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In F. Scott Fitzgerald’s novel The Great Gatsby, the scene set at the Morningside Heights apartment is
pivotal for understanding the character of Nick Carraway and his initial impressions of those around him,
especially Gatsby and Tom Buchanan. This moment offers a window into Nick’s personality, values, and his
approach to new experiences. When faced with the behaviors exhibited in this setting, Nick’s initial
reactions are characterized by a mixture of curiosity, discomfort, judgment, and a desire to maintain his

moral integrity.

This article explores how Nick initially reacts to the behavior he witnesses during the scene at the
Morningside Heights apartment, analyzing his emotional responses, thought processes, and the broader
implications for his character development. We will also examine how Fitzgerald uses Nick’s reactions to

set the tone for the novel and to highlight themes of morality, social class, and the American Dream.

Context of the Scene at Morningside Heights Apartment

Before delving into Nick’s reactions, it’s essential to understand the circumstances of the scene. Nick visits
the Morningside Heights apartment, which serves as a temporary residence for Tom Buchanan and his
mistress, Myrtle Wilson. The setting is notably different from the opulence of Gatsby’s mansion,
highlighting a more modest and somewhat tawdry environment. The scene involves Myrtle’s party,

which is characterized by drunkenness, loud behavior, and superficial interactions.

The scene is significant because it exposes Nick to the underbelly of the social elite and the morally
questionable behaviors they indulge in. It also marks a turning point in his understanding of the characters

he’s been introduced to and his perception of the American Dream’s corruption.



Nick’s Initial Reactions to the Behavior at the Morningside
Heights Apartment

1. Curiosity and Observation

At the outset, Nick’s reaction is marked by a sense of curiosity. He is new to this world of wealth and
excess but is eager to observe and understand it. Fitzgerald depicts Nick as a somewhat passive observer,

noting details carefully and trying to make sense of the environment and the behaviors he witnesses.

- He watches with a mix of fascination and skepticism: Nick notes the superficiality of the party, the loud
voices, and the drunken antics. While he is intrigued, he remains somewhat detached, indicating his desire

to understand rather than immediately judge.

- He pays attention to social cues and behaviors: Nick notices Myrtle’s flirtations, Tom’s dismissiveness, and

the reckless conduct of the partygoers, all of which contribute to his initial sense of unease.

This observational stance reflects Nick’s inherent cautiousness and his need to assess the morality of those

around him before forming judgments.

2. Discomfort and Moral Disapproval

As the scene progresses, Nick’s reactions shift toward discomfort. His moral compass begins to chafe at the

blatant displays of dishonesty, infidelity, and superficiality.

- Disapproval of Tom’s behavior: Nick is clearly uncomfortable with Tom’s aggressive and dismissive
attitude toward Myrtle. His subtle disapproval hints at his underlying moral values and distaste for

brutality and arrogance.

- Reactions to Myrtle’s behavior: Myrtle’s flirtations and drunkenness evoke a sense of pity mixed with
disapproval in Nick. He perceives her as trapped in a cycle of superficiality and false glamour, which fuels

his moral discomfort.

- Sense of alienation: Nick often feels like an outsider in the scene, observing the chaos but not fully
participating. This sense of alienation underscores his moral stance and foreshadows his later judgments of

the characters’ lifestyles.



3. Judgment and Morality

Nick’s reactions reveal a moral sense that is both a protective instinct and a critique of the social

environment.

- He perceives the behavior as morally corrupt: Nick’s observations lead him to see the scene as emblematic

of the decay of American morals, wealth, and the pursuit of pleasure.

- He is critical of the superficiality: Nick recognizes that the party is superficial, driven by materialism and

shallow pursuits. His reaction is tinged with skepticism about the authenticity of the characters’ actions.

- Internal conflict: Despite his disapproval, Nick remains somewhat intrigued, caught between moral
judgment and curiosity. His reaction demonstrates the tension between his values and the allure of this

world.

