Exercise 2 Draw A Line Under The
Subject. Then Write The Form Of The
Verb In Parentheses That Agrees

Exercise 2 Draw A Line Under The Subject. Then Write The Form Of The Verb In
Parentheses That Agrees

Understanding and mastering verb agreement is a fundamental aspect of
effective English grammar. The exercise titled "Draw a Line Under the
Subject. Then Write the Form of the Verb in Parentheses That Agrees" is
designed to help learners identify the correct subject-verb pairings within
sentences. This practice not only enhances grammatical accuracy but also
improves overall writing clarity. In this comprehensive guide, we will
explore the importance of subject-verb agreement, step-by-step instructions
for completing this exercise, common challenges faced by learners, and
practical tips to master this crucial grammar skill.

Understanding the Importance of Subject-Verb
Agreement

What Is Subject-Verb Agreement?

Subject-verb agreement refers to the grammatical rule that the subject and
the verb in a sentence must agree in number. This means:

- Singular subjects take singular verbs.

- Plural subjects take plural verbs.

For example:
- The dog barks loudly. (Singular subject and singular verb)
- The dogs bark loudly. (Plural subject and plural verb)

Why Is It Essential?

Proper subject-verb agreement ensures clarity and correctness in
communication. It helps the reader understand who or what is performing the
action. Errors in agreement can lead to confusion or misinterpretation of the
message.



Common Errors in Subject-Verb Agreement

- Using a singular verb with a plural subject, or vice versa.
- Confusing collective nouns as singular or plural.
- Ignoring intervening phrases that may distract from the true subject.

Step-by-Step Guide to Completing the Exercise

Step 1: Identify the Subject

The first step in this exercise is to carefully read the sentence and
underline or draw a line under the subject. The subject is the person, place,
thing, or idea that the sentence is about.

Step 2: Determine the Number of the Subject

Once the subject is identified, determine whether it is singular or plural:
- Singular subjects often refer to one person, place, thing, or idea.
- Plural subjects refer to more than one.

Step 3: Choose the Correct Verb Form

In parentheses, you will find the base form of the verb. Your task is to
write the correct form that agrees with the subject's number.

Examples:

- The cat (sit) on the mat.
Subject: The cat (singular)
Correct verb form: sits

Sentence: The cat sits on the mat.

- The students (study) diligently.
Subject: The students (plural)

Correct verb form: study

Sentence: The students study diligently.

Step 4: Write the Correct Verb

After identifying the appropriate verb form, write it in the blank or
alongside the sentence, completing the exercise.



Examples of Subject-Verb Agreement Exercises

Sample Sentences with Instructions

Below are example sentences illustrating how to draw a line under the subject
and select the correct verb form.

1. The teacher (give) the students homework.

2. The flowers (bloom) beautifully in spring.

3. My brother and I (go) to the market every Saturday.
4. The team (win) the championship last year.

5. Neither of the boys (know) the answer.

6. The news (be) surprising to everyone.

7. Each of the students (have) a notebook.

8. The books on the shelf (belong) to Sarah.

9. The group of friends (decide) to go hiking.

10. The evidence (suggest) that he is innocent.

Common Challenges in Subject-Verb Agreement and
How to Overcome Them

1. Confusing Singular and Plural Subjects

Many learners struggle to identify whether a subject is singular or plural,
especially with collective nouns or compound subjects.

Tip:
- Remember that words like everyone, each, neither, either, someone, anyone,
and nobody are singular and take singular verbs.

2. Intervening Phrases or Clauses

Sometimes, phrases between the subject and verb can distract or mislead the
learner about the true subject.

Example:

- The bouquet of flowers sits on the table.
Intervening phrase: of flowers

Subject: The bouquet (singular)

Tip:
- Focus on the main subject outside the phrase.



3. Collective Nouns

Depending on context, collective nouns can be singular or plural.

Examples:
- The team is winning. (singular, as a unit)
- The team are arguing among themselves. (plural, as individual members)

Tip:

- Use context to determine agreement; generally, treat as singular unless
emphasizing individual members.

4. Indefinite Pronouns

Pronouns like everyone, each, anyone, someone are singular.

Practical Tips for Mastering Subject-Verb
Agreement

e Always identify the subject first before choosing the verb.

e Watch out for words that come between the subject and verb; they usually
don’t affect agreement.

Learn the list of common irregular verbs and their forms.

Practice with different sentence structures regularly.

Read extensively to see proper subject-verb agreement in context.

Use grammar check tools or exercises to self-assess your understanding.

