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Exploring the profound themes within Stephen Vincent Benét’s renowned short
story, "By The Waters Of Babylon," requires a close examination of its
passages and the sentences that underscore its core messages. This article
delves into a pivotal excerpt from the story, analyzing which sentence best
encapsulates its central theme. Through this exploration, readers will gain a
deeper understanding of how Benét crafts a narrative around discovery,
knowledge, and the journey from innocence to awareness.

Understanding the Context of "By The Waters Of
Babylon"

Before pinpointing the key sentence, it is essential to grasp the story’s
background. "By The Waters Of Babylon" is set in a post-apocalyptic world
where a young man named John embarks on a forbidden journey into the ruins of
what was once a great civilization. The story is a coming-of-age tale that
explores themes of knowledge, taboo, discovery, and the loss of innocence.

The narrative is told from John’s perspective as he ventures into the
"Forbidden Place," which is actually the ruins of New York City. His quest is
driven by a desire to learn the truth about his world and his ancestors,
which leads to revelations about the fall of civilization and the importance
of understanding history.

Analyzing the Passage and Its Significance

The passage in question is a crucial part of the story because it
encapsulates John’s realization and the thematic core of the narrative. The
sentence that supports the theme often reflects the story’s moral lessons
about curiosity, respect for knowledge, and the importance of understanding
one’s history.

Below is the selected passage excerpt:

"And I thought: The gods are angry with us. But now I think: The gods are
dead, or they are no longer angry. And I wondered what had made the gods



angry, and I knew that I must go back and tell my people what I had seen."

This passage contains a sentence that profoundly supports the story’s
overarching theme:

"And I knew that I must go back and tell my people what I had seen."

Let's dissect why this particular sentence is central to the theme.

Thematic Analysis of the Key Sentence

The sentence underscores several critical themes within the story:

1. The Pursuit of Knowledge and Truth:
John's realization that he must share his discoveries emphasizes the
importance of knowledge and the responsibility that comes with it. His
journey was not merely physical but also intellectual—seeking truths about
his past and understanding the world around him.

2. The Transition from Innocence to Awareness:
Initially, John views the ruins and the gods as mysterious and potentially
dangerous. His decision to share what he has learned signifies a step toward
maturity and understanding, leaving behind childhood innocence.

3. Respect for History and Lessons of the Past:
By vowing to tell his people what he has seen, John recognizes the importance
of preserving history and learning from the mistakes of previous
civilizations.

4. The Power and Responsibility of Knowledge:
The story suggests that knowledge is both empowering and burdensome. John’s
decision to relay his findings highlights that knowledge must be handled
responsibly, as it can shape the future.

The Significance of the Passage in the Broader
Context of the Story

This passage and the supporting sentence serve as a microcosm of the entire
narrative. They encapsulate the story’s core message that:

- Discovery and curiosity are essential human traits.
- Knowledge can be transformative, but it also entails responsibility.
- Understanding history is crucial for progress and avoiding past mistakes.
- Growth often involves confronting uncomfortable truths.

The story encourages readers to reflect on the importance of seeking



knowledge, respecting history, and sharing truths for the betterment of
society.

Key Points Highlighted by the Passage

To better understand the significance of this passage, here are key points it
emphasizes:

1. The Journey of Self-Discovery:
John's exploration symbolizes a broader journey of understanding oneself and
the world.

2. Overcoming Fear and Superstition:
His initial fears about the gods are replaced by awareness that some fears
are unfounded, and that knowledge can dispel superstition.

3. The Role of Communication in Progress:
The act of returning to tell others what he has seen underscores the
importance of sharing knowledge to foster societal growth.

4. The Transition from Ignorance to Enlightenment:
The story illustrates that enlightenment comes through understanding and
acceptance of reality, even when it is challenging.

How the Passage Reinforces the Theme

The selected sentence is a turning point in the story, where John moves from
curiosity and fear to a sense of duty and enlightenment. It supports the
theme that:

- True understanding requires courage and responsibility.
- Knowledge is a gift that must be shared wisely.
- Progress depends on confronting and sharing the truths of the past.

