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Understanding how to select the correct relative pronoun is essential for clear and precise
writing. In the sentence "The orangutan_____ waved to me at the zoo has two babies,"
choosing the appropriate relative pronoun can make the sentence grammatically correct
and easier to comprehend. This article will guide you through the different types of relative
pronouns, their uses, and how to determine the correct choice in various contexts.

---

What are Relative Pronouns?

Relative pronouns are words used to connect a clause or phrase to a noun or pronoun. They
introduce relative clauses, which provide additional information about a noun in a sentence.
Examples of common relative pronouns include:

- Who
- Whom
- Whose
- Which
- That

These words help create complex sentences and add detail, making your writing more
descriptive and informative.

---

Types of Relative Pronouns and Their Usage

Understanding the specific use cases for each relative pronoun is crucial.

1. Who
- Used for people or animals when the subject is a person or sentient being.
- Example: The teacher who taught us math is very kind.



2. Whom
- Used for people when they are the object of the clause.
- Example: The person whom I met yesterday is my neighbor.

3. Whose
- Shows possession and can refer to both people and animals.
- Example: The girl whose bike was stolen is upset.

4. Which
- Used for animals and objects, providing additional non-essential information.
- Example: The book, which I borrowed from the library, is fascinating.

5. That
- Used for people, animals, or objects, often in restrictive clauses.
- Example: The car that I saw yesterday is red.

---

Choosing the Correct Relative Pronoun for the
Sentence

Let's analyze the sentence:
"The orangutan_____ waved to me at the zoo has two babies."

The key is to determine which relative pronoun correctly connects the clause to "The
orangutan" and maintains grammatical correctness.

---

Options for the Relative Pronoun

- Who
- Whom
- Whose
- Which
- That

Analyzing Each Option:

1. The orangutan who waved to me at the zoo has two babies.



- Correctness: Yes.
- Explanation: "Who" is used here because "orangutan" is a subject performing the action
"waved."
- Suitable for: When the relative clause describes the subject performing an action.

2. The orangutan whom waved to me at the zoo has two babies.
- Correctness: No.
- Explanation: "Whom" is used for objects, but here "orangutan" is the subject doing the
waving, so "whom" is incorrect.

3. The orangutan whose waved to me at the zoo has two babies.
- Correctness: No.
- Explanation: "Whose" indicates possession, but in this context, it doesn't fit because
there's no possession being expressed.

4. The orangutan which waved to me at the zoo has two babies.
- Correctness: Yes, but less preferred.
- Explanation: "Which" is acceptable for animals and objects, especially in non-restrictive
clauses, but "who" is more natural for animate beings like orangutans.

5. The orangutan that waved to me at the zoo has two babies.
- Correctness: Yes.
- Explanation: "That" is often used for animals in restrictive clauses. It is acceptable and
common.

---

Best Choice for the Sentence

Considering the nuances, the most appropriate options are:

- "who" — when emphasizing the orangutan as a sentient being performing the action.
- "that" — when considering the orangutan as an animal, especially in restrictive clauses.

In formal and precise writing, "who" tends to be preferred for animate beings like
orangutans. Therefore:

Correct sentence:
"The orangutan who waved to me at the zoo has two babies."

---

Additional Tips for Choosing the Right Relative
Pronoun

- Identify the noun being described: Is it a person, animal, or object?



- Determine the function of the clause: Is it descriptive or restrictive?
- Check if the clause provides essential information: Use "that" or "who" accordingly.
- Consider the tone and formality: "Who" is more formal and precise for people and some
animals.

---

Common Mistakes to Avoid

- Using "whom" when "who" is appropriate.
- Choosing "which" for people when "who" should be used.
- Forgetting to include the relative pronoun altogether, which can lead to sentence
fragments.
- Confusing restrictive and non-restrictive clauses; remember that commas often
distinguish non-restrictive clauses.

---

Summary and Practice

Selecting the correct relative pronoun enhances the clarity and professionalism of your
writing. Remember:

- Use "who" for people and animals performing the action.
- Use "that" for animals and objects, especially in restrictive clauses.
- Use "which" for non-essential information about objects or animals.
- Use "whose" to indicate possession.

