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---

Introduction to Functions and Their Ranges

Understanding the fundamental concepts of functions, inverse images, and ranges is essential in the study of
mathematics, particularly in set theory and analysis. When exploring functions, a common question arises
about how the images and inverse images of subsets relate to the overall range. This discussion will focus on
the statement:

If B � Y, then F(F^{-1}(B)) = R(F)

and will provide a detailed explanation, proof, and examples to clarify this important property.

---

Preliminaries and Definitions

Before delving into the main topic, let's review some key concepts and definitions:

1. Function F : X � Y
- A function F maps elements from set X (domain) to set Y (codomain).
- For each x � X, there exists a unique y � Y such that y = F(x).

2. Range R(F)
- The range of F, denoted R(F), is the set of all images of elements of X:

R(F) = { y � Y | � x � X such that F(x) = y }

3. Inverse Image F^{-1}(B)
- For B � Y, the inverse image (or preimage) of B under F is:

F^{-1}(B) = { x � X | F(x) � B }

- It is important to note that F^{-1}(B) � X.

---



Understanding the Statement

The statement to be proven is:

If B � Y, then F(F^{-1}(B)) = R(F)

This involves two sets:

1. The image of the inverse image: F(F^{-1}(B))
2. The range of F: R(F)

The key question is under what conditions these two sets are equal and what properties of the function F or
the subset B lead to this equality.

---

Analysis of the Sets Involved

Let's analyze the two sets:

1. F(F^{-1}(B))
- This is the image under F of the preimage of B.
- Since F^{-1}(B) � X, applying F to this set yields:

F(F^{-1}(B)) = { F(x) | x � X and F(x) � B }

- Essentially, this set consists of all elements in B that are images of elements from the domain X.

2. R(F)
- The range R(F) includes all elements in Y that are images of some element of X.

---

Key Observations and Theoretical Foundations

To understand the relationship, consider the following observations:

Observation 1: F(F^{-1}(B)) � B
- For any x � F^{-1}(B), by definition, F(x) � B.
- Therefore, applying F to F^{-1}(B) results in a subset of B.
- Formally:

F(F^{-1}(B)) � B



Observation 2: F(F^{-1}(B)) � R(F)
- Since F(F^{-1}(B)) is a subset of the images of elements in X, it must be a subset of R(F).

Observation 3: When is F(F^{-1}(B)) = R(F)?
- The equality holds when the image of the preimage of B covers the entire range of F.
- Specifically, F(F^{-1}(B)) = R(F) if and only if every element in R(F) is the image of some element in F^{-1}(B).

---

Proving the Main Result: F(F^{-1}(B)) = R(F)

Let's formalize the proof:

Assumption:
- B � Y, where B is arbitrary (could be the entire codomain Y or a subset).

Goal:
- Show that F(F^{-1}(B)) = R(F)

Proof Steps:

Show that F(F^{-1}(B)) � R(F)1.

Since F(F^{-1}(B)) is a set of images of elements in X, and R(F) is the set of all images, it follows
directly that:

F(F^{-1}(B)) � R(F)

Show that R(F) � F(F^{-1}(B))2.

Take any y � R(F). By definition, � x � X such that F(x) = y.

Now, consider the set B = Y (the entire codomain). Since B = Y, then:

F^{-1}(Y) = X, because every x � X maps into Y.

Therefore, F^{-1}(Y) = X, and applying F to this set yields:



F(F^{-1}(Y)) = F(X) = R(F)

More generally, for any B � Y, if y � R(F), then y = F(x) for some x � X.

Since F(x) = y, and y � R(F), then x � F^{-1}(Y). But if y � B, then x � F^{-1}(B).

However, if y � B, then y � F(F^{-1}(B)). To ensure the equality, B must contain all elements of R(F), i.e.,
B � R(F).

Thus, when B � R(F), then:

F(F^{-1}(B)) = R(F)

Special Case: When B = R(F)

- If B = R(F), then:

F^{-1}(R(F)) = { x � X | F(x) � R(F) } = X

- Therefore:

F(F^{-1}(R(F))) = F(X) = R(F)

- This confirms the statement in the particular case where B equals the entire range.

---

General Condition for Equality

From the above proof, we derive that:

- F(F^{-1}(B)) = R(F) if and only if B � R(F)

This is a crucial insight: the image of the inverse image of B equals the entire range of F when B contains all
images of F, i.e., when B includes the entire range.

Thus, the equality holds in the following scenarios:

When B = R(F)1.

When B � R(F)2.



