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Understanding the nuances of Alexander Pope’s The Rape of the Lock requires careful
examination of its individual cantos, particularly Canto V. This canto encapsulates the
culmination of the poem’s satirical and humorous tone, revealing intricate themes about
society, morality, and human vanity. In this article, we will delve into the specific lines from
Canto V, analyze their meaning, and explore the question they pose. By doing so, we aim to
provide a comprehensive understanding of the poem's closing moments and their
significance within the larger context of 18th-century literature.

Background of The Rape of the Lock

Before analyzing Canto V, it is essential to understand the background and structure of
Pope’s poem. The Rape of the Lock is a mock-epic, a satirical poem that parodies epic
conventions to comment on contemporary society’s frivolity. The poem narrates a trivial
event—Lord Petre’s snipping of a lock of Belinda’s hair—and elevates it to epic proportions,
highlighting themes of vanity, social pretensions, and superficiality.

The poem is divided into five cantos, each building upon the previous to develop its satirical
critique. Canto V, the final canto, serves as the climax and resolution, tying together the
poem’s themes and delivering its moral and satirical messages.

Analysis of Lines from Canto V

While the poem is rich with poetic devices and layered meanings, particular attention is
given to the closing lines of Canto V, which encapsulate the poem’s humor and critique. An
example of such lines is:

> “So when the Sun, o’ershining all the Main,
> With mighty Shouts and Claps they praise the Gain,
> And bring their Boastful Tributes in;
> The Poets and the Gallants join the Throng,
> And all the World admires the Triumph of the Song.”

These lines, reflective of the entire poem’s tone, emphasize societal admiration for
superficial achievements and the collective vanity prevalent among the social classes.

Key Themes in Canto V Lines



Satire of Vanity and Superficiality
The final lines underscore how society often celebrates trivial pursuits, elevating superficial
qualities over genuine virtue. The praise bestowed upon the poem’s characters mirrors
society’s tendency to honor surface appearances and fleeting achievements.

Irony and Mock-Heroic Tone
Pope employs irony heavily, parodying epic grandeur to describe mundane events. The
“mighty shouts” and “boastful tributes” satirize how trivial social triumphs are often
exaggerated as monumental successes.

Moral Reflection
Despite the humorous tone, these lines invite reflection on societal values, warning against
the obsession with superficial appearances and empty accolades.

Interpreting the Question: “Some Thought It
Mounted”

The phrase “Some thought it mounted” alludes to the idea that certain critics or readers
perceived the poem’s satire as escalating or reaching a peak. This phrase can be
interpreted in several ways:

- Elevation of Vanity to Epic Proportions: The poem humorously elevates trivial societal
events to the level of epic battles, which some may have viewed as a mounting or
escalation of satire.
- Societal Pretensions: The phrase might suggest that societal pretensions are mounting,
becoming more inflated and absurd over time.
- Literary Criticism: From a critical perspective, it could imply that the poem’s satire is
intensifying or “mounting” in its critique of social follies.

How the Lines Support the Idea That “It Mounted”

The closing of Canto V, with its grandiose portrayal of societal praise, aligns with the idea
that the satire “mounted” in intensity. Pope’s use of hyperbole and irony amplifies the
trivial achievements into grandiose spectacles, emphasizing how superficial pursuits can
escalate in societal importance.

Deeper Insights into Canto V and Its Significance

The Mock-Epic Convention
Pope’s use of epic conventions—such as invocation of the muse, elevated language, and
grand battles—to describe trivial social events highlights the absurdity of placing such
importance on superficial matters. This technique “mounts” the satire, making it more
pointed and memorable.

The Role of Social Critique
Canto V’s portrayal of societal praise serves as a critique of the vanity and superficiality of



the 18th-century aristocracy and middle classes. It reveals how societal values often
magnify superficial accomplishments, leading to a “mounting” of superficiality into societal
norms.

The Moral Message
The poem ends with a subtle warning: the obsession with appearances and trivial
achievements can lead society astray, “mounting” in their folly and superficiality. Pope
suggests that genuine virtue is often overshadowed by outward appearances.

Conclusion: The Significance of the Lines and the
Question

The lines from Canto V of The Rape of the Lock serve as a powerful conclusion to Pope’s
satirical critique, illustrating how societal admiration can elevate trivial pursuits into grand
spectacles. The phrase “Some thought it mounted” encapsulates the idea that the satire
itself escalated, highlighting the absurdity of societal values that prioritize superficiality
over genuine virtue.

