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In Joy Kogawa's novel Obasan, Chapter 7 offers a poignant and introspective
look into the emotional landscape of its characters, especially through the
perspective of the narrator. The excerpt where she stares out the open window
as she talks encapsulates a moment of reflection, silence, and silent
communication that resonates deeply with readers. This scene not only
highlights the complex emotions experienced by the characters but also serves
as a powerful metaphor for longing, memory, and the desire for understanding
amidst adversity. In this article, we will delve into the significance of
this excerpt, analyze its themes, and explore how Kogawa uses imagery and
narrative techniques to evoke empathy and insight into the characters’
experiences.

Understanding the Context of the Excerpt

The Setting of Chapter 7 in Obasan

Chapter 7 of Obasan is situated at a critical point in the novel, where the
protagonist reflects on her family'’s history and the trauma of Japanese-
Canadian internment during World War II. The scene where she gazes out the
open window symbolizes her longing for clarity and connection amid the chaos
of her memories. It is a moment that captures the internal struggle of
reconciling past injustices with present realities.

The Character’s Perspective

The narrator, a young girl recounting her family's story, observes her
surroundings with a mix of innocence and growing awareness. Her act of
staring out the window signifies both a physical act of looking outward and
an emotional act of seeking understanding or escape. This moment exemplifies
how children internalize the complexities of their environment and how
silence can be as powerful as speech in expressing unspoken feelings.



The Significance of the Window as a Literary
Symbol

Windows as Metaphors in Literature

In literature, windows often symbolize perspectives, opportunities, or
barriers. They serve as a threshold between the internal world of a character
and the external environment. In Obasan, the open window represents a portal
to memories, hopes, and a desire for liberation from the confines of trauma
and societal prejudice.

The Open Window in the Excerpt

The open window in the excerpt signifies openness and the potential for
understanding. It suggests that the narrator is receptive to new insights or
is contemplating her past from a vantage point that allows her to see beyond
immediate circumstances. The act of staring out the window conveys a moment
of pause—a reflective interlude where she processes her feelings without the
need for words.

Themes Explored in the Excerpt

Trauma and Memory

The scene underscores how trauma leaves an indelible mark on individuals,
especially children. The act of looking out the window is intertwined with
memories of displacement and loss, emphasizing the importance of remembrance
and the struggle to find peace.

Silence and Communication

The excerpt highlights that silence can be a form of communication,
especially for those who find it difficult to articulate their pain. The
protagonist’s quiet observation is as meaningful as dialogue, revealing
internal states that words cannot express.

Identity and Cultural Heritage

Staring out the window also symbolizes a search for identity-an attempt to
understand one’s cultural roots and personal history. For Japanese-Canadians
during this period, reconciling their heritage with their Canadian identity



was fraught with challenges, which the scene subtly captures.

Hope and Resilience

Despite the somber tone, the openness of the window hints at hope-the
possibility of healing and reconnection. It reflects resilience in the face
of adversity, a recurring motif throughout the novel.

Literary Techniques Used in the Excerpt

Imagery and Descriptive Language

Kogawa employs vivid imagery to evoke emotions, such as describing the view
from the window or the character’s expressions. These descriptions deepen the
reader’s understanding of the emotional landscape.

Symbolism

The open window serves as a powerful symbol, representing freedom,
transition, or the passage of time. Its openness contrasts with the
confinement experienced during internment, highlighting themes of liberation
and longing.

Point of View

The narrative perspective is intimate, allowing readers to see through the
eyes of the young girl. This close point of view fosters empathy and provides
insight into her internal conflicts.

Tone and Mood

The tone is contemplative and subdued, creating a mood of introspection. It
invites readers to pause and consider the deeper implications of silence and
observation.

Analyzing the Emotional Impact of the Scene



Empathy and Connection

Readers are encouraged to empathize with the narrator’s silent reflection,
understanding the unspoken pain and hope that she embodies. This emotional
connection is central to the novel’s impact.

Universal Themes

The scene resonates universally—everyone experiences moments of silence and
reflection, especially during times of hardship. It underscores the
importance of patience and understanding in human relationships.

