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Imagine That You Are A Colonist In Texas In 1835. Would You Accept Your Life Under The
Government Of Mexico, or would you seek independence and a new way of life? The year 1835
marked a pivotal moment in Texas history, a time when settlers faced critical decisions amidst
growing tensions between Mexican authorities and American colonists. As a colonist during this
turbulent period, your choices could shape the future of Texas and determine whether you would
continue to live under Mexican rule or fight for independence. This article explores the complex
political landscape of Texas in 1835, examines the reasons colonists might accept or resist Mexican
governance, and discusses the significance of this period in shaping Texas's destiny.

Historical Context: Texas in 1835

The Mexican Government and Texas

By 1835, Texas was a region of strategic importance for Mexico, home to a diverse population
including Mexican citizens, Tejanos (Mexican Texans), and American settlers. The Mexican
government, led by President Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, sought to centralize authority and
enforce laws across its territories, including Texas. However, many settlers in Texas, especially those
of American origin, felt increasingly alienated by Mexican policies, which they perceived as oppressive
and infringing upon their rights.

The Rise of Tensions and the Road to Revolution

Several key factors contributed to mounting tensions:

- Land Policies: Mexican laws restricted further American settlement and land grants, upsetting
settlers keen on expanding.

- Cultural Differences: Divergent views on governance, religion, and customs created friction between
Mexican authorities and settlers.

- Taxation and Laws: Increased taxation and enforcement measures were viewed as oppressive.

- Military Presence: Mexican troops stationed in Texas heightened fears of repression and loss of
autonomy.

This climate of unrest culminated in open rebellion in late 1835, with settlers rallying around the
cause of Texas independence.

Deciding Your Position as a Texas Colonist in 1835

Faced with this volatile environment, colonists had to decide whether to accept Mexican rule or fight



for independence. Several factors influenced this decision:

Reasons to Accept Mexican Governance

Some settlers believed maintaining peace and stability was paramount. Their reasons included:
- Desire for Security: Avoiding conflict to protect families and property.

- Economic Interests: Maintaining trade and land investments without upheaval.

- Loyalty to Mexico: Cultural or political allegiance to Mexico or respect for Mexican laws.

- Fear of Reprisal: Concern over Mexican military suppression if rebellion was attempted.

Reasons to Resist Mexican Rule

Others felt that their rights were being violated and sought independence. Motivations included:

- Desire for Self-Governance: A belief that Texas should govern itself without Mexican interference.
- Protection of Rights: Resistance to taxation and laws perceived as unjust.

- Cultural Identity: A longing to preserve American customs and independence.

- Inspiration from Other Revolutions: The success of other independence movements worldwide
encouraged rebellion.

Key Events Influencing the Decision

Several pivotal events in 1835 shaped the choices of Texas colonists:

The Consultation and the Formation of Texan Forces

In November 1835, Texas leaders gathered in the Consultation to decide whether to pursue
independence or seek reforms within Mexico. Many advocates for independence began organizing
militias and preparing for conflict.

The Siege of San Antonio and the Fall of the Alamo

The Battle of the Alamo in early 1836 became a symbol of Texan resistance. Although the Mexican
army, led by Santa Anna, defeated the defenders, the rallying cry "Remember the Alamo" galvanized
support for independence.

The Battle of San Jacinto

In April 1836, Texan forces decisively defeated Santa Anna's army at San Jacinto, effectively ending
Mexican control over Texas and establishing the Republic of Texas.



The Impact of Your Decision as a Colonist in 1835

Choosing to accept Mexican governance or to seek independence carried profound consequences:

If You Accept Mexican Rule

- Continue living under laws and policies dictated by Santa Anna’s government.
- Maintain economic relationships within Mexico.

- Potentially face restrictions on land ownership and political expression.

- Live in a tense environment prone to conflict or rebellion.

If You Choose to Rebel

- Engage in military conflict with Mexican forces.

- Risk personal safety, property, and community stability.

- Become part of a burgeoning movement that aims to establish Texas as an independent nation.

- Contribute to shaping the future of Texas, which would eventually lead to its statehood in the United
States.

Analyzing the Pros and Cons of Your Choice

To decide whether to accept or resist Mexican authority, consider the following:

Pros of Accepting Mexican Governance

- Stability and peace.

- Continuing economic prosperity.

- Avoiding the destruction and hardships of war.

- Preserving your current way of life without upheaval.

Cons of Accepting Mexican Governance

- Loss of political and personal freedoms.

- Imposition of laws and taxes that may be unfavorable.

- Suppression of cultural identity, especially for American settlers.
- Potential future conflicts and loss of autonomy.