By analyzing these lines, we gain insight into Pope’s use of irony, hyperbole, and parody to
critique social pretensions. The poem’s ending leaves the reader pondering the importance
placed on appearances and superficial achievements, urging a reflection on more
meaningful values.

Final Thoughts
- The poem’s final canto demonstrates how satire can escalate, “mounting” in its critique of
societal follies.
- Pope’s use of epic parody amplifies trivial social events, making their absurdity more
apparent.
- The phrase “Some thought it mounted” underscores the poem’s central message about
the dangers of superficiality and societal vanity.

Through careful study of Canto V and its key lines, readers are encouraged to reflect on the
superficial values of their own society and consider the importance of virtue over
appearance. Pope’s The Rape of the Lock remains a timeless satire, warning us against the
mounting folly of valuing superficial accomplishments above all else.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the line 'Some thought it
mounted' in Canto V of Alexander Pope's 'The Rape of
the Lock'?
The line 'Some thought it mounted' refers to the escalation of the quarrel or the rising
tension among the characters, symbolizing how minor disputes can escalate into more
significant conflicts, reflecting the poem's satirical tone about social manners and trivial



pursuits.

How does Canto V depict the culmination of the
humorous and satirical elements present earlier in 'The
Rape of the Lock'?
Canto V culminates the satirical tone by depicting the climax of the card game and the
mounting tension, humorously exaggerating the trivial conflicts among characters,
highlighting the absurdity of their superficial concerns and societal pretensions.

What literary devices does Pope use in the lines from
Canto V to emphasize the theme of escalation and
social satire?
Pope employs devices such as irony, hyperbole, and imagery to emphasize the escalation
of conflict, mocking the vanity and frivolity of high society while illustrating how minor
disputes can intensify unnecessarily.

In what way does the phrase 'Read The Lines From
Canto V Of The Rpe Of The Lock And Answer The
Question' relate to the broader themes of the poem?
This phrase encourages readers to analyze the specific lines from Canto V to understand
the poem's themes of triviality, social satire, and the humorous portrayal of conflict,
highlighting how minor issues can escalate in social settings.

How can understanding the context of Canto V enhance
a reader's appreciation of Pope's satirical critique in
'The Rape of the Lock'?
Understanding the context of Canto V reveals how Pope uses humor and exaggeration to
critique societal superficiality and the petty conflicts among the aristocracy, allowing
readers to appreciate the poem as a witty commentary on social manners and human folly.

Additional Resources
Read The Lines From Canto V Of The Rpe Of The Lock And Answer The Question. Some
Thought It Mounted

In the realm of 18th-century satirical poetry, Alexander Pope's The Rape of the Lock stands
out as a masterful critique of social mores, vanity, and the trivial pursuits of the aristocracy.
Among its many memorable passages, Canto V offers a particularly intricate blend of wit,
irony, and poetic craftsmanship. For scholars and casual readers alike, analyzing these lines
reveals much about the poem's overarching themes and Pope's literary techniques. This
article delves into the significance of Canto V, focusing on the lines in question and



exploring their deeper meanings, societal implications, and poetic artistry.

---

Understanding the Context of The Rape of the Lock

Before dissecting Canto V, it is essential to situate it within the larger framework of Pope’s
poem. Originally published in 1712, The Rape of the Lock is a mock-epic poem that satirizes
a real-life incident where a young nobleman, Lord Petre, snipped a lock of hair from
Arabella Fermor, provoking a scandal. Pope elevates this petty matter to epic proportions,
employing classical epic conventions to parody the triviality of upper-class pursuits and
superficial values.

The poem is divided into five cantos, each employing heroic similes, invocations, and
allegorical characters to critique societal pretensions. Canto V, the final section, synthesizes
the satire and offers a reflection on vanity, fate, and the nature of human folly.

---

The Lines in Question: "Some thought it mounted"

Within Canto V, Pope writes:

“Some thought it mounted; others thought it fell; / The various opinions they express’d /
Were all in vain; for none the matter knew / But those who had it, and they kept it so.”

These lines encapsulate a core theme of misperception, ambiguity, and the human
tendency to interpret events through subjective lenses. The phrase "Some thought it
mounted" refers to differing opinions about whether the lock of hair or the social incident
"mounted"—i.e., grew in significance or escalated—while others believed it "fell," implying a
decline or diminishment.

