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If you own a 2010 Nissan Murano and have noticed that the push button starter light remains
illuminated even after the vehicle has started, you're not alone. This peculiar issue can be confusing
and might lead you to wonder whether it's a sign of a bigger problem or just a minor glitch.
Understanding the causes, troubleshooting steps, and potential solutions can help you address this
issue efficiently, ensuring your vehicle runs smoothly and safely.

In this article, we will explore why the push button starter light might stay on in your 2010 Nissan
Murano, how to diagnose the problem, and what steps you can take to fix it. Whether you're a
seasoned mechanic or a vehicle owner eager to understand your car better, this comprehensive guide
aims to provide valuable insights.

---

Understanding the Push Button Start System in the
2010 Nissan Murano

The 2010 Nissan Murano features a keyless ignition system that allows drivers to start their vehicle
with a push button. This system relies on several components working harmoniously, including the
key fob, the ignition switch, the starter relay, and the vehicle's electronic control units (ECUs).

Key Components of the Push Button Start System:

- Key Fob: Sends a wireless signal to the vehicle to authenticate the driver.
- Start/Stop Button: Initiates or halts the engine start process.
- Ignition Control Module: Manages the electrical signals required to start the engine.
- Dashboard Indicator Light: Shows the current status of the ignition system, including whether the
vehicle is ready to start or is running.

The indicator light associated with the push button is designed to inform the driver about the system's
status. When you press the button to start your Murano, the light typically illuminates briefly, then
turns off once the engine is running.

---



Common Reasons Why the Push Button Starter Light
Stays On

When the push button starter light remains on after starting your vehicle, it can be caused by various
factors. Understanding these causes can help you identify the root of the problem.

1. Faulty or Failing Push Button Switch

Over time, the push button itself may develop faults, such as internal wear or electrical issues,
leading to incorrect signaling that the system is active.

2. Issues with the Vehicle’s Battery or Electrical System

A weak or dead battery can cause inconsistent electrical signals, resulting in the indicator light
remaining on or flickering.

3. Malfunctioning Body Control Module (BCM)

The BCM controls many of the vehicle’s electrical systems, including the ignition indicator. If it
malfunctions, it might fail to update the status correctly, leaving the light on.

4. Problems with the Key Fob or Its Battery

A malfunctioning key fob or one with a low battery may cause communication issues, resulting in the
system not recognizing that the engine has started.

5. Wiring or Connection Issues

Corroded or loose wiring connections related to the ignition system can lead to false signals being
sent to the dashboard indicator.

6. Software Glitches or ECU Errors

Sometimes, a glitch in the vehicle’s electronic systems or outdated firmware can cause indicator
lights to stay illuminated.

---

How to Diagnose the Issue

Proper diagnosis is crucial to determine whether the push button starter light staying on is a minor
issue or a sign of something more serious. Here are some steps you can follow:

1. Check the Key Fob and Its Battery

- Replace the battery in your key fob to ensure proper communication.
- Test if the key fob is functioning correctly by trying to unlock the doors or start the vehicle with it.



2. Inspect the Battery and Electrical System

- Use a multimeter to check the battery voltage; it should be around 12.6 volts when fully charged.
- Look for corrosion or loose connections on battery terminals.

3. Observe When the Light Remains On

- Note if the light stays on only after starting or if it flickers.
- Check if the vehicle runs normally without any warning lights or issues.

4. Use an OBD-II Scanner

- Connect an OBD-II scanner to your Murano to check for any stored error codes related to the ignition
system or BCM.
- Codes such as P1610 (Starter Signal Circuit) or P0600 (Serial Communication Link) can provide
clues.

5. Examine the Push Button Switch

- Visually inspect the push button for signs of damage or wear.
- Consider replacing the switch if it appears faulty.

6. Consult a Professional Mechanic

- If you're unable to identify the cause, professional diagnosis using specialized tools may be
necessary.

---

Potential Solutions to Fix the Push Button Starter Light
Staying On

Based on the diagnosis, here are some effective solutions to resolve the issue:

1. Replace the Push Button Start Switch

- If the switch is faulty or damaged, replacing it can resolve the lighting issue.
- This is usually a straightforward repair but may require removing parts of the dashboard.

2. Reset the Vehicle’s Electrical System

- Disconnect the negative terminal of the battery for about 10 minutes.
- Reconnect it and start the vehicle to see if the light resets.

3. Update or Reprogram the Vehicle’s Software

- Visit a Nissan dealership or qualified mechanic to update the ECU or BCM firmware.
- Software updates can fix bugs causing indicator light issues.



4. Check and Replace the Key Fob Battery

- A fresh battery in your key fob can restore proper communication.
- Reprogram the key fob if necessary, following Nissan's instructions.

5. Repair or Replace Damaged Wiring

- Inspect wiring harnesses for corrosion, breaks, or loose connections.
- Repair or replace damaged wiring to restore proper signaling.

