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Public? A. Calling For A pivotal change in American society, muckrakers
played a crucial role in exposing corruption, social injustices, and
unethical practices that were often hidden behind the scenes of rapid
industrialization and urbanization. Their investigative journalism not only
shed light on pressing issues but also mobilized public opinion and prompted
significant reforms. This article explores the vital services provided by
muckrakers during the early 1900s, emphasizing how their work called for a
transformation in government, business practices, and societal values to
establish a more just and equitable America.

Understanding the Role of Muckrakers in the
Early 1900s

Who Were the Muckrakers?
The term "muckraker" was popularized by President Theodore Roosevelt around
1906, who used it to describe journalists and writers who exposed corruption
and societal issues. These individuals dedicated their careers to
investigative journalism with a focus on uncovering scandals, abuses of
power, and social injustices that often went unnoticed or ignored by
mainstream media.

Some notable muckrakers include:

Ida Tarbell – Exposed monopolistic practices of Standard Oil

Upton Sinclair – Revealed the unsanitary conditions in the meatpacking
industry

Lincoln Steffens – Uncovered political corruption in city governments


