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The poem "I Heard a Fly Buzz – When I Died –" by Emily Dickinson is renowned for its subtle
exploration of death, mortality, and the human experience in the face of the inevitable. A notable
feature of this poem is its concluding lines, which seemingly offer a complete rhyme but
simultaneously introduce a sense of ambiguity and uncertainty. This duality has intrigued readers and
scholars alike, prompting deeper analysis of Dickinson's poetic technique and thematic intentions.

In this article, we will examine the structure and content of "I Heard a Fly Buzz," paying particular
attention to its rhyming scheme and how Dickinson ends the poem. We will explore how the poem
balances resolution with ambiguity, and what this reveals about her approach to themes of mortality
and the unknown.

Understanding the Poem's Context and Content

Summary of "I Heard a Fly Buzz"

Emily Dickinson's "I Heard a Fly Buzz – When I Died –" presents a speaker describing the moments
surrounding their death. The poem begins with the speaker's anticipation of a momentous
event—their passing—and then shifts focus to the mundane yet persistent presence of a fly. The
imagery juxtaposes the spiritual or profound with the trivial, emphasizing the contrast between the
sacred and the mundane.

Key themes include:

- The silence and stillness at the moment of death
- The insignificance or distraction of worldly details (the fly)
- The ambiguity of what lies beyond death
- The human tendency to seek certainty in uncertain circumstances

Structure and Form

The poem is composed of six quatrains, following a somewhat irregular rhyme scheme. Dickinson
typically employed slant rhyme or near rhyme, which contributes to the poem's subtle musicality and
sense of unease.

The rhyme scheme in the poem varies, with some lines rhyming perfectly and others only



approximately. This inconsistency mirrors the themes of uncertainty and ambiguity that Dickinson
explores.

The Rhyming Pattern and Its Significance

Complete Rhyme in the Final Lines

Despite the irregularities throughout the poem, the closing lines often appear to offer a sense of
closure through rhyme. For example, consider the final stanza:

> And then the Windows failed – and then
> I could not see to see –

Here, "then" and "see" form a near rhyme, with "see" echoing the earlier verb "failed," creating a
sense of resolution. This rhyme provides a poetic closure, implying that the speaker's experience has
concluded.

Rhyme as a Tool for Closure and Ambiguity

The apparent complete rhyme at the end gives the impression that Dickinson is providing a definitive
statement about death. Yet, the language surrounding these lines—phrases like "could not see to
see"—introduces a note of uncertainty. The repetition of "see" emphasizes the act of perception,
which is now impossible, suggesting a liminal space between life and death.

The shift from a structured rhyme to ambiguous phrasing underscores the tension in the poem: the
desire for certainty versus the reality of unknowns. Dickinson's use of rhyme invites the reader to feel
closure, but the ambiguous wording ensures that the reader is left contemplating the unresolved
nature of death.

Analyzing the Note of Uncertainty in the Poem's Ending

Thematic Implications

The note of uncertainty in the poem's conclusion reflects Dickinson's view of death as an elusive,
mysterious transition rather than a definitive endpoint. The fly, a mundane creature, remains present
at the moment of spiritual significance, symbolizing the mundane realities that continue even in
moments of profound change.

The final lines suggest that, even after death, the human mind struggles to grasp what lies beyond.
The "Windows" failing could symbolize the loss of perception, understanding, or consciousness, yet
the poem does not affirm what happens afterward. Instead, it leaves the question open, fostering a



sense of ambiguity.

Poetic Techniques Contributing to Uncertainty

Several literary devices contribute to the note of uncertainty:

- Slant Rhyme and Irregular Rhyming Schemes: These create a sense of incompleteness and unease.
- Diction: Words like "failed" and "could not see" imply incapacity or loss, but do not explicitly state
what follows.
- Imagery: The imagery of windows failing suggests a barrier or transition, but leaves the outcome
ambiguous.
- Repetition: The phrase "and then" indicates a sequence, but the lack of clarity about what happens
next emphasizes the unknown.

Why Dickinson Ends the Poem with Uncertainty

Philosophical and Artistic Intentions

Emily Dickinson was known for her concise, enigmatic poetry that often challenged conventional
notions of clarity and resolution. By ending "I Heard a Fly Buzz" with a note of uncertainty, she
emphasizes the elusive nature of death and the human condition.

