Choose Two Words From Each Of The
Following Poems In The Lesson That You
Did Not Know Or Had To Look

Choose Two Words From Each Of The Following Poems In The Lesson That You Did
Not Know Or Had To Look is an engaging exercise that encourages students and
poetry enthusiasts to deepen their understanding of language, vocabulary, and
poetic expression. Exploring unfamiliar words within poems not only enhances
comprehension but also enriches one's appreciation for literary artistry. In
this article, we will analyze two words from each of several classic poems,
unpack their meanings, origins, and significance within the context of the
poems. This exploration aims to improve vocabulary, foster literary analysis
skills, and optimize your understanding of poetic language.

Understanding the Importance of Vocabulary in
Poetry

Poetry is a condensed form of literary expression that often employs rich,
nuanced language to evoke emotions, paint vivid imagery, and convey complex
ideas. The choice of words in poetry is deliberate, with poets selecting
terms that resonate on multiple levels. When readers encounter unfamiliar
words, they are presented with an opportunity to expand their lexicon and
interpret poetry on a deeper level.

Key points about vocabulary in poetry:

- Poets often use archaic or rare words to evoke a particular mood or
historical setting.

- Understanding specific words can unlock the poem’s themes and symbolism.
- Expanding vocabulary enhances overall reading comprehension and literary
appreciation.

Analyzing Words from Classic Poems

Below, we will examine two words from each selected poem, exploring their
meanings, origins, and how they contribute to the poem’s overall impact.

Poem 1: "The Raven" by Edgar Allan Poe

Selected Words:
1. Obeisance
2. Malignant

1. Obeisance



- Definition: A gesture of respect, such as a bow or curtsy; a gesture of
deference or homage.

- Origin: From Old French obeissance, stemming from Latin obedio, meaning "to
obey" or "to submit."

- Context in the poem: Poe uses "obeisance" to describe the narrator's
respectful or submissive attitude toward the mysterious raven, symbolizing
his acknowledgment of the bird's authority or the inescapable nature of
grief.

Why it matters: Recognizing this word helps readers understand the narrator’'s
complex emotional state—simultaneously respectful and perhaps submissive to

the sorrow that the raven symbolizes.

2. Malignant

Definition: Evil in nature or effect; malevolent.

Origin: From Latin malignantem, meaning "doing harm."

Context in the poem: The word describes the raven’s persistent, ominous
presence—implying that the bird embodies a malignant force, intensifying the
poem’s dark mood.

Why it matters: Understanding "malignant" enhances the reader's grasp of the
poem’s tone and the symbolic significance of the raven as a harbinger of
despair.

Poem 2: "Daffodils" by William Wordsworth

Selected Words:
1. Felicity
2. Allurement

=

Felicity

Definition: Intense happiness or bliss; a state of well-being.

Origin: From Latin felicitas, meaning "fruitfulness" or "happy."

- Context in the poem: Wordsworth describes the daffodils as filling him with
“felicity," emphasizing the joy and upliftment nature’s beauty can inspire.

Why it matters: Recognizing "felicity" allows readers to appreciate the depth
of happiness that the poet associates with natural scenery, elevating the
poem’s celebration of nature’s restorative power.

2. Allurement

- Definition: The quality of being powerfully and mysteriously attractive or
fascinating.

- Origin: From Old French aleurement, meaning "enticement" or "attraction."
- Context in the poem: The daffodils’ "allurement" captivates the poet,
drawing him into a state of admiration and wonder.



Why it matters: Understanding "allurement" reveals how natural beauty can
enchant and influence human emotions, central to the poem’s theme.

Poem 3: "Ozymandias" by Percy Bysshe Shelley

Selected Words:

1. Colossal
2. Decay
1. Colossal

Definition: Extremely large or great; enormous.

Origin: From Latin colossus, meaning "gigantic statue."

- Context in the poem: Shelley describes the ruined statue of Ozymandias as
"colossal," emphasizing the grandeur and arrogance of the ancient king’s
monument.

Why it matters: Recognizing "colossal" underscores the poem’s contrast
between human hubris and the inevitable decay of all empires.

2. Decay

- Definition: The process of decline, decomposition, or deterioration.

- Origin: From Latin decay (via 0ld French decaissier), meaning "to fall
away."

- Context in the poem: The "decay" of Ozymandias'’'s statue symbolizes the
transient nature of power and fame.

Why it matters: Understanding "decay" enriches the reader’s interpretation of
the poem’s message about the impermanence of human achievements.

Enhancing Vocabulary for Literary Appreciation

Learning and understanding new words from poetry can significantly improve
your literary analysis skills and deepen your engagement with texts. Here are
some practical tips:

- Use a dictionary or vocabulary app when encountering unfamiliar words.

- Research etymology to understand a word’s origins and how it evolved.

- Create vocabulary lists from your reading to reinforce learning.

- Practice using new words in your own writing to internalize their meanings.

