
Drag Each Label To The Correct
Location. In "Sinners In The Hands Of
An Angry God," Jonathan Edwards
Drag Each Label To The Correct Location. In "Sinners In The Hands Of An Angry
God," Jonathan Edwards is a powerful and influential sermon that exemplifies
the religious fervor of the Great Awakening period in American history. This
sermon, delivered in 1741, is renowned for its vivid imagery, emotional
intensity, and compelling call for repentance. Understanding the various
elements of this work involves analyzing its themes, rhetorical strategies,
historical context, and impact on American religious life. To facilitate
comprehension, one can categorize different aspects of the sermon and related
concepts by dragging each label to the appropriate section, thereby creating
a clear and organized understanding of this significant piece of American
literature.

Overview of "Sinners In The Hands Of An Angry
God"

Historical Context
The sermon was delivered during the Great Awakening, a religious revival
movement that swept through the American colonies in the 1730s and 1740s.
This period was characterized by an emphasis on personal faith, emotional
religious experiences, and a challenge to traditional authority within
religious institutions. Jonathan Edwards, a Congregationalist preacher and
theologian, used this platform to revive religious enthusiasm and promote a
sense of moral urgency among his listeners.

Main Theme
The central message of "Sinners In The Hands Of An Angry God" is the dire
danger of eternal damnation for sinners who refuse to repent. Edwards
portrays God's wrath as inescapable for the unrepentant and emphasizes the
precarious position of sinners, who are entirely at God's mercy. The sermon
aims to evoke a deep sense of fear and guilt to motivate genuine repentance
and spiritual renewal.

Key Rhetorical Strategies



Imagery and Metaphor
Edwards employs striking imagery and metaphors to make abstract theological
concepts tangible. For example, he describes sinners as spiders or loathsome
creatures hanging by a slender thread over the fires of hell. This vivid
visualization underscores the fragility of sinners’ salvation and the
imminent danger they face.

Emotional Appeal (Pathos)
The sermon is designed to stir emotional responses by vividly depicting the
horrors of hell and the wrath of God. Edwards uses intense language and
graphic descriptions to evoke fear, guilt, and a sense of urgency, compelling
listeners to seek salvation.

Repetition and Parallelism
Edwards frequently repeats key phrases and structures to reinforce his
message. For example, the repeated use of "There is nothing that keeps wicked
men at any one moment out of hell but the mere pleasure of God" emphasizes
the unpredictability and sovereignty of divine judgment.

Theological Foundations

Predestination and Sovereignty of God
The sermon reflects Edwards' Calvinist beliefs, emphasizing God's absolute
sovereignty and the doctrine of predestination. Sinners are entirely
dependent on God's mercy, which can be withdrawn at any moment.

Human Sinfulness and Total Depravity
Edwards underscores the sinful nature of humanity and the inability of humans
to save themselves. This concept encourages a sense of humility and
dependence on divine grace.

Impact and Legacy

Immediate Reaction
The sermon reportedly caused a profound emotional response among its
listeners, many of whom experienced feelings of terror and conviction. It
played a significant role in sparking religious revival in the colonies.



Long-term Influence
"Sinners In The Hands Of An Angry God" has become a quintessential example of
American religious rhetoric. Its vivid imagery and emotional intensity have
influenced countless sermons and writings, contributing to the development of
American evangelicalism.

Labels for Categorization

Themes: Sin, Salvation, Divine Wrath, Humanity's Fragility

Rhetorical Devices: Imagery, Repetition, Emotional Appeal, Metaphor

Theological Concepts: Predestination, Total Depravity, Sovereignty of
God

Historical Context: Great Awakening, Religious Revival, Colonial America

Effects: Emotional Response, Religious Conversion, Revival Movements

Conclusion
Understanding "Sinners In The Hands Of An Angry God" involves exploring the
interplay of its themes, rhetorical strategies, and historical context. By
categorizing key elements—such as imagery, theological doctrines, and its
impact—you gain a comprehensive perspective on why this sermon remains a
cornerstone of American religious history. The vivid language and compelling
messages continue to serve as powerful examples of persuasive religious
rhetoric, illustrating the intense spiritual awakening that shaped early
American society. Dragging each label to its correct location helps clarify
the complex layers of meaning embedded within Edwards’ fiery sermon,
illuminating its significance both in its time and in the broader scope of
American literature and religious thought.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of the 'Drag Each Label To
The Correct Location' activity in relation to
Jonathan Edwards' sermon?
The activity aims to help students identify and understand key themes,
rhetorical devices, and theological concepts present in Edwards' 'Sinners In
The Hands Of An Angry God' by matching labels to appropriate parts of the



text.

Which labels are typically used in this activity to
analyze Edwards' sermon?
Labels often include themes like God's wrath, human sinfulness, the urgency
of repentance, imagery of hell, divine sovereignty, and the emotional appeal
used by Edwards.

