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Understanding the exploratory journey of Pedro Álvares Cabral is a
fascinating chapter in the history of maritime exploration. As the Portuguese
navigator and explorer, Cabral's voyage in the early 16th century
significantly impacted global trade routes and the mapping of the world. To
accurately trace his route, it is essential to analyze historical maps and
images that depict his journey from Portugal to Brazil and beyond. This
article aims to guide readers through the key locations on the map associated
with Cabral’s expedition, helping you identify the correct route and
understand its importance.

---

Background: Who Was Pedro Álvares Cabral?

Pedro Álvares Cabral was a Portuguese nobleman and explorer born around
1467–1468. He is best known for leading the first expedition to Brazil in
1500, which resulted in the European discovery of the South American coast.
His voyage was part of Portugal's efforts to establish a sea route to India
and expand its colonial empire.

The journey was commissioned by the Portuguese Crown, and Cabral's fleet set
sail from Lisbon, navigating through the Atlantic Ocean, around the Cape of
Good Hope, and along the eastern coast of Africa, before reaching Brazil. His
successful landing on the Brazilian coast marked the beginning of Portuguese
colonization in South America.

---

Analyzing the Route of Pedro Lvares Cabral on
Historical Maps

Understanding Cabral's route requires familiarity with the typical paths of
Portuguese exploration during that era. Historically, the route involved
sailing southward along the coast of Africa, rounding the Cape of Good Hope,
and then crossing the Indian Ocean towards India. However, Cabral's voyage



took a somewhat different trajectory, as he accidentally or intentionally
veered westward into the South Atlantic, leading to the discovery of Brazil.

Key Locations to Identify on the Map

When examining the image associated with Cabral's route, look for the
following locations:

1. Lisbon, Portugal – Starting point of the voyage
2. Cape Verde Islands – A common stopover for Portuguese ships
3. The coast of West Africa – Near modern-day Senegal and Ghana
4. Cape of Good Hope – The southern tip of Africa
5. Indian Ocean crossing – The route towards India
6. Brazilian coast – The landing point in 1500
7. Return route to Portugal – The return voyage through the Atlantic

---

Step-by-Step Breakdown of Cabral's Route

To fully understand Cabral's journey, it is crucial to analyze each segment
and the significance of the locations he passed.

1. Departure from Lisbon
- Start Point: Lisbon, Portugal
- The voyage began in the Portuguese capital, a major hub for maritime
exploration during the Age of Discovery.
- The fleet comprised several ships, including the flagship "Caravela"
commanded by Cabral.

2. Crossing the Atlantic Ocean
- The fleet headed southwest into the Atlantic, following the traditional
route used by Portuguese explorers.
- Key Stopover: The Cape Verde Islands, which served as a crucial resupply
point.

3. Navigating Near West Africa
- After leaving Cape Verde, ships traveled along the coast of West Africa,
around modern-day Senegal and Ghana.
- This segment was essential for maintaining supplies and adjusting the
course.



4. Rounding the Cape of Good Hope
- One of the most significant milestones, the fleet navigated around the
southern tip of Africa.
- Historically, this marked the opening of a maritime route to Asia via the
southern seas.
- Cabral’s voyage was notable for successfully rounding this Cape,
demonstrating Portuguese navigational prowess.

5. Indian Ocean Route (Intended Path to India)
- Following the Cape, the ships crossed the Indian Ocean towards India.
- This part of the route was aimed at establishing trade routes with Asian
markets.

6. Accidental Westward Turn and Discovery of Brazil
- Unlike the planned route to India, Cabral's fleet veered westward, possibly
due to navigational errors or intentional exploration.
- This led to the discovery of the Brazilian coast in April 1500.
- The landing site is generally associated with present-day Porto Seguro or
nearby regions.

7. Return Voyage to Portugal
- After establishing a foothold in Brazil, Cabral's fleet turned back,
sailing across the Atlantic.
- The return route took them back along the African coast, passing near the
Cape Verde Islands before reaching Portugal.

---

Key Locations on the Map of Cabral’s Route

To correctly identify the route on the provided image, focus on the following
locations:

- Lisbon, Portugal: Starting point
- Cape Verde Islands: Atlantic stopover
- West African coast: Near modern Senegal or Ghana
- Cape of Good Hope, South Africa: The southern tip of Africa
- Indian Ocean crossing: Towards the eastern coast of Africa and Asia
- Brazilian coast: The landing in 1500, likely in present-day Bahia or
Espírito Santo
- Return route: Crossing the Atlantic back to Portugal



---

Why Correctly Identifying These Locations
Matters

Understanding the precise route of Pedro Cabral is crucial for several
reasons:

- Historical Accuracy: It helps clarify the sequence of events leading to the
European discovery of Brazil.
- Navigation Techniques: Analyzing the route offers insights into 16th-
century maritime navigation.
- Colonial Impact: Knowing where Cabral landed informs the history of
Portuguese colonization.
- Geographical Knowledge: It enhances understanding of the knowledge and
limitations of explorers during the Age of Discovery.

