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Techniques In his compelling defense, Atticus Finch masterfully employs a range of rhetorical
language and persuasive techniques to sway the jury and convey the moral gravity of the case. His
closing speech stands as a quintessential example of effective rhetoric in legal arguments, blending
logical reasoning, emotional appeal, and ethical persuasion to challenge prejudice and promote
justice. This article explores how Atticus employs rhetorical language and persuasive techniques in
his closing speech, showcasing his skill as a lawyer and his commitment to morality and fairness.

Understanding the Rhetorical Strategies in Atticus’s
Closing Speech

Atticus Finch'’s closing speech in Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird is a masterclass in rhetoric. His
ability to craft persuasive language that appeals to the jury’s sense of justice, morality, and emotion
is central to the narrative’s impact. Let’s examine the primary rhetorical strategies employed by
Atticus.

1. Ethos: Establishing Credibility and Morality

Atticus begins by positioning himself as a moral and credible figure, emphasizing his role as a
responsible and honest lawyer. He appeals to the jury’s sense of justice and integrity, implicitly
asking them to act in accordance with their conscience.

e Appeal to Moral Responsibility: Atticus reminds the jury of their duty to judge based on
evidence and morality, not prejudice or hearsay.

¢ Reputation for Honesty: By aligning himself with truth and justice, he bolsters his
credibility, making his arguments more persuasive.

2. Logos: Logical Argumentation

Logical reasoning is a cornerstone of Atticus’s closing speech. He systematically dismantles the
prosecution’s case by highlighting inconsistencies and emphasizing the lack of evidence.



e Challenge to Evidence: Atticus points out the absence of medical evidence and the
inconsistencies in the testimonies of witnesses.

¢ Questioning Motive: He asks the jury to consider whether racial bias might have clouded
their judgment, encouraging a logical reevaluation of the case.

e Highlighting Legal Principles: He emphasizes the presumption of innocence and the
importance of proof beyond a reasonable doubt.

3. Pathos: Emotional Appeal

Atticus skillfully employs emotional appeals to evoke empathy and moral reflection among the jurors.
e Appeal to Justice and Fairness: He reminds the jury of Tom Robinson’s dignity and the
injustice he faces simply because of his race.

e Empathy for the Victim: Atticus appeals to the jury’s sense of compassion, urging them to
look beyond racial prejudices and see Tom as a human being deserving of justice.

e Confronting Prejudice: By highlighting the societal prejudices that threaten impartiality, he
stirs moral outrage and calls for fairness.

The Use of Persuasive Techniques in Atticus's Closing
Argument

Beyond rhetorical devices, Atticus employs specific persuasive techniques that enhance the impact
of his speech. These techniques are designed to influence the jury’s perception and guide them
toward a just verdict.

1. Repetition and Anaphora

Atticus uses repetition to emphasize key points and reinforce his moral appeal.

¢ Reiterating Justice: Phrases like “But there is one way in this courtroom to say we know our
facts,” emphasize the importance of facts over prejudice.

¢ Reinforcing Morality: Repetition of moral imperatives encourages the jury to act ethically.



2. Rhetorical Questions

Rhetorical questions serve to prompt introspection and challenge the jury’s preconceptions.

¢ Questioning Bias: “Would the truth be any different if he were white?” forces the jury to
consider racial biases.

e Inviting Moral Reflection: Questions like “What is the value of a man’s life?” appeal to the
jurors’ sense of moral duty.

3. Analogies and Metaphors

Atticus employs vivid analogies to clarify complex moral issues and evoke emotional responses.

e Mockingbird Metaphor: Comparing Tom Robinson to a mockingbird symbolizes innocence
and the sin of harming those who do no wrong.

 Justice as a Chain: He likens justice to a chain, emphasizing that every link must be strong
and fair for the system to hold.

The Moral and Ethical Dimensions of Atticus’s Rhetoric

Atticus’s closing speech is not only a legal argument but also a moral plea. His employment of
rhetorical language and persuasive techniques reflects his deep commitment to justice and human
dignity.

1. Challenging Prejudice and Bias

Atticus confronts the ingrained racial prejudices of his community through his rhetoric, calling on
the jury’s sense of morality to transcend societal biases.

2. Inspiring Moral Courage

His speech encourages jurors to act courageously, to prioritize justice over societal pressures, and to
uphold their ethical duties.



3. Promoting Empathy and Humanity

By humanizing Tom Robinson and emphasizing shared humanity, Atticus appeals to the jurors’
capacity for empathy, urging them to see beyond racial stereotypes.

Impact of Atticus’s Rhetorical and Persuasive
Techniques

Atticus Finch’s mastery of rhetoric and persuasion in his closing speech has a profound impact on
the narrative and its themes.

1. Building Moral Authority

His use of ethos establishes him as a moral leader, inspiring both the jury and readers to consider
the importance of justice beyond legal technicalities.

