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When analyzing classical literature, especially Homer’s epic The Odyssey, understanding the contrasting
personalities and rhetorical styles of key characters provides deep insight into the themes and moral fabric
of the story. Eurymachus and Odysseus serve as two pivotal figures whose speeches reveal their character
traits, motives, and cultural values. By examining each speaker’s words, tone, and purpose, readers can
better appreciate the narrative’s complexity. This article will compare Eurymachus, the speaker in the first
passage, with Odysseus, the speaker in the subsequent passage, highlighting their differences and
similarities through detailed analysis.

Contextual Background of Eurymachus and Odysseus

Who Is Eurymachus?
Eurymachus is one of the leading suitors vying for Penelope’s hand during Odysseus’s absence. He is
characterized by his arrogance, persuasive abilities, and often, a sense of entitlement. In the Odyssey,
Eurymachus’s speeches frequently aim to manipulate or placate, reflecting his cunning and moral
flexibility.

Who Is Odysseus?
Odysseus, the hero of the Odyssey, is renowned for his intelligence, resilience, and leadership. His speeches
often exhibit strategic thinking, moral righteousness, and a desire to restore order and justice. Odysseus’s
words reveal his deep commitment to his family, his kingdom, and his personal integrity.

Analysis of the First Passage: Eurymachus’s Speech



The Tone and Purpose of Eurymachus’s Speech
In the first passage, Eurymachus’s speech is characterized by a tone that is both persuasive and somewhat
manipulative. His primary goal is to negotiate, placate, or deceive—to avoid punishment and maintain his
status among the suitors.

Key features of Eurymachus’s speech include:
- Appeal to mercy: Eurymachus often pleads for forgiveness, emphasizing the suitors’ remorse or
innocence.
- Justification of their actions: He attempts to rationalize their behavior, claiming they sought only to
provide for themselves in Odysseus’s absence.
- Flattery and rhetorical flair: Eurymachus uses flattery to influence others and bolster his argument.
- Lack of moral clarity: His speech lacks a clear moral stance, instead focusing on self-preservation.

Content and Strategies Employed
Eurymachus’s speech might include statements such as:
- “We are not enemies but victims of circumstance.”
- “If we have offended, it was unintentionally, and we are ready to make amends.”
- Using emotional appeals, he emphasizes their past loyalty to Odysseus or their regret.

Strategies include:
- Appealing to the crowd’s sympathy
- Promising restitution or loyalty
- Minimizing their culpability

Analysis of the Second Passage: Odysseus’s Speech

The Tone and Purpose of Odysseus’s Speech
In contrast, Odysseus’s speech is marked by authority, moral clarity, and strategic acumen. His tone is
commanding yet measured, aiming to restore order and justice.

Key features of Odysseus’s speech include:
- Assertion of rightful authority: He reminds the suitors of their wrongdoings and his own position as
rightful ruler.
- Moral judgment: Odysseus condemns their greed and disrespect.
- Strategic planning: His words often serve to prepare for the decisive action—either to punish or to reclaim
his home.



Content and Strategies Employed
Odysseus’s speech may encompass statements such as:
- “You have wronged me and my household through your arrogance.”
- “Justice demands that you face the consequences of your actions.”
- Emphasizing his experience, intelligence, and rightful authority.

Strategies include:
- Appealing to divine justice and morality
- Using rhetoric to inspire loyalty among allies
- Setting the stage for decisive action

Comparison of Eurymachus and Odysseus

Personality Traits and Characterization
| Aspect | Eurymachus | Odysseus |
|---|---|---|
| Moral stance | Self-preserving, manipulative | Just, morally upright |
| Leadership style | Persuasive, flattery | Strategic, authoritative |
| Attitude towards others | Entitled, cunning | Respectful of justice and order |
| Emotional tone | Defensive, persuasive | Calm, commanding |

Eurymachus often relies on deception, emotional appeals, and flattery to sway others and avoid blame. His
approach reflects a lack of moral backbone and a focus on self-interest. Odysseus, on the other hand,
embodies integrity, using his speech to uphold justice, inspire loyalty, and assert his rightful authority.

