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Understanding how to correctly complete and structure sentences is a fundamental aspect of
mastering English grammar and style. The phrase "After The Game, The Cheerleaders" presents a
common challenge: deciding how to properly connect this introductory phrase with the main clause.
The key lies in choosing the appropriate punctuation, conjunctions, or restructuring to ensure clarity,
grammatical correctness, and logical flow. In this article, we will explore the various ways to correctly
complete the sentence, analyze common mistakes, and provide guidelines for proper sentence
construction.

Analyzing the Sentence Fragment

Understanding the Given Phrase

The phrase "After The Game, The Cheerleaders" functions as a fragment because it lacks a verb or a
complete thought. It sets a temporal context ("After the game") and introduces a subject ("The
cheerleaders"), but does not specify what the cheerleaders did or will do after the game. To form a
complete sentence, this fragment needs to be properly connected to a main clause.

Identifying the Purpose of the Sentence

Before choosing the correct way to write the sentence, consider the intended meaning:

e Are we describing what the cheerleaders did after the game?
e Are we simply setting a scene or providing background information?

¢ |s the sentence meant to contrast or emphasize the cheerleaders' actions?

Clarifying the purpose helps determine the most appropriate grammatical structure and punctuation.



Common Methods to Complete the Sentence

Using a Comma and a Main Clause

The simplest and most common approach is to add a main clause after the introductory phrase,
separated by a comma:

After the game, the cheerleaders cheered enthusiastically.

Explanation: The comma after "After the game" indicates a pause and connects the temporal phrase
with the main action, resulting in a complete, grammatically correct sentence.

Using a Semicolon

If the two parts are independent and closely related, a semicolon can be used:
After the game; the cheerleaders celebrated on the field.

Note: Typically, the semicolon is used when the second clause is a complete, standalone sentence
that closely relates to the first. However, since "After the game" is a phrase, this construction is less
common unless the second part is a complete sentence.

Using a Conjunction

Adding a coordinating or subordinating conjunction can improve sentence flow:

* with a subordinating conjunction: After the game, the cheerleaders began to cheer louder.

e with a coordinating conjunction: After the game, and the cheerleaders performed their
routine.

Note: When using a subordinating conjunction like "after," the phrase can start a dependent clause
that needs a main clause to complete the sentence.

Rephrasing to Form a Complete Sentence

Sometimes, restructuring the sentence entirely provides clarity:

1. Original fragment: After the game, The cheerleaders

2. Rephrased as a complete sentence: After the game, the cheerleaders cheered loudly.

Tip: Always ensure the sentence has both a subject and a predicate to be considered complete.



Examples of Correctly Completed Sentences

Using a Comma and a Main Verb

e After the game, the cheerleaders celebrated with the crowd.

o After the game, the cheerleaders went home tired but happy.

Using a Semicolon

o After the game; the cheerleaders gathered for photos.

o After the game; the cheerleaders were exhausted.

Using a Subordinate Clause

o After the game, the cheerleaders started cleaning up the stadium.

o After the game, the cheerleaders realized they had forgotten their hats.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Fragmentary Sentences

Leaving the sentence as a fragment, such as "After the game, the cheerleaders," without completing
it with a predicate, leads to grammatical errors and incomplete thoughts.

Incorrect Punctuation

* Using a comma without a main clause: After the game, the cheerleaders.

e Using a period immediately after the phrase: After the game. The cheerleaders went
home.



Misusing Semicolons

Remember that semicolons are used to connect two independent clauses. Since "After the game" is a
phrase, a semicolon is inappropriate unless the second part is a complete sentence.

Guidelines for Correct Sentence Construction

Identify the function of the phrase: Is it an introductory phrase, a dependent clause, or part
of a compound sentence?

Use appropriate punctuation: Comma for introductory phrases, semicolon for closely related
independent clauses, or restructuring for clarity.

Ensure completeness: Always include a subject and verb to form a complete sentence.

Maintain clarity and coherence: The sentence should logically convey the intended
meaning.