Practice Exercise:
Choose the correct relative pronoun for the following sentence:
"The zebra_____ stripes are unique is my favorite animal."
Options: who, whom, whose, which, that.

Answer: "whose" — "The zebra whose stripes are unique is my favorite animal."

---

Conclusion

Choosing the correct relative pronoun depends on understanding the function of the clause
and the nature of the noun it describes. In our example, "The orangutan who waved to me
at the zoo has two babies" is the most natural and grammatically correct choice. Mastering
the use of relative pronouns not only improves your grammar skills but also makes your
writing more engaging and accurate. Keep practicing, and you'll become confident in



selecting the right pronoun every time!

Frequently Asked Questions

Which relative pronoun correctly completes the
sentence: 'The orangutan _____ waved to me at the zoo
has two babies.'?
that

Why is 'that' the correct relative pronoun in the
sentence about the orangutan?
Because 'that' introduces a defining relative clause specifying which orangutan is being
referred to.

Can I use 'which' instead of 'that' in the sentence? Why
or why not?
No, because 'which' is typically used for non-defining clauses, and the sentence requires a
defining clause to specify the orangutan.

What is a relative pronoun and how does it function in a
sentence?
A relative pronoun introduces a relative clause and connects it to the main clause,
providing more information about a noun.

Are 'who' or 'whose' appropriate in the sentence about
the orangutan? Why or why not?
No, because 'who' and 'whose' are used for people, and the orangutan is an animal, so
'that' or 'which' are appropriate.
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In the realm of the English language, understanding and correctly using relative pronouns is
fundamental to crafting clear, concise, and grammatically sound sentences. The sentence,
“The orangutan_____ waved to me at the zoo has two babies,” exemplifies a common
scenario where selecting the appropriate relative pronoun—who, whom, whose, which, or



that—is crucial for conveying precise meaning. This article aims to dissect the nuances of
relative pronouns, provide comprehensive guidance on their proper usage, and ultimately
assist writers, students, and language enthusiasts in mastering this essential aspect of
English grammar.

---

Understanding Relative Pronouns: An Overview

What Are Relative Pronouns?

Relative pronouns are words that introduce relative clauses, which provide additional
information about a noun mentioned earlier in the sentence. They connect the main clause
with a subordinate clause, enriching the sentence with details that clarify or specify the
subject or object.

Common Relative Pronouns:

- Who: Refers to people (subject position)
- Whom: Refers to people (object position)
- Whose: Indicates possession
- Which: Refers to animals, things, or ideas
- That: Can refer to people, animals, or things; often used in defining clauses

Why Is Correct Usage Important?

Choosing the correct relative pronoun ensures that the sentence is grammatically correct
and that the meaning is unambiguous. Misuse can lead to confusion or awkward phrasing,
undermining the clarity of communication.

---

Analyzing the Sentence: The Orangutan_____ Waved To Me At The Zoo Has Two Babies

The core of this discussion revolves around filling in the blank with the appropriate relative
pronoun. To do so, we need to analyze the sentence’s structure and the role of the relative
clause.

Key components:

- Subject: The orangutan
- Action: Waved to me
- Additional information: Has two babies

The clause "The orangutan_____ waved to me at the zoo" functions as a relative clause
providing more detail about the orangutan.

---

Determining the Correct Relative Pronoun



Step 1: Identify the noun being described

The noun in focus is "orangutan". It is a singular noun referring to a specific animal.

Step 2: Decide if the clause is restrictive or non-restrictive

- Restrictive clause: Essential to the meaning; no commas. Example: "The orangutan that
waved to me..."
- Non-restrictive clause: Adds extra information; set off by commas. Example: "The
orangutan, which waved to me, has two babies."

In our sentence, the clause is essential to specify exactly which orangutan, so a restrictive
clause is appropriate, favoring "that" or "who".

Step 3: Determine whether the pronoun is subject or object

- The clause describes "The orangutan" performing the action "waved".
- Since "orangutan" is the subject of the relative clause, the pronoun should be in the
subject position.