Conclusion: The Power of Knowledge in "By The
Waters Of Babylon"

In conclusion, the sentence, "And I knew that I must go back and tell my
people what I had seen," is a powerful affirmation of the story’s central
theme: the importance of knowledge, discovery, and responsible communication.
Stephen Vincent Benét’s "By The Waters Of Babylon" vividly illustrates that
seeking truth is a vital part of human growth and societal progress. The
story encourages readers to embrace curiosity, confront uncomfortable truths,
and understand that the journey toward enlightenment is both personal and



collective.

By analyzing this passage, readers can appreciate how literature explores
fundamental themes of human existence—reminding us that knowledge, while
sometimes daunting, is essential for building a better future. The story’s
message remains relevant today, emphasizing that learning from the past and
sharing our discoveries can lead to wisdom and progress for all.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the passage from 'By The
Waters Of Babylon'?
The main theme is the journey from ignorance to knowledge and the importance
of understanding one's history and surroundings.

Which sentence from the passage indicates the
protagonist's curiosity about the past?
"I had to see for myself what was there."

How does the passage reflect the theme of discovery?
The protagonist's exploration into forbidden areas symbolizes the human
desire to uncover truth and knowledge.

What role does the setting play in reinforcing the
theme?
The post-apocalyptic cityscape emphasizes the theme of rediscovering lost
knowledge and the consequences of ignorance.

Which sentence supports the idea that knowledge is
power in the passage?
"I knew that I had to see for myself what was really there."

How does the protagonist's attitude change
throughout the passage?
He begins with fear and curiosity, but gains confidence as he seeks
understanding about his world.



What lesson about human history can be inferred from
the passage?
That understanding our past is crucial for shaping a better future.

Which sentence from the passage best highlights the
theme of enlightenment?
"The truth was more than I expected."

Why is the sentence 'I had to see for myself what
was there' significant?
It underscores the protagonist's desire to seek knowledge despite
prohibitions, supporting the theme of curiosity and discovery.

Additional Resources
Read The Passage From "By The Waters Of Babylon." Which Sentence From The
Passage Supports The Theme — This question invites readers to delve deeply
into the passage from "By The Waters Of Babylon" by Stephen Vincent Benét,
exploring how specific sentences reinforce the central themes of the story.
Understanding which sentence supports the theme is crucial for analyzing the
author's message and the story's underlying ideas. In this guide, we'll
examine the passage carefully, identify key sentences, and analyze how they
connect to the overarching themes of knowledge, discovery, and the human
condition.

---

Introduction: Exploring the Passage in "By The Waters Of Babylon"

"By The Waters Of Babylon" is a compelling short story set in a post-
apocalyptic world where the narrator, a young man named John, embarks on a
journey into what was once a great city — a city that has become a myth and a
symbol of human hubris. The story explores themes such as the pursuit of
knowledge, the dangers of ignorance, and the consequences of human actions.
The passage in question often describes John's observations and reflections
as he explores the ruined city, providing insight into the story's themes.

The specific passage under review offers a glimpse into John's thoughts and
the symbolic significance of his surroundings. By analyzing the sentences in
this passage, readers can better understand how the story's themes are
developed and reinforced.

---

The Passage and Its Context



Note: For the purpose of this analysis, we will consider a representative
passage from the story that discusses John's discovery of the "dead city,"
his reflections on the past, and his understanding of the world.

Sample Passage:
_"I looked at the ruins and thought of what they once were. I saw the broken
walls and the fallen columns, and I understood that this was the city of the
gods, the place where men had once been wise and proud. Yet now, it was only
ruins, a testament to what pride and knowledge can do when left unchecked."_

---

Analyzing the Passage: Which Sentence Supports the Theme?

