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In the world of English grammar, especially when discussing courses, activities, or events, choosing
the correct verb form is essential for clear communication. Many students and learners often find
themselves confused between the words attended, attends, and attending. Understanding when and
how to use each form can significantly improve your writing and speaking skills. This article will
guide you through the differences between these verb forms, provide practical examples, and help
you confidently select the correct answer in various contexts related to courses and attendance.

Understanding the Basics: The Verb "Attend"

Before diving into the specific forms, it’s important to understand the base verb:
- Attend: To be present at a particular event, meeting, or activity.

The verb "attend" is a regular verb, and its forms change depending on tense, subject, and
grammatical structure.

The Three Forms of "Attend": An Overview

The main forms of "attend" relevant to your question are:
1. attended - Past tense and past participle
2. attends - Present tense (third person singular)

3. attending - Present participle/gerund

Understanding how each form is used will help decide which is correct in your sentence.



When to Use "Attended"

"Attended" is used in the past tense to describe a completed action.

Examples:

- [ attended six courses last semester.

- She attended the training session yesterday.
- They attended the conference last week.

Key points:
- Use "attended" when talking about events or activities that happened in the past.
- It can also serve as a past participle in perfect tenses (e.g., have attended, had attended).

When to Use "Attends"

"Attends" is the third person singular present tense form of "attend."

Examples:

- He attends three courses this semester.

- The student attends classes regularly.

- My friend attends a cooking class every Saturday.

Key points:
- Use "attends" when referring to a singular subject in the present tense.
- It is typical when talking about someone’s current or habitual attendance.

When to Use "Attending"

"Attending" is the present participle or gerund form of "attend." It is used in continuous tenses or as
a noun.

Examples:

- She is attending a workshop right now.

- They are attending six courses this semester.

- Attending these courses helps improve your skills.

Key points:

- Use "attending" when describing ongoing actions.

- It can be part of continuous verb tenses (e.g., is attending, was attending).

- It can act as a noun (gerund), often in phrases like "attending classes" or "attending courses."



Contextual Usage: Choosing the Correct Verb Form

Understanding the context is crucial in selecting the right form:

1. Talking about Past Activities
- Use attended.
- Example: [ attended six courses last year.

2. Describing Habitual or Current Attendance
- Use attends.
- Example: She attends three courses every semester.

3. Referring to Ongoing or Future Actions

- Use attending.
- Example: He is attending a seminar today.

Practical Examples with "Courses": Applying the
Correct Verb Form

Let’s explore some sample sentences involving courses and the appropriate verb form:
- Correct: I attended six courses during my college years.

- Correct: She attends a language course every spring.

- Correct: They are attending a series of workshops this month.

Incorrect usage can lead to confusion or grammatical errors, such as:

- Incorrect: I attends six courses last year. (Should be "attended")

- Incorrect: She attending a course now. (Should be "is attending" or "attending")
- Incorrect: They attends classes regularly. (Should be "attend" or "attends" depending on subject)

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Understanding common pitfalls can help you improve your grammar:

- Mistake 1: Using "attends" when talking about past events.
- Correction: Use "attended."
- Mistake 2: Using "attending" without the auxiliary verb "is" or "are" in continuous tense.



- Correction: Use "is attending" or "are attending."
- Mistake 3: Confusing "attended" and "attending" in sentence structure.
- Correction: Remember that "attended" is past tense, "attending" is present participle.

Summary: How to Choose the Correct Form

To summarize, here are key points to help you decide which form to use:

- Use attended when talking about completed past actions related to courses.
- Use attends when describing current or habitual attendance in the present tense.
- Use attending when describing ongoing actions or as a noun/gerund.

SEO Tips: Optimizing Content for "attended," "attends,'

and "attending"

For content creators or language learners aiming to optimize this topic for SEO, consider these
strategies:

- Incorporate keywords naturally: "attended courses," "attends classes," "attending seminars."
- Use headings with relevant keywords: e.g., "When to Use Attended, Attends, and Attending."
- Include FAQs addressing common questions about verb forms.

- Provide clear examples and explanations to enhance user engagement.

- Use internal links to related grammar topics for better SEO performance.

Conclusion: Mastering "Attended,"” "Attends," and
"Attending"

Choosing the correct verb form when discussing courses and attendance is crucial for clear and
accurate communication. Remember:

- Attended = past completed action
- Attends = present habitual action (third person singular)
- Attending = ongoing action or gerund

By understanding the context and subject, you can confidently select the right form to express
yourself effectively. Keep practicing with real-life examples, and you'll master the use of these forms
in no time!



Need more help? Keep practicing by constructing sentences using each form, and review grammar
rules related to verb tenses and forms. Whether you're writing about your educational journey or
describing ongoing activities, knowing when and how to use "attended," "attends," and "attending"
will make your English much clearer and more professional.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which form of the verb should I use in this sentence: 'l six
courses'?

You should use 'attend' (present tense) or 'attended' (past tense), depending on the context. For
example, 'I attend six courses' or 'I attended six courses'.

What is the correct form of the verb to match the sentence: 'l
six courses' if I am currently enrolled?

The correct form is 'attend’, so the sentence should be 'I attend six courses'.

If I want to say I was enrolled in six courses last semester,
which verb form should I use?

You should use the past tense 'attended’', making the sentence 'l attended six courses'.

Should I say 'I am attending six courses' or 'I attend six
courses' to express ongoing enrollment?

