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Understanding how to identify and underline subordinate clauses in sentences is a fundamental skill
for improving your grammar and writing clarity. This exercise enhances your ability to recognize
complex sentence structures, which often include subordinate clauses that add additional
information, context, or details. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore the concept of
subordinate clauses thoroughly, provide practical exercises, and explain how to distinguish them
from main clauses. Whether you're a student aiming to improve your language skills or a writer
seeking to craft more sophisticated sentences, mastering subordinate clauses is essential.

What Is a Subordinate Clause?

Before diving into exercises, it’s important to understand what a subordinate clause is. A
subordinate clause, also known as a dependent clause, is a group of words that contains a subject
and a verb but cannot stand alone as a complete sentence. It depends on the main clause to provide
full meaning.

Characteristics of subordinate clauses:

- It begins with a subordinating conjunction (e.g., although, because, since, if, when, while).
- It contains a subject and a verb.

- It cannot stand alone as a complete thought.

- It provides additional information about the main clause.

Examples:

- Although she was tired, she finished her homework.

- Because it was raining, we stayed indoors.

- If you study hard, you will pass the exam.

In each of these examples, the italicized part is the subordinate clause, which cannot function
independently and is linked to the main clause.

Common Subordinating Conjunctions

Recognizing subordinate clauses often starts with identifying the subordinating conjunction. Here is
a list of common subordinating conjunctions:



e Although
e Because
e Since

o If

e When

e While

e Though
e Though
e Unless
e Until

e After
 Before
e As

e Where

e Wherever

Understanding these conjunctions helps in pinpointing subordinate clauses within sentences.

How to Identify and Underline the Subordinate Clause

The goal of this exercise is to identify the subordinate clause in each sentence and underline it.
Here’s a step-by-step process:

Step 1: Find the subordinating conjunction

Look for words like although, because, if, when, etc., that introduce incomplete ideas.

Step 2: Identify the subject and verb within the clause



following the conjunction

Ensure that the clause contains a subject and a verb.

Step 3: Confirm that the clause cannot stand alone as a
complete sentence

It should not make sense if separated from the main clause.

Step 4: Underline the subordinate clause

Once identified, underline that part of the sentence to complete the exercise.

Practical Exercises and Examples

Let’s practice with some example sentences. For each sentence, identify and underline the
subordinate clause, which often begins with a subordinating conjunction.

1. She went to the park although it was raining.

2. We stayed indoors because it was too cold outside.

3. They will leave if the weather improves.

4. T will call you after I arrive at the station.

5. While I was cooking, the phone rang.

6. He didn’t go to the party because he was feeling sick.

7. She studied hard so that she could pass the exam.

8. The children played outside until it got dark.

9. We won't start the meeting until everyone arrives.

10. Although he is young, he has a lot of experience.

Note: In the last example, the subordinate clause is “Although he is young,” which begins with
“Although” and adds contrast to the main idea.



Tips for Effective Underlining of Subordinate Clauses

To excel at this exercise, keep these tips in mind:

¢ Always look for subordinating conjunctions as clues.

e Check if the clause has a subject and a verb.

¢ Ensure the clause cannot stand alone as a complete sentence.

 Practice regularly with different sentence structures to improve recognition skills.

¢ Read sentences aloud to see if the underlined part makes sense on its own—if not, it’s likely
subordinate.

Additional Practice: Creating Your Own Sentences

Now that you understand how to identify subordinate clauses, try constructing your own sentences.
Here are some prompts:

1. Write a sentence with a subordinate clause starting with “because.”

2. Create a sentence with a subordinate clause introduced by “although.”
3. Make a sentence using “if” to introduce a condition.

4. Use “when” to add timing information.

5. Incorporate “while” to show simultaneous actions.

Sample sentences:

- I stayed home because I was feeling unwell.

- Although she was tired, she continued working.
- Call me when you arrive.

- They played outside while it was sunny.

- We will leave if the traffic is heavy.

Practicing creating sentences helps reinforce your understanding of subordinate clauses and their
correct placement.

Why Mastering Subordinate Clauses Is Important

Understanding subordinate clauses enhances your language skills in several ways:

- Improves Sentence Variety: Using subordinate clauses allows for more complex and interesting
sentences.



- Clarifies Relationships: They help express cause, contrast, condition, time, and other relationships
clearly.

- Enhances Writing Skills: Proper use of subordinate clauses results in more sophisticated and
precise writing.

- Aids in Reading Comprehension: Recognizing subordinate clauses improves understanding of
complex texts.

