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In Rikki Tikki Tavi, How Does The Author Convince The Reader In Paragraph 23 That The
Snake, Nag, Is a formidable and intelligent character? This question invites us to explore the
techniques and literary devices used by Rudyard Kipling to portray Nag effectively in this pivotal
paragraph. Through vivid descriptions, strategic language choices, and the portrayal of Nag’s
actions and motives, Kipling convinces the reader that Nag is not only dangerous but also possesses
a sense of purpose and cunning. This article delves into how the author achieves this convincing
portrayal in paragraph 23, analyzing the specific literary strategies employed.

Setting the Scene: The Context of Paragraph 23
Understanding the context of paragraph 23 is essential to grasp how Kipling persuades the reader
about Nag’s character. At this point in the story, Nag has been introduced as a threatening presence
in the garden. His actions reveal intelligence and a sense of threat that Kipling aims to emphasize to
the reader. Paragraph 23 is a crucial moment where the narrative heightens the tension, and
Kipling’s language helps to shape the reader’s perception of Nag.

Use of Vivid Descriptions to Highlight Nag’s Power and
Cunning

Descriptive Language Emphasizes Nag’s Physical Attributes
Kipling’s choice of descriptive words in paragraph 23 vividly portrays Nag’s physical strength and
agility, which convince the reader of his formidable nature. Words like “long,” “sleek,” and “deadly”
paint a picture of a snake that is both graceful and dangerous. The detailed descriptions help the
reader visualize Nag as a creature capable of swift and precise movements, reinforcing his threat
level.

Imagery that Conveys Nag’s Intelligence
The author uses imagery that suggests Nag’s intelligence and awareness. Phrases describing Nag’s
“keen eyes,” “sly flick of his tongue,” and “silent, watchful” movements imply that Nag is not just a
brute force but a clever predator. Kipling’s use of sensory details immerses the reader in Nag’s
perspective, making him seem more like a cunning adversary rather than a mindless serpent.

Strategic Language Choices to Portray Nag as a Threat



Use of Strong Adjectives and Verbs
In paragraph 23, Kipling employs powerful adjectives such as “deadly,” “cruel,” and “menacing” to
describe Nag, directly influencing the reader’s perception. The verbs associated with Nag’s actions,
like “slithered,” “struck,” and “lurking,” evoke a sense of danger and predatory intent. These word
choices serve to convince the reader that Nag is a significant threat worth caution.

Contrast and Tension
Kipling builds tension through contrast—highlighting Nag’s calm, calculated movements against the
background of the garden’s serenity. This contrast makes Nag’s presence more ominous and
convincing as a dangerous creature lurking beneath the peaceful surface. The careful selection of
language that emphasizes Nag’s stealth and patience reinforces his role as a strategic and
intelligent predator.

Portrayal of Nag’s Motivations and Actions

Actions that Demonstrate Cunning and Purpose
In paragraph 23, Nag’s actions are depicted as deliberate and purposeful. His “coiled” posture and
“sly” movements indicate a predator carefully preparing to strike or defend. By describing Nag’s
actions in detail, Kipling convinces the reader that Nag is not just a reactive creature but one with a
clear intent and strategic thinking.

Motivations that Elicit Respect and Fear
Kipling subtly hints at Nag’s motivation to protect his domain or retaliate against perceived threats.
The language suggests that Nag is driven by instinct but also possesses a sense of territoriality and
intelligence. This portrayal makes Nag seem more than a mere obstacle; he becomes a complex
character that commands both respect and fear from the reader.

Use of Literary Devices to Enhance Nag’s
Characterization

Personification and Symbolism
Although Nag is a snake, Kipling uses personification to attribute qualities such as “slyness” and
“cunning,” making him seem more like a character with intent. The snake’s actions are described
with a level of sophistication that elevates Nag beyond a simple animal, convincing the reader of his
importance in the story.



Metaphors and Similes
Kipling employs metaphors and similes, such as comparing Nag’s movements to “a shadow slipping
through the grass,” to evoke a sense of stealth and danger. These figures of speech serve to
reinforce Nag’s deadly efficiency and strategic mind, convincing the reader of his role as a
formidable opponent.