4. Maintaining a Detached Perspective

Throughout the scene, Nick’s initial reactions are characterized by a sense of detachment and a desire to

remain an impartial observer.

- He refrains from participating fully: Unlike Myrtle and Tom, Nick does not indulge excessively in the
drunken revelry or flirtations. This restraint indicates his awareness of the moral boundaries he chooses to
uphold.

- He evaluates without immediate condemnation: Nick’s approach is to observe and understand rather than

judge hastily. This stance allows him to later reflect critically on the characters and their actions.

- A sense of moral distance: His reactions show a deliberate effort to keep emotional distance, which

enhances his role as the narrator who offers an outsider’s perspective.

Implications of Nick’s Initial Reactions on His Character and the

Narrative

Understanding Nick’s initial reactions provides insight into his character and the narrative’s thematic

development.



1. Establishing Nick as a Moral Observer

Nick’s initial reactions set him apart as a moral compass within the story. His tendency to observe rather
than judge immediately establishes his role as a reflective narrator who offers a nuanced perspective on the

characters’ behaviors.

- Moral neutrality: His reactions demonstrate an attempt to remain neutral and objective, even when faced

with morally questionable conduct.

- Potential for judgment: While initially tolerant or curious, Nick’s reactions hint at his capacity for moral

judgment, which becomes more pronounced as the novel progresses.

2. Highlighting Social Class and Morality Themes

The scene and Nick’s reactions underscore central themes in The Great Gatsby.
- Superficiality of wealth: His discomfort emphasizes the emptiness behind wealth and social status.
- Moral decay: Nick’s reactions serve as a commentary on the decline of moral values amid material excess.

- American Dream critique: His initial reactions suggest skepticism about the attainability and morality of

the American Dream, which is a recurring motif throughout the novel.

3. foreshadowing Future Judgment and Growth

Nick’s initial reactions foreshadow his eventual moral judgment of the characters’ actions.

- Evolution of perception: His observations at Morningside Heights mark the beginning of his critical view

of the world of wealth and privilege.

- Narrative voice: His reactions provide a foundation for his later reflections, where he often criticizes the

characters’ moral failings and the corruption of the American Dream.

Conclusion: The Significance of Nick’s Reactions During the



Scene at Morningside Heights

In summary, Nick’s initial reactions to the behavior at the Morningside Heights apartment are a blend of
curiosity, discomfort, moral judgment, and detachment. These reactions serve as a window into his
character—highlighting his role as a moral observer and his internal conflict between curiosity and
disapproval. Fitzgerald uses Nick’s reactions to critique the superficiality and moral decay of the wealthy
elite, setting the tone for the novel’s exploration of themes such as morality, social class, and the American

Dream.

Nick’s response to the scene underscores his complex personality: a man who seeks understanding but
remains morally grounded, even amid the chaos of the world he finds himself in. His reactions at
Morningside Heights not only shape his character arc but also deepen the reader’s understanding of the
novel’s broader social commentary. As the story unfolds, Nick’s initial impressions evolve, but his
fundamental moral stance, established during this scene, remains a crucial element of The Great Gatsby’s

enduring relevance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Nick's initial reaction to the behavior during the scene at the

Morningside Heights apartment?

Nick initially reacts with surprise and discomfort, observing the eccentric and unpredictable behavior of

the characters around him.

Does Nick show any signs of judgment or acceptance at the start of the

scene?

At first, Nick exhibits a mixture of judgment and curiosity, trying to understand the odd conduct without

immediately condemning it.

How does Nick's demeanor change upon witnessing the scene at
Morningside Heights?

Nick's demeanor shifts from curiosity to a more reserved and cautious attitude as he gauges the situation

and the people involved.

Is there any indication of Nick feeling out of place during his initial



reaction?

Yes, Nick appears somewhat out of place, feeling uncomfortable and unsure about how to respond to the

unconventional behavior he observes.

‘What specific behaviors does Nick react to during the scene?