Pros of Resisting Mexican Governance

- Fight for independence and self-determination.

- Protect your rights and freedoms.

- Align with the broader movement for Texas sovereignty.
- Be part of a historic revolution that shaped the future.



Cons of Resisting Mexican Governance

- Risk of violent conflict and loss of life.

- Economic instability during wartime.

- Possible retaliation by Mexican forces.

- Disruption of daily life and community stability.

Conclusion: The Legacy of 1835 in Texas History

The year 1835 was a defining moment for Texas, filled with uncertainty, bravery, and pivotal
decisions. As a colonist, your choice to accept Mexican governance or to fight for independence would
influence not only your life but also the destiny of an entire region. Those who resisted helped forge a
new nation, one built on the values of independence and self-determination. Conversely, those who
accepted Mexican rule sought stability and peace amid chaos.

Today, understanding the complexities faced by Texas colonists in 1835 provides valuable insight into
the struggles and aspirations that shaped the Lone Star State. Whether you would have stood with
Santa Anna or joined the Texan revolution, your decision reflects the enduring human desire for
freedom, security, and self-determination.
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This comprehensive exploration aims to shed light on what life might have been like for a Texas
colonist in 1835, helping readers understand the historical significance of this critical period and the
choices that shaped the future of Texas and the United States.

Frequently Asked Questions

Would | accept life under the Mexican government in Texas in



1835?

I might consider accepting it if the government respected our rights and allowed us some degree of
local autonomy, but tensions were rising due to restrictions on our freedoms.

What were the main reasons colonists in Texas in 1835
wanted independence?

Colonists wanted independence because they were unhappy with Mexican laws, such as the ban on
slavery, restrictions on immigration, and the centralization of power in Mexico City, which limited their
self-governance.

Would | support the Texas Revolution against Mexico?

If I valued my community's rights and believed that independence would bring us greater freedoms
and safety, | might support the revolution, especially as tensions with Mexican authorities increased.

How would living under Mexican rule affect my daily life as a
colonist?

Living under Mexican rule could mean stricter laws, possible conflicts, and limitations on our
freedoms, which could make everyday life more difficult and uncertain for settlers.

What role did the government of Mexico play in the lives of
Texas colonists in 1835?

The Mexican government attempted to enforce laws that restricted colonists’ rights, such as banning
further American immigration and disarming settlers, leading to dissatisfaction and unrest.

Would | consider myself loyal to Mexico or to the Texan
independence movement?

My loyalty would depend on how the government treats us; if Mexico respects our rights, | might
remain loyal, but if they oppress us, | could support independence.

What risks would colonists face if they opposed the Mexican
government in 1835?

Opposing the Mexican government could lead to imprisonment, property loss, or even violence,
making rebellion a risky but potentially necessary choice for many colonists.
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Stepping into the shoes of a Texas colonist in 1835 presents a compelling scenario filled with internal
conflict, cultural upheaval, and the pursuit of independence. As tensions mount between the settlers
and the Mexican government, particularly under President Antonio Lépez de Santa Anna'’s
increasingly centralized and authoritarian rule, the question emerges: Would you accept your life
under the government of Mexico, or would you seek to break free and fight for Texas independence?
This decision is complex, rooted in issues of identity, autonomy, economic interests, and personal
safety. To understand what might influence such a choice, it's important to explore the historical
context, the nature of Mexican governance at the time, the motivations of the settlers, and the
potential consequences of rebellion or submission.

The Historical Context of Texas in 1835

In 1835, Texas was a frontier region inhabited by a diverse population of Anglo-American settlers,
Tejanos (Mexican Texans), Native Americans, and others. The region had been experiencing rapid
growth due to land incentives offered by the Mexican government to attract settlers, especially from
the United States. However, tensions between these settlers and the Mexican government were
escalating.

Key Factors Leading to Tensions

- Cultural and Political Differences: Many Anglo settlers in Texas identified more with American ideals
of independence and self-governance, whereas the Mexican government sought to centralize power
and enforce Mexican laws.

- Economic Discontent: Settlers wanted more control over their land and economic practices, which
they felt were being restricted by Mexican policies.

- Legal and Religious Disputes: The Mexican government, under Santa Anna, increasingly aimed to
consolidate authority, imposing laws that threatened the local Texan culture, including restrictions on
slavery and the Catholic Church’s influence.

The Mexican Government in 1835: Centralization and Authoritarianism

Under President Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, Mexico experienced a shift toward centralization of
political power. This change profoundly impacted Texas settlers, who valued local autonomy and were
wary of authoritarian rule.