Conclusion

Mastering the identification and underlining of subordinate clauses is a vital step toward becoming a
more proficient communicator and writer. This exercise, “Underline The Subordinate Clause In Each
Sentence,” sharpens your grammatical skills and deepens your understanding of sentence structure.
Remember to look for subordinating conjunctions, verify the presence of a subject and a verb, and
confirm that the clause cannot stand alone. Practice consistently with diverse sentences to gain
confidence. By doing so, you'll significantly improve your writing clarity, reading comprehension,
and overall language mastery.

Keep practicing, and soon identifying subordinate clauses will become second nature!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of Exercise 2 in identifying
subordinate clauses?

The purpose is to help students practice underlining subordinate clauses and distinguish adjectives
and adverbs within sentences.

How do you identify a subordinate clause in a sentence?

A subordinate clause often begins with a subordinating conjunction and cannot stand alone as a
complete sentence, providing additional information about the main clause.

What are common subordinating conjunctions used in
subordinate clauses?

Common subordinating conjunctions include because, although, since, if, when, while, and after.

In the instruction to write 'Adj.' or 'Adv.', what are students
expected to do?

Students are expected to identify and label the adjective or adverb within the subordinate clause in
each sentence.



Why is it important to distinguish between adjectives and
adverbs in subordinate clauses?

Distinguishing between adjectives and adverbs helps clarify how the subordinate clause functions in
the sentence, whether describing a noun or modifying a verb, thereby improving sentence structure
understanding.

Additional Resources
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In the realm of mastering English grammar, understanding the structure and function of subordinate
clauses is essential for crafting clear and sophisticated sentences. The exercise titled "Underline The
Subordinate Clause In Each Sentence. Write Adj. (adjective), Adv. (adverb)" serves as an effective
pedagogical tool to enhance this understanding. By focusing on identifying subordinate clauses and
analyzing their descriptive attributes—adjectives and adverbs—learners can develop a nuanced
appreciation of sentence complexity and grammatical precision. This article provides a
comprehensive exploration of this exercise, delving into the nature of subordinate clauses, practical
strategies for identification, and the significance of adjectives and adverbs within these structures.

Understanding Subordinate Clauses: The Building Blocks of Complex Sentences
What Is a Subordinate Clause?

A subordinate clause, also known as a dependent clause, is a group of words that contains a subject
and a verb but cannot stand alone as a complete sentence. It relies on an independent clause to
provide context and meaning. For example:

- Although she was tired, she continued working.

In this sentence, "Although she was tired" is a subordinate clause that adds additional information
but does not make sense on its own.

Characteristics of Subordinate Clauses

- Dependent Nature: They cannot stand independently.

- Introduced by Subordinators: Words like although, because, since, if, when, while serve as
subordinators that signal the beginning of a subordinate clause.

- Function as Descriptors: They often act as adjectives, adverbs, or nouns within sentences, adding
descriptive or clarifying details.

Types of Subordinate Clauses
1. Adjective Clauses: Modify nouns or pronouns, providing descriptive information.

- The book that you lent me is fascinating.
2. Adverbial Clauses: Modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs, indicating time, place, condition, or



reason.
- She arrived before the meeting started.

3. Noun Clauses: Function as a subject or object within a sentence.
- What he said was surprising.

Understanding these distinctions is fundamental to the exercise, which emphasizes identifying
subordinate clauses and analyzing their descriptive qualities.

The Significance of the Exercise: Developing Grammatical Precision and Analytical Skills
Why Focus on Underlining Subordinate Clauses?

The act of underlining subordinate clauses reinforces the learner's ability to recognize these
structures within complex sentences. This skill is vital for several reasons:

- Enhanced Sentence Construction: Recognizing subordinate clauses enables learners to craft more
elaborate and nuanced sentences.

- Improved Comprehension: It fosters better understanding of how ideas are connected and
elaborated in written text.

- Clearer Writing: Proper identification and use of subordinate clauses contribute to clarity and
coherence in writing.

The Role of Writing Adjectives and Adverbs

Instructing learners to write the adjectives and adverbs associated with subordinate clauses
encourages detailed analysis of how these clauses function. For example:

- In the sentence: The student who studied diligently passed the exam.

- who studied diligently is a subordinate clause modifying "student."
- The adjective "diligently" describes how the studying was done.

By noting adjectives and adverbs within subordinate clauses, learners deepen their understanding of
descriptive language and sentence nuance.

Practical Strategies for Successfully Completing the Exercise
Step 1: Read Each Sentence Carefully

Begin by reading the sentence thoroughly to understand the overall meaning. Pay attention to key
signal words such as although, because, when, which, and that.

Step 2: Identify the Subordinate Clause

Look for the clause that cannot stand alone and is introduced by a subordinating conjunction or a
relative pronoun.