Speech Strategies and Rhetorical Devices
- Eurymachus:
- Flattery (“You are wise and noble men…”)
- Rationalization (“We only sought to survive…”)
- Emotional appeals (“Have mercy on us…”)
- Odysseus:
- Moral condemnation (“You have dishonored my house…”)
- Authority assertion (“As the rightful king…”)
- Strategic planning (“Prepare yourselves for the consequences…”)



Goals and Outcomes of Their Speeches
| Goal | Eurymachus | Odysseus |
|---|---|---|
| Maintain status | Yes | No (aims for justice) |
| Avoid punishment | Yes | No (seeks justice and order) |
| Convince others | To sympathize or forgive | To assert authority and discipline |

Eurymachus’s speech aims to manipulate sentiment to escape repercussions, whereas Odysseus’s speech
seeks to restore order and establish his dominance through moral authority and strategic clarity.

The Significance of Their Contrasts in Homeric Literature

Implications on Themes
The stark contrast between Eurymachus and Odysseus underscores key themes in The Odyssey:
- The conflict between deception and truth
- Justice versus cunning
- Morality versus self-interest
- Leadership based on virtue versus manipulation

Character Development and Moral Lessons
- Eurymachus exemplifies the dangers of greed, arrogance, and moral flexibility.
- Odysseus embodies virtues of wisdom, restraint, and justice.
- Their speeches serve as moral lessons on the importance of integrity and rightful authority.

Conclusion: The Power of Words in Homeric Epic

The comparison between Eurymachus and Odysseus highlights how speech reflects character and values in
Homer’s The Odyssey. Eurymachus’s manipulative speeches contrast sharply with Odysseus’s commanding
and morally grounded rhetoric. This dichotomy enhances the epic’s exploration of justice, morality, and
leadership. Understanding their speeches enriches our appreciation of Homer’s portrayal of heroism and
villainy, illustrating that words are potent tools that reveal the true nature of individuals and shape the
course of history.

In sum, analyzing these two characters provides insight into the broader themes of The Odyssey and
demonstrates how rhetoric and morality intertwine in classical literature. Whether through persuasion,



deception, or justice, each character’s words serve as a reflection of their core values and ultimately
influence their fate within Homer’s timeless narrative.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does Eurymachus' tone in the first passage compare to Odysseus'
tone in the second passage?
Eurymachus' tone is often defensive and pleading, reflecting his attempt to sway others or justify his
actions, whereas Odysseus' tone is more authoritative and measured, emphasizing his leadership and
strategic thinking.

What are the key differences in the rhetorical strategies used by
Eurymachus and Odysseus?
Eurymachus tends to use emotional appeals and flattery to influence others, while Odysseus relies on
logical reasoning, evidence, and calm persuasion to assert his point.

In what ways do Eurymachus and Odysseus portray their respective
roles as representatives of their groups?
Eurymachus appears as a reactive figure, often defending his group's actions and seeking mercy, while
Odysseus presents himself as a disciplined and strategic leader who commands respect through his words
and actions.

How do the characters' attitudes toward authority and power differ in
their speeches?
Eurymachus shows deference to authority figures or attempts to manipulate authority with flattery,
whereas Odysseus demonstrates confidence and a sense of rightful authority, emphasizing his leadership
role.

What themes are highlighted through the comparison of Eurymachus
and Odysseus in these passages?
Themes of leadership, integrity, and persuasion are highlighted, contrasting Eurymachus' possibly deceitful
or desperate approach with Odysseus' strategic and principled demeanor.



How does the language used by Eurymachus differ from that of Odysseus
in their respective passages?
Eurymachus' language may be more emotional, pleading, or evasive, whereas Odysseus employs composed,
direct, and sometimes commanding language to convey authority and clarity.

What can be inferred about the characters' personalities based on their
speeches in these passages?
Eurymachus appears to be impulsive and perhaps manipulative, while Odysseus seems disciplined,
strategic, and confident in his leadership and intentions.

