
Find The Word That Acts As Either A Predicate Noun
Or Predicate Adjective In The Sentence. Then Tell

Find The Word That Acts As Either A Predicate Noun Or Predicate Adjective In The Sentence. Then Tell is an
essential skill for mastering English grammar, especially when analyzing sentence structure and understanding
the roles of different words. Recognizing whether a particular word functions as a predicate noun or a
predicate adjective allows writers and readers to interpret sentences more accurately, enhancing both writing
clarity and comprehension. This article explores the definitions, identification techniques, and examples of
predicate nouns and predicate adjectives, helping you improve your grammatical skills and sentence analysis.

---

Understanding the Basics: What Are Predicate Nouns and Predicate
Adjectives?

Before delving into how to find and identify these words, it’s important to understand what predicate nouns
and predicate adjectives are and how they function within sentences.

Predicate Nouns
A predicate noun (also called a predicate nominative) is a noun or pronoun that follows a linking verb and
renames or provides more information about the subject. It essentially equates the subject to the noun or
pronoun in the predicate.

Example:
- The winner is Alice.
Here, Alice is a predicate noun that identifies who the winner is.

Key points:
- Follows a linking verb (such as is, was, were, be, become, seems, etc.).
- Renames or classifies the subject.
- Can be replaced with a pronoun in some cases.

Predicate Adjectives
A predicate adjective is an adjective that follows a linking verb and describes or modifies the subject.

Example:
- The sky was blue.
Here, blue is a predicate adjective describing the sky.

Key points:
- Also follows a linking verb.
- Describes the subject’s condition or qualities.
- Cannot be replaced with a pronoun but can be changed into a noun or other descriptive phrase.

---



How To Identify Predicate Nouns and Predicate Adjectives in
Sentences

Recognizing whether a word is a predicate noun or a predicate adjective involves analyzing the sentence
structure and the role of the word in relation to the subject and the linking verb.

Step 1: Find the Linking Verb
The first step is to locate the linking verb, which connects the subject to the predicate. Common linking verbs
include:
- is, am, are, was, were, be, being, been
- seems, appears, looks, becomes, remains, stays, feels

Example:
- The dog is loyal.
Linking verb: is

Step 2: Identify the Word Following the Linking Verb
Determine whether the word after the linking verb is a noun, pronoun, or adjective.

Example:
- The cake smells delicious.
Word after linking verb: delicious (adjective)

- My brother became a doctor.
Word after linking verb: a doctor (noun phrase, predicate noun)

Step 3: Check if the Word Renames or Describes the Subject
- If it renames the subject (a noun or pronoun), it's a predicate noun.
- If it describes the subject (an adjective), it's a predicate adjective.

Example:
- She is a teacher. (Predicate noun)
- She is happy. (Predicate adjective)

Step 4: Test with Replacement or Rephrasing
- Replace the word with a pronoun to see if it makes sense.
- Rephrase the sentence to see if the word functions as a noun or adjective.

---

Examples and Practice: Finding the Predicate Word

Let's examine several sentences to identify the predicate noun or predicate adjective.



Example 1
- The flowers are beautiful.

Analysis:
- Linking verb: are
- Word after linking verb: beautiful (adjective)
- Conclusion: Predicate adjective

Example 2
- The winner was John.

Analysis:
- Linking verb: was
- Word after linking verb: John (noun)
- Conclusion: Predicate noun

Example 3
- The weather seems cold.

Analysis:
- Linking verb: seems
- Word after linking verb: cold (adjective)
- Conclusion: Predicate adjective

Example 4
- My brother became a teacher.

Analysis:
- Linking verb: became
- Word after linking verb: a teacher (noun phrase)
- Conclusion: Predicate noun

---

Common Linking Verbs and Their Impact on Sentence Structure

Understanding typical linking verbs helps in quickly identifying predicate nouns and adjectives.

List of Common Linking Verbs
- am, is, are, was, were, be, being, been
- become, seem, appear, look, feel, taste, smell, sound, stay, remain, turn, grow

Implication: Words following these verbs are often predicate nouns or adjectives.

---



Tips for Differentiating Between Predicate Nouns and Predicate
Adjectives

- Replace with a pronoun: If the word can be replaced with it or they, it’s likely a predicate noun.
- The winner is she. (Predicate noun: she)
- Check the meaning: Does the word rename the subject or describe it?
- Renaming: He is a teacher. (Predicate noun)
- Describing: He is tall. (Predicate adjective)
- Look for articles or quantifiers: Predicate nouns often have articles (a, an, the) or quantifiers (some, many)
before them.
- She is a doctor. (Predicate noun)
- She is happy. (Predicate adjective)

---

Common Confusions and How to Avoid Them

While identifying predicate nouns and adjectives seems straightforward, some sentences can be tricky due to
ambiguous words or sentence structures.