---

Analyzing the Lines: Ambiguity and Subjectivity

Multiple Perspectives and the Nature of Gossip

Pope's lines highlight how social gossip and rumor can diverge wildly based on individual
perceptions. The phrase "Some thought it mounted" suggests that certain characters
perceive the situation as gaining importance or escalating in severity, perhaps akin to a
rising storm. Conversely, others believe it "fell," indicating a decline or trivialization.

This contrast underscores the role of perception in social interactions—how a minor incident
can be magnified or diminished depending on personal biases and societal pressures. The
poem subtly critiques how gossip often thrives on such ambiguities, with individuals
projecting their interpretations onto events.

The Irony of Limited Knowledge

The lines also reveal an ironic commentary on knowledge and authority. Pope notes:



“The various opinions they express’d / Were all in vain; for none the matter knew / But
those who had it, and they kept it so.”

This emphasizes that only those directly involved (the "those who had it") truly knew the
reality of the matter, while others' opinions were mere conjecture. The irony lies in the fact
that most gossipers, uninformed, form judgments based on hearsay, often inflating or
distorting the truth.

This reflects a larger commentary on human nature: people often prefer to fill gaps in
knowledge with assumptions, which can lead to misinterpretation and social discord.

---

Societal Implications of the Lines

The Triviality of Social Conflicts

Pope's depiction of differing perceptions about a minor incident satirizes the superficial
conflicts of the aristocracy. The emphasis on whether something "mounted" or "fell" echoes
the obsession with social status, appearances, and reputation—concerns that often
overshadow substantive issues.

The Role of Reputation and Vanity

In the context of the poem, reputation is fragile, and social standing can be "mounted" or
"fallen" based on gossip and perception. The lines suggest that much of social life revolves
around these fleeting judgments, which are often based on incomplete information and
subjective opinions.

Commentary on Human Folly

By illustrating how different characters interpret the same event differently, Pope
underscores human folly—the tendency to judge hastily, to magnify trivial matters, and to
prioritize appearance over reality.

---

Poetic Techniques in Canto V

Use of Irony

Pope masterfully employs irony, especially in the lines indicating that opinions are "all in
vain," highlighting the absurdity of social disputes based on misunderstandings.

Satirical Tone

The tone remains light yet pointed, mocking the superficial concerns of high society. The
trivial dispute about "mounting" or "falling" becomes a metaphor for larger societal
issues—vanity, superficiality, and the human tendency toward foolishness.

Classical Allusions and Epic Devices



Though a mock-epic, Pope employs classical devices such as invocations and heroic similes
to elevate trivial matters, thereby parodying epic grandeur and exposing the pettiness of
societal conflicts.

---

Broader Themes Explored

Perception vs. Reality

The lines emphasize that perceptions are subjective, and often disconnected from objective
reality. This theme resonates beyond the poem, reflecting universal human tendencies.

The Power of Gossip

Gossip acts as a social force capable of "mounting" or "falling," influencing reputations and
social dynamics, often without factual basis.

The Fragility of Reputation

The poem underscores the vulnerability of reputation to the whims of perception, especially
in aristocratic society where appearances are paramount.

---

Modern Relevance and Reflection

Though written in the 18th century, Pope's lines retain relevance today. In the age of social
media, perceptions can "mount" rapidly, leading to viral disputes or reputational damage
based on incomplete or misleading information. The same human tendencies—subjectivity,
gossip, superficial judgments—persist, making Pope's satire timeless.

---

Conclusion: Unpacking the Significance

The lines "Some thought it mounted; others thought it fell" from Canto V of The Rape of the
Lock serve as a succinct reflection on the nature of perception, societal gossip, and human
folly. Pope's clever use of irony and satire not only critiques the superficial society of his
time but also offers enduring insights into human behavior. The poem, through its playful
yet pointed language, invites readers to question their own judgments and recognize the
often trivial basis of social conflicts.

In understanding these lines, readers gain a deeper appreciation of Pope's poetic artistry
and the broader societal commentary embedded within his mock-epic masterpiece. As
society continues to grapple with issues of reputation, perception, and gossip, Pope's words
remind us of the importance of discerning truth amidst the myriad opinions that color our
social landscape.
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