Additional Practice Exercises

Exercise 1: Fill in the blank with the correct verb



form

The dog (chase) the cat around the yard.

My friends (plan) to visit next weekend.

Each of the students (submit) their assignment on time.
The children (play) in the park after school.

The committee (decide) on the new policy.
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Exercise 2: Correct the errors in the following
sentences

- The list of items are on the table.

- Neither of the boys know the answer.

- The news are exciting today.

- The team are practicing their skills.

- Everyone have completed their homework.

Conclusion: Mastering the Art of Subject-Verb
Agreement

Mastering subject-verb agreement is essential for clear and correct English
communication. The exercise of drawing a line under the subject and writing
the matching verb form is a practical way to develop this skill. By
understanding the rules, practicing regularly, and paying attention to common
pitfalls, learners can significantly improve their grammatical accuracy.
Remember, consistent practice and awareness are key to internalizing these
rules, leading to more confident and effective writing and speaking in
English.

Final Tips for Success

- Always double-check your sentences after completion.

- Read your sentences aloud to hear if they sound correct.

- Engage in diverse grammar exercises to reinforce learning.

- Seek feedback from teachers or language partners to improve.

By following these guidelines and dedicating time to practice, you'll develop
a strong grasp of subject-verb agreement, an indispensable component of
proficient English grammar.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main goal of Exercise 2 in grammar
practice?

The main goal is to draw a line under the subject and then write the correct
form of the verb in parentheses that agrees with the subject.

How do you identify the subject in a sentence for
this exercise?

You identify the subject by finding the noun or pronoun that the sentence is
about, which is usually before the verb.

Why is it important to match the verb form with the
subject?

Matching the verb form with the subject ensures grammatical correctness and
clarity in the sentence.

Can you provide an example of how to complete this
exercise?

Sure! For example: 'The cat (sleep) on the sofa.' After drawing a line under
'The cat,' you write 'sleeps' as the correct verb form.

What are common mistakes to avoid when doing this
exercise?

Common mistakes include mismatching singular and plural subjects with the
wrong verb form, or forgetting to change the verb according to the subject's
number.

Is this exercise suitable for beginner or advanced
learners?

This exercise is suitable for beginners to intermediate learners who are
practicing subject-verb agreement.

How can practicing this exercise improve overall
language skills?

Practicing this exercise helps improve understanding of grammar rules,
sentence structure, and enhances writing accuracy.



Additional Resources

Mastering Subject-Verb Agreement Through Exercise 2: Draw a Line Under the
Subject and Write the Correct Verb Form

Introduction: The Importance of Subject-Verb
Agreement in English Grammar

In the realm of English language mastery, one of the foundational pillars is
understanding and applying correct subject-verb agreement. This grammatical
rule ensures that sentences are clear, precise, and grammatically correct.
Whether you're a student striving to excel in language arts, a professional
aiming to polish your writing skills, or an educator seeking effective
teaching strategies, mastering subject-verb agreement is essential.

Among the numerous exercises designed to reinforce this rule, Exercise 2:
Draw a line under the subject and then write the form of the verb in
parentheses that agrees stands out as a practical, engaging, and effective
method. This exercise emphasizes identifying the core subject within a
sentence and selecting the appropriate verb form, thus strengthening one's
grammatical intuition and accuracy.

In this article, we will explore this exercise in depth, analyze its
components, discuss its pedagogical value, and provide guidance on how to
utilize it effectively for improved grammatical competence.

Understanding the Exercise: A Breakdown of Its
Components

The Core Concept: Drawing a Line Under the Subject

The first step in this exercise involves visually isolating the subject of
the sentence by drawing a line beneath it. This act of underlining serves
multiple pedagogical functions:

- Focus and Identification: It forces the learner to actively identify the
subject, which is the noun or pronoun that performs the action or is
described in the sentence.

- Visual Reinforcement: The physical act of underlining cements the subject's



role in the sentence structure.

- Preparation for Agreement: Recognizing the subject correctly is essential
before choosing the correct verb form.

Example:

> The dog (bark) loudly every morning.

Step 1: Draw a line under "The dog."

> The dog bark Tloudly every morning.

Step 2: Write the correct form of the verb in parentheses that agrees with
the subject.

The Second Part: Writing the Correct Verb Form in
Parentheses

After identifying the subject, the next step involves selecting and writing
the correct verb form that agrees with that subject. This component demands
understanding of:

- Singular vs. plural subjects

- The presence of auxiliary verbs

- Verb tense consistency

- Special cases such as indefinite pronouns or compound subjects

This step refines the learner’s ability to analyze grammatical structures and
choose the appropriate form, reinforcing their understanding of subject-verb
agreement rules.