How does matching labels to the sermon help deepen
understanding of Edwards' rhetorical strategies?
It encourages students to critically analyze how Edwards employs imagery,
tone, and language to evoke fear and persuade his audience to seek salvation,
enhancing comprehension of his persuasive techniques.

What key message about human nature and divine
judgment is highlighted through this activity?
The activity emphasizes Edwards' portrayal of humans as entirely at the mercy
of God's wrath, highlighting the urgent need for repentance to avoid eternal
damnation.

Can this activity be used to compare Edwards' sermon
to other Puritan writings?
Yes, by analyzing and categorizing labels, students can compare themes,
rhetorical methods, and theological views between Edwards' sermon and other
Puritan texts to understand common beliefs and stylistic differences.

Why is it important to understand the structure and
labels in 'Sinners In The Hands Of An Angry God'?
Understanding the structure and labels helps students grasp how Edwards
builds emotional impact, conveys his message of divine wrath, and persuades
his audience to feel the urgency of salvation.

Additional Resources
Understanding "Sinners In The Hands Of An Angry God" — An Expert Review and
Breakdown

---



Introduction: The Power of Jonathan Edwards’
Preaching

In the landscape of American religious history, few sermons have wielded as
much influence and notoriety as Jonathan Edwards’ “Sinners In The Hands Of An
Angry God.” Delivered in 1741 during the Great Awakening, this sermon is
often regarded as a masterclass in rhetorical intensity, theological depth,
and emotional appeal. It is an enduring example of how language and delivery
can evoke profound spiritual and psychological responses.

This article aims to dissect the sermon’s core themes, structure, and
rhetorical devices, providing an in-depth, expert-level understanding.
Whether you're a student of literature, theology, or history, or simply a
curious reader seeking clarity on this iconic work, this review will guide
you through the intricacies of Edwards' powerful oration.

---

The Context: Setting the Stage for a Fiery
Sermon

The Historical Background

In the early 18th century, the American colonies experienced a religious
revival known as the Great Awakening. This movement sought to rekindle
religious fervor, emphasizing personal salvation over institutional church
authority. Jonathan Edwards, a Congregationalist preacher from Massachusetts,
emerged as one of its most influential figures.

The atmosphere was one of spiritual urgency; sermons aimed to awaken sinners
and inspire genuine conversion. Edwards’ “Sinners In The Hands Of An Angry
God” was delivered during this climate, designed to shake listeners from
complacency and confront them with the reality of divine justice.

The Purpose and Impact

The primary aim was to compel sinners to recognize their peril and seek
salvation. Edwards employed vivid imagery and intense language to evoke fear
of divine wrath, making the sermon both memorable and transformative for many
attendees. Its impact was immediate and lasting, often leading to emotional
conversions and renewed religious commitment.

---



Structural Breakdown: How the Sermon Is Built

Introduction: The Preacher’s Opening Strategy

Edwards begins by establishing the seriousness of the topic: humanity’s
fragile status in the eyes of a just God. He sets a tone of urgency and
severity, warning that sinners are held over the pit of hell by only God's
mercy. This opening primes the audience for the intensity to follow.

The Body: The Core Themes and Rhetorical Devices

This section is the heart of the sermon, where Edwards employs a series of
powerful images and logical appeals. Key themes include:

- Divine Sovereignty and Wrath: Emphasizing God's absolute authority and
righteous anger.
- Human Sinfulness: Highlighting the universality of sin.
- Imminent Judgment: Portraying hell as an ever-present threat.
- The Fragility of Salvation: Demonstrating how precarious sinners’ spiritual
state is.

Rhetorical devices such as metaphors, analogies, and repetition are used
extensively. For instance, Edwards compares sinners to spiders or loathsome
insects dangling over the fires of hell—an image designed to evoke repulsion
and fear.

Conclusion: The Call to Action

In the final segment, Edwards urges sinners to repent immediately. He
emphasizes the limited nature of divine patience, warning that divine wrath
can strike at any moment. The conclusion is designed to leave listeners with
a sense of urgency, motivating them to seek salvation without delay.

---

Key Themes Explored in Depth

Divine Justice and Wrath

At the core of the sermon lies the concept of divine justice. Edwards



portrays God not as a benign figure but as a judge enraged by human sin. The
imagery of God's wrath is vivid and relentless. For example, Edwards states:

> “The wrath of God is like great waters that are dammed for the present.”

This metaphor suggests both the destructive power and the potential for
sudden release, emphasizing that divine anger is both intense and
unpredictable, capable of engulfing sinners at any moment.

The Urgency of Repentance

Edwards stresses that salvation is available but fragile. The metaphor of a
spider held over the fire, with no escape, underscores the precarious
position of sinners:

> “The God that holds you over the pit of hell, much as one holds a spider or
some loathsome insect over the fire.”

He warns that divine patience is limited and that sinners are entirely
dependent on God's mercy, which can be withdrawn at any instant.

