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During The Persian War, Persia Attacked , As Punishment For Helping The Aegean
City-states. A. This pivotal event in ancient history marked a significant turning point in the Greco-
Persian conflicts. Understanding the context behind this attack, the strategic motivations of Persia,
and the consequences for the involved city-states provides valuable insight into the complexities of
this historic conflict. In this article, we will explore the background of Persia's punitive expedition, the
key players involved, and the lasting impact on Greek and Persian relations.

The Context of the Persian War

The Rise of the Persian Empire

The Persian Empire, under the Achaemenid dynasty, was one of the largest empires in ancient
history. Its expansion during the 6th and 5th centuries BCE brought it into contact—and conflict—with
the Greek city-states of the Aegean region. The empire's desire to control trade routes and secure its
eastern borders often led to clashes with neighboring civilizations.

The Greek City-states and Their Alliances

The Greek city-states, particularly Athens, Sparta, and Corinth, formed various alliances to defend
their independence and mutual interests. The Delian League, led by Athens, was established to resist
Persian advances in the Aegean Sea and beyond. Many city-states in lonia (on the coast of Asia Minor)
supported this league, providing a base for Greek resistance against Persia.

The lonian Revolt: Catalyst of the Persian War

The immediate precursor to the Persian invasion was the lonian Revolt (499-493 BCE), where Greek
city-states in lonia rebelled against Persian rule. Although the revolt was eventually suppressed, it
angered Persia and prompted King Darius | to seek retribution by punishing those who supported the
uprising, leading to the Persian invasion of Greece.



The Persian Attack on

Who was Attacked?

The blank in the phrase "During The Persian War, Persia Attacked " refers to the specific city or
region that was targeted by Persia as a punishment for aiding the Greek city-states. Historically, the
most prominent example in this context is the attack on the city of Eretria.

Why Eretria?

e Eretria's Support for Greek Revolts: Eretria was among the Greek city-states that supported
the lonian Revolt and the broader resistance against Persian influence.

» Strategic Location: Eretria's position on the island of Euboea made it a significant node in
controlling maritime routes and regional influence.

e Persian Retribution: As part of their punitive campaign, Persia aimed to punish Eretria for its
role in supporting Greek independence movements.

The Attack Itself

In 490 BCE, following the suppression of the lonian Revolt, Persian forces launched an attack on
Eretria. This attack was part of a broader strategy to weaken Greek resistance and demonstrate
Persia's dominance in the region.

The Course of the Attack

Punitive Measures Taken by Persia

» Siege and Destruction: Persian forces besieged Eretria, leading to its eventual destruction or
significant damage.

e Massacres and Captures: Reports indicate that the Persians committed atrocities, including
massacres of Eretrian citizens and the enslavement of survivors.

¢ Imposition of Tribute: Post-attack, Persia sought to impose tribute and control over the
region through local allies and rulers.



Impact on Eretria and the Region

The attack devastated Eretria, ending its independence and influence in the region for many years. It
served as a stark warning to other Greek city-states about the consequences of supporting rebellion
against Persia.

Broader Significance of the Attack

Signal of Persian Intentions

The attack on Eretria was more than a punitive act; it signaled Persia's intent to suppress Greek
resistance and establish dominance over the Aegean and surrounding territories.

Influence on Greek Unity

The destruction of Eretria and similar punitive actions galvanized Greek city-states, strengthening
their resolve to unite against Persia. It contributed to the escalation that ultimately led to the famous
battles of Marathon and Salamis.

Lessons Learned

¢ Military Preparedness: Greek city-states recognized the importance of unity and military
readiness in resisting Persian invasions.

* Diplomatic Alliances: The success of Greek resistance hinged on alliances, exemplified by the
Delian League.

» Strategic Defense: The Greek response involved strategic use of geography, naval power,
and swift mobilization.

Key Players in the Persian Attack

The Persian Empire

Under the leadership of King Darius | and later Xerxes I, Persia mounted large-scale military
campaigns to subjugate Greece and punish rebellious cities.



The Greek City-states

e Eretria: The city directly attacked and punished for its role in supporting Greek revolts.
e Athens: Became a major leader in resisting Persia, especially after the Battle of Marathon.

e Sparta and Others: Provided military support and strategic leadership in the Greek alliance.

Aftermath and Historical Significance

The Long-term Effects

1. Rise of Athens: Athens emerged as a dominant naval power following the Persian Wars.

2. Formation of the Delian League: Greek city-states united for mutual defense, partly in
response to Persia's aggressive campaigns.

