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Read The Following Excerpt From William Faulkner's The Sound And The Fury: As
The Scudding Day Passed and you are transported into the depths of one of
American literature’s most challenging and profound narratives. William
Faulkner’s The Sound and the Fury is renowned for its complex narrative
style, experimental syntax, and deep exploration of themes such as time,
memory, family, and decay. This excerpt, capturing the passage of a day that
seems to mirror the decline of the Compson family, invites readers to delve
into Faulkner’s intricate storytelling and his mastery in depicting the human
condition.

In this article, we will analyze the excerpt in detail, exploring its
significance within the novel, its stylistic features, and how it exemplifies
Faulkner’s literary genius. Whether you are a seasoned Faulkner scholar or a
newcomer eager to understand the depths of this literary masterpiece, this
guide aims to shed light on the richness of The Sound and the Fury and its
enduring relevance.

---

Understanding the Context of the Excerpt

The Significance of the Passage in the Novel

The Sound and the Fury is divided into four parts, each narrated from a
different perspective, with varying degrees of reliability and style. The
excerpt titled “As The Scudding Day Passed” is crucial because it
encapsulates the decline and chaos that pervade the Compson family’s
existence. It often reflects the passage of a single day, symbolizing the
overall deterioration of the family’s fortunes, morality, and sanity.

This particular passage is rich with imagery and symbolism, illustrating how
Faulkner uses the passage of time—both literal and psychological—to mirror
the disintegration of the family’s world. The “scudding day” suggests a
fleeting, restless passage of time—one that is relentless and indifferent to
human suffering.



Thematic Elements Embedded in the Excerpt

The excerpt encapsulates several core themes of the novel:

- Decay and Decline: The passing of the day signifies the inevitable decline
of the Compson family, emblematic of the South’s fading aristocratic past.
- Time and Memory: Faulkner’s fluid portrayal of time blurs past, present,
and future, emphasizing how memory shapes identity.
- Fragility of Sanity: The narrative’s fragmented style hints at the mental
unraveling of characters, especially Benjy and Quentin.
- Symbolism of Nature: Elements like the weather, wind, and the passing
clouds reflect internal states and thematic motifs.

---

Stylistic Features of Faulkner in the Excerpt

Stream of Consciousness Technique

One of Faulkner’s signature stylistic devices in this excerpt is the use of
stream of consciousness. This technique immerses the reader into the
characters’ inner worlds, often presenting thoughts and perceptions in a
seemingly chaotic, unstructured manner. It allows Faulkner to depict the
fragmented reality experienced by his characters.

For example, the narrative may shift abruptly from one thought to another,
mimicking the mental disarray of characters like Quentin or Benjy. This style
reinforces the themes of mental instability and the fluidity of time.

Non-linear Narrative and Temporal Play

Faulkner often abandons chronological storytelling, instead employing a non-
linear approach that jumps across different time periods. In the excerpt, the
passage of a single day might be juxtaposed with memories or flashbacks,
creating a layered sense of time.

This technique emphasizes the idea that past and present are intertwined and
that memory is a living, often unreliable, narrative force.

Rich Symbolism and Imagery

Faulkner’s use of vivid imagery enhances the emotional and thematic depth.



Descriptions of the weather, the landscape, and everyday objects serve as
metaphors for the characters’ internal states. For instance, a “scudding”
day—full of wind and movement—symbolizes chaos and instability.

---

Literary Analysis of the Excerpt

The Use of Nature as a Reflection of Inner Turmoil

In the excerpt, natural elements are not merely background but active
symbols. The passing day, described as “scudding,” suggests a restless,
uncontrollable force—mirroring the turmoil within the characters and the
disintegrating family structure.

The wind, clouds, and shifting weather patterns symbolize the uncontrollable
passage of time and the fragility of human constructs. Faulkner often aligns
natural imagery with psychological states, creating a harmony between
external environment and internal experience.

Character Perspectives and Narration

The excerpt often features multiple narrators or shifts in perspective, each
offering a unique lens on the day’s events. For example:

- Benjy’s perspective: His perceptions are sensory-driven, fragmented, and
timeless.
- Quentin’s perspective: His narration might reveal obsessional thoughts and
an obsession with honor and decay.
- Caddy’s memories: These serve as emotional anchors, contrasting with the
chaos around her.

The interplay of these perspectives creates a multifaceted understanding of
the day’s significance.

Thematic Reflection on Decay and Mortality

The passage encapsulates the theme of mortality—not just physical death, but
the death of a way of life, of innocence, and of hope. The “scudding day”
reminds us of the relentless march of time, which erodes appearances and
souls alike.

Faulkner’s portrayal of decline is both personal and cultural, reflecting the



fading Southern aristocracy and the universal human experience of aging and
loss.

