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In the history of the women's suffrage movement, few speeches have resonated
as profoundly as Susan B. Anthony's compelling address titled "On Women's
Right To Vote." Delivered shortly after her arrest for voting illegally in
1872, this speech encapsulates her unwavering commitment to gender equality
and her fearless advocacy for women's suffrage. This powerful declaration not
only highlights the injustices faced by women but also serves as a rallying
cry for justice, equality, and perseverance. In this article, we will explore
the context of the speech, analyze its core messages, and understand its
significance in the broader movement for women's rights.

Historical Context of Susan B. Anthony’s Speech

The Fight for Women's Suffrage in the 19th Century
The 19th century was a pivotal period for women's rights in the United
States. Women faced widespread discrimination, limited voting rights, and
societal expectations that confined them to domestic roles. Key movements and
figures emerged to challenge these injustices, with Susan B. Anthony at the
forefront.

Key aspects of the suffrage movement during this period include:

Legal restrictions denying women the right to vote.

Growing activism advocating for women’s political participation.

Formation of suffrage organizations such as the National Woman Suffrage
Association (NWSA).

Major campaigns to challenge state and federal voting laws.

The 1872 Election and Anthony’s Act of Civil



Disobedience
In the 1872 presidential election, Susan B. Anthony defied federal law by
voting in New York, asserting her belief that women should not be barred from
participating in democracy. Her act was motivated by her conviction that
women deserved equal rights and that voting was a fundamental human right.

Important points about her act include:

She cast her vote despite knowing it was illegal under the 15th1.
Amendment, which prohibited denying the right to vote based on race but
did not explicitly include gender.

Her arrest was intended to challenge the legal restrictions on women2.
voters.

The incident garnered national attention, bringing the issue of women’s3.
suffrage to the forefront.

Analysis of "On Women's Right To Vote" Speech

Core Themes and Messages
Susan B. Anthony’s speech is a passionate declaration of women's inherent
right to participate in democracy. Its core themes include:

Equality and Justice: The belief that women are equal to men and deserve
equal rights, including voting rights.

Civil Disobedience: The willingness to break unjust laws to advocate for
justice.

Challenging Legal and Social Norms: Questioning societal standards that
deny women political agency.

Perseverance and Courage: Encouraging women and allies to continue
fighting despite setbacks and opposition.

Key Arguments Presented in the Speech
In her address, Anthony articulates several compelling arguments for women’s
suffrage:



Women are citizens with the same rights as men: She emphasizes that1.
women pay taxes, serve on juries, and contribute to society, thus
deserving the right to vote.

The Constitution supports gender equality: She references the principles2.
of liberty and justice embedded in American founding documents.

Voting is a moral right: She argues that voting is a moral obligation3.
for citizens, including women.

Legal barriers are unjust: She criticizes the laws that deny women the4.
vote as discriminatory and unjust.

Emotional and Rhetorical Devices
Anthony’s speech employs powerful rhetorical devices to evoke emotion and
persuade listeners:

Appeals to justice: She frames women’s suffrage as a matter of justice
and moral right.

Use of personal experience: Her arrest personalizes the struggle, making
the issue tangible and urgent.

Repetition: Reiterating core phrases to emphasize key points.

Metaphors and analogies: Comparing women’s disenfranchisement to a form
of societal injustice that must be rectified.

Significance and Impact of the Speech

The Speech as a Catalyst for the Suffrage Movement
Anthony’s speech served as a rallying point for the women’s suffrage
movement, inspiring activists and galvanizing support. Its impact can be seen
in:

Mobilizing women across the nation to advocate for voting rights.

Elevating public awareness about gender inequality and legal
discrimination.



Contributing to the eventual passage of the 19th Amendment in 1920,
granting women the right to vote.

Legal and Social Repercussions
Her act of voting and subsequent speech challenged the legal framework and
social norms of the time. While she faced arrest and criticism, her actions:

Highlighted the contradictions within American democracy regarding1.
gender equality.

Led to ongoing debates about women’s rights and legal reforms.2.

Established a precedent for civil disobedience as a tool for social3.
change.

Legacy of Susan B. Anthony’s Advocacy
The enduring legacy of Anthony’s speech and activism includes:

Inspiration for future generations of women’s rights activists.

Recognition of voting as a fundamental human right.

Symbolism of courage and moral conviction in the fight for equality.

Modern Relevance of "On Women's Right To Vote"

Lessons for Today’s Movements
Susan B. Anthony’s speech remains relevant today as it offers lessons on:

The importance of standing up against injustice.

The power of civil disobedience in effecting change.

The necessity of persistent advocacy for fundamental rights.



Continuing the Fight for Equality
While women’s voting rights are now enshrined in law, issues of gender
equality persist. The speech reminds us that:

Advocacy and activism are ongoing processes.1.