- Common subordinators include:
- although, because, since, if, when, while, whereas, after, before, until, unless

- Relative pronouns include:
- who, whom, whose, which, that

Example:

- She stayed home because it was raining.

Identify: because it was raining as the subordinate clause.
Step 3: Underline the Subordinate Clause

Once identified, underline the entire subordinate clause to visually distinguish it from the main
clause.

Step 4: Determine the Function and Extract Adjectives and Adverbs

Analyze the subordinate clause to find descriptive words—adjectives (which modify nouns) and
adverbs (which modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs).

- Adjectives answer what kind?, which one?, how many?
- Adverbs answer how?, when?, where?, to what extent?

Example:

- The artist who painted the mural is famous.

- Underline: who painted the mural

- Adjective: painted (modifies "the artist")

- Adverbs: None explicitly, but if the clause had quickly or beautifully, those would be adverbs.
- She arrived after the meeting had ended.

- Underline: after the meeting had ended

- Adjective: None

- Adverbs: after (modifies the verb "arrived" indicating time)

Step 5: Write the Adjective and Adverb

Record the adjective(s) and adverb(s) identified within each subordinate clause, enhancing
grammatical awareness.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them
Distinguishing Between Main and Subordinate Clauses

Learners often confuse the main and subordinate clauses, especially in complex sentences. To
mitigate this:



- Look for subordinators and relative pronouns at the beginning of subordinate clauses.
- Check if the clause can stand alone; if not, it's subordinate.

Recognizing Embedded Clauses

Some sentences contain multiple subordinate clauses. Break down sentences into manageable parts,
identify each clause separately, and analyze their functions.

Identifying Descriptive Words

Sometimes, adjectives and adverbs are implied rather than explicitly stated. Practice regularly to
become more comfortable spotting them within clauses.

Significance in Broader Language Skills

Mastering the identification of subordinate clauses and their descriptive elements has broad
implications:

- Enhanced Writing Skills: Enables construction of complex, varied sentences that improve
readability and engagement.

- Advanced Reading Comprehension: Facilitates understanding of nuanced ideas and relationships
within texts.

- Preparation for Formal Exams: Many standardized tests assess knowledge of sentence structures,
making this exercise valuable for test-takers.

Conclusion: Embedding the Exercise into Broader Learning

The exercise "Underline The Subordinate Clause In Each Sentence. Write Adj. (adjective), Adv.
(adverb)" is more than a mere grammatical drill; it is a foundational activity that sharpens analytical
skills and deepens linguistic understanding. By systematically identifying subordinate clauses and
analyzing their descriptive components, learners gain tools to enhance both their writing and
comprehension. Regular practice with this exercise fosters a more nuanced grasp of sentence
complexity, enabling learners to communicate with clarity, precision, and style. Whether used in
classrooms or self-study, this approach cultivates a disciplined, detail-oriented mindset essential for
mastering the intricacies of English grammar.

Exercise 2 Underline The Subordinate Clause In Each
Sentence Write Adj Adjective Adv Adverb

Exercise 2 Underline The Subordinate Clause In Each Sentence Write Adj Adjective Adv Adverb


https://sip.evo9x.com/ma12/exercise-2-underline-the-subordinate-clause-in-each-sentence-write-adj-adjective-adv-adverb.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma12/exercise-2-underline-the-subordinate-clause-in-each-sentence-write-adj-adjective-adv-adverb.pdf

Related Articles

e Hawk Corporation Purchased 50% Of Deacon Corporation's Single Class Of Stock On June 1 Of
This Year.

¢ Green Light Of Wavelength 540 Nm Is Incident On Two Slits That Are Separated By 0.50
Mm.1) Determine

e Consider The Model Of Competitive Insurance Discussed In Lectures (Topic 6.7).Peter Is A
Risk Averse

Back to Home


https://sip.evo9x.com/ma12/hawk-corporation-purchased-50-of-deacon-corporation-s-single-class-of-stock-on-june-1-of-this-year.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma12/hawk-corporation-purchased-50-of-deacon-corporation-s-single-class-of-stock-on-june-1-of-this-year.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma12/green-light-of-wavelength-540-nm-is-incident-on-two-slits-that-are-separated-by-0-50-mm-1-determine.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma12/green-light-of-wavelength-540-nm-is-incident-on-two-slits-that-are-separated-by-0-50-mm-1-determine.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma12/consider-the-model-of-competitive-insurance-discussed-in-lectures-topic-6-7-peter-is-a-risk-averse.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma12/consider-the-model-of-competitive-insurance-discussed-in-lectures-topic-6-7-peter-is-a-risk-averse.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com

