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In the world of J.R.R. Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings, moments of serenity are often interrupted by
the unpredictable forces of nature and the looming presence of danger. The excerpt from The
Fellowship of the Ring that begins with “Then the weather clouded over. That was on Wednesday”
encapsulates a pivotal point in the story, where the journey of the hobbits, and indeed the entire
fellowship, takes a turn influenced by external forces beyond their control. This article delves into
the significance of this excerpt, exploring its themes, the importance of weather in Tolkien’s
narrative, and how such moments heighten the sense of adventure and peril in Middle-earth.

Understanding the Context of the Excerpt

The Setting of the Moment

The excerpt in question marks a critical transition in the narrative of The Fellowship of the Ring. It
takes place after the hobbits have left the safety of the Shire and are embarking on their perilous
journey to destroy the One Ring. The phrase “Then the weather clouded over” signifies a shift from
relative safety to uncertainty and foreboding.

This moment occurs during the early chapters when the hobbits are traveling through unfamiliar
territories, and nature itself seems to mirror the growing tension. The mention of the weather
clouding over on a Wednesday anchors the story in a specific temporal moment, emphasizing that
time and environment are integral to the unfolding events.

Thematic Significance

The weather in Tolkien's works often functions as a symbol of the characters’ internal states or the
overarching mood of the story. In this excerpt:

- Transition and Change: The clouding over the weather symbolizes a shift from calm to chaos,
foreshadowing upcoming challenges.

- Imminent Danger: Overcast skies often evoke a sense of threat or impending trouble, aligning with
the narrative’s progression towards conflict.

- Nature as a Reflection of Mood: Tolkien masterfully uses weather to mirror the emotional



landscape of his characters, enhancing reader engagement.

The Role of Weather in Tolkien’s Middle-earth

Symbolism of Weather in Tolkien’s Writing

Throughout The Lord of the Rings, weather patterns serve as more than mere background
scenery—they are woven into the storytelling fabric to accentuate themes and set tones.

Key Examples Include:

- The Darkening Skies of Mordor: Signify the evil influence and oppressive atmosphere of Sauron’s
domain.

- The Snow and Cold of Caradhras: Reflect the treacherous mountain pass and the peril faced by the
companions.

- The Rains of the Old Forest: Enhance the eerie and ominous mood as the hobbits navigate
unfamiliar and dangerous environments.

Symbolic Functions of Weather:

- Foreshadowing: Sudden storms or overcast skies hint at upcoming peril.
- Mood Enhancement: Weather conditions deepen the emotional impact of scenes.
- Character Reflection: Turbulent weather often parallels internal conflicts or struggles.

Impact on Plot and Character Development

Weather not only influences the physical journey but also impacts character decisions and
interactions. For example:

- The Weather During the Council of Elrond: Helps build a sense of gravity and urgency.

- Storm on Caradhras: Forces the Fellowship to alter their route, demonstrating resilience and
adaptability.

- The Dead of Night in Shelob’s Lair: Creates suspense and heightens danger.

Analyzing the Significance of the Wednesday Cloud
Cover



The Narrative Function

The specific mention of “Wednesday” in the excerpt grounds the story in real time, providing readers
with a sense of immediacy and realism. This detail emphasizes that the journey is ongoing and that
each day brings new challenges.

Key points include:

- Establishing a timeline for the story.

- Highlighting the progression of events.
- Creating a rhythm that mirrors the natural passage of time.

The Psychological Impact

The shift in weather on that particular Wednesday serves as a metaphor for the rising tension among
the hobbits and their companions. As the skies darken:

- Characters experience heightened anxiety.
- The sense of uncertainty grows.
- The narrative tension increases, engaging readers and encouraging anticipation.

Thematic Reflection

The weather’s change reflects the overarching themes of uncertainty and the unpredictable nature
of adventure. It reminds readers that even amidst hope and courage, external forces can alter the
course of events unexpectedly.

The Literary Techniques Used to Depict Weather

Imagery and Descriptive Language

Tolkien’s rich descriptive style brings the weather to life, immersing readers in the scene. For
example, phrases like “the sky darkened suddenly” or “the clouds gathered like a brewing storm”
evoke vivid images that enhance the mood.

Symbolism and Foreshadowing

As discussed, weather acts as a symbol for impending danger, internal conflict, or thematic shifts.



The clouded over weather foreshadows looming threats and challenges that the fellowship must
face.

Setting as a Narrative Device

By anchoring the story in a specific day—Wednesday—Tolkien emphasizes the importance of timing
and the natural rhythm of the journey, making the narrative more tangible and relatable.

Implications for Modern Readers and Tolkien
Enthusiasts

Understanding Tolkien’s Use of Nature

Modern readers can appreciate how Tolkien’s detailed descriptions of weather and environment
serve to deepen the storytelling. Recognizing these techniques enhances comprehension and
appreciation of his literary craftsmanship.

Applying the Themes Today

The themes of uncertainty, change, and resilience reflected through weather are timeless. They
resonate with readers facing their own challenges, reminding us that external circumstances often
mirror internal struggles.

