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DirectionsSomebody Wanted But So Then (Summarizing Strategy) - Mr. Cook's
Corner Use Bullet Points To is a powerful teaching tool that helps students
develop clear, concise summaries of stories and texts. This strategy
simplifies complex narratives into manageable parts, making comprehension and
retention easier. By breaking down story elements into structured components,
students learn to identify key details and articulate the main ideas
effectively. In this article, we will explore the importance of this
strategy, how to implement it, and practical tips for educators and learners
alike.

The Importance of the DirectionsSomebody Wanted
But So Then Strategy

Why Use the Strategy?

Enhances comprehension by focusing on essential story elements

Improves summarization skills, which are critical for academic success

Encourages critical thinking by analyzing characters’ motivations and
actions

Supports reading comprehension across various grade levels and subject
areas

Builds a foundation for writing summaries, essays, and book reports



How It Benefits Students

Helps students organize their thoughts logically

Promotes active reading and engagement

Develops vocabulary and language skills through repeated practice

Prepares students for standardized tests that require comprehension and
summarization

Encourages students to think critically about story structure and
character development

Breaking Down the Strategy: Components and
Explanation

The Components of the Strategy

Directions: The initial instruction or setting of the story1.

Somebody: The main character or characters involved2.

Wanted: The goal or desire of the character(s)3.

But: The problem or obstacle faced by the character(s)4.

So: The action taken to resolve the problem5.

Then: The outcome or resolution of the story6.

Visualizing the Strategy with Bullet Points
Using bullet points makes it easier for students to organize each component
visually. Here’s an example of how to structure it:

Directions: The story begins in a small town where a young girl dreams
of becoming a scientist.

Somebody: The main character is Lisa, a curious and determined girl.



Wanted: Lisa wants to build a weather station to predict storms and help
her community.

But: She faces obstacles like lack of resources and skepticism from her
peers.

So: Lisa designs a plan to collect materials and demonstrates her
knowledge to earn support.

Then: Her project succeeds, and she gains recognition, fulfilling her
dream.

Implementing the Strategy in the Classroom

Step-by-Step Guide for Teachers

Introduce the Components: Explain each part of the strategy clearly,1.
providing examples.

Model the Strategy: Use a familiar story or read aloud, then demonstrate2.
how to identify each component.

Provide Guided Practice: Students practice with guided questions and3.
fill-in-the-blank templates.

Use Visual Aids: Create charts or graphic organizers that outline each4.
component for student reference.

Encourage Independent Practice: Students apply the strategy to new texts5.
or stories on their own or in groups.

Assess and Provide Feedback: Review student summaries, offering6.
constructive feedback to improve clarity and completeness.

Tools and Resources for Effective Teaching

Pre-made graphic organizers tailored to this strategy

Storybooks and texts suitable for different grade levels

Interactive whiteboards or smartboards for modeling



Workshops or professional development on comprehension strategies

Practical Tips for Students to Master the
Strategy

Tips for Effective Summarizing

Read the story carefully, highlighting or noting key details

Pause after each section to identify the relevant components

Create a rough draft using bullet points before writing a full summary

Use your own words to avoid copying directly from the text

Review your summary to ensure it captures the main ideas clearly

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Overloading with details: Focus on main ideas; omit minor details

Difficulty identifying the 'Wanted' or 'But': Think about characters'
goals and obstacles explicitly

Struggling with the 'Then' outcome: Summarize the resolution in a
sentence or two

Practice regularly with different texts to build confidence and
proficiency

Examples of Applying the Strategy Across
Different Texts



Fictional Story Example
Suppose students read a story about a boy who loses his pet dog. Using the
strategy:

Directions: A boy in the city wants to find his lost dog.

Somebody: The boy, named Jack.

Wanted: To find his missing dog and bring it home.

But: The dog ran into a busy street and got lost.

So: Jack searches the neighborhood, asks neighbors, and puts up flyers.

Then: The dog is found safe, and Jack learns to be more careful.

Non-Fiction Text Example
For a science article about climate change:

Directions: The article discusses the effects of global warming.

Somebody: The environment and all living beings affected by climate
change.

Wanted: To understand how climate change impacts the planet.

But: Rising temperatures cause melting glaciers and more extreme
weather.

So: Scientists research solutions to reduce emissions and adapt.

Then: Global efforts are being made to combat climate change and protect
ecosystems.

