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Engaging in exercises that focus on verb forms is essential for mastering the intricacies of English
grammar. Among these, completing sentences with the correct tense form of a given verb is a
fundamental skill. The prompt "Yesterday" specifically indicates the use of past tense forms, which
helps learners understand how to narrate events that have already occurred. In this article, we will
explore the importance of this exercise, analyze various verb forms in the past tense, provide step-by-
step guidance on completing such exercises, and share practical tips to improve accuracy and

confidence in verb tense usage.

Understanding the Importance of Verb Tense Exercises

The Role of Verb Tenses in Communication

Verb tenses are crucial in conveying the timing of actions or states in sentences. They help listeners
and readers understand whether an event happened in the past, is happening now, or will happen in

the future. Correct tense usage ensures clarity and precision in communication.



Why Focus on Past Tense with "Yesterday'?

The word "yesterday" explicitly refers to a past time frame. Therefore, any verb associated with

"yesterday" must be expressed in a past tense form. Practicing this helps learners:

e |dentify time markers and their corresponding tense forms.
¢ Develop consistency in narrative writing and speaking.

¢ Prevent common mistakes such as mixing present or future tenses with past time indicators.

Common Past Tense Forms in English

Simple Past Tense

The simplest form to describe completed actions in the past. Formed by adding "-ed" to regular verbs

or using the irregular past tense form.

¢ Regular verbs: walk D walked, talk I] talked, play D played

e |rregular verbs: go [l went, see [l saw, have D had

Past Continuous Tense

Expresses actions that were ongoing at a specific time in the past. Formed by combining the past

tense of "to be" (was/were) with the verb's present participle (-ing form).



¢ | was reading.

¢ They were playing football.

Past Perfect Tense

Indicates an action completed before another past action. Formed by "had" + past participle.

¢ She had finished her homework before dinner.

¢ They had already left when | arrived.

Guidelines for Completing Sentences with Correct Past Tense

Forms

Step 1: ldentify the Verb and Its Base Form

Read the sentence carefully to determine the verb that needs to be conjugated. Recognize whether

the verb is regular or irregular.

Step 2: Consider the Context and Time Marker ("'Yesterday")

The presence of "yesterday" indicates that the action happened in the past. Therefore, select a past

tense form accordingly.



Step 3: Choose the Appropriate Past Tense Form

¢ For completed actions, use the simple past tense.
¢ For ongoing past actions, consider the past continuous tense.

» For actions that occurred before another past event, use the past perfect.

Step 4: Write the Correct Verb Form in the Sentence

Insert the conjugated verb into the sentence, ensuring grammatical correctness and natural flow.

Examples of Completing Sentences with "Yesterday"

Simple Past Tense Examples

1. She visited her grandparents yesterday.
2. They played football in the park yesterday.

3. | watched a movie last night.



Past Continuous Tense Examples

1. He was studying when | called him yesterday.
2. We were cooking dinner when the power went out yesterday.

3. She was reading a book all afternoon yesterday.

Past Perfect Tense Examples

1. By the time | arrived, they had already left yesterday.
2. She had finished her homework before dinner yesterday.

3. We had never seen such a beautiful sunset before yesterday.

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Completing Past Tense

Sentences

Mixing Tenses

One of the most frequent errors is switching between present, future, and past tenses within a

sentence. Remember that "yesterday" signals the use of past tense only.



Incorrect Verb Forms

Be cautious with irregular verbs, which do not follow standard "-ed" endings. Memorize common

irregular past tense forms or consult a verb list.

Overusing Past Continuous

While past continuous is useful, overusing it can make sentences awkward. Use it appropriately to

describe ongoing actions, not every past event.

Practical Tips for Mastering Past Tense Exercises

Practice regularly: Consistent exercises improve recall and accuracy.

Use flashcards: Create flashcards with base verbs on one side and past tense forms on the

other.

Read extensively: Exposure to well-written texts helps internalize correct verb forms.

Write sentences: Compose your own sentences using "yesterday" to describe past events.

Seek feedback: Have teachers or peer learners review your work to identify and correct

mistakes.



Conclusion

The exercise of completing sentences by writing the correct form of the verb indicated in parentheses,
especially with the prompt "Yesterday," is a vital component of learning English tense structures. It
enhances understanding of how to narrate past events accurately and fluently. By understanding the
different past tense forms, following systematic guidelines, and practicing regularly, learners can
significantly improve their grammatical skills. Remember, mastery of verb tenses not only improves

writing and speaking but also boosts overall confidence in using English effectively.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Exercise 19

The main focus is to complete each sentence by writing the correct form of the verb indicated in

parentheses, using the past tense 'Yesterday'.