Engaging with the Text

By paying attention to moments like the Wednesday weather clouding over, readers can gain
insights into character development and plot progression, enriching their overall experience of
Tolkien’s work.

Conclusion: The Power of Weather in Tolkien’s
Narrative

The excerpt starting with “Then the weather clouded over. That was on Wednesday” encapsulates
the essential role that weather plays in The Lord of the Rings. It is a narrative tool that enhances



mood, foreshadows danger, and reflects characters’ internal states. Tolkien’s mastery in using
natural elements as storytelling devices transforms simple weather descriptions into powerful
symbols that drive the plot and deepen thematic resonance.

For fans and new readers alike, understanding the significance of such moments offers a richer
appreciation of Tolkien’s storytelling genius. Whether it’s the ominous clouds gathering on a
midweek day or the stormy skies over Mordor, weather in Middle-earth is more than just
atmospheric—it is integral to the epic’s emotional and thematic fabric.

Key Takeaways:

- The excerpt marks a pivotal narrative and thematic moment.

- Weather in Tolkien’s works symbolizes danger, change, and mood.

- Specific details, like “Wednesday,” ground the story in a tangible timeline.

- Literary techniques such as imagery and symbolism amplify the storytelling.
- Recognizing these elements enhances appreciation of Tolkien’s craft.

By exploring the significance of weather in The Fellowship of the Ring, readers gain a deeper
understanding of how Tolkien’s environmental descriptions serve as vital storytelling tools—making
his fantasy world feel more vivid, real, and emotionally compelling.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the weather clouding over in the
excerpt from The Fellowship of the Ring?

The clouding over signifies an approaching storm or change in the environment, reflecting the mood
or upcoming challenges faced by the characters.

How does the weather setting in the excerpt influence the
story's atmosphere?

The clouded weather creates a sense of foreboding and tension, setting a somber or uncertain tone
for the events that follow.

What does the phrase 'Then the weather clouded over' imply
about the timing of the events?

It indicates a transition point, suggesting that the story is moving from a calm or clear period into a
more uncertain or difficult phase.

Why might the author have chosen to describe the weather



explicitly in this excerpt?

Describing the weather helps to mirror the mood or themes of the story, emphasizing the characters
struggles or the narrative's tension.

In what way does this excerpt reflect Tolkien's storytelling
style?

Tolkien often uses detailed environmental descriptions, like weather, to enhance the immersive
quality of his world and deepen the emotional impact.

How does the timing 'on Wednesday' contribute to the
narrative in the excerpt?

Specifying the day grounds the story in a real-world timeframe, adding a sense of immediacy and
realism to the events.

Can the weather change in the excerpt symbolize a larger
theme in The Lord of the Rings?

Yes, weather changes often symbolize shifting fortunes, impending danger, or the transition from
peace to conflict in Tolkien's work.

What mood is created by the description of the weather in the
excerpt?

The mood is one of anticipation, uncertainty, and perhaps unease, reflecting the narrative's tension
at this point in the story.

Additional Resources

Read The Excerpt From The Fellowship Of The Ring. Then The Weather Clouded Over. That
Was On Wednesday.

Analyzing the Literary and Atmospheric Significance of the Excerpt from The Fellowship of the Ring

The opening words, "Read The Excerpt From The Fellowship Of The Ring. Then The Weather
Clouded Over. That Was On Wednesday," evoke a layered narrative intertwining literary reflection
with atmospheric symbolism. This statement, seemingly simple on the surface, invites a deeper
exploration into its thematic richness, contextual relevance, and evocative imagery. In this article,
we dissect the excerpt through a journalistic and analytical lens, exploring its literary origins,
thematic implications, and the significance of weather as a narrative device.



Contextual Foundations: The Significance of The Fellowship of the Ring
The Literary Heritage of J.R.R. Tolkien’s Masterpiece

The Fellowship of the Ring, published in 1954, is the first volume of J.R.R. Tolkien'’s epic fantasy
trilogy The Lord of the Rings. It has cemented itself as a cornerstone of modern fantasy literature,
blending mythic storytelling with intricate world-building. The narrative follows a diverse group of
characters embarking on a perilous journey to destroy an all-powerful ring, symbolizing the struggle
between good and evil.

Key themes in the novel include:

- The hero’s journey and the importance of fellowship

- The corrupting influence of power

- The resilience of hope amidst darkness

- The significance of nature and environment in shaping character and plot

The Importance of the Opening Excerpt

The phrase "Read The Excerpt" suggests a moment of reflection, perhaps an invitation for readers to
engage with a segment of the text that encapsulates the novel’s essence. It underscores the
significance of the initial passages, which often set the tone for the entire story, establishing mood,
setting, and thematic undertones.

In literary analysis, such a directive acts as a bridge between the reader and the deeper layers of
storytelling. It signals a deliberate pause, prompting contemplation about the narrative’s core
messages before moving forward.

The Atmospheric Transition: "Then The Weather Clouded Over"
Symbolism of Weather in Literature

Weather frequently functions as a powerful symbol in literature, reflecting characters’ emotional
states, foreshadowing events, or embodying thematic shifts. Clouded weather, particularly, often
signifies uncertainty, foreboding, or impending danger.