Rather than providing a comforting or definitive answer, Dickinson's ending invites reflection on the
mysteries of existence. It underscores the idea that death may be a transition into the unknown, and
that human perception is limited in understanding what comes after.

Effect on the Reader

The unresolved ending creates an emotional and intellectual impact:

- It encourages readers to ponder their own mortality and the uncertainties surrounding it.
- It fosters a sense of shared human vulnerability in confronting life's ultimate questions.
- It maintains the poem's universality, as certainty about death is unattainable for all.

Conclusion: The Power of the Rhyme and Uncertainty

In "I Heard a Fly Buzz – When I Died –," Dickinson masterfully balances poetic closure with unresolved
ambiguity. The poem's ending, which appears to rhyme completely yet introduces a note of
uncertainty, exemplifies her poetic technique of blending form with thematic depth.

The complete rhyme at the conclusion provides a sense of poetic resolution, but the language and



imagery reveal that death remains an enigma. Dickinson's choice to end on this note reflects her
philosophical stance that some aspects of human existence are inherently unknowable, and that
embracing uncertainty is part of the human experience.

This duality—where rhyme signifies closure but the content suggests ongoing mystery—encapsulates
the enduring power of Dickinson's poetry. It reminds us that, in contemplating mortality, language
and form can both offer comfort and evoke profound questions, leaving the reader with a lingering
sense of wonder and reflection.

In essence, Dickinson's poem exemplifies how poetic techniques like rhyme can serve dual purposes:
to provide a sense of completion while simultaneously highlighting the unanswerable nature of life's
deepest mysteries.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the ending rhyme in Emily
Dickinson's 'I Heard a Fly Buzz'?
While the poem ends with a complete rhyme, the final line introduces uncertainty, highlighting the
ambiguous nature of death and perception—suggesting that even fitting rhymes can't fully capture
the mysteries of mortality.

Why does the poem conclude with a note of uncertainty
despite a perfect rhyme?
Dickinson's use of uncertainty emphasizes the elusive and unpredictable aspects of death, contrasting
the neatness of rhyme with the complex reality of human mortality.

How does the rhyme scheme contribute to the overall mood of
the poem?
The rhyme scheme provides a sense of order and finality, but the uncertain note at the end disrupts
this, reflecting the tension between life's structure and its unknowable aspects.

In what way does the ending rhyme impact the reader's
interpretation of the poem?
The complete rhyme at the end might suggest resolution, but the accompanying note of uncertainty
prompts readers to question the certainty of death and the speaker’s perception.

Can the ending rhyme be seen as a deliberate poetic device to
convey ambiguity?
Yes, Dickinson likely used the rhyme to create a sense of closure, only to subvert it with an uncertain
tone, emphasizing the unpredictable nature of death.



How does the note of uncertainty influence the themes of the
poem?
It underscores themes of mortality, the unknown, and the limits of human understanding, reminding
readers that death remains an uncertain and mysterious experience.

Is the rhyme scheme typical of Dickinson's poetry, and how
does it serve the poem's message?
Yes, Dickinson often employed slant rhymes and precise rhyme schemes; in this poem, the perfect
rhyme juxtaposed with uncertainty enhances the tension between order and ambiguity.

What does the fly symbolize in the context of the poem's
ending?
The fly can symbolize decay, distraction, or the insignificance of worldly concerns at the moment of
death, and its buzzing adds an element of unpredictability, aligning with the note of uncertainty.

How does Dickinson's use of rhyme challenge traditional
notions of poetic closure?
By ending with a perfect rhyme but introducing uncertainty, Dickinson challenges the expectation of
neat conclusions, reflecting life's complex and unresolved nature.

What is the overall effect of combining a complete rhyme with
an uncertain tone at the poem's end?
This combination creates a powerful tension that invites readers to reflect on the mysteries of death,
suggesting that even the most structured poetic forms cannot fully encapsulate the uncertainty of
human mortality.

Additional Resources
Analysis of "I Heard a Fly Buzz" Ends With a Complete Rhyme, But Then Throws In a Note of
Uncertainty

---

Introduction: The Paradox of Formal Closure and
Thematic Ambiguity

Emily Dickinson’s poem "I Heard a Fly Buzz – When I Died –", often referred to simply as "I Heard a Fly
Buzz," is celebrated not only for its profound meditation on death but also for its masterful use of



poetic devices. One intriguing aspect of its structure is how it seems to conclude with a formal,
complete rhyme scheme, suggesting resolution, only to subvert expectations with an ambiguous tone
that leaves the reader uncertain about the poem’s ultimate message. This juxtaposition between
formal closure and thematic ambiguity forms the core of our exploration.