---

Implications and Modern Relevance

Why Faulkner’s Style Continues to Influence
Literature

Faulkner’s innovative narrative techniques, exemplified in this excerpt, have
influenced countless writers and continue to challenge readers and scholars.
His blending of stream of consciousness, non-linear storytelling, and rich
symbolism opened new pathways for literary experimentation.

This excerpt exemplifies how literature can depict the complexity of human
consciousness, emphasizing that reality is often fractured and subjective.

Lessons from the Passage for Contemporary Readers

- Understanding the Fluidity of Time: Recognizing how memory and perception
influence our experience of reality.
- Appreciating Narrative Experimentation: Embracing non-traditional
storytelling to gain deeper insights.
- Contemplating Decay and Change: Reflecting on personal and cultural
decline, and the importance of resilience.

Incorporating the Excerpt into Broader Literary
Studies

Scholars and students can use this excerpt to study:

- The evolution of modernist literature.
- The expression of psychological states through stylistic devices.
- The cultural critique of the American South.

---



Conclusion: The Enduring Power of Faulkner’s
Passage

The excerpt from William Faulkner’s The Sound and the Fury titled “As The
Scudding Day Passed” encapsulates the essence of Faulkner’s literary
genius—its complexity, richness, and profound insight into the human psyche.
Through innovative narrative techniques, vivid imagery, and thematic depth,
Faulkner invites us to reflect on the passage of time, the fragility of
memory, and the inevitable decline that touches all lives.

As you revisit this excerpt, whether in academic study or personal
reflection, remember that Faulkner’s work challenges us to confront the chaos
and beauty of human existence. His portrayal of a day passing—fleeting yet
eternal—serves as a powerful metaphor for life itself: fleeting moments that
define our legacy, our memories, and ourselves.

---

Meta Description:
Explore the profound excerpt from William Faulkner's The Sound and the
Fury—"As The Scudding Day Passed"—through detailed analysis of its themes,
stylistic features, and significance within American modernist literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the phrase 'As The
Scudding Day Passed' in William Faulkner's The Sound
And The Fury?
The phrase symbolizes the passage of a tumultuous day, reflecting themes of
decay, loss, and the fleeting nature of time in the novel's narrative.

How does the excerpt reflect the novel's exploration
of the Compson family's decline?
It depicts the waning moments of a day that parallels the fading fortunes and
moral disintegration of the Compson family.

What literary techniques does Faulkner use in this
excerpt to convey mood and atmosphere?
Faulkner employs vivid imagery, stream of consciousness narration, and
evocative language to create a somber and reflective mood.



In what way does the excerpt exemplify Faulkner's
use of symbolism?
The passing day serves as a symbol for the decline of the Southern
aristocracy and the inevitable march of time affecting the characters' lives.

How does the excerpt's depiction of time contribute
to the novel's overall themes?
It emphasizes the fluidity of time and memory, highlighting characters’
struggles to confront their past and the relentless progression toward
decline.

What is the narrative perspective in the excerpt,
and how does it influence the reader's
understanding?
The excerpt is presented through a third-person perspective with
introspective elements, immersing the reader in the characters' inner
thoughts and adding depth to the mood.

How does the tone of the excerpt reflect Faulkner's
modernist style?
The tone is reflective, somber, and fragmented, aligning with modernist
themes of disillusionment and the complexity of human consciousness.

Can the excerpt be linked to any specific events in
the story, and if so, how?
While it captures a general mood, it can be associated with the broader
decline of the Compson family, symbolizing the end of an era and the loss of
their former prestige.

Additional Resources
Read The Following Excerpt From William Faulkner's The Sound And The Fury: As
The Scudding Day Passed offers a profound glimpse into Faulkner’s mastery of
stream of consciousness, symbolism, and the complex architecture of human
consciousness. This excerpt, nestled within the novel’s layered narrative,
exemplifies Faulkner’s ability to evoke the passage of time, emotional depth,
and the intricate web of memory and perception. For readers and scholars
alike, dissecting this passage reveals a wealth of literary techniques and
thematic richness that underscore Faulkner’s enduring influence on American
literature.



---

Understanding the Context of the Excerpt

Before delving into the analysis, it’s essential to situate the excerpt
within The Sound and the Fury. The novel, published in 1929, is renowned for
its experimental narrative structure and profound exploration of themes such
as decay, loss, and the human condition. The excerpt in question appears
during the section narrated by Benjy Compson, the cognitively disabled son of
the Compson family, whose perception of time and reality is non-linear and
fluid.

In this passage, Faulkner captures the relentless passage of a day —
described as "scudding," a term evoking swift, fleeting movement —
symbolizing both the fleeting nature of time and the inexorable march of
life's moments. The day’s progression becomes a metaphor for the characters’
emotional states and the inexorable flow of memory.

