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Decide Whether The Sentences Are Written In Active Or Passive1. They Often
Listen To Music.2. She Is is a common question faced by students and language learners
aiming to improve their understanding of sentence structures. Recognizing whether a
sentence is written in active or passive voice is fundamental to mastering English grammar,
enhancing clarity, and ensuring precise communication. In this article, we will explore the
differences between active and passive sentences, examine how to identify each, and
provide practical tips to help you decide whether your sentences are active or passive.
Whether you're a student, teacher, or language enthusiast, understanding these concepts
will elevate your command of English.

Understanding Active and Passive Voice

What Is Active Voice?
Active voice is a sentence structure where the subject performs the action expressed by
the verb. It is direct, clear, and engaging, making sentences more lively and easier to
understand. For example:

She writes a letter.

The dog chased the cat.

They often listen to music.

In each of these sentences, the subject (She, The dog, They) actively performs the action
(writes, chased, listen).

What Is Passive Voice?
Passive voice, on the other hand, is a sentence structure where the subject receives the
action rather than performs it. The focus shifts from the doer to the action or the recipient
of the action. Passive sentences often include a form of the verb "to be" followed by the
past participle of the main verb. Examples include:

A letter is written by her.

The cat was chased by the dog.

Music is often listened to by them.



Notice how the focus has shifted from "she," "the dog," and "they" to "a letter," "the cat,"
and "music."

How To Identify Whether a Sentence Is Active or
Passive

Key Indicators of Active Sentences
Active sentences are characterized by:

The subject performing the action directly.

Verb forms in the simple present, past, or future tense that directly follow the subject.

Absence of the "to be" verb + past participle structure (though it can appear in some
cases).

Examples:

She often listens to music.

The children played happily in the park.

Key Indicators of Passive Sentences
Passive sentences typically include:

The object of an active sentence becoming the subject of the passive sentence.

The use of a form of "to be" (am, is, are, was, were, be, been, being) + the past
participle of the main verb.

The inclusion of "by" + the doer of the action (optional in some cases).

Examples:

A song is often listened to by them.

The cake was baked by her.



Practical Tips for Differentiation
- Identify the subject: Ask who or what is performing the action. If the subject is doing it, it's
active. If not, it might be passive.
- Check the verb structure: Look for forms of "to be" + past participle.
- Look for "by": Presence of "by" often indicates passive voice.
- Rearrange the sentence: Try switching the subject and object. If it makes sense, the
sentence might be active.

Analyzing the Sentences: Examples and
Explanations

Sentence 1: They Often Listen To Music
- Analysis:
- Subject: They
- Verb: Listen
- Object: To Music
- Type: Active voice
- Explanation:
In this sentence, "They" perform the action of listening directly. The structure is
straightforward: subject + verb + object. There is no form of "to be" + past participle, nor is
the object the focus of the sentence. Therefore, this is an active sentence.

Sentence 2: She Is
- Analysis:
- Subject: She
- Verb: Is
- Object: None
- Type: Incomplete sentence, but likely passive or active depending on context.
- Possible interpretations:
- As it stands, "She is" is a fragment. It may be part of a larger sentence like "She is listened
to" (passive) or "She is happy" (active).
- If it is "She is listened to," then it is passive.
- If it is "She is running," then it is active.
- Conclusion:
Since the sentence is incomplete, context is necessary. However, if the full sentence is "She
is listened to," it is passive. If it is "She is," followed by an adjective, it is active.

Common Challenges in Differentiating Active and
Passive Voice



1. Sentences with Ambiguous Structure
Sometimes sentences can be tricky, especially when they are short or incomplete. For
example, "She is" or "They listen" may require context to determine the voice.

2. Use of "By" Clauses
Passive sentences often include a "by" phrase. If you see "by" + someone or something,
the sentence is likely passive.

3. Verb Forms and Tenses
Understanding verb forms is essential. The presence of "to be" + past participle indicates
passive voice, while simple verb forms without "to be" often suggest active voice.

Practical Tips to Decide Whether Sentences Are
Active or Passive

Identify the subject and check if it performs the action.

Look for the presence of "to be" + past participle, which signals passive voice.