---

Implications and Applications

Understanding this property has several important implications:

1. Surjective (Onto) Functions
- For surjective functions, R(F) = Y.
- Therefore, for any B � Y, B � R(F).
- Hence, for surjective functions:

F(F^{-1}(B)) = R(F) = Y

- This means the property holds for all B, simplifying many proofs and applications.

2. Non-surjective Functions
- For functions that are not onto, R(F) is a proper subset of Y.
- The property F(F^{-1}(B)) = R(F) holds only when B contains all the images of F.

3. Practical Usage
- This property is useful in inverse problems, such as solving equations, image processing, and data analysis,
where inverse images help to understand preconditions and images.

Examples Demonstrating the Property

Let's clarify with concrete examples:

Example 1: Surjective Function
- Define F : � � � by F(x) = 2x
- Range R(F) = �
- Let B = �
- Then:

F^{-1}(B) = �

F(F^{-1}(B)) = F(�) = � = R(F)

- Here, B = R(F), and the property holds.

Example 2: Non-surjective Function
- Define F : � � � by F(x) = e^x
- Range R(F) = (0, �)
- Let B = [0, �)
- Then:



F^{-1}(B)

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning of F^(-1)(B) in the context of a function F: X � Y?

F^(-1)(B), called the preimage or inverse image of B under F, is the set of all elements in X that map to elements
in B; formally, F^(-1)(B) = {x � X | F(x) � B}.

What does the statement F(F^(-1)(B)) = R(F) imply when B is a subset of Y?

It implies that the image of the preimage of B under F is equal to the entire range R(F), meaning F maps the preimage
of B onto the entire range, provided B is a subset of Y.

Under what conditions does the equality F(F^(-1)(B)) = R(F) hold true?

This equality holds when B is a subset of Y, ensuring that the preimage covers all elements that map into B,
and the image of that preimage covers the entire range R(F).

Why is the condition B � Y important in the statement F(F^(-1)(B)) = R(F)?

Because the preimage F^(-1)(B) is only well-defined when B is a subset of Y, and this condition ensures the
operation makes sense within the codomain, leading to the equality holding true.

Can the equality F(F^(-1)(B)) = R(F) be true if B is not a subset of Y? Why
or why not?

No, because F^(-1)(B) is only defined when B � Y. If B is outside Y, then F^(-1)(B) is undefined, so the equality
cannot hold.

Additional Resources

Introduction to Functions and Their Ranges

In the realm of mathematics, functions serve as fundamental building blocks that describe relationships between
sets. When analyzing functions, understanding the concepts of domain, codomain, and range becomes essential.
Here, we consider a function \( F : X \to Y \), where \(X\) and \(Y\) are sets, and explore the properties
associated with its inverse image and the range of \(F\).

The range of a function, denoted as \( R(F) \), is the set of all possible outputs or values that \(F\) can
produce when applied to elements of \(X\). Formally:
\[
R(F) = \{ y \in Y \mid \exists x \in X \text{ such that } F(x) = y \}
\]

The inverse image (or preimage) of a subset \( B \subseteq Y \), denoted \( F^{-1}(B) \), is the set of all
elements in \(X\) that map into \(B\):
\[
F^{-1}(B) = \{ x \in X \mid F(x) \in B \}
\]



Understanding the properties of inverse images and their relation to the range of a function is critical. The
statement under consideration is:

> If \( B \subseteq Y \), then \( F(F^{-1}(B)) = R(F) \) provided \( B \subseteq Y \).

In this detailed discussion, we will analyze this property, establish its proof, interpret its significance, and
explore related concepts to deepen our comprehension.

---

Understanding the Notation and Definitions

Before delving into the proof, it is imperative to clarify the core definitions involved:

1. The Function \(F : X \to Y\)

- It assigns each element \(x \in X\) exactly one element \(F(x) \in Y\).
- It can be injective (one-to-one), surjective (onto), or bijective (both), but for the current discussion, the
general properties hold regardless of injectivity or surjectivity unless specified.

2. The Range \( R(F) \)

- The set of all elements in \(Y\) that are images of elements in \(X\):
\[
R(F) = \{ y \in Y \mid \exists x \in X, F(x) = y \}
\]
- Note that \( R(F) \subseteq Y \), and for surjective functions, \( R(F) = Y \).

3. The Inverse Image \( F^{-1}(B) \)

- For a subset \( B \subseteq Y \), the inverse image is:
\[
F^{-1}(B) = \{ x \in X \mid F(x) \in B \}
\]
- It captures all elements in \(X\) that map into \(B\).

4. The Set \( F(F^{-1}(B)) \)

- It is the image of the inverse image of \(B\):
\[
F(F^{-1}(B)) = \{ F(x) \mid x \in X, F(x) \in B \}
\]
- Intuitively, it is the set of images of all elements in \(X\) that map into \(B\).

