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When creating a summary of a text, it is essential to focus on conveying the core ideas and main
points effectively while omitting extraneous details. Summaries are meant to provide a concise
overview that captures the essence of the original content without overwhelming the reader with
unnecessary information. To achieve this goal, understanding which types of information should be
excluded is crucial. This article explores the key considerations for excluding certain kinds of
information when summarizing a text, highlighting the two correct types of content that should
generally be omitted to produce a clear, precise, and effective summary.

Understanding the Purpose of a Summary
A summary is a condensed version of a longer text that distills the primary messages, themes, or
arguments presented by the author. Its primary purpose is to give readers a quick, accurate
overview of the material, enabling them to grasp the essential points without reading the entire
original work. Therefore, when preparing a summary, it is vital to include only relevant information
that contributes to understanding the main ideas.

Types of Information to Exclude in a Summary
Not all content within a text contributes equally to its core message. Some details may be interesting
but are not necessary for the summary’s purpose. Recognizing these helps in creating a concise,
focused summary.

1. Minor Details and Examples
While examples and minor details serve to clarify or elaborate on key points within the original text,
they often do not need to be included in a summary unless they are central to understanding the
main idea.

Why exclude minor details?
- They can clutter the summary, making it unnecessarily long.
- They distract from the core message.
- They are usually specific to particular contexts and not essential for an overview.

Examples include:
- Anecdotes used to illustrate a point.
- Specific case studies that are not central to the main argument.
- Detailed descriptions that do not alter the overall understanding.



2. Repetitive Information
Repetition occurs when the same idea is restated multiple times within a text. In a summary, such
redundancy does not add value and can be omitted to keep the summary concise.

Why exclude repetitive information?
- It does not contribute new insights.
- It unnecessarily lengthens the summary.
- It can cause confusion or dilute the main points.

Example:
- Repeating the same statistic or concept in different parts of the original text.

3. Personal Opinions and Unrelated Content (The Correct Two)
While some content is explicitly relevant, other types of information should be carefully excluded,
especially personal opinions and unrelated content.

a. Personal Opinions and Subjective Judgments
Personal opinions, editorial comments, or subjective judgments are often embedded within the
original text but are not necessary for a summary unless the purpose is to analyze or evaluate those
opinions.

Why exclude personal opinions?
- They can bias the summary.
- Summaries aim to reflect the original author’s main ideas objectively.
- Including opinions may distract from the factual content.

b. Unrelated Content or Off-Topic Information
Any information that does not directly relate to the main topic or purpose of the original text should
be excluded.

Why exclude unrelated content?
- It causes the summary to drift away from the primary subject.
- It can confuse or mislead the reader about the main focus.
- It dilutes the clarity and precision of the summary.

Examples include:
- Tangential discussions that do not support the main argument.
- Off-topic anecdotes or side stories.
- Information about unrelated subjects or fields.

Additional Considerations When Summarizing
Beyond excluding certain types of information, effective summarization involves other best
practices:

Focus on main points: Identify and include only the key ideas that underpin the overall



message.

Use own words: Paraphrase the original content to ensure clarity and avoid plagiarism.

Maintain objectivity: Present the information without adding personal opinions or
interpretations.

Be concise: Eliminate unnecessary words, details, and repetitions.

Summary: The Two Correct Types of Information to
Exclude
Based on the analysis above, the two correct kinds of information that should be excluded in a
summary are:

Personal opinions and subjective judgments: These are not essential for conveying the1.
main ideas and can bias the summary.

Unrelated content or off-topic information: Such content diverges from the main focus2.
and can confuse or dilute the summary’s clarity.

Conclusion
Creating an effective summary requires careful selection of what to include and what to omit.
Excluding minor details, repetitive information, personal opinions, and unrelated content helps
ensure the summary remains concise, focused, and faithful to the original text’s main message.
Specifically, excluding personal opinions and unrelated content are two key strategies that
significantly enhance the quality of a summary. By following these guidelines, writers can produce
summaries that are clear, informative, and useful for readers seeking a quick understanding of the
original material.

SEO Tips for Writing Effective Summaries
To optimize this article for search engines and reach a broader audience, consider incorporating
relevant keywords naturally throughout the content, such as:

- How to write a summary
- What to exclude in a summary
- Summarization tips
- Effective summarizing techniques
- Main points to include in a summary
- Common mistakes in summarizing



Additionally, using descriptive headings, bullet points, and clear structure helps both readers and
search engines understand the content better.

---

By understanding which kinds of information to exclude—particularly personal opinions and
unrelated content—you can craft summaries that are accurate, concise, and impactful. This
approach not only improves your writing skills but also enhances the clarity and usefulness of your
summaries for academic, professional, or personal purposes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What types of details are generally unnecessary to include in a
summary of a text?
Unnecessary details include minor examples, excessive background information, and overly specific
data that do not contribute to the main idea.

Why should opinions and personal judgments be excluded
from a summary?
Opinions and personal judgments are subjective and can distort the factual main points; summaries
should focus on objective information.

Is it appropriate to include direct quotations in a summary?
No, direct quotations are usually omitted; summaries paraphrase the main ideas rather than quoting
verbatim.

Should detailed statistical data be included in a summary?
Typically, detailed statistical data are excluded unless they are central to understanding the main
point.

Are minor examples or anecdotal stories necessary in a
summary?
No, minor examples or anecdotes are generally excluded to keep the summary concise and focused.