Encouraging Reflection

By focusing on this quiet moment, Kogawa prompts readers to reflect on their
own experiences of loss, resilience, and the pursuit of understanding.

Conclusion: The Power of Silence and
Observation in Obasan

The excerpt from Chapter 7 of Obasan, where the narrator stares out the open
window as she talks, encapsulates a profound moment of introspection and
emotional depth. Through the symbolism of the window, Kogawa explores themes
of trauma, memory, hope, and cultural identity. The scene’s literary
techniques—rich imagery, symbolism, and point of view—serve to deepen the
reader’s engagement and empathy. Ultimately, this moment exemplifies how
silence and observation can be powerful tools for expression, especially when
words fall short of conveying complex feelings. As a reflection of resilience
amidst adversity, this scene invites us to consider the importance of
understanding, patience, and compassion in the face of life's challenges.
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Frequently Asked Questions



What is the significance of the open window in the
excerpt from Chapter 7 of Obasan?

The open window symbolizes openness and reflection, allowing the narrator to
connect with memories and the natural world, emphasizing themes of longing
and perspective.

How does the excerpt reveal the emotional state of
the narrator in Chapter 7?

The narrator's gaze out the window suggests introspection, a sense of
longing, and a desire to understand or process complex feelings related to
her family's history.

What themes are highlighted in the excerpt from
Chapter 7 of Obasan?

Themes of memory, identity, loss, and resilience are emphasized, particularly
through the imagery of looking outward and reflecting on the past.

How does Joy Kogawa use imagery in this excerpt to
enhance the story?

Kogawa employs vivid imagery of the open window and the world outside to
symbolize opportunity, escape, and the boundary between past and present.

In what ways does the excerpt contribute to the
overall narrative of Obasan?

It deepens the reader's understanding of the narrator's internal struggles
and highlights the themes of remembrance and reconciliation central to the
novel.

What is the historical context reflected in the
excerpt from Chapter 77

The excerpt reflects the Japanese Canadian experience during World War II,
including themes of displacement, internment, and the search for identity
amidst adversity.

How does the act of staring out the window serve as
a literary device in this excerpt?

It functions as a moment of pause, introspection, and connection to the
broader world, allowing the narrator to process her emotions and memories
more deeply.
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The excerpt from Chapter 7 of Obasan by Joy Kogawa, particularly the scene
where the narrator describes her aunt staring out the open window, is a
compelling window into the emotional landscape of the characters and the
profound themes woven throughout the novel. This passage encapsulates the
subtle yet powerful ways in which memory, silence, and resilience are
conveyed in the narrative. As a reader, engaging with this excerpt offers an
enriching experience that combines literary analysis, emotional resonance,
and cultural reflection.

Overview of the Excerpt

The selected excerpt centers around a moment of quiet introspection, where
the aunt gazes outward through an open window while she speaks. This act of
staring outward is not mere window-gazing but a symbolic gesture laden with
meaning—representing longing, reflection, or perhaps a desire to escape from
the weight of past traumas. Kogawa’'s detailed description invites readers
into a moment of intimacy and vulnerability, revealing the depth of her
characters’ inner worlds.

The scene occurs during a pivotal chapter, where themes of displacement,
memory, and family history are explored. The imagery of the open window
serves as a metaphor for openness and exposure, contrasting with the internal
emotional barriers that the characters maintain. The tone, conveyed through
Kogawa's careful language, oscillates between melancholy and stoic
resilience, echoing the collective experience of Japanese Canadians during
and after the internment.

Literary Significance and Themes
Symbolism of the Open Window

One of the most compelling aspects of this excerpt is the symbolism
associated with the open window. It functions on multiple levels:

- Connection to the Past: The open window metaphorically suggests a view into
memories and history that cannot be fully shut out.

- Longing and Hope: The act of gazing outward hints at a desire for
liberation or a better future.

- Exposure and Vulnerability: An open window signifies openness to external
influences and emotional exposure, reflecting the characters’ internal
states.



