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In 1921, North Dakota experienced a significant political upheaval when voters initiated
efforts to remove Governor Lynn J. Frazier from office. This event marked a pivotal
moment in the state's political history, reflecting broader tensions within the Progressive
Era reforms and the influence of populist movements. Understanding the circumstances
that led to this unusual political action provides insight into North Dakota's political
climate during the early 20th century.

Background: North Dakota's Political Climate in
the Early 20th Century

Progressive Movements and Farmer-Labor Politics
During the early 1900s, North Dakota was a hotbed of Progressive activism. Farmers,
laborers, and reform-minded citizens sought to combat economic inequalities, corporate
influence, and political corruption. The rise of the Nonpartisan League (NPL), founded in
1915, exemplified this movement, advocating for government control of industries like
grain elevators and banks to protect farmers' interests.

The Rise of Lynn J. Frazier
Lynn J. Frazier emerged as a prominent leader aligned with these reform efforts. Elected
as governor in 1921, Frazier was a member of the Nonpartisan League and championed
policies aimed at economic independence for North Dakota's farmers and workers. His
administration was characterized by efforts to implement state-owned enterprises and
reduce the influence of big business.

The Political Crisis of 1921

Discontent and Opposition
Despite his initial popularity, Frazier's tenure soon faced opposition from conservative
factions, business interests, and political rivals. Critics accused him of overreach, fiscal
mismanagement, and unpopular policies. Tensions escalated as conflicts over state-owned



enterprises and economic policies intensified.

The Move for Recall
In 1921, opponents of Frazier launched a recall movement, alleging misconduct,
mismanagement, and failure to serve the interests of all North Dakotans. The effort
required collecting a significant number of signatures from registered voters, reflecting
widespread dissatisfaction.

The Significance of the Recall Effort

Legal and Political Context
The recall process was relatively new in North Dakota, having been established in the
state constitution during the Progressive Era. It was seen as a tool for direct democracy,
allowing citizens to remove elected officials before the end of their terms.

Public Sentiment and Political Divisions
The recall reflected a deeply divided political landscape, with supporters viewing Frazier
as a champion of reform and opponents perceiving him as a threat to stability and
economic interests. The movement underscored the tensions between progressive ideals
and conservative values.

The Outcome of the 1921 Recall Effort

Signature Collection and Election
Supporters of the recall gathered the required signatures, leading to a special election in
1921. The vote was closely contested, highlighting the contentious nature of the recall.

Results and Aftermath
Ultimately, the recall was successful, and Lynn J. Frazier was removed from office. His
ousting marked one of the earliest successful recalls of a governor in U.S. history.
Frazier's removal sent shockwaves through North Dakota politics and served as a
cautionary tale about the limits of reformist agendas.



Implications and Legacy of the 1921 Recall

Impact on North Dakota Politics
The recall demonstrated the power of direct democracy tools like the initiative and
referendum. It also highlighted the volatility of reform movements when opposed by
entrenched economic and political interests.

Influence on Future Political Movements
The event influenced subsequent political strategies, emphasizing the importance of
building broad-based support and managing opposition. It also underscored the potential
risks for reform-minded leaders in volatile political environments.

Historical Significance
The removal of Governor Frazier in 1921 remains a notable event in American political
history, exemplifying how populist movements can challenge established political
structures and how the recall process can serve as both a tool for accountability and a
catalyst for political upheaval.

Conclusion

The 1921 recall effort against North Dakota Governor Lynn J. Frazier is a remarkable
chapter in the state's history, illustrating the complexities of reform movements and the
power dynamics within early 20th-century politics. It underscores the importance of
understanding local political contexts and the potential consequences of using direct
democracy mechanisms. Today, the legacy of this event continues to influence discussions
on governance, political accountability, and the role of populist activism in American
democracy.

Additional Resources for Further Reading

"North Dakota Political History" by John E. Miller

"The Nonpartisan League and the Politics of North Dakota" by William C. Sherman

North Dakota Blue Book: Historical Elections and Political Events

Online archives of North Dakota newspapers from 1921



Frequently Asked Questions

What events led to the call for the removal of Governor
Lynn J. in North Dakota in 1921?
The movement to remove Governor Lynn J. in 1921 was driven by political unrest,
economic challenges, and dissatisfaction with his policies, particularly regarding
agricultural issues and responses to the post-World War I economic downturn.