Why is the word 'Yesterday' important in this exercise?

Because it indicates that all sentences should be completed using the past tense form of the verbs.

What types of verbs are typically used in this exercise?

Regular and irregular verbs in their past tense form.

How can learners improve their accuracy in completing these
sentences?

By reviewing past tense forms of common verbs and paying attention to irregular verb forms.



Is this exercise suitable for beginner, intermediate, or advanced
learners?

It is most suitable for beginner to intermediate learners who are practicing past tense verb forms.

Can you give an example sentence for this exercise?

Yes, for example: 'She (go) to the market yesterday.' The correct answer is 'went'.

What grammatical rule is reinforced through this exercise?

The correct use of past tense verb forms in sentences referring to past events.

Are there any common mistakes students make in this exercise?

Yes, students may use the present tense instead of the past tense or choose the wrong irregular past

form.

How can teachers effectively assess students’ understanding of this
exercise?

By reviewing completed sentences to ensure correct verb forms and providing feedback on errors.

What is the benefit of practicing exercises like this regularly?

They help students improve their verb tense accuracy and develop better overall language skills.

Additional Resources
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Understanding and mastering verb forms is a fundamental aspect of mastering the English language.
This exercise, which involves completing sentences with the correct verb form based on the provided
verb in parentheses, is an excellent way to reinforce tense usage, aspect, and grammatical

consistency. The keyword here is "Yesterday," which indicates that the sentences should primarily be
in the past tense, specifically the simple past tense, but understanding the broader context and other

verb forms is essential for comprehensive mastery.

In this detailed review, we will explore the significance of verb tense consistency, the types of verbs
involved, common pitfalls, strategies for correct tense application, and practical examples to illustrate
these concepts. Our goal is to provide an in-depth understanding that will help learners confidently

complete sentences correctly and improve their overall grammatical accuracy.

The Importance of Verb Tense in English Grammar

Verb tense plays a crucial role in conveying the timing of actions, states, or events within a sentence.
Correct tense usage provides clarity, precision, and coherence in communication. When sentences
involve specific time markers like "Yesterday," it becomes even more critical to match the verb form

appropriately.
Why is tense consistency important?

- Clarity of action timing: Correct tense ensures the listener or reader understands when an action took
place.

- Grammatical correctness: Proper tense usage is fundamental to grammatical accuracy and is often a
key criterion in language assessments.

- Narrative flow: Consistent tense usage helps maintain smooth storytelling or description, especially in

recounting past events.



Tenses most commonly associated with "Yesterday"

Given the temporal marker "Yesterday," the primary tense used is the simple past tense. However,

other forms such as past continuous, past perfect, or past perfect continuous may also be relevant

depending on the context of the sentence.

Understanding Verb Forms in the Context of "'Yesterday"

When the sentence includes the word "Yesterday," it generally signals that the verb should be in the

simple past tense (e.g., walked, went, saw). This tense indicates that the action was completed at a

specific point in the past.

Typical verb forms associated with "Yesterday"

1. Simple Past Tense
- Regular verbs: verb + -ed (e.g., played, watched, finished)

- Irregular verbs: various forms (e.g., went, saw, took)

2. Past Continuous Tense
- Was/were + verb + -ing (e.g., was playing, were watching)

- Used to describe ongoing past actions, often overlapping with other events.

3. Past Perfect Tense
- Had + past participle (e.g., had eaten, had gone)

- Used to describe an action completed before another past action.

4. Past Perfect Continuous

- Had been + verb + -ing (e.g., had been working)



- Emphasizes the duration of an ongoing action before another past event.
Which form is most appropriate with "Yesterday"?
Most frequently, sentences with "Yesterday" require the simple past tense because it describes a

completed action in the past. However, depending on the context, other forms may be suitable,

especially in narrative or descriptive sentences.

Common Challenges in Completing Sentences with Correct

Verb Forms

1. Confusing Regular and Irregular Verbs
Many learners struggle to accurately change irregular verbs into their past tense forms. For example:

- Regular verb: play [l played

- Irregular verb: go I:l went

Misapplication can lead to errors such as "goed" instead of "went" or "played" instead of "played,"

which are common mistakes.
2. Misidentifying the Correct Tense

Sometimes, learners may incorrectly apply present tense forms or other tenses when "Yesterday"

clearly indicates the past. For instance:

- Incorrect: "l go to the park yesterday."