Benefits of Using Bullet Points in Summarizing

Why Bullet Points Enhance Learning

Organizes information clearly, making it easier to recall



Helps visualize the story structure at a glance

Facilitates quick editing and revision

Encourages active engagement with the text

Supports diverse learning styles, especially visual learners

Tips for Creating Effective Bullet Point Summaries

Keep each point concise and focused

Use complete sentences when necessary for clarity

Align bullet points with the story’s key elements

Use consistent formatting for readability

Review and revise to ensure the summary accurately reflects the story

Conclusion: Mastering the Summarizing Strategy
for Academic Success

The DirectionsSomebody Wanted But So Then (Summarizing Strategy) is a
versatile and effective approach to enhancing reading comprehension and
writing skills. By breaking down stories into manageable components, students
develop a clearer understanding of narrative structures, character
motivations, and story outcomes. Incorporating bullet points into these
summaries further aids in organizing thoughts and presenting information
succinctly. Educators should model and practice this strategy regularly,
providing students with the tools they need to become confident, independent
readers and writers.

Whether working with fiction, non-fiction, or informational texts, mastering
this summarizing method empowers learners to analyze and communicate ideas
effectively. With consistent practice, students will not only improve their
comprehension but also build critical thinking skills that serve them across
all academic disciplines. Embrace the DirectionsSomebody Wanted But



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of the 'Somebody Wanted But
So Then' summarizing strategy?
The main purpose is to help students break down and understand a story by
identifying key elements—who is involved, what they want, the obstacles they
face, and the resolution—making it easier to summarize and analyze texts.

How does using bullet points enhance understanding
when applying the 'Somebody Wanted But So Then'
strategy?
Bullet points organize information clearly and concisely, allowing students
to quickly identify and recall the main components of a story, which improves
comprehension and retention.

Can you give an example of how to structure a
summary using this strategy?
Yes. For example:
- Somebody: The brave knight
- Wanted: To save the kingdom
- But: A fierce dragon blocked the way
- So: The knight found a magical sword
- Then: He defeated the dragon and saved the kingdom.

What types of texts are most suitable for practicing
the 'Somebody Wanted But So Then' strategy?
This strategy works well with narrative texts, stories, and novels,
especially those with clear characters and plot developments, making it ideal
for comprehension and summarization exercises.

How can teachers make this strategy more engaging
for students?
Teachers can incorporate interactive activities like group work, story
retellings, or digital graphic organizers using bullet points to make the
learning process more dynamic and interactive.

What are common mistakes students should avoid when
using this summarizing method?
Students should avoid oversimplifying or missing key details, and ensure they



accurately identify each component—who, what, obstacle, solution, and
outcome—in their bullet points.

How does this strategy support reading comprehension
skills?
By breaking down stories into manageable parts, students develop better
understanding of plot structure, character motivation, and cause-and-effect
relationships, enhancing overall comprehension.

Is this strategy suitable for all grade levels, and
how can it be adapted?
Yes, it is adaptable for various ages. For younger students, use simpler
language and visuals; for older students, encourage more detailed bullet
points and deeper analysis to match their reading level.

Additional Resources
DirectionsSomebody Wanted But So Then (Summarizing Strategy) - Mr. Cook's
Corner is an invaluable tool in both classroom instruction and everyday
communication. This strategy helps readers and listeners break down complex
stories or ideas into manageable, logical parts, facilitating better
comprehension and retention. When used effectively, the DirectionsSomebody
Wanted But So Then method transforms a tangled narrative into a clear
sequence of events, making it easier for students and audiences to grasp the
main points. In this guide, we’ll explore the components of this summarizing
strategy, demonstrate how to apply it using bullet points, and share
practical tips for teachers and communicators aiming to enhance understanding
through this powerful approach.

---

Understanding the DirectionsSomebody Wanted But So Then Strategy

The DirectionsSomebody Wanted But So Then (DSWBST) method is a structured way
to summarize stories or information by focusing on key elements:
- Directions: The initial context or setting.
- Somebody: The main character involved.
- Wanted: The character’s goal or desire.
- But: The obstacle or problem faced.
- So: The action taken to resolve the problem.
- Then: The outcome or resolution.

This structure helps distill a narrative into its essential parts, making it
accessible and memorable.

---



Why Use the DSWBST Strategy?