Nick reacts to the bizarre and erratic actions of the characters, such as their unpredictable speech and

mannerisms, which seem unusual and unsettling to him.

Does Nick try to intervene or change the situation at the beginning?

No, initially, Nick does not intervene; he mainly observes and processes the scene before deciding how to

react further.

How does Nick's initial reaction set the tone for his character's
perspective?

His initial reaction shows that he is cautious and observant, setting up his character as someone who is

analytical and somewhat reserved in unfamiliar or uncomfortable situations.

Are there any cues that suggest Nick is trying to remain composed

during his first reactions?

Yes, Nick maintains a level of composure and restraint, choosing to watch quietly rather than openly

criticize or disrupt the scene.

How does Nick's initial reaction compare to his later behavior in the

scene?

Initially, Nick is passive and reserved, but as the scene progresses, his reactions may become more engaged

or critical, reflecting his evolving perspective.

Additional Resources

During The Scene At The Morningside Heights Apartment, How Does Nick Initially React To The

Behavior

The scene set within the Morningside Heights apartment is a pivotal moment in F. Scott Fitzgerald's The
Great Gatsby, offering rich insight into Nick Carraway’s character and his initial reactions to the behavior of

those around him. This segment of the narrative not only advances the storyline but also deepens our



understanding of Nick’s moral compass, his perceptions of wealth and decadence, and his emerging sense of
disillusionment. Analyzing how Nick reacts during this scene provides a lens through which to examine

his internal conflicts and the broader themes of the novel.

Understanding Nick Carraway’s Perspective Before Entering the

Scene

Before delving into Nick’s reactions during the scene, it’s essential to contextualize his character and the
expectations he holds as he steps into the Morningside Heights apartment. Nick is portrayed as a relatively
reserved, morally conscious observer, often attempting to maintain neutrality amid the chaos of the East
Egg and West Egg social spheres. His Midwestern upbringing instills in him a sense of decorum and

skepticism about excess, which influences his initial perceptions.
Key points about Nick’s perspective:

- Moral Neutrality: Nick claims he is “inclined to reserve all judgments,” indicating a desire to observe
rather than immediately judge others’ behavior.

- Curiosity and Caution: Entering the apartment, Nick is curious yet cautious, aware of the social
implications and the potential for scandal.

- Expectations of Decorum: Based on his Midwestern background, Nick anticipates a certain level of

civility, which he finds challenged during the scene.

This foundational understanding shapes how he perceives and reacts to the behavior he witnesses.

Nick’s Initial Observations and Reactions to the Behavior in the

Scene

As the scene unfolds within the Morningside Heights apartment, Nick encounters a series of behaviors that
range from superficial friendliness to outright indulgence and eccentricity. His initial reactions are
characterized by a mixture of surprise, discomfort, and a growing sense of detachment.

2.1 Surprise at the Excess and Disorder

Upon entering the apartment, Nick is immediately struck by the chaotic and extravagant environment.



The scene is marked by:

- A sense of disarray: The apartment appears cluttered, reflecting the wild lifestyle of its inhabitants.
- Over-the-top decor and furnishings: The opulence, while luxurious, feels excessive and ostentatious.
- Behavioral eccentricities: Guests exhibit loud, boisterous conduct, with some indulging in alcohol and

flirtations.

Nick’s reaction:

Initially, Nick is visibly taken aback. His language suggests a mix of incredulity and mild disapproval. For
example, Fitzgerald describes him as feeling "a little embarrassed," indicating his discomfort with the
scene’s disorderliness and lack of decorum. His Midwestern sensibilities clash with the opulence and

superficiality he observes.

2.2 Discomfort with the Behavior of Guests and Hosts

As the scene progresses, Nick notices the casual and often reckless behavior of the guests, including:

- Flirtatious and provocative interactions: Such as Jordan Baker’s flirtation with Tom Buchanan.
- Intoxication and revelry: The exhibition of excessive drinking and partying.
- Lack of genuine connection: Interactions seem superficial, with guests more interested in appearances and

indulgence.