---

Understanding the Poem’s Formal Structure: The
Rhyme Scheme

Rhyme Pattern and Its Significance

The poem is composed of four stanzas, each containing four lines, following a consistent rhyme
scheme. Typically, the rhyme pattern can be identified as ABCB, where:

- The second and fourth lines rhyme, creating a sense of rhythm and closure.
- The first and third lines do not necessarily rhyme, which introduces a subtle asymmetry.

In the final stanza, the rhyme scheme is particularly noteworthy:

> With Blue—uncertain—stumbling Buzz—
> Between the light—and me—
> And then the Windows failed—and then
> I could not see to see—

Here, the rhyme between "Buzz" and "me" (or "see") provides a sense of completeness, a poetic
resolution that often signifies the end of a thought or narrative.

Implication:
The complete rhyme at the conclusion of the poem seems to serve as a formal punctuation, providing
closure and emphasizing the finality of death.

Rhyme as a Device for Closure

Poets often utilize rhyme schemes to create a sense of harmony, balance, or finality. Dickinson’s use
of rhyme in this poem:

- Reinforces the speaker’s attempt to find peace or understanding in the face of mortality.
- Anchors the reader in a rhythmic expectation, which makes the subsequent shift in tone more
striking.

Key Point:
While the rhyme scheme appears complete, it does not necessarily align with a sense of emotional or
thematic resolution, which leads us to the core of the poem’s ambiguity.



---

The Thematic Ambiguity and Its Relationship to Rhyme

Contrasting Formal Closure with Thematic Uncertainty

Despite the poem’s neat rhyme scheme, Dickinson introduces themes that challenge the idea of
resolution:

- The presence of the fly, an insignificant creature, during a moment of profound significance (death).
- The mundane, even trivial, buzzing of the fly disrupting the solemnity of the deathbed scene.
- The speaker’s ambiguous perception of the fly—whether it signifies decay, distraction, or something
more metaphysical.

Impact:
This contrast creates a tension: the rhyme suggests closure, but the content invites ongoing reflection
and uncertainty.

Uncertainty in the Final Lines

The closing lines are particularly crucial:

> And then the Windows failed—and then
> I could not see to see—

Here, Dickinson employs stark, simple language that leaves the reader questioning what "Windows
failed" signifies. Is it the failure of perception, a literal loss of sight, or a metaphor for the dissolution
of understanding?

This ambiguity:

- Undermines the sense of finality implied by the rhyme.
- Leaves open multiple interpretations—death as complete or incomplete, understanding as attainable
or forever elusive.

Poetic Effect of Ambiguity

The uncertain ending:

- Engages the reader in a personal reflection on mortality and perception.
- Reflects the ambiguity inherent in the human experience of death—no definitive answer, only
impressions.
- Demonstrates Dickinson's characteristic style of blending formal poetic techniques with profound



philosophical questioning.

---

Why Dickinson Chose to End With a Rhyme but Not
Certainty

The Artistic Intent Behind the Structural Choice

Dickinson’s decision to craft a poem that ends with a complete rhyme yet introduces uncertainty can
be viewed as a deliberate artistic strategy:

- Balance of Form and Content: The rhyme provides a sense of order and closure, which contrasts with
the chaotic, uncertain nature of death.
- Highlighting the Human Condition: The tension between the formal and the uncertain mirrors our
own experience—seeking structure and understanding in the face of life's mysteries.
- Encouraging Reflection: The seemingly definitive rhyme encourages the reader to settle into a
conclusion, only to be unsettled by the ambiguous content, prompting deeper thought.

Poetry as a Reflection of Reality

The poem’s structure mirrors real-life experiences:

- We often seek closure or certainty in moments of crisis or transition.
- Yet, the true nature of such experiences remains elusive, full of ambiguities.
- Dickinson encapsulates this paradox through her poetic choices.

Historical and Literary Context

Understanding Dickinson’s era and literary influences can shed light on her structural decisions:

- The Victorian era emphasized strict poetic forms, yet Dickinson often played with these conventions.
- Her use of rhyme to create a sense of closure, only to subvert it with thematic ambiguity, reflects
her innovative approach.