Example continuation:

> The dog bark loudly every morning.

Here, since "dog" is singular, the correct form is "barks."

> The dogs bark loudly every morning.

Since "dogs" is plural, the verb remains "bark."



Pedagogical Significance of the Exercise

Enhancing Grammatical Awareness

This exercise cultivates a keen awareness of sentence components. By actively
identifying the subject, learners develop a habit of scrutinizing sentence
structures rather than passively reading.

Developing Correct Verb Usage

Choosing the correct verb form based on the subject's number and person
enhances accuracy in writing and speaking. It also prepares students for more
complex grammatical tasks, such as tense agreement and modal verb usage.

Building Confidence and Precision

Repeated practice with this exercise builds confidence, especially for
learners who struggle with subject-verb agreement. The visual cue of
underlining helps internalize the grammatical rule, leading to more precise
language use.

Facilitating Self-Correction and Feedback

This activity encourages self-checking. Once the student writes the verb
form, they can verify its correctness by considering the subject's number and
person, fostering independent learning.

Effective Strategies for Implementing the
Exercise

Step-by-Step Approach

1. Read the Sentence Carefully: Encourage slow, attentive reading to grasp
the sentence's meaning.

2. Identify the Subject: Look for the noun or pronoun that performs the
action or is described.



3. Draw a Line Under the Subject: Use a pen or pencil to underline the
subject clearly.

4. Determine the Correct Verb Form: Based on the subject's number, person,
and tense, select the appropriate verb form.

5. Write the Verb in Parentheses: Place the correct form in parentheses after
the sentence.

6. Review and Correct: Cross-check the agreement, and revise if necessary.

Tips for Effective Practice

- Start with Simple Sentences: Gradually introduce more complex structures.
- Use Visual Aids: Color-coding subjects and verbs can aid understanding.

- Incorporate Real-Life Contexts: Use sentences relevant to learners'
experiences.

- Provide Immediate Feedback: Correct mistakes promptly to reinforce
learning.

- Progress to Compound and Complex Sentences: Challenge learners with varied
sentence structures.

Sample Practice Sentences

- The cat  (sleep) all day.

- My friends @ (enjoy) the concert last night.
- Neither of the options @ (seem) suitable.

- The team (win) the championship every year.

- A bouquet of roses  (smell) wonderful.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Confusing Compound Subjects

Example: The teacher and the student = (prepare) for the exam.
Solution: Underline the entire compound subject, then determine if the

subject is singular or plural. Here, "The teacher and the student" is a
plural subject; thus, use "prepare."

Indefinite Pronouns as Subjects



Example: Everyone (know) the answer.

Solution: Recognize that some indefinite pronouns are singular, requiring
singular verb forms. "Everyone" takes "knows."

Subjects Separated from Verbs by Modifiers

Example: The books on the shelf  (belong) to the library.

Solution: Identify "The books" as the subject, ignoring prepositional
phrases.

Complex Sentences with Multiple Clauses

Example: The cake, as well as the cookies, @ (be) ready.

Solution: Focus on the subject "The cake" (singular), so the verb is "is."

Advanced Applications and Variations of the
Exercise

Beyond simple sentences, this exercise can be adapted to enhance various
grammatical skills:

- Tense Agreement: Include sentences requiring present, past, or future tense
verb forms.

- Modal Verbs: Incorporate sentences with modal verbs like can, should,
might, requiring learners to select the correct form.

- Passive Voice: Practice identifying subjects in passive sentences.

- Negatives and Questions: Form sentences that challenge students to identify
subjects in negative or interrogative structures.

Conclusion: The Value of This Exercise in
Language Mastery

Exercise 2: Draw a line under the subject and then write the form of the verb
in parentheses that agrees is not merely a classroom task; it is a vital tool



for developing grammatical precision and confidence in English. Its
simplicity belies its effectiveness, as it encourages active engagement,
critical thinking, and meticulous analysis of sentence structures.

By consistently practicing this exercise, learners cultivate an intuitive
understanding of subject-verb agreement, which is transferable to all facets
of language use—from writing essays to engaging in conversations. For
educators, integrating this activity into curricula offers a structured,
straightforward method to reinforce one of the most essential grammatical
rules.

In the end, mastery of this exercise paves the way for clearer, more accurate
communication, serving as a stepping stone toward linguistic proficiency and
fluency. Whether you're a beginner or an advanced learner, embracing the
discipline of drawing lines under your subjects and selecting the correct
verb forms will significantly elevate your command of English grammar.
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