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Animal Farm, a timeless allegorical novella by George Orwell, offers a compelling critique of
totalitarian regimes and the corrupting influence of power. One of the pivotal moments in the
narrative occurs in the late summer of the story, when Snowball, the ambitious pig and former leader
alongside Napoleon, crafts yet another of his cunning machinations. This passage highlights
Snowball's persistent efforts to undermine Napoleon’s authority and influence the farm’s trajectory.
Understanding this passage provides deep insight into the themes of manipulation, propaganda, and
the constant struggle for control that underpin the novel.

---

Context of the Passage in Animal Farm

Before delving into the specifics of the passage, it is essential to grasp the context within which it
occurs. The story of Animal Farm is set on a farm where the animals overthrow their human owner,
aiming to establish an egalitarian society. However, as the narrative progresses, power consolidates
around Napoleon, a pig who becomes increasingly dictatorial. Snowball, another pig and initially a
leader, embodies the more idealistic and intellectual faction of the revolution.

In the late summer of the story, tensions between Snowball and Napoleon escalate. Snowball's
influence wanes as Napoleon consolidates power, but he continues to plot ways to regain control or
sabotage Napoleon’s plans. This passage exemplifies Snowball's clandestine activities, revealing his
strategic efforts to oppose Napoleon’s regime and spread revolutionary ideals among the animals.

---

Summary of the Passage

The passage describes Snowball's covert operations during the late summer, focusing on his attempts
to rally discontented animals and execute schemes to challenge Napoleon's authority. It illustrates
Snowball’s ingenuity and determination to keep the spirit of rebellion alive, despite the oppressive
environment created by Napoleon’s regime.

Key Elements of Snowball's Machinations:

Dissemination of Propaganda: Snowball uses secret messages, symbols, and speeches to
inspire animals to resist Napoleon’s rule.



Undermining Napoleon’s Policies: He secretly sabotages projects that favor Napoleon, such
as restricting access to resources or delaying work.

Forming Alliances: Snowball seeks to forge alliances with other animals and groups within the
farm to create a coalition against the ruling pigs.

Covert Operations: Engaging in clandestine activities, including distributing forbidden
literature and organizing secret meetings.

This passage underscores the ongoing internal conflict on Animal Farm, highlighting Snowball’s
resilience and strategic thinking in the face of adversity.

---

Analysis of Snowball’s Machinations

Understanding Snowball's tactics provides insight into the broader themes of the novel, particularly
the nature of political resistance and the use of propaganda.

The Role of Propaganda and Ideology

Snowball’s efforts to spread revolutionary ideals resemble classic propaganda techniques. He employs
speeches, symbols, and clandestine communication to keep the spirit of rebellion alive among the
animals. This illustrates how revolutionary movements often rely on messaging to maintain
momentum against authoritarian suppression.

Sabotage and Resistance

Snowball's covert actions serve as acts of resistance, emphasizing that opposition to tyranny often
involves clandestine and risky endeavors. His sabotage of Napoleon’s projects demonstrates the
persistent struggle between competing visions for the farm's future.

Strategic Alliances

By seeking alliances with other animals, Snowball exemplifies the importance of coalition-building in
resistance movements. His efforts highlight how unity among oppressed groups can challenge
authoritarian control.

---



Impact of Snowball’s Machinations on the Narrative

Snowball’s clandestine activities significantly influence the farm’s political landscape. Although his
efforts are often thwarted or misunderstood, they symbolize the enduring hope for rebellion and
change. His machinations serve as a foil to Napoleon’s authoritarian tactics, illustrating the ongoing
battle between revolutionary ideals and oppressive reality.

Consequences of Snowball’s Actions:

Increased Tensions: His activities heighten the rivalry between Snowball and Napoleon,1.
leading to greater distrust among the animals.

Reinforcement of Napoleon’s Power: Napoleon’s accusations of Snowball’s treachery justify2.
purges and purifications on the farm.

Symbolic Resistance: Snowball’s efforts inspire some animals to continue questioning3.
authority and resisting oppression.

Despite setbacks, Snowball’s machinations embody the persistent desire for freedom and justice
within the farm.

---

Significance of the Passage in the Context of Orwell’s
Themes

This passage is crucial for understanding the broader themes Orwell explores in Animal Farm:

The Corruption of Revolution
- Snowball’s clandestine activities reveal how revolutionary ideals can be compromised by power
struggles and betrayal.

The Use and Abuse of Propaganda
- Snowball’s efforts demonstrate how propaganda can be used both as a tool for resistance and as a
means of manipulation.