Why did North Dakota voters want to remove Governor
Lynn J. in 1921?
Voters aimed to remove Governor Lynn J. due to concerns over his handling of state
affairs, including opposition to certain reforms, dissatisfaction with his leadership during a
period of economic hardship, and political disagreements.

What was the outcome of the 1921 movement to remove
Governor Lynn J. in North Dakota?
The effort to remove Governor Lynn J. was ultimately unsuccessful; he remained in office,
but the movement reflected significant political tensions within the state at the time.

Was there a formal impeachment process against
Governor Lynn J. in North Dakota in 1921?
No, there was no formal impeachment process. The call for removal was primarily through
political protests and efforts to influence elections or appointment changes.

How did the political climate in North Dakota in 1921
influence the movement to remove Governor Lynn J.?
The political climate was tumultuous, with rising populist and progressive sentiments,
economic struggles, and opposition from different political factions, all contributing to the
push to remove the governor.

What legacy did the 1921 attempt to remove Governor
Lynn J. leave on North Dakota politics?
The 1921 movement highlighted the intense political divisions of the era and underscored
the importance of public opinion and activism in shaping state leadership, influencing
future political dynamics in North Dakota.
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The early 20th century was a period of intense political upheaval and reform across the
United States, with many states experiencing unrest over governance, corruption, and
shifting political alliances. North Dakota, a state often characterized by its pioneering
spirit and progressive movements, was no exception. In 1921, a tumultuous political
episode unfolded involving the call for the removal of Governor Lynn J. Frazier—a pivotal
moment that encapsulates the tensions of the era. This article seeks to unravel the
complex narrative behind this event, exploring the background, causes, and consequences
of the attempted removal, and shedding light on the broader political climate of North
Dakota in the early 1920s.

---

Contextual Background: North Dakota in the Early 20th Century

Before delving into the specifics of the 1921 crisis, it is essential to understand North
Dakota’s political landscape during this period. Established as a frontier state largely
driven by agriculture, North Dakota's economy and society were deeply intertwined with
rural communities, farmers, and local political movements.

By the 1910s and early 1920s, the state experienced a surge of progressive activism,
influenced by the broader Populist and Progressive movements sweeping across America.
These movements sought reforms in government transparency, regulation of corporations,
and farmers’ rights. The Nonpartisan League (NPL), founded in 1915, became a dominant
political force advocating for state ownership of key industries, including grain elevators
and banks, and challenging traditional political establishments.

The political environment was marked by fierce debates between progressive reformers
and conservative interests aligned with big business and traditional political parties. The
NPL’s influence grew rapidly, culminating in electoral victories and the election of leaders
sympathetic to its radical platform.

---

The Rise of Lynn J. Frazier and Political Tensions

Lynn J. Frazier was a prominent figure in North Dakota politics. Elected governor in 1916
as a Progressive, he became associated with the Nonpartisan League’s policies. His
administration focused on implementing reforms such as state-controlled industries, tax
reforms favoring farmers, and efforts to curtail the influence of large corporations.

However, Frazier’s tenure was also marked by controversy and opposition from
entrenched political and economic interests hostile to the NPL’s radical policies. The
political landscape was highly polarized, with factions vying for control of state
institutions.

In 1921, tensions escalated as opposition to Frazier’s policies intensified. Critics accused



him of overreach, mismanagement, and failing to address economic challenges faced by
farmers and small businesses. The state’s political climate was combustible, setting the
stage for the extraordinary events that would unfold.

---

The Call for Removal: The 20-Point Crisis

The phrase "PLEASE HELP!!! 20 Points!!" reflects the urgent and desperate tone of those
demanding action against Governor Frazier. It originated from a series of petitions and
public campaigns that outlined specific grievances—twenty points—aimed at justifying his
removal.