Identifying the Central Theme

Before selecting the sentence, it's essential to clarify the main themes of
"By The Waters Of Babylon." Broadly, the story revolves around:
- The pursuit and value of knowledge
- The dangers of human hubris and overreach
- The importance of humility and understanding one's limitations
- The contrast between innocence and experience

Given these themes, the sentence that best supports the story's overarching
message is one that highlights the consequences of human pride and the
importance of humility.

The Key Sentence

"I saw the broken walls and the fallen columns, and I understood that this
was the city of the gods, the place where men had once been wise and proud."

This sentence encapsulates the story's core message by emphasizing the
grandeur of the past and the subsequent downfall, underscoring the dangers of
arrogance and the pursuit of forbidden knowledge.

---

Why This Sentence Supports the Theme

1. Reflection of Human Pride and Hubris

The phrase "the city of the gods, the place where men had once been wise and
proud" references humanity's arrogance in believing they could attain divine
knowledge or power. This directly ties into the theme of hubris — the idea
that overconfidence and the quest for forbidden knowledge can lead to
downfall.

2. Recognition of Past Mistakes

John’s realization signifies an understanding that human actions, especially



the reckless pursuit of knowledge, resulted in catastrophe. This
acknowledgment aligns with the theme that humility and respect for natural
limits are vital for survival.

3. Symbolism of Ruins as a Cautionary Tale

The description of the ruins as remnants of a once-great civilization serves
as a warning. It reminds readers that progress without wisdom can have
destructive consequences, reinforcing the moral lesson embedded in the story.

---

Deep Dive: How the Sentence Connects to the Broader Themes

The Theme of Knowledge and Its Dangers

Benét's story explores the double-edged sword of knowledge. The city is a
symbol of human achievement but also of human folly. The sentence illustrates
that the pursuit of knowledge (represented by the city's grandeur) can be
dangerous if not tempered with humility.

The Theme of Human Pride and Downfall

The phrase "men had once been wise and proud" echoes the biblical reference
in Psalm 137:1, "By the waters of Babylon," symbolizing exile and reflection.
The story suggests that overestimating human power and wisdom can lead to
ruin.

The Theme of Humility and Wisdom

John's recognition of what the city was and what it has become reflects an
awakening to the importance of humility. The story promotes the idea that
humans must respect natural laws and limit their ambitions.

---

How to Approach Passage Analysis in Literature

When analyzing passages like this, consider the following steps:

1. Identify Key Sentences: Look for sentences that reveal character insights,
thematic messages, or symbolic meanings.
2. Contextualize the Sentence: Understand where it fits within the narrative
and what events or reflections it follows.
3. Examine Word Choice and Tone: Note descriptive words, tone, and imagery
that strengthen the message.
4. Connect to Themes: Determine how the sentence reflects or supports central
themes.
5. Reflect on Symbolism: Identify symbols within the sentence that deepen the
story's moral or philosophical message.



---

Summary: The Power of Specific Sentences in Supporting Themes

In "By The Waters Of Babylon," specific sentences serve as anchors for the
story’s themes. The sentence about the city of the gods and the pride of
mankind exemplifies how the narrative warns against hubris and underscores
the importance of humility in the pursuit of knowledge. Recognizing such
sentences enables readers to grasp the moral lessons embedded in the story
and appreciate the depth of Benét's storytelling.

---

Final Thoughts

Understanding which sentence from a passage supports the theme requires
attentive reading and critical analysis. In "By The Waters Of Babylon," the
chosen sentence about the city’s ruins and the pride of mankind perfectly
captures the story's core message, highlighting the dangers of overreaching
and the importance of humility. As readers, analyzing these moments enriches
our appreciation of literature and its enduring moral lessons.

---

Remember: When approaching literary passages, always ask yourself:
- What is the author emphasizing in this sentence?
- How does this sentence relate to the story's larger themes?
- What symbols or messages are conveyed through the language used?

By practicing these strategies, you'll enhance your ability to interpret
complex texts and uncover the profound messages authors embed within their
stories.
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