6. Replace the Vehicle’s Battery

- If your battery is weak or failing, replacing it can improve electrical reliability.
- Use a high-quality, compatible battery for your Nissan Murano.

---

Preventative Tips to Avoid Future Issues

To minimize the chances of experiencing a persistent push button starter light, consider these
preventative measures:

- Regularly check and maintain your vehicle’s battery and electrical connections.
- Keep the key fob battery fresh and replace it as needed.
- Ensure your vehicle’s software is up to date by scheduling periodic updates at the dealership.
- Avoid exposing the vehicle’s electrical components to moisture or extreme temperatures.
- Have your vehicle inspected by a qualified mechanic periodically to catch potential issues early.

---

When to Seek Professional Help

While some troubleshooting steps can be performed by vehicle owners, certain issues require
professional diagnosis and repair. Seek assistance if:

- The indicator light remains on despite following troubleshooting steps.
- You notice other warning lights or vehicle performance issues.
- The vehicle fails to start or exhibits electrical problems beyond the push button light.
- You’re uncomfortable working with vehicle electrical systems.

A qualified mechanic can perform comprehensive diagnostics, reset or reprogram vehicle modules,
and ensure your Nissan Murano operates safely and reliably.

---



Conclusion

The persistent illumination of the push button starter light in your 2010 Nissan Murano, despite the
vehicle starting normally, can be caused by a variety of factors—from faulty switches and wiring
issues to software glitches. By understanding the system components, diagnosing the problem
methodically, and applying appropriate fixes, you can resolve this issue effectively.

Regular maintenance, timely software updates, and attention to electrical system health can help
prevent future occurrences. Remember, when in doubt, consulting a professional ensures your vehicle
remains in optimal condition and safe to drive.
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Frequently Asked Questions

Why does the push button starter light stay on in my 2010
Nissan Murano even when I haven't started the engine?
The light staying on can indicate a malfunction in the ignition switch, a faulty key fob, or an electrical
issue. It's best to check the battery, fuses, and ensure the key fob is functioning correctly.

Can a dead battery cause the push button starter light to stay
on in my Nissan Murano?
Yes, a weak or dead battery can cause electrical components like the starter light to stay on or
behave abnormally. Replacing or charging the battery may resolve the issue.

Is it safe to drive my Nissan Murano if the push button starter
light remains on?
While the vehicle may start and run normally, a persistent warning or indicator light could suggest an
underlying electrical problem. It's advisable to have the vehicle inspected to avoid potential damage
or breakdown.



Could faulty wiring or a malfunctioning sensor cause the
starter light to stay on in my Nissan Murano?
Yes, issues with wiring, sensors, or the ignition switch can cause the indicator light to remain
illuminated. Diagnostic testing can identify and pinpoint the faulty component.

What steps can I take to troubleshoot the push button starter
light staying on in my Nissan Murano?
Start by checking the key fob battery, inspecting fuses related to the ignition system, and resetting
the vehicle's electrical system. If the issue persists, consult a professional mechanic for a thorough
diagnostic.

Should I take my Nissan Murano to a mechanic if the push
button starter light stays on unexpectedly?
Yes, especially if the light remains on after trying basic troubleshooting. A professional mechanic can
diagnose electrical faults or sensor issues to prevent further problems.

Additional Resources
I Don’t Have A Problem Starting My 2010 Nissan Murano But The Push Button Starter Light Stays On?
If you own a 2010 Nissan Murano equipped with a push-button start system, you might find yourself in
a puzzling situation where your vehicle starts without issues, yet the push button starter indicator
light remains illuminated. This phenomenon can be confusing and cause concern about the vehicle’s
overall health and electrical system. While your car may seem to operate normally, a persistent
indicator light could hint at underlying issues that, if left unaddressed, might lead to more significant
problems down the line. In this comprehensive review, we will explore the common causes of the
push button starter light staying on, how to troubleshoot this problem, and the steps you can take to
resolve it effectively.

---

Understanding the Push Button Start System in the
2010 Nissan Murano

Before diving into troubleshooting, it’s vital to understand how the push-button start system functions
in your Nissan Murano. Unlike traditional key ignitions, push-button start systems rely on electronic
components, sensors, and modules to authenticate the key fob and control the engine's ignition
process.

Features of the push-button start system include:

- Keyless Entry and Start: Allows you to start the vehicle without inserting a physical key.
- Security System Integration: Ensures the vehicle only starts when the proper key fob is detected.



- Indicator Lights: Provide visual cues about system status, including the push-button indicator light.

How it works:

When you press the brake and push the start button, the vehicle’s electronic control module (ECU)
verifies the key fob’s signal. Once authenticated, it engages the starter motor to start the engine. The
indicator light usually illuminates to show the system's status, such as readiness or faults.

---

Common Causes for the Push Button Starter Light
Staying On

The persistent illumination of the push button starter indicator light can be caused by various issues,
ranging from simple glitches to more complex electronic malfunctions. The primary causes include:

1. Faulty or Dirty Push Button Switch
Over time, the push button switch can become dirty or worn out, leading to continuous signaling to
the ECU that the system is active or malfunctioning.