The 20 Points: Key Grievances

While the exact list of grievances varied among different groups, some of the most
commonly cited issues included:

1. Mismanagement of state funds
2. Failure to effectively support farmers during economic downturn
3. Overreach of executive authority
4. Corruption allegations involving state agencies
5. Neglect of rural and small-town interests
6. Failure to control inflation and stabilize grain prices
7. Weaponization of state resources for political advantage
8. Disregard for legal procedures in policy implementation
9. Inadequate response to labor disputes and strikes
10. Perceived favoritism toward certain industrial interests
11. Failure to uphold transparency in government actions
12. Neglect of public welfare programs
13. Suppression of political dissent
14. Inadequate communication with constituents
15. Inconsistent enforcement of laws
16. Alleged patronage and nepotism
17. Failure to address corruption in state agencies
18. Poor handling of economic policies affecting farmers
19. Lack of accountability for policy failures
20. Erosion of democratic principles

The compilation of these grievances was circulated widely, fueling public outrage and
mobilizing opponents of Governor Frazier.

---

The Mechanisms of Removal: Political and Legal Strategies

The movement to remove Frazier was unprecedented in North Dakota’s history.
Historically, governors could be impeached or subjected to recall elections, but such
processes were rarely utilized.

Impeachment Proceedings



In 1921, opposition groups, including conservative lawmakers and business interests,
initiated impeachment proceedings. The process involved:

- Drafting articles of impeachment citing alleged misconduct.
- Assembling evidence to substantiate claims.
- Holding hearings before the state legislature.
- Voting on articles of impeachment in the Legislative Assembly.

Despite fierce debates, the impeachment effort faced significant hurdles due to political
divisions and Frazier’s support base.

The Recall Election

A more direct mechanism was the proposed recall election—an effort to remove Frazier
from office through a popular vote. Supporters collected signatures from a substantial
portion of the electorate, asserting that Frazier’s leadership was detrimental to the state’s
interests.

However, legal and constitutional challenges arose concerning the validity of the recall
process, and the effort was ultimately thwarted or stalled by political maneuvering.

---

The Role of Public Opinion and Media

Media outlets played a crucial role in shaping public perception. Progressive newspapers
and radio broadcasts criticized Frazier’s administration, emphasizing allegations of
mismanagement and corruption. Conversely, pro-Frazier outlets argued that the removal
efforts were politically motivated attempts to undermine reform movements.

Public rallies, protests, and petitions characterized the tumultuous atmosphere. The
phrase "PLEASE HELP!!! 20 Points!!" became a rallying cry, symbolizing the desperation
of opponents seeking swift action.

---

Outcomes and Aftermath

The crisis of 1921 did not result in Frazier’s immediate removal. Instead, it highlighted the
deep divisions within North Dakota’s political landscape. Several key developments
ensued:

1. Frazier’s Political Resilience: Despite mounting opposition, Frazier maintained his
office, though his authority was severely challenged.
2. Increased Political Polarization: The events intensified factional divides, with national
attention focusing on North Dakota’s experiment in reform and resistance.
3. Legal and Institutional Reforms: The controversy prompted discussions about the
state’s constitutional provisions concerning impeachment and recall procedures, leading
to subsequent reforms.
4. The Rise of Opposition Movements: The anti-Frazier coalition continued to organize,
eventually contributing to shifts in electoral politics in North Dakota.



5. Frazier’s Political Career: Frazier would later be involved in national politics, including
serving as a U.S. Senator, but the 1921 episode remained a defining moment of his
gubernatorial tenure.

---

Broader Significance: Lessons from the 1921 Crisis

The North Dakota political upheaval of 1921 offers valuable insights into the dynamics of
reform movements, political resistance, and governance under pressure. It underscores
the importance of institutional checks and balances, the influence of public opinion, and
the perils of political polarization.

This episode also exemplifies how grassroots activism—embodied in calls like "PLEASE
HELP!!! 20 Points!!"—can challenge established power structures, for better or worse. It
reflects the broader struggles of American states during a transformative era marked by
economic upheaval, social change, and ideological battles.

---

Conclusion

The 1921 call for the removal of Governor Lynn J. Frazier remains a significant chapter in
North Dakota’s political history. It encapsulates the tensions between reform-minded
progressives and conservative interests, highlighting the complexities of governance amid
social upheaval. While Frazier’s removal was ultimately unsuccessful, the event left a
lasting legacy—prompting legal reforms, shaping political discourse, and illustrating the
enduring power of citizen activism.

Understanding this episode provides not only a window into North Dakota’s unique
political evolution but also broader lessons about the challenges of reform, the importance
of democratic institutions, and the enduring quest for accountability in government. As
history continues to inform contemporary debates, the story of 1921 serves as a reminder
of the dynamic and often turbulent nature of American political life.
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