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Exercise 1 Underline The Correct Word In Each Sentence. The Tornado That Hit Illinois In 1925 Must Of
been one of the most devastating natural disasters in the state's history. This exercise aims to improve your
understanding of proper word usage, particularly focusing on common grammatical errors related to
contractions, modal verbs, and word choice. In this article, we will explore the historical significance of the
1925 Illinois tornado, delve into the importance of correct language usage, and provide comprehensive
guidance on how to choose the correct words in similar sentences.

The Historical Context of the 1925 Illinois Tornado

The Devastation Caused by the Tornado
The tornado that struck Illinois in 1925 was a catastrophic event, leaving a trail of destruction across several
towns and communities. It is estimated to have been an F4 tornado, with wind speeds exceeding 200 miles
per hour. The tornado caused extensive damage, destroying homes, businesses, and agricultural lands, and
tragically resulted in numerous fatalities.

The Impact on Illinois Communities
The disaster underscored the need for improved weather forecasting and community preparedness. Many
residents lost everything they owned, and the recovery process took years. The event remains a significant
part of Illinois history and serves as a reminder of the power of nature.

Understanding the Importance of Correct Word Usage

Common Grammatical Errors in English
English language learners and native speakers alike often make mistakes related to contractions, modal
verbs, and word choice. Some frequent errors include:



Confusing "must of" with "must have"

Misusing contractions like "it's" vs. "its"

Incorrectly choosing between "there," "their," and "they're"

The Focus on Modal Verbs and Contractions
Modal verbs such as "must," "should," "could," and "would" are essential for expressing necessity, possibility,
or obligation. Proper usage of these verbs often involves contractions or correct phrase structures. For
example, "must of" is a common mistake where the correct form should be "must have" because "must" is a
modal verb that pairs with the auxiliary "have" in perfect constructions.

Common Mistakes and How to Correct Them

The Incorrect Use of "Must Of"
Many people write or say "must of" instead of "must have." This mistake occurs because the phrase
"must've" sounds like "must of" when spoken quickly, leading to incorrect spelling in writing.

Correct Usage:
- I must have forgotten my keys.
- She must have been tired after the long journey.
- They must have already left when we arrived.

Why is "must of" wrong?
"Must of" is a misspelling rooted in pronunciation. The phrase "must've" is a contraction of "must have," and
the correct written form is "must have." Using "of" instead of "have" is grammatically incorrect because "of"
is a preposition, not part of the modal perfect construction.

Understanding Modal Verb Contractions
Modal verbs are often contracted in informal speech and writing:
- "Must've" = "Must have"
- "Should've" = "Should have"
- "Could've" = "Could have"

However, in formal writing, it's better to avoid contractions altogether.



Practical Examples and Exercises

Sample Sentences for Practice
Below are some sentences with choices to be underlined. Select the correct word or phrase to complete
each sentence.

The tornado that hit Illinois in 1925 must of / must have caused widespread destruction.1.

They could of / could have prevented the damage if they had acted sooner.2.

She should of / should have known about the weather forecast.3.

He might of / might have forgotten to lock the door.4.

We would of / would have gone to the shelter if we had more warning.5.

Answers and Explanations
1. must have — Correct because "must" is a modal verb requiring "have" in the perfect tense.
2. could have — Correct for expressing possibility in past.
3. should have — Correct for expressing obligation or expectation.
4. might have — Correct for expressing possibility.
5. would have — Correct for expressing a hypothetical situation.

Tips for Correct Word Usage

Remember the Difference Between "Have" and "Of"
- Use "have" when forming perfect tenses or modal verb constructions.
- Use "of" as a preposition, such as in "a piece of cake."

Focus on Context
Always consider the sentence's meaning. If you're expressing obligation, possibility, or necessity, and



you're using a modal verb, the correct form involves "have" (e.g., must have, should have).

Practice Makes Perfect
Regularly practicing grammar exercises helps internalize correct usage. Reading well-edited texts also
improves understanding.