Conclusion

Choosing the correct way to write the underlined part of the sentence "After the game, The
cheerleaders" hinges on understanding sentence structure, punctuation, and grammatical
completeness. The most common and effective method is to add a main clause after the introductory
phrase, separated by a comma, resulting in a complete sentence that clearly communicates the
intended message. Alternatives like restructuring or using appropriate punctuation such as
semicolons should be employed judiciously, based on the context and the relationship between
clauses. By mastering these techniques, writers can ensure their sentences are grammatically
correct, clear, and impactful.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the correct way to write the underlined part in the
sentence: 'After the game, the cheerleaders' routine was
impressive'?

After the game, the cheerleaders' routine was impressive.



Should the possessive form be used in the sentence: 'After
the game, the cheerleaders' performance' or 'After the game,
the cheerleaders's performance'?

After the game, the cheerleaders' performance.

How do you correctly punctuate the sentence: 'After the
game, the cheerleaders' cheers echoed through the stadium'?

After the game, the cheerleaders' cheers echoed through the stadium.

Which is the correct way to write: 'After the game, the
cheerleaders' uniforms were spotless' or 'After the game, the
cheerleaderss' uniforms were spotless'?

After the game, the cheerleaders' uniforms were spotless.

In the sentence: 'After the game, the cheerleaders’
celebration was loud and energetic’, should the underlined
part be written as 'cheerleaders'’ or 'cheerleaders's'?

It should be written as 'cheerleaders".

Additional Resources
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When it comes to mastering the nuances of English grammar and sentence construction, choosing the
correct form of a phrase or clause is essential for clarity, correctness, and stylistic consistency. The
phrase "After The Game, The Cheerleaders" exemplifies a common challenge faced by writers:
determining how to properly complete or expand a sentence where the underlined segment needs to
be correctly integrated into a larger context. This article explores the various options, rules, and
considerations involved in selecting the correct way to write the underlined part of the sentence,
especially focusing on the phrase "After The Game, The Cheerleaders." Through detailed
explanations, examples, and tips, readers will learn how to improve their sentence construction skills
and ensure their writing is both grammatically correct and stylistically effective.

Understanding the Context and Function of the Phrase

Before delving into the correct ways to write the underlined part, it is important to understand the



context and grammatical function of the phrase "After The Game, The Cheerleaders." Typically, this
phrase acts as an introductory or transitional element, indicating a sequence of events or a time-
related relationship.

Key points:

- The phrase introduces an action or a situation that occurs following the game.

- It can serve as a dependent clause, a phrase needing completion, or part of a larger sentence.

- Proper punctuation and structure are crucial to ensure clarity.

Example of a simple sentence:

- After the game, the cheerleaders performed a routine.

In this case, the phrase "After the game" introduces the timing, and the main clause is "the
cheerleaders performed a routine."

Possible Ways to Complete or Rewrite the Phrase

Depending on the intended meaning, style, and grammatical correctness, there are several ways to
write or expand upon the phrase "After The Game, The Cheerleaders." Here, we explore the most
common and correct options.

1. Incorporating the Phrase as an Introductory Dependent Clause

Structure:

- After the game, the cheerleaders...

Usage:

This is the most straightforward and grammatically correct way to start a sentence when referring to
an event following the game.

Example:

- After the game, the cheerleaders cheered enthusiastically.
Pros:

- Clear and concise.

- Maintains proper sentence structure.

- Easy to add additional actions or descriptions.

Cons:

- Slightly repetitive if overused.



- Requires a main clause to complete the sentence.

2. Making it a Complete Sentence with a Main Clause

Approach:

Complete the sentence by adding a verb and object or description.
Examples:

- After the game, the cheerleaders celebrated in the locker room.
- After the game, the cheerleaders gathered around to take pictures.

Features:

- Provides context and action.
- Ensures grammatical completeness.

Pros:

- Clear sequencing of events.
- Enhances narrative flow.

Cons:

- Can become lengthy if overly detailed.
- Requires careful punctuation.

3. Using the Phrase as a Prepositional Phrase Within a Sentence

Structure:

- The cheerleaders, after the game, went to the cafeteria.