3. Persian-Greek Relations: The conflict set the stage for continued hostilities and interactions
between Greece and Persia.

Legacy of the Persian Attacks

The attacks on Eretria and other Greek cities during the Persian War exemplify the brutal nature of
ancient warfare and the importance of resilience and unity in facing imperial aggression. These
events also highlight the significance of strategic military responses and diplomatic alliances in
shaping the course of history.

Conclusion

During The Persian War, Persia Attacked Eretria, As Punishment For Helping The Aegean City-states.
A. This attack was emblematic of Persia's broader strategy to quell Greek resistance and assert
dominance over the region. While it resulted in the destruction and subjugation of Eretria, it also
galvanized the Greek city-states to unite against Persian invasion, ultimately leading to their victory in
key battles and shaping the future of Western civilization. The Persian campaign against Eretria
serves as a stark reminder of the destructive consequences of rebellion and the enduring importance
of strategic alliances in warfare.



Frequently Asked Questions

During the Persian War, Persia attacked which region as
punishment for helping the Aegean city-states?

lonia

Why did Persia attack lonia during the Persian War?

Because lonia supported the Greek city-states in their rebellion against Persia.

What role did lonia play in the Persian War against Persia?

lonia was a key supporter of the Greek city-states, providing aid and rebellion efforts against Persian
control.

How did Persia's attack on lonia influence the course of the
Persian War?

It led to the lonian Revolt, which was a significant precursor to the larger conflict between Persia and
Greece.

Which city-states in Greece supported lonia's rebellion
against Persia?

Athens and Eretria were notable supporters of lonia during the revolt.

What was Persia‘'s main objective in attacking lonia during the
Persian War?

To punish the lonian city-states for their support of the Greek rebellion and to reassert control over
the region.

Did Persia's attack on lonia succeed in quelling the rebellion
during the Persian War?

Initially, Persia succeeded in suppressing the revolt, but the conflict contributed to the larger Greco-
Persian Wars.

How did the attack on lonia impact Greek unity during the
Persian War?

It spurred greater Greek cooperation and unity against Persia, culminating in the famous Battle of
Marathon.



Was the attack on lonia the only reason for Persia's
involvement in the Greek conflicts?

No, Persia's broader goal was to expand its empire and control the Aegean region, with support for
lonia being a key part.

What was the significance of Persia attacking lonia in the
context of ancient history?

It marked the beginning of the Greco-Persian Wars, which had lasting impacts on Greek and world
history.

Additional Resources
During The Persian War, Persia Attacked , As Punishment For Helping The Aegean City-states. A.

The Persian War, a defining conflict in ancient history, was marked not only by intense battles and
shifting alliances but also by strategic acts of retaliation and political maneuvering. One particularly
significant episode involved Persia attacking a specific region or city as a punishment for aiding the
rebellious Aegean city-states. This act of retribution exemplifies the broader Persian strategy of
consolidating control and punishing defiance within their expanding empire. In this article, we will
explore the context behind this attack, the reasons for Persia’s punitive measures, and the broader
implications for the Greek world and Persian imperial policy.

Understanding the Context: The Persian Empire and the Aegean Revolt

Before delving into the specifics of the attack, it's essential to understand the geopolitical landscape
of the time.

The Rise of the Persian Empire

- Under Cyrus the Great (c. 600-530 BCE), Persia expanded rapidly, incorporating a vast territory
stretching from the Indus Valley to Anatolia.

- By the early 5th century BCE, Persia was the most powerful empire in the world, with Satrapies
(provinces) governed by local satraps loyal to the Persian king.

The lonian Revolt (499-493 BCE)

- The primary spark for the Persian War was the lonian Revolt, where Greek city-states on the coast of
Asia Minor (lonia) rebelled against Persian rule.

- City-states like Miletus, Ephesus, and others sought independence and received assistance from
mainland Greece, notably Athens and Eretria.

- The revolt was a direct challenge to Persian authority and posed a threat to the empire’s cohesion.



The Role of Athens and Other Greek City-states

Athens and Eretria’s involvement in aiding the lonian rebels was viewed by Persia as a breach of
diplomatic norms and a threat to imperial stability.

- Assistance to lonian rebels: The Greek city-states provided ships, troops, and supplies.
- Implication of defiance: Persia saw this support as an act of outright rebellion, prompting the empire
to retaliate.

The Persian Response: Attacks as Punishment
Why Did Persia Attack?

Persia’s decision to attack certain regions or city-states as punishment was driven by multiple
strategic and political motives:

- Deterrence: To discourage other Greek city-states from aiding rebellions.

