifts the focus from the doer to the receiver of
the action, making the object of the active sentence the subject of the
passive sentence.

Active voice example:
The teacher graded the exams.

Passive voice equivalent:
The exams were graded by the teacher.

This shift often involves a change in verb form, typically using a form of
"to be" plus the past participle of the main verb. Converting active
sentences into passive ones can sometimes make sentences longer or more
formal but allows for emphasis on different parts of the sentence.

---

Analyzing "We Would Receive Him With Open Arms"

Active Structure and Its Implications

The phrase "We Would Receive Him With Open Arms" is an active sentence. Here,
"We" is the subject performing the action of receiving, "Him" is the object
receiving the action, and the phrase "With Open Arms" describes the manner of
reception.

Features of the active version:
- Clear emphasis on the subject ("We")
- Focus on the action ("Receive")
- Conveys a sense of intention or willingness

Possible contexts:
This sentence could be part of a motivational speech, a welcoming message, or
a statement of intent. Its active form emphasizes the agency and warmth of
"we" in the act of reception.

Converting to Passive Voice

To transform this sentence into passive voice, the object ("Him") becomes the
subject, and the verb phrase is adjusted accordingly.

Passive structure:



He Would Be Received By Us With Open Arms.

Features of the passive version:
- Emphasizes "Him" as the recipient
- Shifts focus from the doer ("We") to the receiver ("Him")
- Slightly more formal or distant tone

Pros and Cons of Using Passive Voice in This Context

Pros:
- Highlights the recipient, aligning with a focus on "Him"
- Suitable for formal or diplomatic communication where the emphasis on the
subject is desired

Cons:
- Less direct and possibly more verbose
- Can reduce immediacy or emotional warmth compared to active voice
- Sometimes makes sentences more cumbersome or awkward

Practical Recommendations
- Use passive voice when the receiver of the action is more important than
the doer.
- Avoid overusing passive constructions, especially in casual or narrative
writing, to maintain clarity and engagement.

---

Examining "The International Community Is"

Active vs. Passive in Broader Contexts

The phrase "The International Community Is" appears incomplete but suggests a
statement about the global collective or organizations functioning in a
certain manner. For example, it could be expanded as:

- Active: The international community is taking steps to address climate
change.
- Passive: Steps are being taken by the international community to address
climate change.

Understanding the context:
The active sentence emphasizes "who" is performing the action—"the
international community"—while the passive shifts focus to "steps" or
"actions" being undertaken, with the community as the agent.

Converting "The International Community Is" into
Passive Voice



To illustrate, consider an expanded active sentence:
The international community is implementing new policies.

Passive form:
New policies are being implemented by the international community.

Features:
- Focuses on the policies rather than the actors
- Suitable for reports emphasizing outcomes or results

Advantages and Disadvantages in This Context

Advantages:
- Highlights the actions or results rather than the agents, useful in
diplomatic or formal reports
- Can create a sense of objectivity or neutrality

Disadvantages:
- May obscure responsibility if the agent is important
- Can sound impersonal or distant, reducing emotional impact

---

Guidelines for Changing to Passive Voice
Effectively

When converting active sentences to passive, keep in mind the following
principles:

- Identify the object of the active sentence; this will become the subject in
the passive form.
- Use the correct form of the verb "to be" matching the tense.
- Add the past participle of the main verb.
- Include the agent (the doer) with "by" if necessary, but omit it when the
doer is unknown, irrelevant, or implied.

Example:
Active: She writes a letter.
Passive: A letter is written by her.

---

Tips for Using Passive Voice

- Use passive voice to emphasize the receiver of the action or when the doer
is unknown or unimportant.
- Avoid excessive passive constructions, especially in storytelling or casual
communication, to keep sentences lively and clear.
- Use active voice for clarity and directness; reserve passive voice for
specific stylistic or contextual purposes.

---



Summary of Features, Pros, and Cons

| Feature | Active Voice | Passive Voice |
|---------|----------------|---------------|
| Emphasis | Doer of the action | Receiver of the action |
| Sentence length | Generally shorter | Tends to be longer |
| Formality | Informal to formal | Often more formal or neutral |
| Clarity | Clear and direct | Can be less direct |
| Use cases | Narrative, instructions | Reports, scientific writing,
diplomatic language |

Pros of Passive Voice:
- Focus on the action or recipient
- Creates a formal tone
- Useful when the doer is unknown or unimportant

Cons of Passive Voice:
- Can be wordy or awkward
- May obscure responsibility or agency
- Can reduce immediacy and engagement

---

Conclusion

Mastering the change to passive voice is a valuable skill for anyone looking
to enhance their writing style and clarity. The examples "We Would Receive
Him With Open Arms" and "The International Community Is" demonstrate how
shifting focus from the subject to the object can alter the tone and emphasis
of a sentence. While active voice generally provides clarity and dynamism,
passive voice offers a nuanced way to highlight different parts of a message,
convey formality, or obscure the doer when appropriate.

Effective use of passive constructions requires understanding the context,
purpose, and audience. By carefully applying the principles outlined above,
writers can choose the most suitable voice to craft compelling, precise, and
stylistically appropriate sentences. Whether for diplomatic communication,
academic writing, or storytelling, the strategic use of passive voice
enhances the richness and flexibility of language, making it an indispensable
tool in the writer’s arsenal.
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