Benefits for Readers and Listeners
- Enhances comprehension: Breaking down stories clarifies complex plots.
- Develops critical thinking: Recognizing cause-and-effect relationships
improves analytical skills.
- Supports writing skills: Summarizing encourages concise, focused writing.
- Builds vocabulary: Rephrasing story elements deepens understanding.
- Engages students: Interactive and structured, it makes learning active and
fun.

Practical Uses
- Classroom reading comprehension.
- Storytelling and retelling activities.
- Writing summaries and book reports.
- Preparing for discussions or presentations.
- Improving listening skills during lectures or stories.

---

Step-by-Step Breakdown of the Strategy

1. Identify the Directions
- Describe the setting or situation at the beginning of the story.
- Example: “In a small village, a young girl named Lily found a mysterious
box.”

2. Recognize the Somebody
- Pinpoint the main character involved in the story.
- Example: “Lily, a curious and adventurous girl.”

3. Determine the Wanted
- Clarify what the character hopes to achieve.
- Example: “She wanted to discover what was inside the mysterious box.”

4. Find the But
- Identify the obstacle or problem preventing the character from reaching
their goal.
- Example: “But the box was locked and she didn’t have the key.”

5. Explain the So
- Describe the action or decision the character takes to overcome the
obstacle.
- Example: “So, Lily searched the village for someone who could help open the
box.”

6. Conclude with the Then
- Share the outcome or resolution of the story.
- Example: “Then, an old neighbor helped her open the box, revealing a
treasure map.”



---

Using Bullet Points to Write a Clear Summary

Bullet points are an effective way to organize the DirectionsSomebody Wanted
But So Then components succinctly. Here’s how to do it:

Example Story Summary in Bullet Points
- Directions: In a quiet forest, a boy named Jack loved exploring nature.
- Somebody: Jack, a curious and brave boy.
- Wanted: He wanted to find the legendary hidden waterfall.
- But: But he didn’t know the way or how to find it.
- So: So, Jack took a map and packed supplies before setting out.
- Then: Then, after a long hike, he discovered the beautiful waterfall he had
dreamed of.

Tips for Using Bullet Points Effectively
- Keep each point concise, focusing on the key idea.
- Use complete sentences or phrase fragments for clarity.
- Maintain a logical order that follows the story progression.
- Highlight or bold key elements for emphasis.

---

Practical Tips for Teachers and Educators

Teaching the Strategy
- Introduce each component separately: Use examples and modeling.
- Use visual aids: Charts, graphic organizers, or story maps.
- Practice with familiar stories: Retell stories students know well.
- Encourage student participation: Have students fill in bullet points
collaboratively.
- Use varied texts: Apply the strategy across genres and subjects.

Reinforcing Learning
- Create worksheets: Fill-in-the-blank or chart-based activities.
- Group work: Students work together to summarize stories.
- Story retelling: Use bullet points to guide oral retelling.
- Assessment: Use the structure to evaluate comprehension.

---

Extending the Strategy to Writing and Speaking

Writing Summaries
- Use bullet points to brainstorm before writing.
- Convert bullet points into full paragraphs.
- Practice condensing stories into a few clear sentences.

Oral Presentations
- Use bullet points as speaking notes.



- Organize thoughts logically for clarity.
- Practice paraphrasing each element for fluency.

---

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

| Challenge | Solution |
|----------------|--------------|
| Struggling to identify key elements | Use guided questions or prompts. |
| Overloading with details | Focus on main ideas; omit minor details. |
| Difficulty with sequence | Practice story sequencing exercises. |
| Maintaining conciseness | Encourage brevity and clarity in bullet points. |

---

Final Thoughts: Making the Most of DirectionsSomebody Wanted But So Then

The DirectionsSomebody Wanted But So Then summarizing strategy is a versatile
and practical tool for improving comprehension, storytelling, and writing
skills. When combined with bullet points, it becomes a clear, organized
method for students to analyze stories and communicate ideas effectively.
Whether in the classroom or everyday conversations, mastering this technique
empowers learners to grasp complex narratives, articulate their
understanding, and build confidence as thinkers and communicators.

Remember: The key to success with the DSWBST strategy is consistent practice,
active engagement, and making it fun. Start with familiar stories, use visual
aids, and gradually challenge students to apply the method to new and more
complex texts. With time, this structured approach will become a natural part
of how learners understand and share stories—making their comprehension
skills stronger and their communication more impactful.
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