---

Statement of the Property and Its Significance

The property states:

> For any subset \( B \subseteq Y \),
> \[
> F(F^{-1}(B)) = R(F) \quad \text{provided} \quad B \subseteq Y
> \]



This statement demands that the image of the preimage of \(B\) under \(F\) equals the entire range of \(F\),
assuming \(B\) is a subset of \(Y\). To clarify, the statement asserts that:

- When \( B \subseteq Y \) and \( B \supseteq R(F) \), then \( F(F^{-1}(B)) = R(F) \).

This implies that if \( B \) contains the entire range of \(F\), then the image of the inverse image of \( B \) under
\(F\) is exactly the range of \(F\). This is a powerful statement with several implications:

- It connects the inverse image operation and the image operation.
- It emphasizes how the structure of \(B\) influences the image of the inverse preimage.
- It is fundamental in understanding how functions behave concerning subsets of the codomain.

---

Deep Dive into the Proof of the Property

To establish the assertion rigorously, we will proceed step-by-step, considering the statement:

\[
\text{If } B \subseteq Y, \text{ then } F(F^{-1}(B)) = R(F) \quad \text{given } B \supseteq R(F).
\]

1. Clarification of the Conditions

- The key assumption is that \( B \supseteq R(F) \). That is, the subset \( B \) contains all elements that are
images of \(X\) under \(F\).

2. Showing \( R(F) \subseteq F(F^{-1}(B)) \)

- Since \( B \supseteq R(F) \), every element \( y \in R(F) \) is contained in \( B \).

- For each \( y \in R(F) \), there exists an \( x \in X \) such that \( F(x) = y \).

- Because \( y \in B \) (by the assumption \( B \supseteq R(F) \)), then:

\[
x \in F^{-1}(B) \quad \text{since} \quad F(x) = y \in B.
\]

- Applying \(F\) to \(x\), we get:

\[
F(x) = y \quad \Rightarrow \quad y \in F(F^{-1}(B)).
\]

- Therefore, every \( y \in R(F) \) is in \( F(F^{-1}(B)) \), which gives:

\[
R(F) \subseteq F(F^{-1}(B))
\]

---

3. Showing \( F(F^{-1}(B)) \subseteq R(F) \)

- For any \( y \in F(F^{-1}(B)) \), by definition, there exists an \( x \in F^{-1}(B) \) such that:



\[
F(x) = y.
\]

- Since \( x \in F^{-1}(B) \), then:

\[
F(x) \in B,
\]
which yields:

\[
y = F(x) \in B.
\]

- But \( y \) is also an element of \( R(F) \) because \( y = F(x) \) for some \( x \in X \).

- This shows:

\[
F(F^{-1}(B)) \subseteq B.
\]

- Now, recall that \( R(F) \subseteq B \) by assumption, so:

\[
F(F^{-1}(B)) \subseteq B \supseteq R(F).
\]

- But the key point is that \(F(F^{-1}(B))\) contains all of \( R(F) \) (from the previous part), and is contained
within \( B \).

- Since \( R(F) \subseteq B \), and all elements of \( R(F) \) are in \( F(F^{-1}(B)) \), it follows that:

\[
F(F^{-1}(B)) = R(F).
\]

4. Summary of the Proof

- Given: \( B \subseteq Y \) with \( R(F) \subseteq B \).

- Then:

\[
F(F^{-1}(B)) = R(F).
\]

This completes the proof, illustrating that the image of the inverse image of \( B \) under \(F\) equals the
entire range of \(F\) provided \( B \) contains the entire range.

---

Implications and Applications of the Property

Understanding this property has several important consequences in mathematical analysis, set theory, and
related disciplines.



1. Surjective Functions

- If \(F\) is surjective, then \( R(F) = Y \).

- In this case, for any \( B \subseteq Y \) such that \( B \supseteq Y \), i.e., \( B = Y \), the property simplifies
to:

\[
F(F^{-1}(Y)) = R(F) = Y,
\]

which always holds, since:

\[
F^{-1}(Y) = X,
\]
and

\[
F(X) = R(F) = Y.
\]

This confirms that for surjective functions, the property simplifies and is always valid when \( B = Y \).

2. Non-surjective Functions

- When \(F\) is not surjective, \( R(F) \subsetneq Y \).

- The property indicates that to "capture" the entire range via inverse images, the subset \( B \) must at least
include \( R(F) \).

- If \( B \) does not include all of \( R(F) \), then:

\[
F(F^{-1}(B)) \subseteq B
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