---

Deeper Literary Devices Reinforcing the Rhyme and



Uncertainty

Enjambment and Punctuation

Dickinson employs enjambment and strategic punctuation to influence the poem’s tone:

- The abrupt line breaks and dashes introduce pauses, emphasizing uncertainty.
- The dash after "Windows failed" creates a moment of silence, emphasizing ambiguity.

Imagery and Symbolism

- The fly symbolizes mortality, decay, or perhaps distraction.
- The "Windows" could symbolize perception, consciousness, or the boundaries between life and
death.
- The failure of windows suggests the loss of clarity or understanding, reinforcing the uncertain tone.

Language and Word Choice

- Words like "uncertain," "stumbling," and "fail" evoke instability.
- The simplicity of "I could not see to see" underscores the theme of perceptual or existential
blindness.

---

Impact on Readers and Critical Interpretation

Reader Experience

- The formal rhyme scheme sets expectations of closure, soothing or reassuring the reader.
- The content, however, challenges these expectations, creating a sense of discomfort or curiosity.
- This dynamic encourages active engagement and multiple readings.

Critical Perspectives

- Some interpret the poem as a meditation on the fleeting nature of life and the limits of human
understanding.
- Others view it as a commentary on the triviality of the fly amid profound mortality.
- The ending’s ambiguity has led critics to debate whether Dickinson intended to suggest that death's



mysteries remain forever unresolved.

---

Conclusion: The Power of Contradiction in Dickinson’s
Poem

Emily Dickinson’s "I Heard a Fly Buzz" exemplifies how poetic structure and thematic content can
operate in tension to produce a layered, thought-provoking experience. The poem’s complete rhyme
scheme at the conclusion provides a formal sense of closure, a rhythmic punctuation that appears to
finalize the narrative. Yet, by embedding ambiguity within the final lines, Dickinson deftly complicates
this closure, leaving the reader with an open-ended reflection on mortality, perception, and the
unknown.

This deliberate juxtaposition underscores a fundamental truth about human existence: we crave
certainty and order, yet life often presents us with shades of ambiguity that resist definitive
resolution. Dickinson’s mastery lies in her ability to marry formal poetic technique with profound
philosophical inquiry, making her work both aesthetically satisfying and intellectually stimulating. The
ending’s note of uncertainty does not undermine the poem’s structure; instead, it elevates it,
illustrating that true understanding may always remain just beyond reach, wrapped in the very fabric
of poetic form and human experience.

In essence, "I Heard a Fly Buzz" ends with a complete rhyme, but then throws in a note of
uncertainty—an artistic choice that encapsulates the complex interplay between form and meaning,
order and chaos, certainty and ambiguity.

Question 28 I Heard A Fly Buzz Ends With A Complete Rhyme
But Then Throws In A Note Of Uncertainty

Question 28 I Heard A Fly Buzz Ends With A Complete Rhyme But Then Throws In A Note Of
Uncertainty

Related Articles
Put These Sentences Into The Pass Compose.1. Habitez-vous Paris?2. Nous Choisissons Des
Livres.3. Je
Solve The System Of Equations Using Substitution. 3x + 2y = 7 X = 3y + 6 (0, 2) (1, 2) (3, 1)
(6, 0)
Solve The Following Equation. For Full Marks Your Answer(s) Should Be Rounded To The
Nearest Cent. X

Back to Home

https://sip.evo9x.com/ma14/question-28-i-heard-a-fly-buzz-ends-with-a-complete-rhyme-but-then-throws-in-a-note-of-uncertainty.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma14/question-28-i-heard-a-fly-buzz-ends-with-a-complete-rhyme-but-then-throws-in-a-note-of-uncertainty.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma14/put-these-sentences-into-the-pass-compose-1-habitez-vous-paris-2-nous-choisissons-des-livres-3-je.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma14/put-these-sentences-into-the-pass-compose-1-habitez-vous-paris-2-nous-choisissons-des-livres-3-je.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma14/solve-the-system-of-equations-using-substitution-3x-2y-7-x-3y-6-0-2-1-2-3-1-6-0.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma14/solve-the-system-of-equations-using-substitution-3x-2y-7-x-3y-6-0-2-1-2-3-1-6-0.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma14/solve-the-following-equation-for-full-marks-your-answer-s-should-be-rounded-to-the-nearest-cent-x.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma14/solve-the-following-equation-for-full-marks-your-answer-s-should-be-rounded-to-the-nearest-cent-x.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com