Legal rights must be protected and expanded to ensure equality for all.2.

Societal attitudes require continuous challenge and evolution.3.

Conclusion

Susan B. Anthony’s "On Women's Right To Vote" is more than a speech—it is a
powerful testament to the enduring struggle for gender equality. Delivered in
the wake of her arrest, it encapsulates her unwavering dedication to justice
and her belief in the moral imperative of women’s suffrage. Her words
continue to inspire advocates for equality today, reminding us that
persistent activism and moral courage are vital in shaping a just society. As
we reflect on her legacy, we are encouraged to carry forward the torch of
justice, ensuring that the principles she championed remain alive and
relevant for generations to come.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main message of Susan B. Anthony's
speech 'On Women's Right To Vote'?
The main message was advocating for women's suffrage, emphasizing that women
deserved the right to vote and should be equal participants in democracy.



Why was Susan B. Anthony arrested, and how did she
respond in her speech?
She was arrested for voting illegally as a woman. In her speech, she defended
her actions, asserting her right to vote and challenging unjust laws that
denied women suffrage.

How did Susan B. Anthony address the issue of gender
inequality in her speech?
She highlighted the inequality women faced under the law and argued that
denying women the vote was a violation of their fundamental rights as
citizens.

What historical significance does Anthony's speech
hold in the women's suffrage movement?
Her speech is a powerful declaration of women's rights, galvanizing the
movement and highlighting the importance of civil disobedience to achieve
suffrage.

How did Susan B. Anthony justify her act of voting
despite it being illegal for women?
She justified her act by asserting that the law was unjust and that her moral
duty was to vote for justice and equality, regardless of legal consequences.

What reactions did Anthony anticipate or hope for
from her audience with this speech?
She hoped to inspire women to recognize their rights and to see civil
disobedience as a valid means of fighting for equality, encouraging
collective action.

In what ways did Susan B. Anthony challenge the
societal norms of her time through her speech?
She challenged the societal norms by openly advocating for women's suffrage,
breaking the law, and refusing to accept gender-based restrictions on voting.

How does Anthony's speech remain relevant in today's
discussions on voting rights and gender equality?
Her speech continues to inspire ongoing struggles for voting rights and
gender equality, highlighting the importance of activism and standing up
against injustice.



What impact did Susan B. Anthony's speech and
actions have on the eventual passage of women's
suffrage laws?
Her courageous actions and speeches helped raise awareness, shift public
opinion, and contributed to the eventual ratification of the 19th Amendment,
granting women the right to vote.

Additional Resources
"On Women's Right To Vote": An In-Depth Analysis of Susan B. Anthony’s
Landmark Speech

---

Introduction

In the annals of American history, few speeches have had the enduring impact
and historical significance as Susan B. Anthony’s powerful declaration
following her arrest for attempting to vote in 1872. Her speech, commonly
titled "On Women's Right To Vote," not only served as a rallying cry for
women’s suffrage but also functioned as a profound critique of societal
norms, legal injustices, and the denial of women’s fundamental rights. This
article aims to provide a comprehensive, expert-level examination of
Anthony’s speech, contextualizing its importance within the broader suffrage
movement, dissecting its core messages, and exploring its lasting legacy.

---

Contextual Background: The Fight for Women’s Suffrage

Before delving into the speech itself, it is essential to understand the
socio-political climate of the 19th century that fueled the suffrage
movement.

The Women’s Rights Movement

- Origins and Early Efforts: The movement for women’s rights in the United
States began in earnest with campaigns for property rights, educational
access, and legal equality. The Seneca Falls Convention of 1848 marked a
pivotal moment, where leaders like Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott
demanded equal rights, including suffrage.

- The Role of Susan B. Anthony: As a tireless advocate, Anthony dedicated her
life to securing women’s voting rights. Her strategies included organizing
petitions, delivering speeches, and mobilizing women across the nation.

The 1872 Election and the Arrest



- The Act of Voting: On November 5, 1872, Susan B. Anthony cast her ballot in
Rochester, New York, asserting her belief that women should have the right to
vote, regardless of existing laws.

- Legal Consequences: Her act was illegal under then-current laws, which
explicitly barred women from voting. She was arrested, tried, and fined, but
her defiance became a catalyst for the movement.

---

The Speech: "On Women's Right To Vote"

Overview and Significance

Delivered shortly after her arrest, Anthony’s speech encapsulated her
convictions and responded to her critics and supporters alike. It was more
than a defense; it was a clarion call emphasizing justice, equality, and
constitutional rights.

The Setting and Audience

- Location: The speech was delivered during her trial or at public gatherings
following her arrest, often in settings that aimed to galvanize supporters.