Pros:

- Provides rich symbolic layers that enhance thematic depth.

- Engages readers’ imagination by invoking universal ideas of longing and
reflection.

Cons:

- May be abstract for some readers, requiring careful interpretation.

Character Development

This scene offers a nuanced portrayal of the aunt, illustrating her
complexity:

- She appears contemplative, possibly mourning or reminiscing.

- Her silent gaze indicates a depth of emotion that words cannot fully
express.

- The act of staring out the window signifies her internal processing of
trauma and resilience.

Pros:

- Adds emotional depth and realism to the character.
- Demonstrates Kogawa's skill in revealing character through subtle gestures.

Cons:

- Some readers may desire more explicit context or dialogue to understand her
full emotional state.

Themes of Memory and Trauma

The scene vividly illustrates how memory shapes identity and how individuals
cope with historical trauma:

- The open window serves as a portal to the past — memories of internment,
displacement, and loss.
- The silence and stillness emphasize the unspoken pain that characters bear.

Pros:

- Effectively communicates complex themes without overt exposition.
- Invites reflection on collective and personal histories.

Cons:

- Might be emotionally challenging for some readers, especially those
unfamiliar with Japanese Canadian history.



Narrative Style and Language

Kogawa’'s narrative style in this excerpt is poetic and evocative. Her
language employs sensory details and restrained emotion to create a layered
reading experience:

- Use of imagery: “She stared out the open window” evokes a vivid visual.

- Tone: Calm yet tinged with underlying sorrow, capturing the quiet
resilience of her characters.

- Pacing: Slow, deliberate, allowing readers to absorb each nuance.

Features:

- Poignant and understated prose.
- Skillful use of symbolism and imagery.

Benefits:

- Creates an immersive atmosphere.
- Encourages readers to interpret for themselves the emotional subtext.

Potential Drawbacks:

- The subtlety may lead to varied interpretations, which could challenge some
readers seeking straightforward storytelling.

Cultural and Historical Context

Understanding the excerpt requires awareness of the broader historical
backdrop:

- The internment of Japanese Americans and Japanese Canadians during WWII.

- The lasting effects of racial discrimination, displacement, and cultural
suppression.

- The importance of storytelling and memory in preserving cultural identity.
Kogawa's depiction of her characters’ silent moments reflects the unspoken
pain and resilience of a marginalized community. The open window can also
symbolize the hope for acknowledgment and reconciliation.

Pros:

- Provides cultural depth and historical awareness.
- Highlights the importance of stories in marginalized communities.

Cons:

- May require additional background knowledge for full appreciation.



Critical Reception and Impact

Obasan is regarded as a seminal work in Canadian literature, especially for
its honest portrayal of internment and its exploration of cultural identity.
The excerpt exemplifies Kogawa’'s poetic style and thematic concerns.

Strengths:

- Raises awareness of historical injustices.
- 0ffers a nuanced portrayal of resilience and silence.

Limitations:

- Its poetic, understated approach may not appeal to all readers seeking a
more direct narrative.

Conclusion

The excerpt from Chapter 7 of Obasan where she stared out the open window as
she talked is a masterful illustration of how subtle gestures can carry
profound emotional and symbolic weight. Joy Kogawa's poetic language,
combined with her nuanced characterization, invites readers to delve into
complex themes of memory, trauma, resilience, and hope. While the scene’s
subtlety may challenge some readers, it ultimately enriches the narrative,
making it a powerful meditation on personal and collective history.

In summary:

- The scene’s symbolism and emotional depth exemplify Kogawa's literary
craft.

- It offers insights into the characters’ inner worlds and cultural
histories.

- Its themes resonate universally, emphasizing the importance of memory and
resilience in the face of adversity.

Engaging with this excerpt is not just an encounter with a moment in a novel
but an invitation to reflect on the enduring human capacity for hope and
strength amid hardship. Kogawa’'s Obasan remains a vital work that continues
to inspire and educate about the profound impacts of history on individual
lives, making this excerpt a significant highlight of her literary
achievement.
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