Benefits of Expanding Your Vocabulary Through Poetry

- Better comprehension of complex texts
- Increased ability to analyze and interpret literary devices
- Enhanced expressive writing skills



- Deeper emotional connection to literary works

Conclusion

Choosing two words from each poem that you did not know or had to look up is
a valuable exercise in expanding your vocabulary and enriching your
understanding of literary texts. Words like "obeisance," "malignant,"
"felicity," "allurement," "colossal," and "decay" are more than just
vocabulary—they are tools that unlock the deeper meanings, themes, and
emotions embedded within poetry. By actively engaging with these words,
readers can develop a more nuanced appreciation for poetic language and its
power to evoke vivid imagery and profound insights. Remember, each new word
learned is a stepping stone toward becoming a more insightful and articulate
reader and writer, able to appreciate the beauty and complexity of poetry in
all its forms.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of selecting unfamiliar
words from a poem for better understanding?

Choosing unfamiliar words helps deepen comprehension, expand vocabulary, and
appreciate the poem's language and imagery more fully.

How can identifying two new words from a poem
enhance your literary analysis?

It allows you to grasp nuanced meanings, interpret themes more accurately,
and appreciate the author's diction and stylistic choices.

Why is it important to look up words in a poem
rather than guessing their meanings?

Looking up words ensures accurate understanding, prevents misinterpretation,
and enriches your appreciation of the poem's tone and message.

How can selecting two unfamiliar words from each
poem improve vocabulary retention?

Actively learning new words in context helps reinforce memory and makes it
easier to recall and use them in your own writing.



What strategies can you use to choose the most
impactful words from a poem to learn?

Focus on words with complex or poetic language, words that convey key themes,
or unfamiliar terms that add depth to your understanding.

How does understanding new words from poems
contribute to overall language development?

It broadens your lexicon, improves comprehension skills, and enhances your
ability to analyze and interpret various texts.

In what ways can discussing the two words you
selected from a poem improve classroom learning?

Discussion promotes critical thinking, helps clarify meanings, and encourages
shared insights, enriching everyone's understanding of the poem.

What are some effective methods for remembering new
words learned from poetry?

Using the words in sentences, associating them with images or synonyms, and
practicing their pronunciation can aid retention.

How can choosing and looking up words from poems
influence your appreciation of poetic devices and
style?

It reveals the poet's word choices and stylistic nuances, enhancing your
understanding of poetic devices like imagery, metaphor, and tone.

Additional Resources

Exploring Unfamiliar Words in Poetry: A Deep Dive into Vocabulary Discovery

Introduction

Language is a living, breathing entity that evolves over time, often
revealing layers of meaning through poetry and literature. For many readers,
especially students or casual enthusiasts, encountering unfamiliar words
within poems can be both a challenge and an opportunity for growth. This
article takes an in-depth look at the process of selecting two words from
each of the poems studied in a lesson that you were unfamiliar with or needed
to look up. By examining these words, we will explore not only their



definitions but also their significance within the poetic context, their
etymology, and their broader usage in language.

The Value of Vocabulary Enrichment in Poetry

Poetry often employs rich, nuanced language that can be dense with meaning,
symbolism, and historical context. When readers encounter words that are
unfamiliar, it can hinder their understanding and appreciation of the poem’s
full depth. Conversely, learning new words enhances comprehension, expands
vocabulary, and cultivates a greater appreciation for poetic artistry.

Why focus on two words from each poem?

- Focused Learning: Concentrating on select words allows for a detailed
understanding without overwhelming.

- Contextual Clarity: Analyzing words within their poetic context reveals how
language shapes meaning.

- Vocabulary Building: Each new word learned becomes a tool for future
reading and communication.

Methodology for Word Selection

When choosing words to analyze, consider the following criteria:

- Complexity or Rarity: Words that are uncommon or have complex meanings.

- Contextual Significance: Words that contribute significantly to the poem’s
themes or tone.

- Etymological Interest: Words with interesting origins or historical usage.

Using this approach, let’s examine two words from each poem encountered in
the lesson, dissecting their meanings, usage, and importance.

Poem 1: "The Road Not Taken" by Robert Frost

Word 1: "Undergrowth"

Definition and Context

- Undergrowth refers to the dense growth of shrubs and small trees beneath
taller trees in a forest.

- In Frost’s poem, "undergrowth" symbolizes the lesser-taken or less obvious

choices in life.

Etymology



- Originates from the combination of "under" (meaning beneath) and "growth"
(the act or process of growing).

- First used in the late 18th century, it describes the lower plant life
beneath the canopy.

Usage in Literature

- Commonly used in ecological or natural descriptions.
- Symbolically, it can represent obscurity or the lesser considered options.

Significance in the Poem
- The undergrowth emphasizes the idea of paths less traveled, hidden or less
obvious choices.

- It enriches the poem's theme of decision-making and the complexity of
life's journey.

Word 2: "Bough"

Definition and Context

- Bough refers to a large branch of a tree.

- In Frost’s poem, the bough can be seen as a metaphorical support or a
symbol of stability and growth.

Etymology

- Derived from 0ld English "boga" meaning a bow or bend, later referring to a
branch.

- Related to words like "bow" and "arch"; emphasizes the arching shape of
branches.

Usage in Literature

- Frequently used poetically to evoke nature’s beauty and symbolism.
- Often signifies strength, connection, or a point of decision.