Is background information always necessary in a summary?
No, background information is often omitted unless it is crucial for understanding the main idea.



Should personal opinions or biases be included in a summary?
No, personal opinions or biases should be excluded to maintain objectivity.

Is it important to include every detail from the original text in
a summary?
No, a summary should include only the main points and essential information, omitting unnecessary
details.

What are the two correct types of information to exclude in a
summary?
Unnecessary details such as minor examples or background information, and personal opinions or
judgments.

Additional Resources
Summary Optimization: The Essential Guide to Excluding Unnecessary Information

In an era where information overload is a common challenge, crafting an effective summary requires
precision, clarity, and strategic exclusion. Summaries serve as condensed versions of larger texts,
designed to convey core ideas without overwhelming the reader with extraneous details. As such,
understanding what to exclude is just as vital as knowing what to include. This article delves into the
nuances of summarization, with a focused exploration of which kinds of information should be
excluded, and why, highlighting the two correct types of information to omit for a clear, impactful
summary.

---

Understanding the Purpose of a Summary

Before examining what to exclude, it’s essential to grasp the fundamental purpose of a summary.
Unlike a paraphrase or a detailed report, a summary aims to:

- Capture core ideas and main points.
- Provide a quick overview for readers unfamiliar with the full text.
- Maintain the original tone and intent without unnecessary specifics.
- Enhance comprehension by distilling complex information into digestible segments.

Given this, inclusivity of trivial details or peripheral information can dilute the clarity and
effectiveness of a summary. Therefore, strategic exclusion is key.

---



Types of Information That Should Be Excluded in a
Summary

In the process of summarization, certain types of information are generally considered unnecessary
or even detrimental. The primary goal is to focus on what truly matters, avoiding clutter that
detracts from the main message.

1. Minor Details and Specific Examples

While examples can elucidate complex ideas, in a summary, only the most representative or
impactful examples should be included. Minor details or lengthy illustrations tend to:

- Distract from main points.
- Add unnecessary length.
- Reduce clarity by overloading the summary.

Example: If a text discusses climate change and mentions various specific data points, a summary
should highlight overarching trends rather than detailed statistics unless they are pivotal.

2. Redundant Information

Redundancy occurs when the same point is reiterated multiple times or similar ideas are presented
in different ways without adding new value. Excluding redundancy ensures the summary remains
concise and focused.

Example: If a paragraph emphasizes the importance of renewable energy repeatedly, the summary
should synthesize this into a single, clear statement.

3. Unnecessary Background or Historical Context (Unless
Essential)

Background information is useful for context but often can be omitted in summaries unless it is
crucial for understanding the main ideas. Overloading the summary with historical details can
obscure the key messages.

Example: Describing the entire history of a scientific discovery might be less relevant than stating
the discovery’s significance.

---



Two Correct Types of Information to Exclude

Based on expert analysis and best practices in summarization, two specific kinds of information
stand out as best suited for exclusion in crafting an effective summary:

1. Irrelevant or Off-Topic Content

Why exclude?
Including information that does not directly relate to the main subject or purpose of the text dilutes
the focus and can confuse the reader. Summaries should be laser-focused on the core message.

Examples of irrelevant content:
- Personal anecdotes unrelated to the main topic.
- Tangential discussions or side stories that do not advance the central argument.
- Off-topic opinions or tangential details.

Impact:
Eliminating off-topic content ensures the summary remains concise, relevant, and easily digestible,
allowing readers to grasp the essential points without distraction.

2. Excessive Details or Specific Data

Why exclude?
While data can support main points, excessive specifics—such as minute statistics, lengthy
numerical data, or overly detailed procedures—can overwhelm the summary.

Examples of excessive details:
- Exact figures or percentages unless they are central to understanding the main idea.
- Lengthy descriptions of processes or procedures that are not pivotal to the overall message.
- Detailed technical explanations or jargon that does not contribute to comprehension.

Impact:
Removing such details streamlines the summary, emphasizing the overarching ideas rather than
getting bogged down in minutiae.

---

Additional Considerations in Exclusion Strategy

While the two key types of information to exclude are irrelevant content and excessive details, other
considerations include:

- Repetition: Ensure that the same point is not restated unnecessarily.
- Personal opinions or biases: These are not typically part of an objective summary.



- Unnecessary qualifiers or hedging language: Such as "probably," "somewhat," or "certainly," unless
they are central to the nuance of the text.

---

Practical Tips for Effective Exclusion

To implement these exclusion principles effectively, consider the following strategies:

- Identify main ideas first: Highlight key points before trimming details.
- Ask critical questions: Does this information add to understanding? Is it central to the main
argument?
- Use the "Less is More" rule: Aim for brevity without sacrificing clarity.
- Prioritize clarity and coherence: Ensure the summary flows logically and remains focused.

---

Conclusion: The Art of Strategic Exclusion

Summarization is a delicate balance between including sufficient detail to convey meaning and
excluding superfluous information that clouds the core message. The two correct types of
information to exclude are:

1. Irrelevant or off-topic content — to maintain focus and relevance.
2. Excessive details or specific data — to ensure clarity and brevity.

By skillfully omitting these elements, a summary becomes a powerful tool for quick comprehension,
effective communication, and efficient information dissemination. Mastering what to exclude is as
vital as knowing what to include, ultimately elevating the quality and usefulness of any summarized
text.
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