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Since 1965, the United States has experienced a significant transformation in its immigration
patterns. Historically dominated by European immigrants, the demographic landscape of newcomers
has shifted dramatically over the past five decades. The most notable change has been the
substantial increase in immigrants originating from regions outside Europe, particularly from Latin
America and Asia. This shift reflects broader geopolitical, economic, and social developments that
have reshaped global migration flows. In this article, we will explore which regions have contributed
to this dramatic increase, analyze the causes behind these trends, and understand their implications
for the United States.

The Immigration Act of 1965 and Its Impact

Overview of the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965
The Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965, also known as the Hart-Celler Act, marked a pivotal
turning point in U.S. immigration policy. Prior to this legislation, immigration laws heavily favored
Europeans, resulting in a predominantly European immigrant population. The 1965 Act abolished the
national origins quotas that favored Northern and Western Europeans and replaced them with a
system emphasizing family reunification and skilled workers, regardless of national origin.

Consequences of the 1965 Legislation
The passage of this law led to:
- A diversification of immigrant origins.
- Increased migration from Asia, Latin America, and other regions.
- The gradual decline of European dominance in immigrant populations.

This legislative shift set the stage for the demographic changes observed in subsequent decades,
especially the dramatic rise in immigrants from Latin America and Asia.

Regional Increases in Immigration Since 1965



Latin America: The Leading Source of New Immigrants

Magnitude of the Increase
Since 1965, Latin America has become the primary region of origin for new immigrants to the United
States. The most significant growth has been observed from countries like Mexico, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, and the Dominican Republic.

Factors Contributing to Latin American Immigration
The surge in Latin American migration is driven by multiple interconnected factors:

Economic Opportunities: The U.S. economy's demand for labor, especially in agriculture,1.
construction, and service sectors, attracted workers from Latin America seeking better
livelihoods.

Political Instability and Violence: Civil conflicts, dictatorships, and violence in countries like2.
El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras prompted many to seek safety and stability in the U.S.

Geographical Proximity: Shared borders and shorter travel distances made migration more3.
feasible and less costly.

Family Reunification Policies: U.S. immigration policies facilitated the reunification of4.
families, leading to chain migration from Latin American countries.

Impacts on U.S. Demographics
The Latin American influx has:

Significantly increased the Hispanic population in the U.S.