Characteristics of Santa Anna’s Government

- Centralist Policies: Santa Anna dissolved the federalist constitution of 1824, replacing it with a more
centralized government, reducing local authority.

- Military Control: The government relied heavily on military force to suppress dissent, leading to
increased tension and fear among settlers.

- Legal Changes: Laws were enacted that limited the rights of settlers, including restrictions on local
elections and autonomy.

Impact on Texas Settlers

- Many settlers felt betrayed by the Mexican government’s disregard for local governance.



- The imposition of Mexican military presence and laws was viewed as oppressive.
- The loss of political and religious freedoms fueled resentment.

The Perspective of a Texas Colonist: To Accept or Rebel?
Faced with this environment, Texas settlers in 1835 had two main options:

1. Accept life under Mexican government and its policies.
2. Resist and seek independence from Mexico.

Each choice carried significant risks and potential rewards, shaped by personal beliefs, economic
interests, and cultural identity.

Reasons to Accept Mexican Governance

Choosing to accept the Mexican government’s authority might seem pragmatic or necessary for some
settlers.

Practical Reasons

- Stability and Security: Maintaining peace with the Mexican authorities could prevent military conflict
and preserve personal safety.

- Economic Continuity: Many settlers relied on trade and land rights granted by the Mexican
government; rebellion might jeopardize these benefits.

- Avoiding Violence: The prospect of armed conflict was frightening and uncertain, especially for those
with families or limited military experience.

Cultural and Religious Considerations

- Some settlers, particularly Tejanos, identified strongly with Mexican culture and religion, and might
have preferred to work within the system.

- Others believed that negotiating reforms or seeking greater local autonomy was possible without
outright rebellion.

Reasons to Resist and Seek Independence
Alternatively, many settlers in Texas believed that accepting Mexican rule was untenable or unfair.
Ideological and Cultural Reasons

- Desire for Self-Governance: Many Anglo settlers valued the principles of individual rights,
democracy, and local control, which they felt were threatened by Santa Anna’s centralist policies.

- Cultural Identity: Settlers from the U.S. often saw themselves as Americans and wanted to maintain
their cultural practices and legal systems.

- Religious Freedom: Some were concerned about the restrictions on religious practices imposed by



the Mexican government.
Economic Motivation

- Land rights and the ability to manage their own resources were vital to settlers’ prosperity and
independence.
- Rebellion was seen as a way to secure their economic future.

Political and Social Factors

- The rising tensions culminated in events like the Battle of Gonzales (October 1835), which
symbolized defiance.

- The settlers believed that fighting for independence was the only way to preserve their rights and
way of life.

The Risks and Challenges of Rebellion
Choosing rebellion was fraught with dangers:

- Military Consequences: Santa Anna’s forces were well-equipped and disciplined; settlers risked
destruction and loss of life.

- Legal Repercussions: Rebellion could be deemed treason, leading to executions or harsh penalties.
- Internal Divisions: Not all settlers supported independence; some favored accommodation or
neutrality.

- Uncertainty: War was unpredictable, and victory was not assured.

The Path Toward Revolution: Key Events in 1835

- The Battle of Gonzales (October 1835): Starting point of the revolution, when settlers resisted
Mexican forces attempting to retrieve a cannon.

- Siege of Bexar (December 1835): Texan forces captured San Antonio, asserting control and signaling
a move toward independence.

- Formation of Texan Military and Political Structures: Delegates began organizing a government and
planning further actions.

Making the Decision: Factors That Might Influence Your Choice
As a hypothetical colonist, your decision would depend on several personal and communal factors:

- Your cultural background: Are you a Tejano with strong Mexican roots, or an Anglo-American seeking
independence?

- Your economic situation: Do you rely heavily on land and trade, or are you willing to risk conflict for
greater freedoms?

- Your political beliefs: Do you believe reforms within Mexico are possible, or is independence the only
solution?



- Your sense of identity: Do you see yourself as Mexican, Texan, American, or a combination?

Conclusion: Would You Accept Your Life Under the Mexican Government or Fight for Independence?

In 1835 Texas, the decision to accept or reject Mexican governance was deeply personal and
complex. For some, life under Santa Anna’s government represented stability but at the cost of
autonomy and religious freedom. For others, the escalating repression and desire for self-
determination made rebellion inevitable and justified.

If you were a Texas colonist in 1835, your choice would reflect your values, hopes, fears, and
loyalties. Would you accept the government, seeking reform and coexistence? Or would you stand
with your fellow settlers and Tejanos, fighting for independence and a future where they could govern
themselves? Regardless of your decision, the events of 1835 would shape the destiny of Texas and its
people forever.
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