---

Common Mistakes and Misinterpretations on the
Map

When analyzing images or maps of Cabral’s route, be aware of these common
pitfalls:

- Confusing the route with other explorers: For example, Columbus or Vasco da
Gama had different routes.
- Incorrectly identifying Brazilian landing sites: The exact location is
debated but generally accepted near Porto Seguro.
- Misplacing the Cape of Good Hope: It is located at the southern tip of
Africa, not in the Atlantic.
- Assuming a direct route to India without considering the accidental
westward turn.

---

Conclusion: Recognizing the Correct Route on
the Map

To summarize, when selecting all correct locations on the image depicting
Pedro Lvares Cabral's route, ensure the following are accurately marked:



- Lisbon, Portugal (starting point)
- Cape Verde Islands (Atlantic crossing)
- West African coast (near modern Senegal or Ghana)
- Cape of Good Hope (southern tip of Africa)
- Indian Ocean crossing (towards India)
- Brazilian coast (discovery site)
- Return across the Atlantic to Portugal

By carefully analyzing these locations and understanding their significance,
you can confidently identify the correct route taken by Cabral. His voyage
remains a pivotal moment in world exploration, marking the European discovery
of Brazil and expanding the horizons of global navigation.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of the activity asking to
select locations on the image?
The activity aims to identify and select the correct geographical locations
related to Pedro Álvares Cabral's route.

Which route did Pedro Álvares Cabral take during his
voyage?
Pedro Álvares Cabral's route took him from Portugal across the Atlantic
Ocean, around the coast of Africa, and ultimately to Brazil, before
continuing to India.

What are the key locations to select when tracing
Cabral's route?
Key locations include Portugal, the Atlantic Ocean, the coast of Africa
(particularly the Cape of Good Hope), Brazil, and India.

Why is it important to correctly identify Cabral's
route on the map?
Correct identification helps understand the historical significance of his
voyage, including the discovery of Brazil and the sea route to India.



Which ocean did Pedro Álvares Cabral cross during
his voyage?
He crossed the Atlantic Ocean and the Indian Ocean during his expedition.

What was the significance of Cabral's landing in
Brazil?
His landing in Brazil marked the Portuguese claim to the territory, leading
to the establishment of Portuguese Brazil.

How does understanding Cabral's route help in
learning about global exploration?
It provides insight into early European navigation, trade routes, and the age
of exploration that shaped world history.

In the activity, why must students select all
correct locations instead of just one?
Because Cabral's route involved multiple key locations, selecting all correct
ones offers a comprehensive understanding of his voyage's scope and
significance.

Additional Resources
PLEASE ANSWER ASAP!! Select ALL The Correct Locations On The Image Which
Route Did Pedro Lvares Cabral — this question demands a careful analysis of
historical maps and routes taken by the famed Portuguese explorer Pedro
Álvares Cabral. Understanding Cabral’s route is essential for grasping the
broader context of the Age of Discovery, Portuguese maritime expansion, and
the opening of new trade routes between Europe and Asia. In this guide, we
will explore the key locations associated with Cabral’s voyage, delve into
his route across the Atlantic, and clarify the historical significance of
each point along his journey.

---

Introduction: The Significance of Pedro Álvares Cabral’s Voyage

Pedro Álvares Cabral’s expedition in 1500 is one of the most pivotal moments
in maritime exploration. Tasked with establishing a Portuguese presence in
India, Cabral’s fleet set sail from Lisbon with the primary goal of
navigating around Africa’s Cape of Good Hope. However, due to a combination
of favorable winds and perhaps a bit of navigational chance, Cabral’s ships
veered westward, leading to the discovery of Brazil — a land that would
become a Portuguese colony. Recognizing the importance of understanding the



route he took, this article aims to help you select the correct locations on
the map that correspond to Cabral’s historic journey.

---

Overview of Pedro Álvares Cabral’s Route

The Starting Point: Lisbon, Portugal

- Lisbon was the launching point of Cabral’s fleet, serving as the starting
point for most Portuguese explorations during the Age of Discovery.
- The fleet departed around March 1500, aiming to reach India via the
southern tip of Africa.

The Atlantic Crossing

- After leaving Lisbon, Cabral’s fleet headed southwest into the Atlantic
Ocean.
- The voyage was characterized by navigating westward into open ocean,
following the trade winds and ocean currents.

The Discovered Land: Brazil

- Around April or May 1500, Cabral’s fleet made landfall in what is now
Brazil.
- This event marked the European discovery of Brazil, which Cabral claimed
for Portugal.

Continuing the Voyage: Around Africa to India

- After establishing a temporary settlement and claiming Brazil, Cabral’s
fleet resumed their voyage southward along the coast of Africa.
- They rounded the Cape of Good Hope, then traveled up the eastern coast of
Africa.
- The fleet finally reached the Indian subcontinent, arriving at Calicut
(present-day Kozhikode) in India.