Conclusion: How Kipling Ultimately Convincing the
Reader in Paragraph 23
Through a combination of vivid descriptions, strategic language choices, detailed portrayal of
actions and motivations, and effective literary devices, Rudyard Kipling convincingly portrays Nag as
a dangerous, intelligent, and purposeful snake in paragraph 23 of “Rikki-Tikki-Tavi.” The author’s
careful crafting of language and imagery ensures that the reader perceives Nag as a significant
threat—more than just a common snake, but as a cunning and formidable adversary. This portrayal
heightens the tension in the story and deepens the reader’s engagement with the narrative,
emphasizing Nag’s importance as a character and the danger he represents.

By analyzing how Kipling uses these techniques, we see that his skillful storytelling not only creates
a vivid picture of Nag but also persuades the reader to see him as a complex and menacing figure.
This mastery of characterization in paragraph 23 is a testament to Kipling’s ability to manipulate
language for narrative effect, ensuring that Nag’s role in the story is both compelling and
convincing.

Frequently Asked Questions

What key details does the author provide in paragraph 23 to
portray Nag as a dangerous snake?
In paragraph 23, the author describes Nag’s fierce eyes, threatening posture, and the way he coils
tightly, all emphasizing his danger and aggressive nature.

How does the author use language in paragraph 23 to create a
sense of fear about Nag?
The author uses vivid and intense words like 'staring fiercely' and 'dangerous coils' to evoke fear and
highlight Nag's threatening presence.

What evidence from paragraph 23 suggests that Nag is a
formidable and threatening snake?
The paragraph depicts Nag with 'fiery eyes' and 'fierce attitude,' demonstrating his strength and
hostility, convincing the reader of his danger.



How does the description of Nag's posture in paragraph 23
help convince the reader of his threatening nature?
Nag's coiled and alert posture signals readiness to strike, emphasizing his aggression and making
him appear formidable.

In what way does the author use imagery in paragraph 23 to
depict Nag as a dangerous creature?
The author employs vivid imagery, such as describing Nag’s eyes as 'burning' and his movements as
'swift and menacing,' to reinforce his threatening character.

Does paragraph 23 compare Nag to any other animals or
objects to emphasize his danger?
Yes, the paragraph compares Nag's eyes to 'fiery orbs,' which intensifies his threatening appearance
and underscores his danger.

How does the tone in paragraph 23 contribute to convincing
the reader that Nag is a dangerous snake?
The tone is serious and intense, with descriptive words that create a sense of urgency and danger
surrounding Nag, convincing the reader of his threat.

What is the significance of the detailed physical description of
Nag in paragraph 23 in building suspense?
The detailed description heightens the reader’s awareness of Nag’s menace, building suspense and
emphasizing his role as a dangerous antagonist.

Additional Resources
In Rikki Tikki Tavi, How Does The Author Convince The Reader In Paragraph 23 That The Snake,
Nag, Is

In Rudyard Kipling’s classic story “Rikki Tikki Tavi,” the vivid portrayal of the snake Nag plays a
pivotal role in shaping the reader’s perception of this formidable creature. Paragraph 23, in
particular, stands out as a masterful piece of descriptive writing that seeks to convince the reader of
Nag’s character—balancing fearsome qualities with a nuanced depiction that invites both caution
and understanding. This article explores how Kipling strategically employs language, imagery, and
narrative techniques in paragraph 23 to persuade the reader that Nag is a complex, formidable, yet
ultimately understandable antagonist.

---

Contextualizing Nag’s Role in the Narrative



Before delving into paragraph 23, it’s important to understand Nag’s significance within the story.
Nag is not merely a villain; he embodies the primal force of nature, embodying both danger and a
sense of order within the jungle ecosystem. Kipling’s portrayal of Nag seeks to evoke a sense of
respect rather than outright vilification, compelling readers to see the snake as an integral part of
the natural world, with motives rooted in instinct and survival.

---

The Power of Language and Diction in Paragraph 23

One of the first ways Kipling convinces the reader of Nag’s formidable nature in paragraph 23 is
through careful selection of language. The diction used is deliberate, aiming to evoke a visceral
response.

Use of Strong, Vivid Adjectives

Kipling employs adjectives like “huge,” “coiled,” “silent,” and “deadly” to emphasize Nag’s physical
and psychological presence. These words serve multiple functions:

- Conveying Size and Strength: Words like “huge” and “coiled” paint a picture of a creature that
commands space and exudes power.
- Suggesting Stealth and Lethality: “Silent” underscores Nag’s stealth, highlighting that danger can
be lurking unseen, increasing the sense of suspense.
- Highlighting Danger: “Deadly” leaves no ambiguity about the threat Nag poses.