In the context of Tolkien’s work, weather is more than mere backdrop; it’s woven into the narrative
fabric:

- Foreshadowing: Overcast skies hint at upcoming trials or darkness looming over the characters.

- Mood setting: Cloud cover creates a somber, tense atmosphere, aligning with the novel’s themes of
conflict and struggle.

- Symbolic reflection: The weather mirrors the internal states of characters — uncertainty, fear, hope
waning or rising.

The Transition from Reflection to Darkness

The phrase "Then The Weather Clouded Over" indicates a shift from a potentially calm or
contemplative moment to one overshadowed by uncertainty. It serves as a narrative device signaling



a change in tone, emphasizing that the journey ahead is fraught with obstacles.
This atmospheric change resonates with the broader themes of Tolkien’s work, where darkness and

light continually vie for dominance, and the environment mirrors the inner moral landscape of
characters.

Analytical Perspectives: Literary and Thematic Interpretations

1. The Role of Excerpts in Narrative Framing

Excerpts serve as narrative anchors, often used to:

- Provide context

- Establish tone

- Highlight key themes

In this case, the excerpt from The Fellowship of the Ring functions as a literary motif, setting the
stage for the emotional and thematic journey. It invites readers to reflect on the significance of the
text before experiencing the subsequent atmospheric shift.

2. Weather as a Reflection of Narrative Tension

The phrase "the weather clouded over" encapsulates a common literary technique: using natural
phenomena to mirror narrative tension. This device:

- Creates anticipation
- Signals a transition from clarity to ambiguity

- Foreshadows conflicts or challenges

In Tolkien’s narrative, weather often coincides with vital plot developments, such as the approach of
dark forces or the onset of perilous quests.

3. The Temporal Marker: "That Was On Wednesday"

The specificity of "Wednesday" grounds the excerpt in a tangible timeframe, adding a layer of
realism and immediacy. It suggests that the events or reflections are tied to a particular moment,
making the reader consider the significance of that day.

This temporal marker can also symbolize:

- A turning point in an ongoing journey

- A moment of pause or reflection amid chaos
- The mundane juxtaposed against epic themes

Broader Literary and Cultural Significance

The Power of Setting and Atmosphere in Narrative Engagement



The interplay of excerpt and weather underscores a fundamental truth in storytelling: environment
influences perception. Tolkien masterfully uses natural elements to deepen the narrative, making
the fantastical world more immersive and emotionally resonant.

Weather as a Universal Symbol

Across cultures and literary traditions, overcast skies often symbolize:

- Impending doom

- Transition periods

- Inner turmoil

This universality enhances the excerpt’s relatability, as readers worldwide recognize the emotional
cues associated with cloudy weather.

The Role of Time in Literary Reflection
Marking the moment as "Wednesday" emphasizes the importance of temporality in storytelling. It

invites reflection on how specific moments—days, hours—can serve as catalysts or markers of
change within a narrative or personal experience.

Critical Reflections: Interpreting the Passage’s Impact
Emotional and Psychological Dimensions

The combination of reading an excerpt and experiencing a weather change can evoke a sense of
foreboding or introspection. It prompts questions such as:

- What is the significance of the excerpt?

- How does the weather influence the reader’s emotional response?

- Does the shift in weather symbolize an internal or external conflict?

Literary Techniques at Play

Tolkien’s narrative employs:

- Imagery: Vivid descriptions of weather evoke mood

- Foreshadowing: Clouded skies hint at darker events

- Juxtaposition: The calm of reading contrasted with the impending gloom

The Interplay Between Text and Environment

This excerpt exemplifies how physical environment and literary content can intertwine, reinforcing

themes and emotional undertones. Such techniques enhance reader engagement and deepen
interpretative layers.

Implications for Readers and Literary Analysts



For Readers

- Recognize the significance of environmental cues in stories
- Understand how atmosphere shapes emotional perception
- Reflect on personal experiences associated with weather and mood

For Literary Critics

- Analyze the use of weather as a narrative device
- Explore the symbolic layers within excerpts and their contextual placement
- Consider the importance of specific dates or moments in storytelling

Conclusion: A Microcosm of Narrative Depth

The seemingly simple statement—reading an excerpt from The Fellowship of the Ring followed by a
weather shift—encapsulates a profound narrative strategy. It highlights how literary moments are
often amplified by atmospheric symbolism, creating an immersive and emotionally charged
experience. Tolkien’s masterful intertwining of environment and storytelling continues to influence
writers and readers alike, demonstrating the enduring power of setting, symbolism, and temporal
anchoring in crafting compelling narratives.

By examining this excerpt critically, we gain insight into the subtle artistry of Tolkien’s writing and
the universal human experience of navigating darkness and hope, both within stories and in life’s
unpredictable weather patterns. Whether as a reader or analyst, recognizing these layered cues
enriches our appreciation of literature’s capacity to mirror and shape our understanding of the
world.

In essence, this brief yet evocative statement invites us to consider the profound symbiosis between
text and environment, reminding us that stories are not only told through words but also through the
landscapes and atmospheres that surround us, both in fiction and reality.
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