Check for "by" + the doer of the action; its presence usually indicates passive voice.

Rearrange the sentence to see if the meaning remains logical when switching subject
and object.

Consider the emphasis: active voice emphasizes the doer; passive emphasizes the
action or recipient.

Why It Is Important To Recognize Active and
Passive Voice

1. Clarity and Engagement
Active voice makes sentences clearer and more engaging, which is especially important in
storytelling, journalism, and persuasive writing.



2. Conciseness
Active sentences are often more concise, avoiding unnecessary words like "by" and "is."

3. Formal and Academic Writing
While passive voice is common in formal or scientific writing, knowing when and how to use
each can improve the quality of your writing.

Conclusion
Deciding whether sentences are written in active or passive voice is a vital skill for effective
communication. By understanding the structural differences, identifying key indicators, and
practicing analysis, you can confidently distinguish between the two. Remember that active
sentences tend to be more direct and lively, while passive sentences can be useful when
the doer is unknown or less important. Whether analyzing the sentence "They often listen
to music" or understanding the fragment "She is," developing an eye for these details will
enhance your grammatical accuracy and writing style. Practice regularly, pay attention to
verb forms and sentence structure, and you'll master the art of differentiating active and
passive voice with ease.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is the sentence 'They often listen to music' written in
active or passive voice?
It is written in active voice.

What is the voice of the sentence 'They often listen to
music'?
Active voice.

Is the sentence 'She is' complete and in active or
passive voice?
The sentence 'She is' is incomplete; it doesn't specify active or passive voice.

How can you identify if a sentence is in active voice?
If the subject performs the action expressed by the verb, the sentence is in active voice.



How can you identify if a sentence is in passive voice?
If the subject receives the action expressed by the verb, the sentence is in passive voice.

What is missing in the sentence 'She is' to determine its
voice?
The sentence is incomplete; it needs a verb or additional information to determine its voice.

Why is it important to recognize active and passive
sentences?
Understanding the voice helps in constructing clear sentences and improving
communication effectiveness.

Additional Resources
Decide Whether The Sentences Are Written In Active Or Passive Voice

Understanding the difference between active and passive voice is fundamental in mastering
English grammar. It impacts clarity, tone, and emphasis within a sentence. In this detailed
review, we will explore the characteristics of active and passive sentences, analyze the
provided examples, and offer guidance on how to identify and use each voice appropriately.

---

Introduction to Active and Passive Voice

Before delving into the specific sentences, it's crucial to grasp the core concepts of active
and passive voice.

What Is Active Voice?
An active voice sentence emphasizes the subject performing the action. The structure
typically follows a Subject-Verb-Object (SVO) format.

Example:
The dog (subject) chased (verb) the cat (object).

Characteristics of Active Voice:
- Clear and direct.
- Usually more concise.
- Emphasizes the doer of the action.
- Often preferred in everyday communication and storytelling.



What Is Passive Voice?
A passive voice sentence emphasizes the action or the object receiving the action rather
than who performs it. The typical structure is: Object + form of "to be" + past participle +
(optional) "by" + doer.

Example:
The cat (object) was chased (verb) by the dog (agent).

Characteristics of Passive Voice:
- Can be more formal or impersonal.
- Often used when the doer is unknown, unimportant, or implied.
- Tends to be longer and sometimes less direct.
- Useful in scientific writing or situations where the focus is on the action or result.

---

Analyzing The Given Sentences

Let's analyze the two sentences:

1. They often listen to music.
2. She is.

---

Sentence 1: "They often listen to music."

Step 1: Identify the components

- Subject: They
- Verb: listen
- Object: to music

Step 2: Determine the voice

The subject "They" is performing the action "listen" on the object "music." The sentence
clearly states who is doing the action and what the action is directed towards.

Conclusion:
This sentence is written in active voice because the subject (They) is actively performing
the action (listen).

Additional notes:
- The adverb "often" modifies the verb, indicating frequency.
- The sentence is straightforward, concise, and emphasizes the doers of the action.



---

Sentence 2: "She is."