- Reassert Control: To punish those who defied Persian authority and restore imperial dominance.
- Reprisal for Support: To punish specific city-states for their direct involvement in the lonian revolt.

Focused Attack: Persia Attacked , As Punishment For Helping The Aegean City-states. A.

While the blank in the title suggests a specific location, historical sources indicate that Persia’s
reprisals targeted several key regions and cities. The most notable among these was:

The Attack on Eretria

Eretria, a prominent Greek city in Euboea, played an active role in supporting the lonian revolt,
providing ships and troops to aid the rebels. As a consequence, Persia launched a punitive expedition
against Eretria.

The Attack on Eretria: A Case Study
Background

- Eretria was an influential city with strong ties to Athens.
- During the lonian Revolt, Eretria sent ships to assist the lonian rebels.
- After the revolt’s failure, Persia sought to punish Eretria for its involvement.

The Persian Campaign Against Eretria

- Timeline: Around 490 BCE, after the Battle of Marathon.

- Objectives: To punish Eretria, demonstrate Persian dominance, and deter future support for
rebellions.

- Method: A military assault involving a combined land and naval campaign.



The Course of the Attack

1. Siege and Naval Blockade

- Persian forces besieged Eretria, cutting it off from supplies and reinforcements.

2. Capture and Destruction

- Eretria was captured after a siege.

- The city was subjected to destruction, with many buildings burned and inhabitants enslaved or
killed.

3. Aftermath

- The Persian victory served as a warning to other Greek city-states.

- Eretria’s political and military power was significantly diminished.

Broader Implications of the Attack
Impact on Eretria

- Eretria’s power waned considerably after the attack.
- The city’s population suffered heavy losses.
- Eretria’s alliance with Athens was strained, affecting subsequent Greek politics.

Significance for the Persian Empire

- Demonstrated Persia’s willingness to use military force for punishment.
- Reinforced the message that aiding rebels would lead to severe consequences.
- Set a precedent for future repressive actions during the Greco-Persian conflicts.

Other Key Locations Attacked by Persia

While Eretria is a prime example, Persia also targeted other regions and cities as part of their punitive
campaigns:

- Miletus: After the lonian revolt, Persia subdued Miletus with a brutal campaign, destroying much of
the city.

- Chalcis: On the island of Euboea, Chalcis was attacked for supporting the rebels.

- Naxos: The island was attacked for aiding the lonian cause, though its strategic importance meant
the campaign was less decisive than on the mainland.

The Persian Strategy of Punishment in the Greco-Persian Wars
Persia’s approach to punishing rebellious city-states can be summarized as follows:

- Decisive military action: Swift and overwhelming campaigns to crush resistance.

- Destruction of rebellious cities: To serve as a deterrent.

- Enslavement or exile of leaders: To dismantle local resistance movements.

- Re-establishment of imperial authority: Through installations of loyal satraps and punitive policies.



The Consequences for Greek City-states
The Persian attacks had lasting effects on Greek politics and society:

- Heightened hostility: The destruction of Eretria and other cities fueled anti-Persian sentiment.

- Unity among Greek city-states: Shared threat led to the formation of alliances like the Delian
League.

- Military innovations: Greek city-states improved their military tactics in response to Persian
strategies.

- Cultural impact: The wars influenced Greek literature, art, and philosophy, emphasizing themes of
heroism and resistance.

Conclusion: The Significance of Persia’s Punitive Actions

The attacks carried out by Persia during the Persian War, particularly against Eretria and other
rebellious city-states, exemplify the empire’s strategic use of military force to maintain control and
punish defiance. These campaigns underscored Persia’s ruthless approach to empire-building and
served as catalysts for Greek unity and resistance. Understanding these punitive measures provides
insight into the complex dynamics of the Greco-Persian Wars and the enduring legacy of the conflict
in shaping Western history.

Key Takeaways

- Persia’s attack on Eretria was a direct response to its support for the lonian revolt.

- The campaign involved sieges, destruction, and the subjugation of Eretria’s population.

- These punitive actions aimed to deter other city-states from rebelling and to reassert Persian
dominance.

- The consequences of these campaigns influenced the future trajectory of Greek-Persian relations
and Greek unity.

In summary, during the Persian War, Persia attacked Eretria, among other city-states, as punishment
for aiding the Aegean city-states during their revolt. This strategic retaliation helped solidify Persian
control but also intensified Greek opposition, ultimately fueling the resistance that would lead to the
famous battles of Marathon, Thermopylae, and Salamis.
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