Step 4: Choose the appropriate relative pronoun

Given the above, the most suitable choices are "who" or "that".

- "Who" is used for people, but can sometimes be used for animals in informal contexts.
- "That" is commonly used for animals and things in restrictive clauses.

Additional considerations:

- When describing animals, "that" is generally preferred in restrictive clauses.
- "Who" is more formal and used when referring to people.

Conclusion:

Given the context and standard grammatical conventions, "that" is the most appropriate
choice for the blank in this sentence.

---

The Correct Sentence and Explanation

Final sentence:

The orangutan that waved to me at the zoo has two babies.

Explanation:

- "That" introduces a restrictive clause specifying which orangutan.
- The clause "that waved to me at the zoo" provides essential information, identifying the
specific orangutan in question.
- Using "that" aligns with grammatical norms for describing animals in restrictive relative



clauses.

---

Broader Implications and Usage Guidelines

1. When to Use "Who" vs. "That"

| Context | Recommended Pronoun | Explanation |
|-----------|-------------------------|--------------|
| Referring to people in a restrictive clause | Who | More formal; emphasizes personhood |
| Referring to animals or things in a restrictive clause | That | Commonly used; less formal |
| Non-restrictive clause (additional info) about people | Who | Usually set off by commas |
| Non-restrictive clause about animals or things | Which | Always set off by commas |

2. Using "Whose" for Possession

- When the clause indicates possession, "whose" is appropriate.

Example: The orangutan whose babies were playing entertained visitors.

3. "Whom" in Formal Writing

- "Whom" is used as the object of a verb or preposition.

Example: The zookeeper whom I met was very knowledgeable.

4. Avoiding Ambiguity

Select the relative pronoun based on the clause's function:

- Subject of the clause: Use "who" or "that".
- Object of the clause: Use "whom" or "that".

5. Informal vs. Formal Usage

In everyday speech, "that" is often preferred for animals and things, whereas "who" is
reserved for people, especially in formal writing.

---

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

1. Using "who" for animals in restrictive clauses

- Incorrect: The orangutan who waved to me...
- Correct: The orangutan that waved to me...

2. Omitting the relative pronoun

- Incorrect: The orangutan waved to me at the zoo has two babies.



- Correct: The orangutan that waved to me at the zoo has two babies.

3. Using "which" without commas in restrictive clauses

- Incorrect: The orangutan, which waved to me, has two babies. (implying non-restrictive)
- Correct: The orangutan that waved to me at the zoo has two babies.

---

Practical Applications and Teaching Tips

For Educators:

- Use visual aids illustrating sentences with different relative pronouns.
- Incorporate exercises where students choose the correct relative pronoun.
- Emphasize the importance of clause type (restrictive vs. non-restrictive) in choosing the
pronoun.

For Students:

- Practice identifying the noun being described.
- Determine whether the clause is essential or additional information.
- Remember that for animals in restrictive clauses, "that" is preferred.

Sample Exercise:

Fill in the blank with the correct relative pronoun:

1. The lion, _____ was resting, suddenly roared loudly. (non-restrictive)
2. The tiger _____ escaped from its enclosure was found in the zoo yard. (restrictive)
3. The zookeeper _____ I met was very helpful. (restrictive)

---

Conclusion

Choosing the correct relative pronoun is more than a grammatical formality; it is a
cornerstone of clear and effective communication in English. The sentence, “The
orangutan_____ waved to me at the zoo has two babies,” illustrates the importance of
understanding context, clause type, and the function of the pronoun within a sentence.

In this case, "that" emerges as the most appropriate choice, aligning with standard rules for
describing animals in restrictive clauses. Mastery of relative pronouns enhances both
written and spoken language, fostering precision and sophistication in expression. Whether
you're a student striving for grammatical accuracy, a writer aiming for clarity, or a language
enthusiast exploring the intricacies of English, a solid grasp of relative pronouns is
indispensable. Remember, the key is to analyze each sentence carefully, understand the
clause's role, and select the pronoun that best conveys the intended meaning.

---
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