- Audience: Attendees included suffragists, journalists, legal officials, and
the general public—each hearing a direct challenge to the prevailing social
order.

---

Dissecting the Speech: Core Themes and Arguments

1. The Moral and Legal Right to Vote

Anthony’s central argument hinges on the assertion that women are entitled to
vote by natural, moral, and constitutional rights.

- "The Constitution of the United States": She emphasizes that the
Constitution does not explicitly deny women the right to vote, and in fact,
many legal principles support gender equality.

- The Question of Justice: She questions the legitimacy of laws that exclude
women, framing them as unjust and inconsistent with the nation’s founding
ideals.

2. The Disparity Between Law and Justice

Anthony challenges the notion that existing laws should dictate moral rights,
asserting:

- Laws are human constructs that can be changed when they are unjust.



- Women’s exclusion from voting is a societal injustice that demands
rectification.

3. The Power of Civil Disobedience

Her act of voting, despite legal prohibitions, exemplifies civil
disobedience—a peaceful protest against unjust laws.

- "Resistance to tyranny": She frames her vote as a moral duty to oppose an
unjust system.

4. The Role of Women in Democracy

Anthony advocates for women as active participants in democracy, emphasizing:

- Women’s contributions to society—home, work, community—are integral to
national progress.
- Inclusion and Representation: Women should have a voice in shaping laws and
policies affecting their lives.

5. The Future of Women’s Rights

- Optimism and Determination: Though she acknowledges the challenges, Anthony
expresses unwavering confidence that women’s suffrage will eventually be
realized.

- Call to Action: She urges women to continue fighting and to stand firm in
their belief in equality.

---

Key Excerpts and Their Significance

Notable Passages

- "I shall march on the ballot box until I shall have secured to women the
right to vote."
Significance: Demonstrates her commitment and the importance of persistent
activism.

- "It is not a question of whether women are fit to vote but whether the law
shall deny them the right."
Significance: Shifts focus from individual capability to legal justice.

- "The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men and women
to do nothing."
Significance: Calls for collective action and responsibility.

---

The Legal and Social Arguments in the Speech



Challenging the Legal Status Quo

Anthony defies the legal restrictions by claiming:

- The 14th and 15th Amendments, which address citizenship and voting rights,
do not explicitly exclude women.
- Laws that prohibit women from voting are inconsistent with the principles
of equality embedded in the Constitution.

Addressing Critics and Opponents

- Critics argued that women voting was immoral or disruptive.
- Anthony counters that moral progress often involves challenging societal
norms.

The Ethical Imperative

- The speech emphasizes that denying women their rights is an ethical
violation and a moral failing of society.

---

The Legacy and Impact of the Speech

Immediate Effects

- The speech and subsequent activism kept the suffrage issue in public
discourse.
- It inspired women and men to advocate for legal reforms.

Long-Term Significance

- Catalyst for the 19th Amendment: Although it took nearly five decades, the
principles expressed by Anthony laid the groundwork for the ratification of
the 19th Amendment in 1920, granting women the right to vote.

- Symbol of Civil Disobedience: Anthony’s act and speech became a blueprint
for future social justice movements, illustrating the power of moral
conviction and peaceful protest.

- Enduring Inspiration: Her words continue to resonate, emphasizing the
importance of fighting for justice, equality, and constitutional rights.

---

Critical Analysis: Why Anthony’s Speech Remains Relevant

Legal and Ethical Considerations

- Her challenge to unjust laws underscores the importance of civil
disobedience in social progress.



- The speech exemplifies how moral imperatives can inspire legal reforms.

Gender Equality and Democracy

- Reinforces that democracy thrives when all citizens participate.
- Highlights the importance of including marginalized groups in the political
process.

Feminist Thought and Activism

- Acts as a foundational text in feminist history.
- Demonstrates the power of individual acts of defiance to catalyze societal
change.

---

Conclusion: A Testament to Courage and Conviction

Susan B. Anthony’s "On Women's Right To Vote" is not merely a speech; it is a
historic declaration of human rights, moral justice, and democratic
principles. Her words challenged societal norms, questioned unjust laws, and
inspired generations to pursue equality through persistent activism. As a
product of its time and a beacon for future generations, Anthony’s speech
exemplifies the enduring power of moral courage in the face of adversity.

In assessing her legacy, it becomes clear that her act of voting and her
subsequent speech exemplified the essence of civil rights advocacy—peaceful,
principled, and unwavering. Today, her words remind us that the fight for
justice is ongoing, and that the courage to stand up against injustice can
shape history.

---

Note: For readers interested in exploring further, examining the full text of
Susan B. Anthony’s speech reveals additional nuances and rhetorical
strategies that underscore her mastery as an orator and activist.
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