The Importance of Accurate Language in Historical and
Technical Writing

Why Correct Language Matters
Accurate language use ensures clarity, professionalism, and credibility. When discussing historical events
like the 1925 Illinois tornado, precise language helps convey facts accurately and preserves the integrity of
the information.

Implications for Education and Communication
Educational materials, journalistic reports, and technical documentation rely on correct grammar and word
choice. Mistakes like "must of" can undermine the perceived reliability of the information.

Conclusion

Understanding and correctly applying grammar rules related to modal verbs, contractions, and word choice
are essential skills for effective communication. The phrase "must of" is a common mistake that can be easily
corrected by remembering to use "must have" in formal and correct English. By practicing exercises,
paying attention to context, and reviewing fundamental grammar rules, learners can significantly improve
their language skills.

As we reflect on the tragic yet instructive event of the 1925 Illinois tornado, it is also a reminder of the
importance of precise language—whether in describing historical disasters or in everyday communication.
Clear, correct language fosters better understanding and helps ensure that vital information is conveyed
accurately.

---

Note: To continually improve your language skills, consider engaging with grammar exercises, reading



widely, and seeking feedback from language experts or teachers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main grammatical focus of Exercise 1?
It focuses on underlining the correct word in each sentence.

What is the correct form of 'must of' in the sentence about the tornado?
The correct form is 'must have'.

Why is it important to underline the correct word in sentences?
Underlining helps identify the correct choice and improves understanding of grammar and vocabulary.

What common mistake is made with 'must of'?
People often mistakenly write 'must of' instead of the correct 'must have'.

How can students improve their understanding of modal verb
contractions?
By practicing exercises that require choosing the correct form, like 'must have' instead of 'must of'.

What historical event is referenced in the sentence?
The tornado that hit Illinois in 1925.

What is the significance of the tornado in Illinois in 1925?
It was a major weather event, and understanding its context can help in learning about history and
grammar.

How does correcting 'must of' to 'must have' improve sentence accuracy?
It ensures proper grammatical structure and clarity in the sentence.



Additional Resources
Exercise 1: Underline The Correct Word In Each Sentence — An In-Depth Examination of Its Educational
Value and Effectiveness

---

Introduction: The Power of Contextual Grammar Exercises in
Education

In the realm of language learning, especially in mastering the intricacies of grammar, exercises that
promote active engagement and critical thinking are invaluable. Among these, fill-in-the-blank
exercises—particularly those requiring students to choose the correct word—are widely used. They serve
as both diagnostic tools and reinforcement activities, helping learners internalize grammatical rules in
context.

One such exercise, famously known as "Underline The Correct Word In Each Sentence," challenges
students to discern the proper choice based on syntax, semantics, and contextual clues. Its popularity stems
from its straightforward format and its capacity to reinforce understanding of complex grammatical
concepts, such as subject-verb agreement, tense consistency, and proper use of modifiers.

This article explores the educational significance of this exercise, analyzes its structure, offers expert
insights into its implementation, and evaluates its effectiveness in fostering grammatical competence. Using
the phrase "The tornado that hit Illinois in 1925 must of" as a case study—an intentionally flawed sentence
used in such exercises—we'll delve into the nuances of instruction and correction strategies.

---

Understanding the Exercise: Structure and Purpose

What Is the Exercise About?

At its core, the exercise is designed to test and improve students’ understanding of specific grammatical
choices. Typically presented as a series of sentences with one or more blanks, students are asked to
underline the correct word or phrase from a pair or set of options. For example:

- The tornado that hit Illinois in 1925 must of / must have caused extensive damage.



- She should of / should have arrived earlier to catch the beginning of the lecture.

In the provided phrase—"The tornado that hit Illinois in 1925 must of"—students are expected to identify
the correct form of the modal verb phrase, which is "must have" rather than "must of." This specific
correction exemplifies common grammatical errors, such as confusing "must of" with "must have," which is
often heard in informal speech but is grammatically incorrect.

Educational Objectives

The primary goals of this exercise include:

- Reinforcing correct verb forms and modal auxiliary usage.
- Developing the ability to recognize and correct common grammatical errors.
- Encouraging attention to detail and contextual clues within sentences.
- Building confidence in editing and proofreading skills.