Usage:

This method embeds the phrase within a larger sentence, often set off by commas.
Features:

- Adds variety to sentence structure.
- Maintains clarity.

Pros:

- Flexibility in sentence construction.
- Emphasizes the timing.



Cons:

- Risk of sentence fragmentation if not punctuated properly.
- Slightly more complex syntax.

4. Transforming into a Participial Phrase

Example:

- The cheerleaders, having finished their routines after the game, went home.
Features:

- Uses a participial phrase to add detail.
- Adds stylistic sophistication.

Pros:

- Concise and elegant.
- Adds descriptive depth.

Cons:

- May be complex for beginner writers.
- Needs careful punctuation.

5. Rephrasing with Different Conjunctions or Connectors
Examples:

- Once the game was over, the cheerleaders left the field.
- Following the game, the cheerleaders gathered for a team photo.

Features:

- Variability in expression.
- Can enhance flow and style.

Pros:

- Avoids repetition.
- Provides variety.

Cons:

- Slightly more formal or complex.
- May change emphasis.



Common Errors and How to Avoid Them

When writing sentences involving phrases like "After the game, The Cheerleaders," several common
mistakes can occur. Recognizing and correcting these is key to effective writing.

1. Fragmented Sentences

Error:

- After the game, the cheerleaders. (without a verb or further information)
Correction:

- After the game, the cheerleaders performed well.

2. Incorrect Punctuation

Error:

- After the game the cheerleaders celebrated.

Correction:

- After the game, the cheerleaders celebrated. (comma after introductory phrase)
3. Capitalization Errors

Error:

- After the game, The cheerleaders cheered.

Correction:

- After the game, the cheerleaders cheered. (lowercase 'the' unless part of a proper noun)
4. Misplaced Modifiers

Error:

- The cheerleaders, after the game, cheered loudly. (correct, but sometimes misplaced modifiers
cause confusion)

Tip:

- Place modifiers close to the words they describe for clarity.



Guidelines for Choosing the Correct Form

To determine the best way to write the underlined part in a sentence involving "After The Game, The
Cheerleaders," consider the following guidelines:

- Identify the purpose: Is it to show sequence, time, or causality?
- Check sentence completeness: Ensure the sentence has a subject and a predicate.
- Maintain clarity: Use punctuation and structure that make the sentence easy to understand.

- Be consistent stylistically: Match your sentence style with the overall tone of your writing.
- Vary sentence structures: To avoid monotony, use different constructions where appropriate.

Practical Examples and Exercises

Let's apply what we've learned through examples.

Exercise 1. Complete the sentence.

- After the game, the cheerleaders...

Possible answers:

- After the game, the cheerleaders went home.

- After the game, the cheerleaders celebrated their victory.

- After the game, the cheerleaders gathered in the parking lot.
Exercise 2: Rewrite the sentence using a participial phrase.

- The cheerleaders, after the game, cheered loudly.

Solution:

- Cheering loudly after the game, the cheerleaders celebrated enthusiastically.

Summary and Final Tips

Choosing the correct way to write the underlined part of a sentence, such as "After The Game, The
Cheerleaders," hinges on understanding grammatical structure, sentence purpose, and stylistic
considerations. The key points include:

- Use introductory phrases like "After the game" followed by a comma to introduce a main clause.
- Complete sentences with clear subjects and predicates.



- Vary sentence constructions to improve readability.
- Pay attention to punctuation, capitalization, and modifier placement.
- When in doubt, ask whether the sentence is complete and clear.

By applying these principles, writers can enhance their grammatical accuracy and stylistic finesse,
ensuring their sentences are both correct and engaging.

In conclusion, mastering how to correctly incorporate phrases like "After the game, the cheerleaders"
into sentences is a fundamental skill in effective writing. Whether as a simple introductory clause,
part of a complex sentence, or embedded within a larger structure, understanding the rules and
options allows writers to communicate their ideas clearly and confidently. Practice, attention to detail,
and stylistic awareness are the keys to success in this aspect of language mastery.
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