- Correct: "l went to the park yesterday."
3. Ignoring Contextual Clues

Contextual clues like "Yesterday" provide essential hints. Failing to recognize these clues can result in

tense mismatches.
4. Overusing Continuous or Perfect Forms

While past continuous and past perfect are grammatically correct in certain contexts, many sentences

with "Yesterday" should be in simple past unless the sentence emphasizes duration or sequence.

Strategies for Correctly Completing Sentences Based on

"Yesterday"

1. Focus on the Temporal Marker

Always identify the time indicator in the sentence—here, "Yesterday"—and determine the appropriate

tense based on it.
2. Recall Regular and Irregular Past Forms

- Regular verbs: add -ed (e.g., talk D talked)

- Irregular verbs: memorize common past forms (e.g., see D saw, eat I:l ate)

3. Use Context to Select the Correct Verb Form



Consider whether the sentence describes an action completed in the past (simple past), ongoing

action (past continuous), or a sequence of events (past perfect).

4. Practice with Common Verbs

Familiarity with frequently used verbs and their past forms will improve accuracy.
5. Double-Check Verb Agreement and Form

Ensure that the verb form aligns with the subject and the tense dictated by "Yesterday."

Practical Examples and Their Explanation

Below are sample sentences with blank spaces and the indicated verb in parentheses. The goal is to

write the correct form based on "Yesterday."

Example 1:
Sentence: She (arrive) early yesterday morning.
Answer: arrived

Explanation: Since "yesterday" indicates a completed past action, the simple past tense "arrived" fits.

Example 2:
Sentence: They (not / see) the movie yesterday.

Answer: did not see / didn’t see



Explanation: The negative form of the past tense is used here, with "see" becoming "saw" in

affirmative, and "did not see" in negative.

Example 3:
Sentence: We (eat) dinner at 7 pm yesterday.
Answer: ate

Explanation: The action was completed at a specific time, so simple past "ate" is appropriate.

Example 4:
Sentence: | (study) all night yesterday.
Answer: studied

Explanation: Regular verb "study" becomes "studied" in past tense.

Example 5:
Sentence: The children (play) in the park all afternoon yesterday.
Answer: played

Explanation: The activity was ongoing but completed in the past, so simple past "played” is suitable.

Example 6:
Sentence: He (write) a letter to his friend yesterday.
Answer: wrote

Explanation: "Write" is an irregular verb, with "wrote" as its past form.



Example 7:
Sentence: The team (win) the match yesterday.
Answer: won

Explanation: "Win" becomes "won" in past tense.

Example 8:
Sentence: | (not / go) to the party yesterday because | was sick.
Answer: did not go / didn’t go

Explanation: Past tense form of "go" is "went," but in negative form, it becomes "did not go.'

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

1. Using Present Tense with "Yesterday"

- Mistake: "l go to the market yesterday."
- Correction: "l went to the market yesterday."

- Tip: Remember that "Yesterday" always calls for a past tense.
2. Incorrect Irregular Verb Forms
- Mistake: "She buyed a new car yesterday."

- Correction: "She bought a new car yesterday."

- Tip: Memorize irregular verb forms; "buy" [l "bought."



3. Overlooking Negative and Interrogative Forms

- Mistake: "Did you saw the movie yesterday?"
- Correction: "Did you see the movie yesterday?"

- Tip: When using "did," the verb remains in base form.
4. Confusing Past Continuous with Simple Past

- Mistake: "l was playing football yesterday." (correct if emphasizing ongoing activity)
- Note: This is correct if the context involves describing an ongoing action. However, if the sentence

aims to state a completed action, simple past is preferred.

Additional Tips for Mastering Verb Forms with "Yesterday"

- Create a list of common irregular verbs: Regularly review and memorize their past forms.

- Practice with timelines: Visualize timelines to understand the sequence of past events.

- Engage in exercises: Regularly complete sentences with missing verb forms to reinforce learning.
- Read extensively: Exposure to correctly written narratives helps internalize correct tense usage.

- Use grammar checkers: Tools can help identify tense errors during writing practice.

Extended Practice: Creating Your Own Sentences

To deepen understanding, try constructing your own sentences using "Yesterday" as a time marker.

Focus on applying the correct verb form and ensuring grammatical accuracy.
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