Ambiguous Words
Some words can function as both nouns and adjectives depending on context, such as light, bright, fast, etc.

Example:
- The light is bright. (Predicate adjective)
- The light is a lamp. (Predicate noun, though less common)

Tip: Focus on the role the word plays in the sentence and its position after the linking verb.

Complex Sentences
In sentences with multiple clauses, identify the main clause's subject and linking verb first to analyze the
predicate part correctly.

---

Practice Exercises for Mastery

Engage with these exercises to test your understanding.

Identify the predicate noun or predicate adjective:1.

The sky looks blue.

My cousin became a singer.

She is excited.



The cake smells sweet.

Replace the predicate noun or predicate adjective with a pronoun or synonym to verify your choice.2.

Create your own sentences using linking verbs and include both predicate nouns and predicate adjectives.3.

---

Conclusion: Enhancing Your Grammar Skills

Mastering the ability to find the word that acts as either a predicate noun or predicate adjective in a sentence
is a valuable skill for anyone looking to improve their understanding of English grammar. By recognizing linking
verbs and analyzing the words that follow them, you can accurately identify whether a word is renaming or
describing the subject. This skill not only improves your sentence analysis but also enhances your writing
clarity and grammatical precision. Practice regularly with different sentences, and soon you'll find it easier to
spot these key components in any text, making your language skills stronger and more confident.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a predicate noun and how does it function in a sentence?

A predicate noun, also known as a predicate nominative, is a noun that follows a linking verb and renames or
identifies the subject of the sentence.

What is a predicate adjective and how is it used in a sentence?

A predicate adjective is an adjective that follows a linking verb and describes or modifies the subject of the
sentence.

How can I identify a word that acts as either a predicate noun or predicate
adjective?

You can identify such words by checking if they follow a linking verb and either rename the subject (predicate
noun) or describe it (predicate adjective). Context and the verb used are key clues.

Can you give an example of a sentence where the same word functions as
both a predicate noun and a predicate adjective?

Yes. For example, in 'She is a teacher' (predicate noun) and 'She is happy' (predicate adjective), 'she' is linked to a
noun or adjective that describes or renames the subject.

What are some common words that can serve as either a predicate noun or
predicate adjective?

Common words include 'doctor', 'teacher', 'happy', 'sad', 'tired', and 'excited', depending on the context and the
linking verb used.



Why is it important to distinguish between predicate nouns and predicate
adjectives?

Distinguishing between them helps clarify sentence structure and meaning, ensuring accurate comprehension and
proper grammatical usage.

How can I practice identifying predicate nouns and predicate adjectives in
sentences?

Practice by analyzing sentences to see which words follow linking verbs and determine if they rename the subject
(noun) or describe it (adjective). Creating sentences and testing different words can also help reinforce the
concept.

Additional Resources
Find The Word That Acts As Either A Predicate Noun Or Predicate Adjective In The Sentence. Then Tell

Understanding the intricacies of sentence structure is fundamental to mastering English grammar. Among these
intricacies, predicate nouns and predicate adjectives serve as crucial components that help us identify and
describe the subject of a sentence more precisely. This comprehensive guide will delve into what predicate nouns
and predicate adjectives are, how to recognize them, their roles within sentences, and strategies for effectively
identifying and explaining them — all under the theme of "Find The Word That Acts As Either A Predicate Noun
Or Predicate Adjective In The Sentence. Then Tell."

---

Introduction to Predicate Nouns and Predicate Adjectives

Before we explore how to find and identify predicate nouns and adjectives, it's essential to understand their
basic definitions and functions within a sentence.

What Is a Predicate Noun?

A predicate noun, also known as a subject complement, is a noun or pronoun that follows a linking verb and
renames or identifies the subject of the sentence.

- Example:
- The winner is John.
- Here, John is a predicate noun that renames the subject The winner.

- Key features:
- Always follows a linking verb (e.g., is, was, seems, becomes).
- Provides more information about the subject.
- Usually a noun or pronoun.

What Is a Predicate Adjective?

A predicate adjective is an adjective that follows a linking verb and describes or modifies the subject of the
sentence.



- Example:
- The sky is blue.
- Here, blue is a predicate adjective describing the sky.

- Key features:
- Also follows a linking verb.
- Describes the subject’s state or quality.
- Always an adjective.

Understanding Linking Verbs

Both predicate nouns and predicate adjectives depend on linking verbs to connect the subject with additional
information.

Common Linking Verbs:

- Forms of be: am, is, are, was, were, be, being, been
- Sensory verbs: look, sound, smell, taste, feel
- Other verbs: seem, become, appear, grow, remain, stay, turn

Note: Not all verbs are linking verbs; many are action verbs. The linking verb's role is to connect the subject to
its complement (noun/pronoun or adjective).