Significance in the Poem
- The bough represents the structural support of choices made, or perhaps the
idea of support and leaning on one’s decisions.

- Its imagery adds a natural, grounding element to the metaphor of life’s
crossroads.

Poem 2: "If" by Rudyard Kipling

Word 1: "Falter"



Definition and Context

- Falter means to stumble or hesitate in action or purpose.

- In Kipling’s poem, falter symbolizes moments of doubt or weakness faced
during life's challenges.

Etymology

- From Old French "falter" meaning to stumble or stagger.

- Related to Latin "falx" meaning sickle, implying a bending or wavering
motion.

Usage in Literature

- Used to depict hesitation or loss of confidence.
- 0ften associated with resilience—overcoming falter signifies strength.

Significance in the Poem
- Kipling’s emphasis on falter underscores the importance of perseverance
amidst adversity.

- Recognizing falter enriches understanding of the poem’s message about
endurance and moral strength.

Word 2: "Triumph"

Definition and Context

- Triumph means a great victory or achievement.

- In the poem, it symbolizes success achieved through perseverance and
integrity.

Etymology

- From Latin "triumphus", meaning a victory parade in ancient Rome.
- The word has connotations of celebration and conquest.

Usage in Literature

- Commonly used to denote personal or collective victory.
- Frequently employed in motivational contexts.

Significance in the Poem
- The aspiration for triumph reflects the poem’s encouragement to uphold

virtues despite hardships.
- Understanding triumph helps grasp the motivational tone of the poem.



Poem 3: "Daffodils" by William Wordsworth

Word 1: "Vagrant"

Definition and Context

- Vagrant refers to a person who wanders from place to place, often without a
settled home.

- In Wordsworth’'s poem, vagrant describes the wandering daffodils,
emphasizing their natural, unrestrained movement.

Etymology

- From Latin "vagari", meaning to wander.

- The term has evolved to denote both wandering individuals and,
metaphorically, wandering thoughts or ideas.

Usage in Literature

- Used to evoke images of wandering or aimless movement.
- Often associated with freedom or lack of restraint.

Significance in the Poem
- The vagrant daffodils symbolize unrestrained joy and the spontaneous beauty
of nature.

- Recognizing this word enhances appreciation for the poem’s celebration of
natural freedom.

Word 2: "Glee"

Definition and Context

- Glee signifies joy or pleasure.

- In the poem, it describes the speaker’s emotional response to the sight of
the daffodils.

Etymology

- From Old French "glee", meaning joy or merriment.
- Its roots are uncertain but have long been associated with happiness.

Usage in Literature

- Commonly used to express exuberant happiness.
- Frequently appears in poetry to convey emotional uplift.

Significance in the Poem



- Glee encapsulates the uplifting effect of nature’s beauty on the human
spirit.
- Its use underscores the poem’s tone of joyful reverie.

Poem 4: "Sonnet 18" by William Shakespeare

Word 1: "Beneath"

Definition and Context

- Beneath means under or below.

- In Shakespeare’s sonnet, it is used to describe the subject’s beauty as
surpassing even the transient nature of seasons.

Etymology

- From O0ld English "beneath", a combination of "be" (by) and "neath" (below).
- The word has been part of English since the Middle Ages.

Usage in Literature

- Commonly used to set spatial or metaphorical layers.
- Can imply humility or depth.

Significance in the Sonnet
- Beneath emphasizes the idea that the subject’s beauty is more enduring than
earthly elements.

- Understanding this enhances the sonnet’s theme of immortalizing beauty
through poetry.

Word 2: "Ere"
Definition and Context

- Ere is an archaic or poetic word meaning before.
- Used in the sonnet to refer to time before a certain moment.

Etymology

- From O0ld English "&r", meaning before.
- Remains in poetic and archaic contexts.

Usage in Literature

- Adds a formal or poetic tone.
- Often used in religious or classical poetry.



Significance in the Sonnet

- The word ere lends a timeless, classical feel to the sonnet.
- Recognizing its meaning clarifies the poem’s message about the fleeting
nature of time and the permanence of poetic immortality.

Concluding Remarks: The Power of Words in Poetry

The process of selecting, analyzing, and understanding unfamiliar words in
poetry reveals the profound interconnectedness of language, meaning, and
emotion. Each word carries a history, a nuanced shade of meaning, and a role
within the poetic structure that, once uncovered, deepens our appreciation
for the craft.

Key takeaways from this exploration:

- Learning new words enhances comprehension and enjoyment.

- Words often carry historical and symbolic significance that enriches
interpretation.

- Building vocabulary through poetry fosters critical thinking and literary
appreciation.

In conclusion, approaching poetry with curiosity about its language not only
unlocks the layers of meaning but also cultivates a lifelong love for words.
Whether you're a student, teacher, or poetry enthusiast, embracing the
challenge of unfamiliar words transforms reading from a passive activity into
an active, rewarding discovery journey.

Final Tips for Readers

- Keep a vocabulary journal while reading poetry.
- Look up words that seem out of place or particularly evocative.
- Reflect on how each word influences your understanding of
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