The Nature of Power and Resistance
- The passage underscores that resistance often requires covert action, especially under oppressive
regimes.



---

Conclusion: Reflecting on Snowball’s Machinations

The passage from Animal Farm describing Snowball’s late summer machinations offers a compelling
glimpse into the clandestine efforts of revolutionary figures fighting against tyranny. His
strategies—ranging from propaganda to sabotage—highlight the complex and often clandestine
nature of resistance movements. Orwell’s portrayal underscores a timeless truth: that the fight for
justice and freedom is fraught with deception, betrayal, and resilience.

By examining Snowball’s actions, readers gain a deeper understanding of the novel’s critique of
power dynamics, the corrupting influence of authority, and the enduring hope for rebellion. Snowball,
despite being branded a traitor and villain, embodies the revolutionary spirit that refuses to be
extinguished, illustrating the persistent struggle between oppressive regimes and the quest for
liberty.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Snowball's machinations in the
later part of Animal Farm?
Snowball's machinations represent his ongoing attempts to undermine Napoleon's authority and
influence the direction of Animal Farm, highlighting the ongoing power struggle and political intrigue
among the pigs.



How do Snowball's actions in late summer reflect his
character and intentions?
Snowball's machinations demonstrate his cleverness and ambition, as well as his desire to promote
the ideals of the revolution, even if it means engaging in secretive or manipulative tactics.

What does the phrase 'laid another of Snowball's
machinations' imply about his role in the story at this point?
It implies that Snowball is actively involved in plotting or scheming behind the scenes, often opposing
Napoleon's leadership and attempting to influence or destabilize the farm's governance.

How do Snowball's machinations impact the overall narrative
of Animal Farm?
They introduce themes of betrayal, manipulation, and political rivalry, illustrating the complex
dynamics of power and the challenges of maintaining revolutionary ideals.

Are Snowball's machinations portrayed as purely malicious, or
do they serve a larger purpose?
While they often appear manipulative, Snowball's actions can also be seen as driven by a genuine
desire to improve the farm and uphold the original principles of the revolution.

In what ways do Snowball's machinations influence the other
animals' perceptions of him?
His secretive schemes cause suspicion and mistrust among the animals, often portraying him as a
villain or traitor in the eyes of those loyal to Napoleon.

How does the depiction of Snowball's machinations reflect the
broader themes of corruption and power in Animal Farm?
Snowball's secret plots exemplify how revolutionary ideals can be corrupted by personal ambition and
how political rivalry can lead to deception and tyranny.

What lessons can be drawn from Snowball's machinations
about leadership and integrity?
The passage illustrates how clandestine scheming and betrayal can undermine trust and stability,
emphasizing the importance of transparency and integrity in leadership.



Additional Resources
Analysis of “Read The Passage From Animal Farm. In The Late Summer Yet Another Of Snowball’s
Machinations Was Laid”

---

Introduction

George Orwell’s Animal Farm is a masterful allegory that critiques totalitarian regimes, political
corruption, and the cyclical nature of power. The passage in question—“In the late summer yet
another of Snowball’s machinations was laid”—is a pivotal moment that exemplifies Orwell’s nuanced
commentary on political intrigue, betrayal, and the fragility of revolutionary ideals. This article aims to
dissect this passage comprehensively, examining its thematic significance, literary devices, historical
context, and its enduring relevance.

---

Understanding the Passage in Context

Setting the Scene: The Fall of Snowball

The phrase “yet another of Snowball’s machinations” immediately situates Snowball as a figure of
suspicion and opposition. Historically, Snowball represents Leon Trotsky—a revolutionary leader
ousted by Joseph Stalin—symbolizing the figure of a revolutionary whose ideas are later vilified and
sabotaged. The “late summer” timing indicates a period of ongoing conflict and political upheaval on
Animal Farm, mirroring the tumultuous post-revolution phase in Soviet Russia.

In the broader narrative, Snowball’s presence and alleged “machinations” serve to justify the
increasing authoritarianism of Napoleon, who consolidates power by discrediting his rival. The phrase
underscores the recurring theme of propaganda, deception, and the manipulation of truth—tools
wielded by those in power to maintain control.

Key Themes Encapsulated in the Passage

- Deception and Machination: The term “machinations” suggests deliberate, clandestine
plots—highlighting the manipulative tactics employed by Snowball or his supporters.
- Political Suspicion and Paranoia: The repeated accusations against Snowball foster an environment
of distrust and fear among the animals.
- The Fragility of Revolution: The ongoing “machinations” reflect how revolutionary ideals are
undermined from within, often by those claiming to act in the movement’s interest.
- Power and Propaganda: The passage demonstrates how language is used as a weapon—labeling
Snowball as a troublemaker serves to justify repression.