---

Literary Techniques in the Excerpt

Stream of Consciousness

Faulkner employs stream of consciousness to immerse the reader directly into
Benjy’s mind, revealing his perceptions unfiltered. This technique allows the
narrative to drift seamlessly between past and present, creating a layered,
almost kaleidoscopic view of time.

Key features:
- Non-linear narrative
- Lack of traditional punctuation or sentence structure
- Juxtaposition of memories with present sensations

Symbolism

The imagery of the "scudding day" and other elements serve as powerful
symbols:
- The passing day symbolizes the transient nature of life and the loss of
innocence.
- Water imagery (if present in the excerpt) often symbolizes cleansing,
memory, or the flow of time.
- The weather or sky conditions reflect internal emotional states, such as
chaos or tranquility.

Use of Language and Diction

Faulkner’s diction in the excerpt is precise yet evocative, blending
colloquial speech with poetic imagery. This creates an authentic voice that
echoes the Southern setting while elevating the narrative’s emotional depth.



---

Thematic Analysis

The Passage of Time

At its core, the excerpt exemplifies Faulkner’s meditation on time’s
relentless passage. The "scudding" day suggests a swift, uncontrollable
force, emphasizing that life moves forward regardless of individual desires.

Discussion points:
- How does Faulkner depict the fluidity of time?
- What does the passage suggest about memory’s role in shaping human
experience?

Decay and Decline

The imagery and tone often evoke themes of decay—not just of the physical
world but of moral and social structures:
- The decline of the Compson family
- The fading innocence of childhood

Human Consciousness and Perception

The excerpt emphasizes how perception shapes reality. Benjy’s unique
consciousness filters everything through sensory experiences and memories,
illustrating the subjective nature of reality.

---

Analytical Breakdown of the Excerpt

Opening Lines: Setting the Tone

The opening lines, often rich with sensory detail, establish the mood and
thematic focus. For example:
- Descriptions of the sky, weather, or sounds set a scene that mirrors
emotional turbulence.
- The phrase "as the scudding day passed" immediately conveys the swift
passage of time, inviting readers to consider life’s ephemeral nature.

Imagery and Figurative Language

Faulkner’s imagery often employs:
- Nature metaphors (clouds, wind, water)
- Motion descriptors ("scudding," "passing," "drifting")
- Juxtaposition of light and dark to symbolize hope and despair

Character Perspective

Within this excerpt, the focus on Benjy’s perception means the narrative:



- Lacks traditional coherence
- Blends sensory impressions with fleeting memories
- Reflects his emotional state, often characterized by confusion or longing

Transition and Flow

The passage’s flow mimics the natural movement of a day passing:
- Short, rapid sentences may depict moments of clarity or agitation
- Longer, flowing sentences evoke lingering memories or contemplative states

---

Interpreting the Excerpt’s Significance

Reflection on Human Fragility

The "scudding day" metaphor underscores the fragility of human life and
memory. Just as the day swiftly moves past, so do moments of happiness,
sorrow, and innocence.

Symbol of Inescapable Change

Faulkner suggests that change is inevitable and often uncontrollable,
emphasizing:
- The passage of time as an unstoppable force
- The inability to hold onto moments or restore lost innocence

Connection to Broader Themes

This excerpt can be linked to overarching themes in The Sound and the Fury:
- The decline of the Southern aristocracy
- The disintegration of family bonds
- The struggle to find meaning amidst chaos

---

Practical Tips for Analyzing Similar Excerpts

If you wish to analyze or teach similar passages, consider these steps:

1. Identify the Narrative Voice
Who is narrating? How does their perception influence the storytelling?

2. Examine Imagery and Symbols
Note recurring images and what they could symbolize within the broader
context.

3. Analyze Sentence Structure and Language
How does Faulkner’s diction and sentence flow reflect the themes or emotional
states?



4. Connect to Themes
Link specific details to larger thematic concerns such as time, decay,
memory, or identity.

5. Consider the Overall Mood
What atmosphere does the passage evoke? How does this mood support the
narrative’s purpose?

---

Conclusion: Appreciating Faulkner’s Artistic Craft

The excerpt, "As The Scudding Day Passed," exemplifies William Faulkner’s
profound capacity to craft a narrative that is both deeply personal and
universally resonant. Through innovative techniques like stream of
consciousness, rich symbolism, and evocative language, Faulkner invites
readers into the mind of a character navigating the relentless flow of time
and memory. Analyzing this passage reveals not only the technical mastery
behind Faulkner’s writing but also offers a window into the human
condition—our fleeting moments of clarity, the inescapable march of change,
and the enduring power of memory.

By exploring this excerpt in detail, readers gain a deeper appreciation for
Faulkner’s artistry and the layered complexity of The Sound and the Fury. It
stands as a testament to how literature can mirror the intricacies of life
itself—ever passing, ever remembered, and forever profound.
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