How do the speeches reflect each character's goals or intentions in the
context of the story?
Eurymachus' speech aims to avoid punishment or garner sympathy, indicating a desire to escape
consequences, whereas Odysseus' speech aims to assert authority, deliver justice, or guide others according
to his strategic plans.

What is the significance of comparing Eurymachus and Odysseus in
understanding the themes of leadership and morality?
The comparison highlights contrasting approaches to leadership—Eurymachus' possibly selfish or deceptive
tactics versus Odysseus' principled and strategic leadership—illuminating the broader themes of morality,
integrity, and effective governance in the narrative.

Additional Resources
Read Each Passage: Comparing Eurymachus and Odysseus in Their Rhetoric and Characterization

The ancient Greek epic The Odyssey provides a rich tapestry of characters whose speeches and actions
reveal much about their personalities, values, and social roles. Among these, Eurymachus and Odysseus
stand out as compelling figures whose contrasting approaches to persuasion, leadership, and morality serve
to deepen the narrative’s complexity. This article aims to compare Eurymachus, as presented in the first
passage, with Odysseus, as depicted in the subsequent passage, through a detailed examination of their
rhetoric, character traits, and strategic choices. By analyzing their speech patterns, motivations, and overall
demeanor, we gain insight into their roles within the epic’s moral universe and their influence on the
unfolding story.

---



Contextualizing Eurymachus and Odysseus: Roles and Situations

Before delving into their specific speeches, it is essential to contextualize the circumstances under which
Eurymachus and Odysseus speak. Eurymachus, an Antinous’s chief accomplice among the suitors, is
depicted in the first passage as a spokesman representing the suitors’ defiance, arrogance, and desperation.
His speech likely occurs during a moment of confrontation, perhaps after Odysseus’s return to Ithaca or
during negotiations that threaten the suitors' fate.

In contrast, Odysseus, the epic’s hero, often speaks from a position of strategic authority, moral superiority,
and long-term vision. His speeches tend to be calculated, aimed at asserting his identity, rallying allies, or
exposing the suitors’ misdeeds. The passage involving Odysseus might showcase his cunning, emotional
restraint, or his resolve to reclaim his household.

Understanding these contexts allows us to appreciate the rhetorical strategies each employs and how their
characterizations influence their speech.

---

Rhetorical Strategies and Speech Patterns

Eurymachus: The Voice of Defiance and Deception

In the first passage, Eurymachus’s speech likely embodies several characteristic features:

- Deception and Pleading: Eurymachus often employs false humility and appeals to mercy, even as he plots
to preserve the suitors’ lives. His rhetoric may include flattery directed at Odysseus, attempting to sway
him with superficial civility.

- Arrogance and Bluster: Despite the apparent humility, Eurymachus’s tone may reveal underlying
arrogance, emphasizing the suitors’ sense of entitlement and disdain for authority.

- Manipulation and Excuses: He might justify the suitors’ actions by blaming external circumstances or
claiming they had no malicious intent, thus attempting to minimize their guilt.

- Use of Repetition and Emotional Appeals: To evoke pity or forgiveness, Eurymachus might repeat key
phrases or invoke shared values, such as hospitality or kinship, to justify their behavior.

Sample Characteristics of Eurymachus’s Speech:



- Flattering language aimed at Odysseus’s nobility.
- Expressions of remorse or regret aimed at softening his opponents.
- Denials of responsibility or accusations of external provocation.

Odysseus: The Strategist and Moral Beacon

Odysseus’s speeches, as depicted in the subsequent passage, are characterized by:

- Clarity and Precision: Odysseus’s rhetoric is often straightforward, cutting through deception to reveal
truths. His language is measured, aimed at asserting authority without unnecessary emotion.

- Moral Authority: He appeals to justice and righteousness, emphasizing the suitors’ transgressions and his
rightful claim to his home.

- Strategic Use of Language: Odysseus may employ irony, sarcasm, or calculated threats to assert dominance
and demoralize his opponents.

- Emotional Control: Unlike Eurymachus’s sometimes frantic or pleading tone, Odysseus maintains
composure, reflecting his experience and leadership qualities.