2. Engaging the Audience’s Emotions

Through pathos, Atticus connects emotionally with the jury, making his appeal memorable and
compelling.

3. Encouraging Reflection and Justice

His logical arguments and rhetorical questions prompt introspection, guiding the jury toward a
verdict rooted in fairness and morality.

Conclusion: The Power of Rhetoric in Atticus’s Closing
Speech

In Atticuss closing speech of the trial, he employs rhetorical language and persuasive techniques
with finesse, transforming a legal argument into a moral crusade. His strategic use of ethos, logos,
and pathos, combined with rhetorical devices like repetition, rhetorical questions, and metaphors,
exemplifies the power of effective rhetoric. Atticus’s speech not only aims to influence the jury’s
decision but also to inspire a sense of justice and moral courage in his community. Ultimately, his
masterful use of language underscores the enduring importance of rhetoric in the pursuit of
fairness, equality, and human dignity, making his closing speech a timeless example of persuasive
communication.



Frequently Asked Questions

How does Atticus Finch utilize rhetorical language in his
closing speech during the trial?

Atticus employs rhetorical language by using powerful metaphors, parallelism, and emotive appeals
to persuade the jury of the innocence of Tom Robinson and to emphasize the importance of justice
and morality.

What persuasive techniques are evident in Atticus's closing
speech in 'To Kill a Mockingbird'?

Atticus uses techniques such as ethical appeals (ethos), emotional appeals (pathos), logical
reasoning (logos), repetition, and rhetorical questions to strengthen his argument and sway the jury.

In what ways does Atticus employ rhetorical devices to address
racial prejudice during his closing speech?

He appeals to the jury's sense of justice beyond racial bias, employs analogy to highlight fairness,
and uses rhetorical questions to challenge their prejudiced perceptions, urging them to look beyond
race.

How does Atticus's use of persuasive language impact the
audience during his closing speech?

His persuasive language appeals to the jury's conscience and sense of moral duty, making them
reflect on their own biases and encouraging them to deliver a just verdict based on evidence rather
than prejudice.

What role do rhetorical questions play in Atticus's closing
argument?

Rhetorical questions are used to provoke thought and self-reflection among the jury, challenging
them to consider the moral implications of their decision and to question their own prejudices.

How does Atticus employ ethos and pathos in his closing
speech to persuade the jury?

He establishes ethos by demonstrating his integrity and moral character, and appeals to pathos by
invoking the jury's sense of justice, fairness, and the moral duty to protect innocent lives.

Why is the use of persuasive language critical in Atticus's
closing speech during the trial?

Persuasive language is critical because it helps him effectively communicate his moral argument,



appeal to the jury's conscience, and influence their decision in a case rooted in social prejudice.

What are some examples of rhetorical language in Atticus's
closing speech that emphasize the theme of justice?

Examples include phrases like 'but we know better than that,' and questions such as 'are we to
believe that men are not equal?', which challenge prejudiced views and reinforce the importance of
justice and equality.

Additional Resources
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Introduction

In the realm of classical rhetoric and persuasive oratory, few moments encapsulate the power of
language as profoundly as the closing arguments of a trial. Among these, Atticus Finch'’s final speech
in Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird stands out as a masterclass in the strategic deployment of
rhetorical devices and persuasive techniques. His speech not only aims to sway the jury but also
seeks to appeal to their moral sensibilities, sense of justice, and empathy. This article explores the
layered rhetorical strategies employed by Atticus in his closing argument, dissecting how he
masterfully employs language to persuade, influence, and evoke an ethical response from his
audience.

The Role and Impact of Rhetorical Language in Atticus’s Closing Speech

Rhetorical language encompasses the artful use of words and stylistic devices to persuade an
audience. Atticus’s closing speech exemplifies this through deliberate diction, vivid imagery, and
emotional appeals. His language is carefully calibrated to resonate with the jury’s conscience and to
challenge their preconceptions.

1. Use of Ethical Appeal (Pathos, Logos, Ethos)

Atticus’s speech is rooted in classical rhetorical appeals, primarily ethos (credibility), pathos
(emotion), and logos (logic). His employment of these appeals is nuanced and strategic:

- Ethos (Credibility): Atticus establishes his integrity early by emphasizing his role as a lawyer
committed to justice, framing himself as a moral compass. For instance, he states, “But there is one
way in this country in which all men are created equal—there is one human institution that makes a
pauper the equal of a Rockefeller, the stupid man the equal of an Einstein, and the ignorant man the
equal of any college president. That institution, gentlemen, is a court.” Here, he appeals to the jury’s
respect for the legal system and their shared moral responsibility.

- Pathos (Emotion): Atticus appeals to the jury’s sense of empathy, especially when discussing the
innocence of Tom Robinson and the prejudice he faces. His description of Tom'’s suffering and the
injustice inflicted upon him stirs feelings of compassion and moral outrage.