You should say 'l am attending six courses' to indicate current ongoing activity, or 'I attend six
courses' for a general statement.

Which option best fits this sentence: 'I six courses this
semester'?

The best option is 'am attending’, so the complete sentence is 'I am attending six courses this
semester’.

Additional Resources
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Choosing the correct verb form in English can sometimes be tricky, especially when dealing with
different tenses and contexts. The phrase "Six courses" is singular in its core meaning but refers to



multiple items, which influences the choice among "attended," "attends," and "attending." If you're
struggling with this, you're not alone. This guide will walk you through the nuances of each form,
clarify their proper usage, and provide practical tips to help you confidently select the right answer
in any sentence involving these words.

Understanding the Basics: The Verb Forms in Context

Before diving into specific examples, it's essential to understand the fundamental differences
between "attended," "attends," and "attending." They are all forms of the verb "to attend," but each
serves a distinct grammatical purpose.

1. "Attended" - Past Tense

- Definition: Indicates that the action of attending happened in the past.
- Form: Past simple tense.

- Usage: Used when referring to a completed action or event.

Example:
I attended six courses last semester.

2. "Attends" - Present Tense (Third Person Singular)

- Definition: Describes a habitual action or a general truth in the present.

- Form: Present simple tense, third person singular.

- Usage: Used with singular nouns or third person singular subjects, e.g., "he," "she," "it," or a
singular noun like "course."

Example:
She attends six courses every semester.

3. "Attending" - Present Participle / Gerund

- Definition: The -ing form of the verb, used in continuous tenses or as a noun.
- Form: Present participle.

- Usage:

- To indicate ongoing action (present continuous tense).

- As a noun (gerund) representing the act of being present or participating.

Examples:

I am attending six courses this semester. (ongoing action)
Attending six courses is demanding. (noun/gerund)

Analyzing the Phrase: "Six Courses" and Verb Agreement

The phrase "Six courses" is plural in meaning. However, whether it takes a singular or plural verb
depends on how you interpret the subject:



- Is "six courses" viewed as a collection of individual courses?
If yes, then the verb should agree with the plural subject.

- Is "six courses" being considered as a single unit or program?
If yes, then a singular verb might be appropriate, but generally, courses are treated as individual
entities, so plural agreement applies.

Key Point:
In most cases, when referring to multiple courses, the subject is plural, and therefore, the verb
should match that plurality.

Choosing the Correct Verb Form: Context Is Key
Let's explore different scenarios to see how the correct verb form changes based on context.

Scenario 1: Talking About Past Participation
Suppose you want to say that you completed six courses in the past.

Correct answer:
I attended six courses last semester.

Why?
Because "attended" is the past tense, fitting when referring to completed actions.

Scenario 2: Talking About Habit or Routine
If you want to express that attending six courses is part of your regular schedule.

Correct answer:
I attend six courses every semester.

Why?
Because "attend" is in the present tense, indicating a habitual action.

Scenario 3: Describing an Ongoing Action
When you're in the process of attending the courses now.

Correct answer:
I am attending six courses this semester.

Why?
"Attending" (present participle) paired with "am" forms the present continuous tense, highlighting
an ongoing activity.



Scenario 4: Talking About the Concept or Act of Participation
If you want to emphasize the act of participation as a concept or ongoing process.

Correct answer:
Attending six courses is challenging.

Why?
Because "attending" functions as a gerund (noun), and in this case, the subject is the act itself.

Practical Tips for Choosing the Correct Verb Form

1. Identify the Time Frame

- Past? Use "attended."

- Habitual or general truth? Use "attends."

- Ongoing? Use "am/are/is attending" or "attending" as a noun.

2. Determine the Subject Number
- Singular? Use "attends."
- Plural? Use "attend" or "attending" depending on tense and context.

3. Check the Sentence Structure

- Is it simple past? "attended"

- Is it present habitual? "attends"

- Is it ongoing? "am/are/is attending" or gerund form.

4. Think About the Function of the Verb
- Main verb indicating action? Use "attends" or "attended."
- Verb as a noun? Use "attending."

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

- Using "attends" when referring to past actions
Incorrect: I attends six courses last year.
Correct: I attended six courses last year.

- Using "attended" when talking about ongoing activities
Incorrect: [ am attended six courses this semester.
Correct: I am attending six courses this semester.

- Mixing subject and verb agreement

Incorrect: Six courses attends a lot of work.
Correct: Six courses attend a lot of work. (or better: Attending six courses requires a lot of work.)

Summary: When in doubt, remember this quick guide



| Context | Correct Verb Form | Example |

| | | |

| Past completed action | attended | I attended six courses last semester. |

| Habitual action (present) | attends | She attends six courses every semester. |

| Ongoing action (present) | am/are/is attending | I am attending six courses this semester. |
| As a noun (gerund) | attending | Attending six courses is demanding. |

Final Thoughts

Mastering the correct use of "attended," "attends," and "attending" is a vital step toward fluency in
English. The key lies in understanding the tense, subject number, and sentence function. Practice by
creating sentences for each context, paying close attention to the verb form and ensuring subject-
verb agreement. With time and careful analysis, choosing the correct answer will become second
nature.

If you keep these guidelines in mind, you'll confidently select the right verb form every time,
whether you're describing past experiences, current routines, or ongoing activities involving
multiple courses. Remember, clarity and accuracy in verb usage significantly enhance your
communication skills!
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