2. Malfunctioning Key Fob or Battery
A weak or faulty key fob can send inconsistent signals, causing the system to remain in a “ready” or
“fault” state.

3. Electrical or Wiring Issues
Corroded, loose, or damaged wiring connections between the push button, ECU, or other related
components can trigger the indicator light to stay on.

4. Software Glitches or ECU Malfunction
Sometimes, the vehicle’s software may encounter bugs or glitches, causing the indicator light to stay
illuminated even when there’s no actual fault.

5. Sensor Failures or Misalignment
Sensors that detect the presence of the key fob or the pedal position could be malfunctioning or
misaligned, leading to incorrect signals.



6. Low Vehicle Battery or Charging System Problems
A weak or failing vehicle battery can affect the operation of electronic systems, including the push-
button start indicator.

---

How to Troubleshoot the Issue

When faced with the push button starter light staying on, systematic troubleshooting can help identify
the root cause. Here are the steps you should consider:

Step 1: Check the Vehicle’s Battery
- Ensure the battery is fully charged and in good condition.
- Look for corrosion on the terminals.
- Replace if the battery is more than 3-5 years old or showing signs of weakness.

Pros:
- Simple to perform.
- Can resolve electrical glitches caused by low voltage.

Cons:
- May require professional assistance if battery replacement is needed.

Step 2: Inspect and Replace the Key Fob Battery
- Replace the key fob’s battery with a fresh one.
- Test the key fob’s signal by attempting to start the vehicle or using a spare key fob.

Pros:
- Cheap and straightforward fix.
- Restores proper communication between fob and vehicle.

Cons:
- May not solve the issue if the key fob itself is faulty.

Step 3: Reset the Vehicle’s Electrical System
- Disconnect the negative terminal of the battery.
- Wait for 10-15 minutes to allow the system to reset.
- Reconnect and check if the indicator light clears.

Pros:
- Can resolve minor software glitches.
- No special tools required.



Cons:
- May require reprogramming or reinitialization of some systems.

Step 4: Inspect the Push Button Switch and Associated Wiring
- Visually examine the push button for dirt, corrosion, or damage.
- Check wiring connections for looseness or corrosion.
- Use a multimeter to test switch continuity.

Pros:
- Directly addresses a common mechanical cause.
- Can be performed with basic tools.

Cons:
- May require removing panels or components.

Step 5: Scan for Diagnostic Trouble Codes (DTCs)
- Use an OBD-II scanner compatible with Nissan vehicles.
- Check for any stored trouble codes related to the immobilizer, sensor, or starter system.
- Address any codes accordingly.

Pros:
- Provides precise information about underlying issues.
- Helps prevent unnecessary part replacements.

Cons:
- May need professional diagnostics if unfamiliar.

Step 6: Check the Immobilizer System
- Ensure the key fob is recognized by the immobilizer system.
- Reprogram or replace the key fob if necessary.
- Consult a professional for immobilizer system issues.

Pros:
- Ensures security system integrity.

Cons:
- Can be complex and may require dealership tools.

---

When to Seek Professional Help

While many troubleshooting steps can be performed by a vehicle owner, some situations require



professional diagnostics and repairs:

- Persistent indicator light after troubleshooting.
- Repeated fault codes related to the immobilizer or ECU.
- Signs of wiring damage or corrosion that are difficult to access.
- Unresponsive or malfunctioning push button switch.

Pros of professional service:
- Accurate diagnosis using advanced tools.
- Ensures proper repair without causing further damage.
- Maintains vehicle warranty and security.

Cons:
- Costlier than DIY fixes.
- May require scheduling and waiting for service.

---

Preventative Measures and Maintenance Tips

To prevent the push button starter light from staying on in the future, consider the following:

- Regularly check and replace the key fob battery.
- Keep the vehicle’s electrical system in good condition.
- Clean the push button switch periodically.
- Avoid exposing the key fob or vehicle to extreme temperatures.
- Have the vehicle’s software updated at authorized service centers.

Features of proper maintenance include:

- Prolonged lifespan of electronic components.
- Reduced risk of unexpected electrical issues.
- Ensured vehicle security and proper system functioning.

---

Conclusion

The issue of the push button starter light staying on in your 2010 Nissan Murano, despite the vehicle
starting normally, may seem minor but warrants attention to prevent potential future problems. By
understanding the system, systematically troubleshooting, and knowing when to seek professional
assistance, you can effectively address this anomaly. Whether it’s a simple battery replacement,
cleaning the push button, or more complex ECU or wiring repairs, taking proactive steps ensures your
vehicle remains reliable and safe. Remember, electronic issues in modern vehicles like the Nissan
Murano can sometimes be subtle, so regular maintenance and prompt attention to warning lights can
save you time and money in the long run.
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