By engaging with these exercises, learners internalize grammatical rules more effectively than through
passive memorization alone. The act of choosing and underlining the correct word fosters active cognition,
which is more likely to result in long-term mastery.

---

Analyzing the Sentence: "The tornado that hit Illinois in 1925
must of"

Identifying the Error

The phrase "must of" is a common grammatical mistake rooted in pronunciation and informal speech. The
correct form is "must have," which is a modal verb construction indicating deduction or obligation. When
spoken quickly, "must have" often sounds like "must of," leading to this mistake.

Why is "must of" incorrect?

- "Must" is a modal auxiliary verb that is always followed by the base form of the main verb, in this case,
"have."
- The phrase "must have" functions as a modal perfect construction, used to express deduction in the past:
e.g., "It must have rained last night."



- "Must of" is a nonstandard, colloquial substitution that is grammatically incorrect in formal writing.

Correct Version and Explanation

The correct sentence should be:

The tornado that hit Illinois in 1925 must have caused significant destruction.

Here, "must have" is a modal perfect construction, indicating a logical deduction about the past event. This
correction exemplifies the importance of understanding modal verb structures and their proper usage.

Implications for Learners

Recognizing this common error helps students:

- Distinguish between formal and colloquial speech.
- Internalize the correct grammatical structure.
- Improve their writing precision, especially in academic or professional contexts.

---

Implementing the Exercise: Best Practices and Strategies

Designing Effectively

To maximize the educational impact, the exercise should be thoughtfully designed:

- Use sentences that are relevant and contextually rich to engage learners.
- Incorporate a variety of grammatical points, including verb tenses, subject-verb agreement, prepositions,
and modal verbs.
- Present options that are plausible to challenge students' understanding.

Example list of sentences:

1. She should of / should have called earlier.
2. The committee was / were responsible for the decision.



3. They have / has been waiting for over an hour.
4. He go / goes to the gym every morning.
5. The data is / are inconclusive.

Guidance for Instructors

- Emphasize the reasoning behind each choice, not just the correct answer.
- Encourage students to explain their selections to deepen understanding.
- Incorporate peer review or group discussions to foster collaborative learning.
- Provide immediate feedback and clarifications.

Assessing Effectiveness

- Track students’ accuracy over multiple exercises to identify persistent errors.
- Use formative assessments to adapt instruction.
- Encourage self-correction and reflection on mistakes.

---

The Broader Educational Significance

Building a Strong Foundation

Exercises like "Underline The Correct Word" serve as building blocks for advanced language proficiency.
Mastery of basic grammatical structures underpins effective communication, academic success, and
professional credibility.

Key benefits include:

- Enhancing editing skills.
- Promoting grammatical awareness.
- Supporting language fluency.



Addressing Common Challenges

Many learners struggle with subtle grammatical distinctions—such as "must of" vs. "must have," "their" vs.
"there," and "it's" vs. "its." These exercises help address such pitfalls systematically.

Adapting for Diverse Learners

- For beginners, focus on fundamental choices.
- For advanced learners, incorporate complex sentence structures.
- Use multimedia and interactive tools to increase engagement.

---

Conclusion: The Value of Active Grammar Practice

The exercise of "Underline The Correct Word In Each Sentence," exemplified by correcting "must of" to
"must have," exemplifies a practical, effective approach to mastering grammar. Its active engagement
format promotes critical thinking, error recognition, and internalization of rules. When thoughtfully
implemented, it transforms passive learning into an interactive process that significantly enhances linguistic
competence.

In the broader context of language education, such exercises are essential tools that lay the groundwork for
clear, correct, and confident communication. They serve as stepping stones toward mastery, ultimately
empowering learners to navigate the complexities of English grammar with accuracy and ease.

Final thoughts: Integrating these exercises into a comprehensive curriculum, supplemented with
explanations, contextual examples, and instructor feedback, maximizes their educational potential. Whether
used as warm-up activities, formative assessments, or review tasks, they are a staple in the arsenal of
effective language instruction.
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