Sample Characteristics of Odysseus’s Speech:

- Explicit references to justice and the moral order.
- Use of rhetorical questions to challenge the suitors.
- Emphasis on consequences and the importance of reestablishing order.

---

Character Traits and Moral Dimensions

Eurymachus: The Representer of Flawed Humanity

Eurymachus embodies several traits common among the suitors:

- Cunning and Deceitfulness: His speech likely reveals a tendency toward manipulation, attempting to
sway Odysseus with false promises and flattery.

- Arrogance and Entitlement: His words may betray a belief in the suitors’ invincibility or divine favor,



dismissing the gravity of their actions.

- Desperation and Fear: Despite his bravado, underlying anxiety might surface, especially if his speech is
intended to buy time or negotiate.

- Lack of Moral Rigor: Eurymachus’s rhetoric may lack the moral weight that Odysseus’s speeches carry,
emphasizing self-interest over justice.

Implications of Eurymachus’s Character:

- Demonstrates the perils of hubris and moral decay.
- Serves as a foil to Odysseus’s integrity.
- Highlights the destructive consequences of greed and arrogance.

Odysseus: The Embodiment of Wisdom and Justice

Odysseus’s character, as reflected in his speech, is marked by:

- Cunning and Wisdom: His strategies often involve psychological insight, such as testing the suitors or
employing disguise.

- Moral Leadership: He perceives himself as the moral arbiter of his household, justified in punishing the
transgressors.

- Resilience and Patience: His measured tone underscores a long-term vision of restoring order rather than
immediate revenge.

- Humanity and Compassion: Despite his sternness, Odysseus occasionally exhibits empathy, understanding
human weakness while maintaining moral clarity.

Implications of Odysseus’s Character:

- Reinforces the Greek ideal of prudent leadership.
- Demonstrates the importance of moral authority in governance.
- Embodies the hero’s journey from cunning to moral rectitude.

---



Strategic and Ethical Contrasts

The deliberate differences between Eurymachus and Odysseus extend beyond rhetoric to their strategic
and ethical orientations:

- Eurymachus’s Approach:
- Employs deception, flattery, and emotional appeals.
- Seeks to avoid conflict through manipulation.
- Demonstrates moral weakness, prioritizing self-interest.

- Odysseus’s Approach:
- Utilizes strategic reasoning, irony, and moral persuasion.
- Aims to restore justice and social order.
- Embodies moral strength, even in violence.

This contrast underscores a central theme of The Odyssey: the triumph of wisdom and morality over greed
and hubris.

---

Impact on Audience and Narrative Function

Eurymachus’s speech, characterized by arrogance and deception, functions to portray the corrupting
influence of excess and moral decay. His rhetoric evokes the dangers of hubris and the consequences of
ignoring divine and social order.

Odysseus’s speeches, on the other hand, serve to reaffirm the values of justice, prudence, and the
importance of rightful leadership. His measured language inspires confidence and underscores his role as
the moral and strategic center of the epic.

The juxtaposition of their speeches not only advances the plot but also provides moral commentary,
emphasizing that true leadership combines wisdom, restraint, and moral integrity—traits embodied by
Odysseus—and that failure to do so, as exemplified by Eurymachus, leads to downfall.

---

Conclusion: Reflection on Character and Rhetoric



The comparison of Eurymachus and Odysseus reveals the enduring significance of rhetoric as a tool for
defining character and moral standing. Eurymachus’s speech exemplifies flawed human
tendencies—arrogance, deception, and moral weakness—highlighting the destructive nature of such traits.
Odysseus’s speeches symbolize the virtues of wisdom, justice, and strategic prudence, illustrating the
qualities necessary for true leadership and moral rectitude.

Their contrasting portrayals serve as a timeless lesson about the power of words and the importance of
moral integrity in the face of adversity. Through careful analysis of their speeches, we not only gain
insight into their individual characters but also deepen our understanding of the epic’s overarching themes:
the victory of wisdom over folly and justice over chaos.

In sum, the dialogue between Eurymachus and Odysseus is more than a mere exchange of words; it is a
reflection of the fundamental values that underpin The Odyssey and, by extension, the moral fabric of
ancient Greek society.
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