---

Key Locations on Cabral’s Route

To accurately select the correct locations on the image, focus on the
following points:

1. Lisbon, Portugal

- Significance: Starting point of the voyage, from where the fleet set sail.
- Features to identify: The port city on the European Atlantic coast.

2. The Atlantic Ocean (Westward Crossings)



- Significance: The vast open ocean where the fleet navigated southwest.
- Features to identify: The open sea area between Portugal and the landmass
where Brazil was discovered.

3. The Coast of Brazil

- Significance: The landfall where Cabral’s ships made land in April 1500.
- Features to identify: A coastline along the eastern South American
continent, generally around present-day Brazil.

4. The Cape of Good Hope (South Africa)

- Significance: The southern tip of Africa, vital for the route to India.
- Features to identify: The southernmost point of Africa on the map, often
marked as Cape of Good Hope.

5. The East African Coast

- Significance: The route along the coast of modern-day Kenya, Tanzania, and
Mozambique.
- Features to identify: A series of ports and coastal regions up the eastern
coast of Africa.

6. The Indian Subcontinent (Calicut/Kozhikode)

- Significance: The ultimate destination in India, where Cabral’s fleet
arrived.
- Features to identify: The southwestern coast of India, with a port city
marked as Calicut.

---

Step-by-Step Guide to Identifying Correct Locations

Step 1: Locate Lisbon on the Map

- Look for Portugal’s capital on the Atlantic coast of Europe.
- Usually marked prominently.

Step 2: Trace the Atlantic Ocean crossing

- Follow a curved route heading southwest from Lisbon into the open Atlantic.
- The route should depict a westward trajectory across the Atlantic Ocean.

Step 3: Identify the landmass where Brazil is located

- Look for a large landmass on the eastern coast of South America.
- The land should be roughly in the vicinity of present-day Brazil,
characterized by a broad coastline stretching along the Atlantic.

Step 4: Mark the landfall point



- The initial landfall made by Cabral’s fleet is generally represented
somewhere near the northeastern coast of Brazil.
- The exact point can be around present-day Pernambuco or Bahia, but for the
purpose of the route, any point along the eastern coast of Brazil is
appropriate.

Step 5: Follow the route south along the African coast

- After leaving Brazil, the route curves southward along the eastern coast of
Africa.
- The route should pass near the southern tip of Africa, where the Cape of
Good Hope is located.

Step 6: Identify the Cape of Good Hope

- The southernmost tip of Africa, often marked with a distinctive cape or
promontory.
- This is a crucial navigation point for ships heading to India.

Step 7: Continue up the east coast of Africa

- The route proceeds northward along the eastern coast, stopping at key ports
or landmarks, such as present-day Mombasa or Malindi.

Step 8: The Indian destination—Calicut

- The route culminates at the southwestern coast of India.
- Calicut (Kozhikode) is the historically significant port city where Cabral
arrived in India, opening Portuguese trade.

---

Common Mistakes and Clarifications

- Incorrectly identifying the route as going around the Cape of Good Hope
only: Cabral’s route included a significant crossing of the Atlantic and a
detour to Brazil, often overlooked.
- Confusing the discovery of Brazil with other South American explorations:
Remember that Cabral was the first European documented to land in Brazil.
- Misidentifying the destination point in India: Cabral’s fleet primarily
aimed for the Malabar Coast, with Calicut being the key port.

---

Summary Table of Correct Locations

| Location | Significance | Approximate Map Position |
|----------------------|-----------------------------------------------------
------|----------------------------------------------|
| Lisbon | Starting point of the voyage | European Atlantic coast |
| Atlantic Ocean | Crossing from Europe to South America | Open sea between



Portugal and Brazil |
| Brazil coast | Landfall and discovery of Brazil | Eastern coast of South
America |
| Cape of Good Hope | Southern tip of Africa, route to India | Southern tip
of Africa |
| East African Coast | Navigational route along Africa’s eastern shores |
East coast of Africa |
| Calicut (Kozhikode) | Portuguese arrival in India, endpoint of voyage |
Southwestern coast of India |

---

Final Thoughts: Understanding the Route

Understanding Pedro Lvares Cabral’s route is fundamental in appreciating the
scope and significance of European exploration during the early 16th century.
His voyage not only marked the first European sighting of Brazil but also
established a sea route to India that would influence global trade for
centuries. When selecting locations on the map, focus on the key navigational
landmarks: Lisbon, the Atlantic crossing, Brazil, the Cape of Good Hope, the
east coast of Africa, and finally, Calicut. These points collectively trace
Cabral’s historic journey and highlight the interconnectedness of the world
even in the Age of Discovery.

---

Remember: Accurate identification of these locations requires understanding
their geographical context and historical significance. Use this guide as a
reference to select all the correct locations on the image and to appreciate
the remarkable voyage of Pedro Álvares Cabral.
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