---



Literary Devices and Stylistic Features

Imagery and Symbolism

Orwell employs vivid imagery to paint Snowball as a perpetual threat. Phrases like “laid” suggest
clandestine plotting, evoking images of secretive schemes brewing beneath the surface. The use of
the term “machinations” connotes complexity and malicious intent, emphasizing the perceived
danger Snowball represents.

Snowball’s characterization as a schemer symbolizes outsider threats to the revolutionary order,
reinforcing the narrative that internal enemies threaten stability.

Language and Tone

The tone of the passage is ominous and accusatory. Orwell’s choice of words—such as
“machinations”—imparts a sense of treachery. The phrase “yet another” implies a recurring pattern,
highlighting the persistent attempts by Snowball to undermine the farm, creating an atmosphere of
ongoing conflict.

Furthermore, Orwell’s use of passive construction (“was laid”) diminishes Snowball’s agency, turning
him into a shadowy figure whose actions are hidden yet impactful—a technique that fosters suspicion
and paranoia.

Repetition and Irony

Repetition of accusations against Snowball echoes throughout the narrative, emphasizing the
manipulative tactics of the ruling pigs. Irony pervades the passage: Snowball, once a hero of the
revolution, is now portrayed as a villain, illustrating how revolutionary figures can be vilified to serve
political ends.

---

Historical and Political Significance

Allegory of the Russian Revolution

Orwell’s Animal Farm is an allegory of the Russian Revolution and subsequent Soviet Union. Snowball
embodies Leon Trotsky, who was expelled and demonized by Joseph Stalin. The “machinations” refer
to Trotsky’s alleged plots against Stalin’s regime—a narrative Stalin used to justify purges and
repression.



This passage captures the essence of political purges: accusations, conspiracies, and the framing of
rivals as enemies of the state. Orwell critiques how revolutionary ideals are distorted and turned into
tools of oppression.

The Politics of Propaganda

The use of language in the passage exemplifies propaganda techniques:

- Demonization of Opponents: Labeling Snowball as a conspirator fosters negative perceptions.
- Repetition of Accusations: Reinforces the narrative, creating a sense of omnipresent threat.
- Control of Information: The phrase “laid” suggests secret plots, making the opposition appear
clandestine and dangerous.

This mirrors real-world tactics where regimes manipulate language to justify authoritarian measures,
suppress dissent, and consolidate power.

---

Implications for the Narrative and Characters

Impact on the Animals and the Plot

The portrayal of Snowball’s “machinations” influences the animals’ perceptions, fostering fear and
compliance. This narrative serves to justify harsh measures against Snowball supporters and to rally
the animals around Napoleon’s leadership.

The repeated accusations serve as a mechanism of control, diverting attention from the farm’s
internal struggles to external threats, real or fabricated.

Character Development and Political Dynamics

- Napoleon’s Strategy: The passage reflects Napoleon’s use of propaganda to eliminate rivals and
solidify authority.
- Snowball’s Role: As a scapegoat, Snowball’s character becomes a symbol of dissent and
revolutionary idealism, which is increasingly vilified.
- Animals’ Perception: The animals’ trust in their leaders is manipulated through fear-mongering,
showcasing Orwell’s critique of mass conformity and susceptibility to propaganda.

---



Relevance and Modern Parallels

Orwell’s depiction of “Snowball’s machinations” resonates beyond the fictional farm. It serves as a
cautionary tale about:

- The dangers of political scapegoating and conspiracy theories.
- The use of propaganda to justify repression.
- The importance of critical thinking and skepticism toward authority narratives.

In contemporary contexts, similar patterns emerge in political discourse, where opposition figures are
accused of secret plots, fostering distrust and enabling authoritarian measures.

---

Conclusion

The passage, “In the late summer yet another of Snowball’s machinations was laid,” encapsulates
Orwell’s incisive critique of political deception and the corrupting influence of power. Through
evocative language, rich symbolism, and historical allegory, Orwell demonstrates how revolutionary
ideals can be undermined by manipulation, fear, and propaganda.

This moment in Animal Farm is not merely a narrative device but a mirror to real-world political
dynamics. It reminds us of the importance of vigilance, truth, and the dangers inherent in allowing
fear and suspicion to override reason. As Orwell shows, the true cost of such machinations is the
betrayal of the very ideals that inspire revolutions—an enduring lesson with relevance across eras and
societies.

---
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