The Imminence of Judgment

The sermon portrays judgment as imminent and unavoidable. Edwards employs
vivid imagery to portray the hellfire awaiting sinners, reinforcing the need
for immediate action. The fear invoked is not just for the afterlife but for
the present moment, creating a sense of existential urgency.

---

Rhetorical Strategies and Literary Devices

Metaphors and Imagery

The sermon is renowned for its potent metaphors, such as:

- “A bow of God's wrath is bent, and the arrow is made ready on the string.”
— a depiction of divine judgment imminent and active.
- “The great furnace of wrath is already hot.” — emphasizing the fiery
punishment awaiting sinners.

These images serve to make abstract theological concepts concrete and
visceral, making the threat of hell tangible and frightening.



Repetition and Parallelism

Repetition emphasizes key themes and instills a rhythmic, almost chant-like
quality. For example, Edwards repeats phrases like:

- “Your wickedness makes you as it were heavy as lead, and to tend downwards
with great force.”

This technique reinforces the urgency and gravity of the message.

Emotional Appeal (Pathos)

Edwards masterfully appeals to the audience’s emotions, invoking fear, guilt,
and even horror. His tone is intense, and he often uses graphic descriptions
to elicit visceral reactions.

Logical Argumentation (Logos)

While highly emotional, the sermon also employs logical reasoning: sinners
are in peril because of their own choices, divine justice necessitates
punishment, and salvation is available through repentance. The combination of
emotion and reason creates a compelling appeal.

---

Critical Analysis: Strengths and Limitations

The Power of Edwards’ Rhetoric

Edwards' use of vivid imagery and emotional appeal makes “Sinners In The
Hands Of An Angry God” a powerful piece of oratory. It effectively motivates
listeners toward spiritual reflection and action. His language is both poetic
and forceful, ensuring that the message resonates long after the sermon.

Potential Criticisms

However, some critics argue that the sermon's fear-based approach may have
been manipulative or overly aggressive. Its intense imagery and tone might
have alienated some listeners or fostered anxiety rather than genuine
spiritual growth.



---

Legacy and Modern Relevance

Despite its historical context, Edwards’ sermon continues to be studied and
referenced. Its rhetorical techniques serve as exemplary tools for persuasive
communication. Its themes of divine justice and human accountability remain
relevant in theological debates and discussions of morality.

Furthermore, the sermon exemplifies how language can evoke powerful emotional
responses—a principle applicable across many fields beyond theology, such as
politics, marketing, and leadership.

---

Conclusion: A Masterpiece of Rhetorical
Craftsmanship

Jonathan Edwards’ “Sinners In The Hands Of An Angry God” stands as a towering
achievement in American religious rhetoric. Its structural design, potent
imagery, and emotional appeals combine to produce a compelling call to
repentance rooted in the biblical understanding of divine justice.

For those seeking to understand the power of language and persuasion,
Edwards’ sermon offers a masterclass in how words can move hearts and minds.
Whether viewed as a product of its time or a timeless piece of rhetorical
art, it remains a vital reference point in the study of effective, impactful
communication.

---

In summary, this in-depth review underscores the sermon’s significance as
both a historical document and a rhetorical masterpiece. Its enduring
influence lies in its ability to evoke visceral reactions and prompt moral
reflection—a testament to the power of words when wielded with precision and
passion.

Drag Each Label To The Correct Location In Sinners In The
Hands Of An Angry God Jonathan Edwards

Drag Each Label To The Correct Location In Sinners In The Hands Of An Angry God Jonathan
Edwards

https://sip.evo9x.com/ma12/drag-each-label-to-the-correct-location-in-sinners-in-the-hands-of-an-angry-god-jonathan-edwards.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma12/drag-each-label-to-the-correct-location-in-sinners-in-the-hands-of-an-angry-god-jonathan-edwards.pdf


Related Articles
Does The Growing Number Of Interest Groups Support Byrds Conclusion? Give Your Answer
In The Form Of
Determine Which Of The Items Below Would Appear In The Deposits Column Of A Bank
Statement And Would
Eliminate The Parameter T To Find A Cartesian Equation In The Form X=f(y) For: { X(t)=4t 2
Y(t)=2+5t

Back to Home

https://sip.evo9x.com/ma12/does-the-growing-number-of-interest-groups-support-byrds-conclusion-give-your-answer-in-the-form-of.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma12/does-the-growing-number-of-interest-groups-support-byrds-conclusion-give-your-answer-in-the-form-of.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma12/determine-which-of-the-items-below-would-appear-in-the-deposits-column-of-a-bank-statement-and-would.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma12/determine-which-of-the-items-below-would-appear-in-the-deposits-column-of-a-bank-statement-and-would.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma12/eliminate-the-parameter-t-to-find-a-cartesian-equation-in-the-form-x-f-y-for-x-t-4t-2-y-t-2-5t.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma12/eliminate-the-parameter-t-to-find-a-cartesian-equation-in-the-form-x-f-y-for-x-t-4t-2-y-t-2-5t.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com