Nick’s reaction:
He begins to feel a sense of alienation. His reactions are tinged with subtle disapproval, but he attempts to
remain neutral, reflecting his desire to observe without immediate judgment. His internal response reveals

an awareness of the moral emptiness behind the fagade of wealth.

2.3 Observation of the Behavior of Key Characters

Nick’s reactions are also influenced by his observations of specific characters:

- Tom Buchanan: Exhibits arrogance and sense of entitlement, which Nick perceives with a mixture of
disdain and curiosity.

- Jordan Baker: She seems nonchalant about the chaos around her, which Nick notes with a mix of
admiration and skepticism.

- Gatsby’s Absence: While Gatsby is not physically present during the scene, Nick’s thoughts about him are
influenced by the atmosphere, hinting at the dissonance between Gatsby’s idealism and the decadence

surrounding him.

Overall reaction:
Nick’s initial response is one of cautious observation. While he recognizes the allure of wealth and the

glamour of the lifestyle, he is also increasingly aware of the moral decay and superficiality that underpin it.



Analytical Breakdown of Nick’s Reactions

Understanding Nick’s reactions requires a nuanced analysis of his internal state, moral standpoint, and the
social context. His responses serve as a commentary on the broader themes of the novel, including

disillusionment, the critique of the American Dream, and the contrast between appearance and reality.
3.1 The Tension Between Observation and Judgment

Nick’s desire to remain nonjudgmental is central to his character but is challenged during this scene. His

reactions reveal an internal tension:

- Attempt at neutrality: He strives to observe without condemning, aligning with his statement about
“reserving judgments.”

- Subtle disapproval: His discomfort and the language he uses suggest that, despite his efforts, he is judging
the behavior negatively.

- Moral sensitivity: His reactions indicate an innate moral compass that conflicts with the decadence he

witnesses.

This tension underscores a key theme: the difficulty of maintaining moral objectivity amid the corrupting

influence of wealth.

3.2 Recognition of the Illusion of Glamour

Nick’s reactions also highlight his growing recognition that the wealth and glamour are superficial:

- Disillusionment: His surprise and discomfort signal an awakening to the reality behind the fagade.

- Skepticism: He begins to question the authenticity of the social interactions and the true nature of the
characters involved.

- Caution: His reactions suggest a desire to distance himself emotionally from the chaos, hinting at his
eventual disillusionment with the East Coast elite.

3.3 Psychological and Emotional Responses

Nick’s internal reactions are complex, ranging from:

- Embarrassment and awkwardness: Feeling out of place among the exuberance and extravagance.

- Moral unease: Sensing that the behavior is morally questionable or shallow.

- Subtle disdain: A quiet, almost subconscious, disdain for the superficiality he observes.



These reactions foreshadow his critical stance throughout the novel and his ultimate disillusionment with

the American Dream as embodied by the wealthy.

Conclusion: The Significance of Nick’s Initial Reactions in the

Scene

Nick Carraway’s initial reactions during the scene at the Morningside Heights apartment are multifaceted,
serving as a window into his character, moral values, and the thematic undercurrents of The Great Gatsby.
His surprise, discomfort, and cautious judgment underscore a worldview that is both intrigued by and

critically aware of the hollow veneer of wealth and decadence.
Key takeaways:

- His reactions reflect a moral and emotional internal conflict that defines his narrative voice throughout the
novel.

- They mark the beginning of his disillusionment with the East Coast elite, setting the tone for his
subsequent reflections on the American Dream.

- Nick’s responses serve as a literary device to critique the superficiality and moral decay associated with

wealth, illustrating the broader societal critique woven into Fitzgerald’s work.

In essence, Nick’s initial reactions are not merely personal responses but also serve as a moral compass and a
thematic lens—highlighting the gap between appearance and reality, and foreshadowing the tragic

unraveling of illusions that define the novel’s tragic arc.
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