---

How to Differentiate Between Predicate Noun and Predicate
Adjective

The key to distinguishing a predicate noun from a predicate adjective lies in understanding what the word is
doing in the sentence.

1. Role of the Word

- Predicate Noun: Renames or identifies the subject.
- Predicate Adjective: Describes or modifies the subject.

2. The Nature of the Word

- Predicate Noun: Is a noun or pronoun.
- Predicate Adjective: Is an adjective.

3. Ask the Question "What?" or "Who?"

- After the linking verb, ask: "What?" or "Who?"
- If the answer is a noun or pronoun, the word is a predicate noun.



- If the answer is an adjective, then it is a predicate adjective.

Example:
- The teacher was Mrs. Smith.
- Who or what was the teacher? Mrs. Smith � Predicate Noun.

- The flowers are beautiful.
- How are the flowers? Beautiful � Predicate Adjective.

---

Step-by-Step Method for Finding the Word

To effectively find the word functioning as a predicate noun or predicate adjective, follow this structured
approach:

Step 1: Identify the Linking Verb

- Look for a form of be or a sensory or action verb that functions as a linking verb.
- Underline or highlight the linking verb for clarity.

Step 2: Locate the Word Following the Linking Verb

- Focus on the word immediately after the linking verb.
- This is the candidate for being a predicate noun or predicate adjective.

Step 3: Determine the Role of the Word

- Is it a noun or pronoun?
- If yes, it's likely a predicate noun.
- Is it an adjective?
- If yes, it is likely a predicate adjective.

Step 4: Test with Questions

- Ask "Who?" or "What?" about the subject.
- If the answer is a noun/pronoun, it's a predicate noun.
- Ask "How?" or "What kind?" about the subject.
- If the answer is an adjective, it's a predicate adjective.

Step 5: Confirm the Sentence’s Meaning

- Ensure that the word actually provides identification or description, reinforcing its role as a predicate noun
or predicate adjective.

---



Examples and Practice

Let's analyze some sentences to practice finding predicate nouns and predicate adjectives.

Example 1:

Sentence:
The cake was delicious.

- Linking verb: was
- Word after verb: delicious
- Is it an adjective? Yes.
- Question: How was the cake? Delicious.
- Conclusion: delicious is a predicate adjective.

Example 2:

Sentence:
My brother is a doctor.

- Linking verb: is
- Word after verb: a doctor
- Is it a noun/pronoun? Yes.
- Question: Who is my brother? A doctor.
- Conclusion: a doctor is a predicate noun (renaming the subject).

Example 3:

Sentence:
The winner became John.

- Linking verb: became
- Word after verb: John
- Is it a noun/pronoun? Yes.
- Question: Who or what did the winner become? John.
- Conclusion: John is a predicate noun.

Example 4:

Sentence:
The sky turned gray.

- Linking verb: turned
- Word after verb: gray
- Is it an adjective? Yes.
- Question: How did the sky turn? Gray.
- Conclusion: gray is a predicate adjective.

---



Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

While identifying predicate nouns and adjectives seems straightforward, several common pitfalls can trip up
learners:

Pitfall 1: Confusing Action Verbs with Linking Verbs

- Not every verb that appears between the subject and complement is a linking verb.
- Solution: Test whether the verb can be replaced with forms of be or if it links the subject to a description or
renaming.

Pitfall 2: Misidentifying Descriptive Words as Nouns

- Sometimes, words that look like nouns can function as adjectives (e.g., gold in gold ring).
- Solution: Focus on whether the word describes the subject or renames it.

Pitfall 3: Overlooking the Role of the Word

- Failing to ask the right questions can lead to misclassification.
- Solution: Always ask "Who/What?" or "How/What kind?" after the linking verb.

---

Strategies for Explaining Your Findings

When you are asked to "Tell" or explain which word acts as a predicate noun or predicate adjective, clarity
and precision are key.

1. Use Clear Definitions

- Say, "The word [word] is a predicate noun because it renames the subject."
- Or, "The word [word] is a predicate adjective because it describes the subject."

2. Reference the Linking Verb

- Mention the linking verb involved to contextualize your explanation.
- Example: "Following the linking verb is, the word delicious describes the subject."

3. Support with Questions

- Include the questions asked to arrive at the conclusion.
- Example: "I asked, 'What is the subject?' and the answer was John, so it's a predicate noun."



4. Provide the Sentence Context

- Reiterate the sentence to reinforce understanding.
- Example: "In the sentence 'The sky is blue,' blue is the predicate adjective because it describes the sky."

Advanced Tips for Mastery

- Practice with complex sentences that include multiple linking verbs or compound subjects.
- Analyze sentences with abstract nouns or adjectives to deepen understanding.
- Write your own sentences and identify predicate nouns and adjectives to reinforce learning.

---

Summary and Final Thoughts

Mastering the skill of finding and explaining predicate nouns and predicate adjectives enhances your overall
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