Step 1: Identify the components

- Subject: She
- Verb: is

Step 2: Analyze the structure

This sentence appears incomplete. "She is" is a linking verb phrase, typically requiring an
adjective or noun complement to complete the thought.

Possible interpretations:
- It might be an abbreviated or fragmentary sentence.
- It could be part of a larger sentence, e.g., "She is happy" or "She is a teacher."

Step 3: Determine the voice

Since the verb "is" (a form of "to be") is linking the subject to a complement, it's not active
or passive in the traditional sense. It's a copula, linking the subject to a predicate.

Conclusion:
This sentence alone cannot be classified strictly as active or passive because it is
incomplete. It is a copular construction in the active voice (the subject "She" is the doer of
the state of being), but without further information, it remains a fragment.

Note:
For the purpose of the exercise, if we interpret "She is" as a standalone statement, it is
expressed in active voice, as the subject "She" is the one existing or being described.
However, it's incomplete grammatically.

---

Guidelines for Deciding Active vs. Passive Voice

To accurately identify whether a sentence is active or passive, consider the following
aspects:

1. Check the Subject and Verb Relationship
- Is the subject performing the action?
- Yes → Likely active.
- Is the subject receiving the action, with the doer either omitted or introduced with "by"?
- Yes → Likely passive.



2. Look for the Verb Form
- Active voice typically uses the base form or past tense of the verb directly after the
subject.
- e.g., "They listen," "She runs."
- Passive voice uses a form of "to be" + past participle, often with "by" to indicate the
agent.
- e.g., "Music is listened to by them."

3. Examine the Sentence Structure
- Active sentences follow SVO order.
- Passive sentences often follow O + be + past participle + (by + agent).

4. Consider the Focus and Style
- Use active voice for clarity, directness, and engagement.
- Use passive voice when the emphasis is on the action itself or the recipient.

---

Practical Examples and Exercises

Let's look at some examples to reinforce understanding.

Active sentences:
- The chef cooked a delicious meal.
- The children are playing in the park.
- I will finish the report tomorrow.

Passive sentences:
- A delicious meal was cooked by the chef.
- The park is being enjoyed by the children.
- The report will be finished by me tomorrow.

Exercise:
Identify whether each sentence is active or passive:

1. The book was written by the author.
2. The students completed their homework.
3. The window was broken by the storm.
4. She is reading a new novel.
5. The cake is being baked by Mary.

Answers:
1. Passive
2. Active



3. Passive
4. Active
5. Passive

---

Common Mistakes and Tips

When deciding between active and passive voice, writers often encounter pitfalls. Here are
some common mistakes and how to avoid them.

Mistake 1: Using passive voice unnecessarily
Example: "The report was completed by the team."
Tip: Use active voice unless the focus is on the report or the doer is unknown or irrelevant.

Mistake 2: Overusing passive voice in formal writing
Example: "It is believed that..."
Tip: Favor active voice for clarity, e.g., "People believe that..."

Mistake 3: Confusing the verb forms
Example: "She is being completed the project." (Incorrect)
Tip: Ensure correct verb forms: "She is completing the project" (active), "The project is
being completed by her" (passive).

Mistake 4: Incomplete sentences like "She is."
Solution: Always aim for complete thoughts; if a sentence seems fragmentary, add
necessary information.

---

Conclusion

Deciphering whether a sentence is written in active or passive voice involves analyzing the
structure, identifying the doer and receiver of the action, and understanding the
grammatical components involved.

- "They often listen to music" is a clear example of an active sentence where the subject
performs the action directly.
- "She is" appears incomplete but, based on the verb form, leans toward an active
construction, though it lacks context.

Mastering this skill enhances your writing clarity and stylistic flexibility. Use active voice to
create direct, engaging sentences, and employ passive voice judiciously to emphasize
particular elements or maintain formality.

By consistently practicing these distinctions and analyzing sentence structures, you will



become proficient in identifying and employing active and passive voices effectively.

---

Remember:
Always consider the sentence's purpose, context, and emphasis when choosing between
active and passive voice. Clear, concise writing often favors active constructions, but
knowing when and how to use passive voice can add nuance and professionalism to your
communication.
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