- Logos (Logic): He methodically dismantles the prosecution’s case, pointing out inconsistencies and
lack of evidence. His logical reasoning guides the jury to question their assumptions and biases.

2. Employing Rhetorical Questions
Throughout his speech, Atticus employs rhetorical questions to provoke reflection:

- “But there is one way in this country in which all men are created equal...” This question isn’t
meant to solicit an answer but to remind the jury of their moral duties.

- “Can you possibly acquit a man who's guilty of nothing but being a black man in a racist society?”
(paraphrased) — challenging the jury to consider the fairness of their judgment.

These questions serve to engage the jury’s conscience and make them internalize the moral
implications of their decision.

3. Parallelism and Repetition
Atticus uses parallel structures and repetition to emphasize key points:

- “But, Mr. Finch, what if you shouldn’t find him guilty?” — emphasizing the importance of justice
over prejudice.

- Repetition of phrases like “In the name of God, do your duty”—a rallying cry that reinforces moral
responsibility.

This stylistic choice makes his arguments more memorable and emotionally compelling.

Persuasive Techniques and Strategies in Atticus’s Closing Argument

Beyond language, Atticus employs various persuasive techniques that elevate his speech from a
mere presentation of facts to a compelling call for justice.

1. Ethical and Moral Appeal

Atticus’s primary persuasive technique is appealing to the jurors’ sense of morality. He argues that
the jury’s duty transcends racial bias, emphasizing their role as moral arbiters:

- “But there is one way in this country in which all men are created equal...” — invoking the
foundational ideals of equality.

- “You know what you know. You know what you saw. You know what you felt.” — appealing to their
personal conscience and integrity.

By invoking shared values, he positions the jury as custodians of justice rather than mere decision-
makers influenced by prejudice.

2. Challenging Prejudice and Bias



Atticus subtly confronts the racial prejudices that pervade the society and influence the jury’s
perceptions. He employs indirect criticism of the societal norms that foster discrimination, urging
the jurors to rise above societal pressures:

- “But there is one way in this country in which all men are created equal...” — reminding them of
the ideal that conflicts with racial biases.

- “But I'm no idealist to believe firmly in the integrity of our courts and in the jury system...” —
acknowledging imperfections but emphasizing their importance.

This strategy encourages jurors to reflect on their biases and choose justice over prejudice.
3. Use of Analogies and Metaphors
Atticus employs analogies to clarify complex moral issues:

- Comparing the courtroom to “a court of conscience,” emphasizing that justice is rooted in moral
reflection, not just legal procedure.

- Describing the court as “the one place where a man’s conscience is supposed to be his guide,”
reinforcing the moral weight of their verdict.

Such metaphors make abstract concepts tangible, fostering empathy and understanding.

4. Building a Moral Case

Atticus constructs a moral narrative that frames the trial as a test of character:

- “The one place where all men are created equal.” — positioning the court as a moral arena.

- “The defendant is not guilty, but somebody in this courtroom is”—implying that the jury’s decision
will reveal their own moral fiber.

This approach personalizes the issue, making the jury accountable for their choices.

The Rhetorical Devices That Elevate Atticus’s Speech

Atticus’s speech is rich with rhetorical devices that intensify its persuasive power:
1. Anaphora

Repetition of words at the beginning of successive clauses:

- “In the name of God, do your duty.” — encouraging moral action.

- “Stand in his shoes.” — urging empathy.

Anaphora creates rhythm and emphasis, making the message resonate.



2. Antithesis
Contrasting ideas to highlight moral dilemmas:

- “But there is one way in this country in which all men are created equal...” — juxtaposing the ideal
with reality.

- “He’s guilty of being black. That’s the only crime he’s committed.” — emphasizing racial injustice.
This contrast sharpens moral awareness.
3. Ethical and Emotional Appeals Intertwined

Atticus seamlessly weaves logic with emotion, creating a compelling narrative that appeals to both
reason and heart. For example, when he discusses Tom Robinson’s innocence, he combines factual
evidence with empathetic language to evoke moral outrage.

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of Atticus’s Rhetorical Mastery

Atticus Finch’s closing speech in To Kill a Mockingbird exemplifies the potent combination of
rhetorical language and persuasive techniques. His employment of ethos, pathos, and logos,
alongside stylistic devices such as rhetorical questions, parallelism, metaphors, and anaphora,
creates a compelling moral plea that transcends the courtroom. Atticus’s ability to appeal to the
jury’s sense of justice, challenge their prejudices, and invoke their conscience illustrates the
enduring power of rhetorical mastery in advocating for truth and morality.

This speech not only serves as a pivotal moment in the novel but also stands as a timeless example of
how eloquence, combined with integrity and moral conviction, can influence hearts and minds. Its
lessons remain relevant today, reminding us that persuasive language can be a formidable tool in
the pursuit of justice and ethical action.
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