This careful diction ensures that the reader perceives Nag as a creature that embodies danger, yet
also as a natural entity operating by instinct.

---

Vivid Imagery and Sensory Details

Kipling’s use of sensory details in paragraph 23 is particularly effective in convincing the reader of
Nag’s formidable presence.

Visual Imagery

Descriptions such as “the blackness of his scales,” “the flickering tongue,” and “the flick of his tail”
create a vivid mental image. These details serve to:

- Create a Menacing Visual: The black scales evoke darkness and mystery, reinforcing Nag’s
intimidating appearance.
- Suggest Agility and Readiness: The flickering tongue and tail flicks imply a creature that is alert
and ready to strike, heightening the sense of imminent danger.

Auditory and Tactile Imagery

While primarily visual, Kipling subtly incorporates sounds and textures:

- The “hiss” (implied through context): Reinforces Nag’s threat and the alarm that should be felt by
the reader.



- The “smooth” feel of scales: Adds a tactile dimension, making Nag’s physicality more tangible.

These sensory details engage the reader’s imagination fully, making Nag’s presence palpable and
visceral.

---

Symbolism and Metaphor: Elevating Nag’s Character

Kipling doesn’t merely describe Nag as a creature; he employs symbolism to deepen the reader’s
understanding.

The Snake as a Symbol of Nature’s Power

In paragraph 23, Nag is presented not just as a dangerous animal but as a symbol of natural
authority. This is conveyed through phrases that evoke the snake’s dominion over its environment
and its instinctual role as a protector of the garden from intruders.

The “Silent Guardian”

The narrative subtly hints that Nag’s silence and stillness are signs of confidence and control,
positioning him as a natural guardian rather than an arbitrary villain.

---

Narrative Techniques: Building Suspense and Conveying Respect

Kipling’s narrative approach in paragraph 23 involves a careful balance of suspense and respect,
convincing the reader of Nag’s rightful place in the story’s ecosystem.

Use of Short, Impactful Sentences

The paragraph employs short sentences that pack punch, such as “He was a powerful snake,” or “He
had a coil of deadly strength.” These concise statements serve to emphasize Nag’s attributes without
over-explaining, making the description more commanding and credible.

Contrast with Rikki Tikki Tavi’s Perspective

Throughout the paragraph, Kipling subtly contrasts Nag’s formidable presence with Rikki Tikki
Tavi’s youthful confidence. This juxtaposition helps the reader see Nag not simply as evil but as a
creature to be respected—dangerous yet understandable.

---

The Cultural and Mythological Undertones

Kipling’s portrayal of Nag draws on cultural and mythological perceptions of snakes as symbols of
wisdom, danger, and power.

Respect for the Ancient and the Unknown



In paragraph 23, Nag is depicted in a way that resonates with the archetype of the wise yet
dangerous serpent found in various mythologies. This association lends an additional layer of
credibility and depth to the description, convincing the reader that Nag’s danger is rooted in
ancient, natural law rather than mere malice.

---

Persuasion Through Emotional Engagement

Finally, Kipling’s use of emotional language in paragraph 23 helps forge a connection between the
reader and Nag’s character.

- Respect and Awe: Words like “majestic,” “silent,” and “deadly” evoke awe, transforming fear into
admiration.
- Subtle Sympathy: The detailed description of Nag’s poised readiness hints at a creature that is not
inherently evil but simply fulfilling its role.

This emotional engagement persuades the reader to view Nag as a complex character—dangerous
yet understandable—rather than a one-dimensional villain.

---

Conclusion: A Masterclass in Persuasive Description

In paragraph 23 of “Rikki Tikki Tavi,” Rudyard Kipling masterfully convinces the reader that Nag is
a creature of formidable power, primal instinct, and natural authority. Through strategic use of
language, vivid imagery, symbolism, and emotional appeal, Kipling elevates Nag beyond mere
villainy, presenting him as a respected symbol of nature’s might.

This detailed and persuasive portrayal not only enriches the narrative but also invites readers to
appreciate the complexity of natural creatures—reminding us that danger often coexists with
understanding and respect. Kipling’s technique exemplifies how carefully crafted descriptive writing
can influence perception, making paragraph 23 a standout example of effective characterization in
children’s literature and a testament to the power of language in storytelling.

---
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